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Campaigns  of  1780  and  1781^ 

SOUTHERN  PROVINCES  OP 
NORTH    AMERICA. 


CHAPTER     I. 

^j^eQ  bfD*tJiaini's  attack  upon  Savannah.— Rhode 
ifiand  evacuated. — Embarkation  o/*  a  body  tf 
troopt, — Sir  Henry  Cliitton  puis  from  New  Tork^ 
and  arrives  at  Savannao. — Diffieulties  to  ett- 
nunter  before  the  Jiege  of  Charles  tovm. — lie 
army  crofs  AfbUy  fit/er. — The  Admiral  pt^s  the 
Bar^-'-and  fort  Moultrie.>-^barles  town  fum- 
taoned. — Americans  furprifed  at  Monk's  Comer* 
'—Charles  town  completely  invefied. — Earl  Com* 
wallis  takes  the  command  in  the  eoUntiy.'^Ameri* 
earn  fttrprifid  at  Lneij/s,-^Fert  Moultrie  fur- 
renders* — Cbarlet  town  capitulates.— Proclama-^ 
tions.—EffeS  (f  proclamations^— Part  tf  the 
mrmy  emhark<~^Earl  Cemwallis  paffei  the  San-> 
tee  river. — ASion  at  Wacfavs.—Sif  iUnry  Clin* 
ton  fails  from  Charles  town, 

THIS  Ihort  hiftory  cotnmenees  at  •  tinKiCHAP. 
vheti  the  vbde  afpeQ  of  the  American  war      %• 
experienced  a  change  the  moft  critical  and  inte- 
B     ■  refting  ^ 
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CHAP,  rofting  ;  vhen  proipeda,  big  vith  the  ntmoft  im- 
I.  portancc,  fprung  up  iti  a  variety  of  fbapcs,  and 
gave  birth  to  ttiofe  decifive  events  which  fpeedily 
followed.  Whilft  fevcral  European  powers  pri- 
vately afhfted  the  colonies,  in  oppofition  to  t  he 
niBihcr  country,  they  undoubtedly  injured  the 
intercfts  ofQreat  ^itaitif  without  allowing  her 
the  advastage  of  reprifal  i  but  when  France  and 
Spaip  thjew  off  the  maflt,  and  openly  embraced 
the  caufe  of  American  independence,  the  nature 
of  the  war  underwent  a  manifefl  alteration.  Fcom 
.  that  eppcb,  di^erent  political,  as  well  as  naval 
and  military  meafures,  might  have  been  adopted. 
The  gnagnitude  of  the  confederacy  was  CYident  j 
and  fortunate  would  it  have  been  for  England, 
had  {he  attacked  the  vulnerable  iituation  of  her 
avowed  enemies  at  that  momentous  and  critical 
period.  An  immediate  attention  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  an  early  evacuation  of  New  Tork, 
i^ight  have  produced  fuch  important  confe- 
qifcnccs,  as  would  in  all  human  probability,  have 
given  a  different  termination  to  the  war :  Her 
blood  and  treafures  ought  then  have  been  faved  ; 
her  natural  enemies  might  then  have  been  bum- 
bled ;  and  America  would  have  refortcd  agun  to 
the  prptcfVion  of  her  parent  ftatc,  after  Great  Bri- 
tain b^d  vindicated  her  own  dignity,  and  ella- 
blj{bed  that  pre-eminence,  which  me  bad  acquired 
in  her  late  conteft  with  the  houfc  of  Bourbon. 
&Mt  as  it  is  intended  only  to  enter  into  a  detail  of 
oi;<;urrences  which  took  place  in  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces, during  the  campaigns  of  1780  and  1781, 
and  not  to  deviate  into  politica!  diiijuiQtioDs,  it 
will  be  fufEcicnt  to  point  out  the  primary  caufe 
upon  which  the  principal  events  were  hinged,  a^d 
then  proceed  to  the  narrative  of  military  opera- 

^mf  ••  ■  ^^'^  a'lMnH'  of  the  year  1775),  Coqgrefs  wai 
■tuck'^  coa&dci^bly  advanced  in  credit  aqd  pQwer  by  th^ 
•"•"^-  military 
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nUfUfV  CQmtHiutioB  in  Georgia.  The  appearance  c  H  A  F. 
pf  the  rrencb,  although  the  attack  upon  SaTumak  I. 
vasnot  crowned  with  fuccefs,  reanimated  the  ex^ 
|*triQg  vifflHir  of  the  dcfpoDdiDg  Americans,  and 
confirmca  theatucbment  of  the  unftcady.  The 
lo&oftbc  naval  fuperiority  pre  (iented  an  unexpeded 
|i:cne  to  the  Britlfti  comroander  in  cfaieF,  counter- 
a&cd  tbc  promifc  of  the  minider,  (i)  and  equaUjr 
deranged  the  intentions  of  both.  iUtcr  that  event, 
Adminiilrvtion  couU  never  hope  for  a  fortanate 
period  to  the  American  war,  except  in  full  c6a- 
&lepce  that  the  fieets  oi  England  could  preveiu 
the  fliipa  of  France,  from  giving  interruption  to 
the  military  operations  in  that  quarter  of  the 
globe  :  And  undoubtedly,  the  fucceJs  of  the 
coonDuutd^  in  chief  on  the  weftern  oHitinent,  and 
the  future  expcduioni  i^  the  loyaltfts,  couM  . 
only  be  founded  on  the  pernuDcat  fuperiority  of 
the  BrUifli  navy. 

During  the  fiege  of  Savaonah,  Sir  Henry  UodaUtoi 
aintonwithdrew  the  garrifon  from  Rhode  Ifland,  "«<»«^ 
and  by  ewcentraiine  bia  force,  be  prepared  for  a 
^igoroua  dcfeace,  if  atudud  at  New  Yoik,  or 
for  offcDfive  operations,  after  the  departure  of  the 
Freo^  from  the  American  coafti  The  failure 
of  D'£ftaing  in  Georgia,  and  the  a[^rotch  of 
December,  caufed  the  numerous  levies  of  militia 
to  diiperle,  aad  the  continental  army  to  retire  to 
winter  quarters  in  the  Jerfies  and  upon  Hudfon*s 
river. 

Upon  receiving  intilligence  of  tbcfc  eveiitai.  Sir  Enurt*. 
Henry  Clinton  ordered  a  number  of  traofports  to  ^yllj^ 
be  6tted  up  for  the  reception  of  a  corps  of  about 
eight  thoufiuad  five  hundred  men  i  Ukewife,  hor&, 
ordnance,    and  vi^uallii^  vcfleU,  requifite  foi- 
fuch  an  army.    South  Carolina  fuggcficd  itfclf 

(i)  I.wd  OMTp  Ccrmala. 
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C  H  A  P.  ^  llie  grand  object  of  enterprize  ;  the  mtldncrs 
.1.      of  the  climate,  the  richnefii  of  the  countfy,  its 
vicinity  to  Georgia,  and  its  diftance  from  Genc- 
jai  Waihington,  pointed  out  the  aidvantige  and 
fadlhy  of  its  conqueft.    As  foon  (a)  as  the  com- 
mander in  chief  had  certain  intelligence  of  the  re- 
turn of  the  French  fleet  to  the  Well  Indies,  he 
arranged  the  public  bufmefs  at  New  York,  com- 
mitted the  command  of  the  King's  troops  during 
his  abfcnce  tb   Lieutenant-general  Knypbaufen, 
and  embarked  with  four  flank  battalions,  twelve 
regiments  and  corps,  BritiQi,  Heflian,  and  Pro- 
vincial, a  powerful  detachment  of  artillery,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  cavalry,  and  ample  fupplies  oi 
militar)'  (lores  and  provifions. 
SirHton       Vice-admiral  Arbuthnot,  with  a   naval  force 
^])^J^'*  competent  to  the  purpofe,  aiul  which  was  fuperior 
Y«fc,iad   to  any  thing  in  the  American  feas,  prepared  to 
Bk...n.h    ^Qpyjjy  jjjjj  expedition  to  the  place  of  its  deftina- 
tion.    On  the  26tb  of  December  1779,  the  whole 
fleet  got  under  way,  and  without  difficulty  clear- 
ed the  ice  in  New- York  harbour.    For  a  few  days 
the  weather  proved  favourable  ;  the  admiral  led 
the  van,  and  kept  in  (hore ;  but  this  gleam  of 
good  fortune  was  not  fufficiently  permanent  to 
give  a  fortunate  termination  to  the  voyage  :  a 
fucceffion  (b)  of  dorms  difperfed  the  fleet ;  few 
(hips  arrived  at  Tybee  in  Georgia  before  the  end 
of  January,  fome  were  taken,  others  feparated, 
one  ordnance  velfel  foundered,  mod  of  the  artil- 
Difioihio  icry,  and  all  the  cavalry  horfcs  perifhed.     Thcfe 
befi^" "«"  acccidents  greatly  deranged  and  impeded  the  in- 
fifgc  of '  tended  attack  upon  Charles  town.    The  lofs  of 
to^B."      -llores,    cavalry,    and   military  equipage,  would 
have  been  fcnfibly  felt  in  any  fituation ;  but  in 
the  prefent,  nearly  proved  deuru^livc  to  the  ex- 
pedition.    The  commander  to  chief,  with  the 

(•)  !■  MIC  a,  (b)  la  note  B. 
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affiftahce  of  the  admiral,  the  generals,  and  other  CHAP, 
officers,  fbagbt  with  indefatigable  ardour  to  re>  ]. 
medy  tqefi:  rmUfortunes.  The;  troops  who  had  fo 
gallaotfy ,  defended  Savannah  againft  the  joint 
eSorti  of  (be  French  and  American!,  welcomed 
the  arrival  of  the  royal  army,  and  contributed 
their  endeavours  to  alleviate  prefcnt  difficulties, 
and  to  participate  in  future  glory.  According  to 
American  accouata,  (a)  the  delay. occalioncd  by 
the  idanMige  .fuftainpd  on  the  voyage,  yielded  tho 
continentaUt  the  Aate  troops,  and  the  militia,  a 
favorable  opportunity  to  a^grn^nt  the  fortification* 
of  Charles  town,  and  by  the  united  exertions  of 
art  and  labour  to  render  them  formidable.  From 
this  circumflance  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the 
crofles  and  accidents  which  bad  hitherto  bclallea 
the  King's  -troops,  did  nbt  in  th^  ,end .  prove  a 
real  calamity ;  as  the  period  confumed  in  repara- 
tion of  the  lofles  fuftaincd,  allQwcjj  time  to  the 
Americans,  enabled  them  to  aflcmble.  their  forces, 
and  colled  provilions  and  other.  Ilores  neceflary 
for  the  garrifon,  and  finally,  by  afibrding  them 
an  of^rtnnity  to  perfed  their  fortifications,,  gav^ 
them  confidence  (b)  to  hazard  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes  upon  the  event  of  a  &ege. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  loft  no  time  in .  forwarding 
the  original  intention  of  the  expedition.  On  thv 
loth  of  February  17S0,  the  tranfjxirts,  with  great 
part  of  the  army  on  board,  convoyed  by  a  proper 
force,  failed  from  Savannah  to  (c)  North  EdlAo, 
the  place  of  debarkation,  which  had  been  pre< 
vioufly  appointed.  They  had  a  favourable  and 
fpeedy  (a)  paflage  ;  and  though  it  required  time 
to  have  the  bar  explored,  and  the  channel  mark- 
ed, by  the  adivity  of  the  navy,  thefe  difficulties 
were  furmounted,  the  tranfports  all  entered  the 
harbour  the  next  day,  and  the  army  immediately 


(b]  ta  ax*  A.         (c)  la  BMt  B.        («)  I>  Mte  F.     . 
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CHAP,  look  poflHIion  of  John's  ifland  and  Stono  ferrj  : 
{  I.  Jkmes'  iflsnd,  Pcrreneau's  landing,  Wappo  cat, 
knd  other  adjacentplaces,  were  foon  artcrwardt 
obtained;  and  by  a  bridge  thrown  over  the  canal, 
the  neceflarjr  communications  were  fecured,  and 
the  ^adranced  part  cf  the  King's  arm^  occupied 
the  bank  of  Afhicy  river,  oppoflte  to  Cbartes 
town:  This  politlon,  for  the  prerent,  was  the 
mod  eligible  that  could  be  eftablifhed ;  the  air 
was  healthful,  ai^d  provilions  were  plentiful ;  its 
fitaation  equally  corered  the  Wappo  cut,  through 
which  the  boats  and  galtiea  were  to  pad  for  iht 
croffing  the  troops  orer  Afliley  rirer,  and  pro< 
te&cA  the  corps  which  was  to  march  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-general  Pattcrfon  front 
Savannah. 

When  the  commander  in  chief  qnitted  that 
^lace,  to  proceed  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Charles 
town,  many  of  the  tranfporta  were  not  arrived 
from  the  voyage  j  the  lofs  of  men  and  Aores, 
made  it  neceflary  to  difpatcb  an  order  to  New 
Tortt  for  reinforcenients  of  botb»  from  that  gar* 
tifon.  Intelligence  was  now  daily  obtained,  that 
the  defences  of  Charles  town  increafed  very  faft, 
and  that  the  troops  who  were  t»  maintahi  them, 
deceived  houHy  additions  from  Virginia  and  the 
Iwo  Carolitias.  In  confcqaence  of  this  informs* 
tton,  the  general  did  not  hcfitate  to  make  prepa- 
irations,  to  aflemble  in  greater  force  than  appear- 
tfd  requifite  at  the  firll  view  of  the  expedition  j  in 
ad^tion,  therefore,  to  the  order  conveyed  to  the 
horthward,  commands  were  for-warded  to  Major* 
geiieral  Prevoft,  to  fend  a  detachment  of  twelve 
htindred  (d)  men,  the  cavalry  indufive,  from  the 
garrifon  of  Savannah.  This  order  reached  ita 
deftination,  before  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarlcton 
with  the  principal  part  of  the  dragoons,  arrived 
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ib  Tybec  harbour.    He  found  tiK  condition  of  6rt  A  P. 
his  corps  tnortifyinr  and  dtftreffiilg  )  the  borfea       '■ 
of  both  officers  iod  men,  which  had  been  em<    , 
barked  in  excellent  order  were  deftroyed,  ow-    i; 
ilig  to  the  badnefs  of  the  wSels  employed  td    , 
franfport  them,  or  to  the  fevcrityof  the  weather    \ 
on  the  paflage  ;  and  unfortunately  there  was  no     i 
fobftitnte  to  be  found  in  Georgia  to  remedy  fuch 
a  cataftrophe.    In  this  forlorn  condition.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton  requeued  the  ufc  of  fom^  ^ 
ef  the  quartcr-maller-generars  boats,  to  tranfport 
his  men'  and  furniture  (o  Port-Royal  illand,  ill     \ 
order  to  cotled^  aFthat  place,  from  friends  and      ' 
enemies,  by  money  or  by  force,  all  tb6  hotlts 
belonging  to  the  iflandg  in  the  neighbourhood. 
This  demand  was  complied  itith,  as  there  wad 
no   other  chance  of  obtaining  horfcs  to  cafry 
the  dragoDns^jtnd  their  appointments  to  Brigadier-     I 
•general  Patterfon's  corps,    which  was  ^^R  to      , 
march  in  tbe  vicinity  of  that  quattBT,  oil  its 
rente  to  the  main  army. 

About  the  middle  of  March,  Gen^^Sl  Pat- 
terfon  croffed  the  Savaimah  Hver,  ixA  ot  bis 
march  towards  the  Cainbayee,  through  frtatbpi 
lAd  difficult  pafle«,  bad  frequent  Ikirmifll«i  irlth 
flic  milhia  of  the  country :  A  cafual  engage-  ' 
ment  lifccwire  took  place  bet*etfn  Majori  Ftf-  ' 
gufon  and  Cochrane,  the  fotitter  with  bis  own 
corps,  the  latter  with  the  Inflntfy  bf  the  firifiA  ' 
legion ;  in  which,  the  intrepidity  and  ^refetictf 
Otinhid  of  the  leaders  prevented  any  fatal 
ewremity.  Thefe  aOive  officers,  with  theit  light 
troops,  moved  oh  the  flanks  of  Brindier-^etie- 
ral  I^tterfon't  command,  and  each  receiving 
mtettigence  of  a  corps  of  the  eneniy  m  the; 
from,  thought  to  furprife  the  Americans,  and 
by  an  attack  in  the  night  deHvcr  the  main  body 
from  Rioleftation.  Fergnfon  marched,  and  ar- 
rived carfy  in  tbe  night  neat  the  poft  ftom  which 
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C  H  A  P.  be  meant  to  dModge  the  eoemy ;  he  found  thef 
!•  were  decamped,  and  he  took  their  pofition,  u 
%hc  King's  troops  were  to  pafs  near  it  in  the 
morning.:  Cochrane  reached  the  place  beforo 
day,  and  judging  by  the  fires  that  the  enemy 
were  {till  m  pofkflion,  be  led  his  men  to  tho 
attack  with  fixed  bayonets,  when  the  two  com-> 
pianders,  ip  front  of  their  refpeflive  corps,  re- 
cognized each  other's  voice,  and  fupprcfied  4 
conflict  which  might  have  been  both  mortifying 
and  deflru£tive.  Officers  of  this  entrrprifing 
defcriptioQ,  removed  the  difficulties  which  oc- 
curred to  General  Fatterfon,  on  his  march 
through  a  country  inter(e£ted  with  creeks  and 
inora&s,  and  facilitated  his  approach  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Fort-Royal  ifland ;  from 
whence,  he  difpatchcd  an  order  to  (.ieutenant- 
coloncl  Tarlcton,  to  join  him  with  the  cavalry, 
f  hcnWing_^t  Bcauforr,  if  he  had  aiTembled  a, 
fufiKient  a  umber  o^  hpr&s  to  remount  tbe  dra- 
•  goons ;'  the  nOmber  was  complete,  but  the  qua-t 
lity  was  inferior  to  th.ofe  embarked  at  New 
York  by  the  detachmtfht  of  the  I7tb  light  dra^* 
goons,  and  By  the  legion.  The  corps  felt  not 
dlfcpuraged  by  this  circuai{tance»  but  indantly 
joining  General  Fatterfon,  fought  for  occafion  to 
acquire  better  borfes  by  exertion  and  enterprife. 
The  inhabitants  of  Carolina  having  heard  of  the 
lofs  of  the  cavalry  horfcs  at  fca,  had  flattered 
themfdves  tfiat  they  could  not  t>e  fpeedily  re- 
cruited. In  order  to  con6ne  the  Britifh  troops 
(as  much  as  poi&bte  to  the  line  of  march,  and 
to  prevent  their  colle&ing  borfes  in  the  country, 
fome  of  tbera  accoutred  ihemfclves  as  cavaliers, 
and  a  few  days  after  the  junction  of  the  dragoons 
from  Beaufort,  ventured  to  infuU  the  front  of 
General  Patterfon's  corps,  which  was  compofed 
of  bis  cavalry,  who  made  a  charge,  unexpected 
by  the  Americans,   and  without  any  lofs  took 
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fome  prifotien,.  and  obtained  a  number  of  horfes.  CHAP* 
This   afeir  was  nearly  counterbalanced  in  the       i- 
ilctghboUrbood  of  Rantel's  bridge,  where  a  body 
irf  ih<;  continental  cavalry,  confifting  of  Wafh-   i 
ingtcn's  and  Bland^s  light  borfc,  and  Pula&i's 
liuflars,  carried  off  Lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton,   1 
of  the  North^Carolina  provincial  regiment,  with 
Jbtne  other  prifoners  ;  and  owing  to  the  impru- 
dence of  the   officer   who  commanded   the  ad> 
vanced  guttrd  of  the  Britifh  dragoons,    Tent  in 
purfutt,  was  on  the  point  of  gaining  advantage 
over  that  corps.     The  error  was  rcftified,  and 
the  affair  endnl  with  equal  lofg  to   both   parties. 
Nothing  material  occurred  from  this  period,  and 
General  Patterfon  foon  after  joiried   Sir   Henry 
Oieton,  who  was  occupied!  m  cftaUiQiing   ma- 
gazines, and  ere^ing  works  to  defend  the  com- 
munications, ntiar  the  banks  of  (a)  Aihley  river. 

Captain  Elphinftohe  of  "the  navy,  having  The  irar 
ftaiiooed  the  gaUies  to  proted  the  boati  on  their  riw,* 
paffage  with  tbeirpops  to  the  neck,  twelve  mitci 
above  Charles-town,,  the  miAn  body  of  the  forces 
nruWed  frpm  their  'ground;  embarked,  and  crof- 
fcd  the  river  on  thi!  29th  of  March  .  without  op- 
pofition.  (b)  On.thc  following  day.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  ordered  the  light  infantry  and  yagers, 
fupported  by  the  grenadiers,  and  the  other  corps 
and  regiments,  to  gain  the  principal  road,  and 
indve  on  towards  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  A  few 
licattcred  parties  of  the  Americans  Ikirmiftied  with  '. 
the  head  of  the  column,  and  after  wounding  the 
Earl  of  Cailbnef^,  ading  aid  de-camp  to  the 
Fommandcr  in  chief,  and  a  few  private  men, 
fell  back  to  their  fortifications.  The  royal  ar- 
my, without  farther  moleftation,  took  a  pofition 
jicroft  the  neck,    about  a  mile  and  half  from 
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CHAP.  Charles  town,  ud  effeduallr  invefted  it,  be- 
!•       twtcn  tbe  rivers  Aflilcy  and  Cooper. 

Great  part  of  Brij^t^icf'general  Fatcerfon'a 
command  was  left  neai  Wi^jif^  cut,  in  order  to 
guard  the  magazines,  till  the  Mftin  body  Ibould 
gain  tbe  neck;  when  a  paff^  Bcroft  Aflilej 
river  was  to  be  fought  for,  neuer  the  town,  for 
tbe  conveoiencf  of  tranfporting  ali  tbe  requilitet 
for  a  ficge.  Captain  Elphinftone  foon  difcovered 
a  landing  place,  which  ihortcned  the  trouble 
and  delay  attendant  upon  land  carriage,  and 
by  which  the  King's  troops  received  fupplics  of 
cannon,  ftorcs,  provifions,  and  baggage,  with 
facility  and  expedition. 

The  general  and  bis  engineers  having  fixed 
upon  the  point  and  mode  of  attack,  a  large 
working  ^arty  broke  groond,  under  cover  of 
an  advanced  detachment,  on  the  night  of  the 
I  ft  of  April:  (c)  Two  large  redoubts  were 
thrown  up  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  tfat 
American  lines,  and  were  not  difcovered  before 
day>break,  when  the  fire  from  the  town  bad 
very  inconfiderable  effe^.  The  next  evening, 
another  redoubt  was  added,  and  for  five  fuc> 
ceiHve  days  and  nights,  (he  labour  of  artificers 
and  foldiers  was  dircded  to  the  conftrudioA 
of  batteries,  wbiich  on  tbe  (d)  eighth  were 
completed  with  artillery. 
Tbcidmi.  In  thc  mean  time.  Admiral  Arbuthnot  bad 
2l  Cl^"iid  been  folly  occufHcd  in  accomf^ilhlng  tbe  ge- 
t«n  Maul-  neral's  wiflies ;  heavy  cannon  (b)  were  collea- 
cd  from  tbe  line-of-battle  fliips,  and  conveyed  to- 
the  magazines;  detachments  of  feamcn  were 
furnifhed  to  ad  on  fiiore,  under  the  command 
of  Captains  Elphinftone  and  Evan* ;  and  pte- 
pairations  were  made  for  paffing  Charles-town 
bar,  to  fecond  more  effcdually  thc  operations 

(c)  laMt^E.        (d)  bnotaE.        (b)  IdmuP. 
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of  the  wnof :  For  this  latter  purpofe,  he  Oiifted  CHAP. 
his  flag  from  the  Europe,  of  the  line,  to  the  '• 
Roebock  of  forty-four  guns,  which  with  the  i 
Rcttovrn  and  Romulus,  were  lightened  of  their  | 
(c)  gans,  provilions,  and  water;  the  fmaller  fri- 
gates being  capable  of  palSng  the  bar,  without 
that  preriouB  eitoneration.  The  bar  was  paffed 
en  the  2otfa  of  March  without  any  accident, 
iKitwitbftanding  th^  enemy's  galleys  attempted  to 
prevent  the  boats  from  founding  the  channel. 
Tbc  Americans  had  a  confiderablc  marine  force 
m  Charles-town  harbour,  from  which,  power- 
ful affiftancc  to  their  defences,  and  great  ob- 
ftrudion  to  the  approach  of  the  Britifh  fleer, 
night  be  equally  apprehended :  It  confifted  of 
an  American  Ihip,  built  fince  tbc  commence- 
ment of  (he  war,  and  i^erced  for  fixty  guns,  but 
mounting  only  forty-four;  of  feren  frigates,  of 
tiK  fame  country,  from  tbirty-two  to  fiztecn 
gttos}  with  a  l^rench  frigate  of  twoity-fiz  guns, 
and  a  polacre  of  eighteen  :  Thefe  at  firft  adopted 
the  plan  ot  dif^tiog  the  paflage  up  the  channel, 
by  moormg  with  their  Kallics  at  a  narrow  pafi 
between  Sullivan's  iSand  and  the  middle  ground, 
hi  which  ftation  they  could  have  raked  the  Britilli 
fquadron  on  its  approach  to  fort  Moultrie ;  but 
thb  delign  was  abandoned  for  a  Icfs  judicious 
eptTitwa :  The  French  and  American  armament 
retired  to  the  neighboarbood  of  Charles  town, 
without  yielding  any  afliflancc  to  the  fortifications 
en  Sutttvan's  ifland,  where  being  furnilhed  with 
chevanx  (d)  de  frifc,  the  fliips  wtrc  funk  to 
block  up  the  palbge  of  Cooper  river,  between 
Ac  town  and  Shute's  folly. 

On  the  (c)  9th  of  April,  the  admiral,  by 
Hgnal}  dVfcovered '  bis  intention  to  the  navy  uid 
army,  of  pa^g  Sullivan's  ifland,  on  which  was 

(c)  b  Mtf  p.        (d)  la  Mte  F.        (t)  Id  note  P. 
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CH  AP.conllruded  a  formidable  fort,  with  batteries  of 
'■ ;     heavy  cannon.    The  Roebuck,  Richmond,  Ro* 
:     mulus.    Blonde,    Virginia,    Rakigh,    Sandwich, 
I     and  Renown,   weighed  zifoat  one  o'clock,  and 
{     exhibited  a  magnifiocnt  and  fatisfa^ory  Tpedaclc 
to  the  royalifts,  by  fteadity  cffeding  their  paf- 
fage,  under  the  Gre  of  the  American  batteriei, 
with    the   trifling    lofi    of.  twenty-fevea    men, 
killed  and  wounded:   The  ^cetui,  a  ftorelbip, 
in  following  the  fquadron,  grounded,  and  was 
burnt  -,    otherwife.  the   navy    fufiered    lets   than 
could  have  becQ  expe£ted  from  fo  fevere  a  can- 
nonade.   The   frigate's   now  taking   a  pofition 
under  James*  ifland,  blocked-  up  the  harbour,  . 
and  Charles  towq  was  debarred  from  all  commu- 
nication with  the  country,  in  every  point  of  its 
circumference,  except  in  that  quarter  which  faced 
.  the  river  Cooper.     . 

Previous  to  the  admiral's  palEng  fort  MouU 
trie,  the  commander  in  chief  bad  ort^ered  Major 
Andre,  afting  adjutant  general,  to.  diteOi  Bri- 
gadier PatterfoD  to  fend  the  cavalry,  (a)  with  two 
light  companies  and  the  legion  infantry,  to  the 
main  army,  by  a  circuitous  march  up  the  banks 
of  Afiilcy  river:  This  movement  was  accom- 
plitbed  without  any  oppofition  from  the  American 
corps  of  cavalry  and  infantry  which  lay  at  Mid- 
dleton's  plantation,  near  Goofe.  creek,  no  great 
diftance  from  the  route  of  the  Briiifli  troops.  A 
large  quantity  of  forage,  and  fome  horfes,  were 
coIIe3ed  on  the  march,  by  the  detachment  of 
the  17th  light  dragoons,  and  by  the  BrhiOi  1e> 
gion,  previous  to  their  arrival  at  the  quarter 
houfe;  where,  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  re- 
ceived orders  to  take  pod  with  his  own  corps, 
and  to  fend  the  light  infantry  forward  to  the 
army. 


At 
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At  this  period  of  the  ficge,  and  before  tfaeCHAP. 
batteries  opened.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Admiral       '• 
Arbuttanot  thought  it  advifable  to  fend  a  fum-**"''?'. 
moos  (a)  to  Major-general  Lincoln,  who  com-  n>oi>ed  loth 
manded  in  Charles  town,  reprefenting  the  dan-  '^^'^ 
gerouB  confcquences  of  a  cannonade  and  florm. 
Hating  the  prcfcnt  as  the  on}y  favourable  op- 
poitunity  for  preferving  the  lives  and  properties 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  warning  the  commander, 
that  he  doald  be  rcfponfible  for  all  the  caUmi- 
tics  which  might  be  the  refult  of  his  temerity  and 
obftinacy.     General  Lincoln  anfwered,  (b)  tbac ' 
the  lame  duty  and  inclination  which  bad  pre- 
Tented   him  from   abandoning    Charles  town, 
durine  fixty   days   knowledge  of   tbeir  hoftile 
intentions,   operated  now  with   equal  force  in 
prompting  him  to  defend  it  to  the  laft  extremity. 
The  defences  (e)  of  Charles  town,  on  the 
land   fide,   confifted  of  a   chain  of  redoubts, 
lines,  and  batteries,  extending  from  one  river  to 
the  other,  and  fumiflied  with  eighty  cannon  and    ! 
mortars  i   the  front  works  of  each  flank  were    i 
ftrengthened  by  fwamps,    originating  from  the 
neighbouring  rivers,    and  tending  towards  the 
center,  tbrongh  which  they  were  conne^ed  by  a 
canal^^5ng  from  one  to  the  other :  Between  thefe    \ 
ontwai? impediments  and  the  redoubts,  were  two    \ 
ftrong  roiip;,  of3bbatis;  the  trees  being  buried 
flaming  in  the  earth,  with  their  branches  facing 
outwards,  formed  a  frajze  ffork  againft  the  aflaii- 
ants  i  and  thefe  were  farther  fecured  by  a  .^itch 
doufaje^icketted :  In  the  center,  the  natural  de- 
fences were  inferior  to  thofe  on  the  flanks ;  to  re- 
medy this  dcfe^,  and  to  cover  the  principal  gate, 
a  bom  work  of  mafonry  had  been  conftru£ted, 
whicE  being  clofed  during  the  fiege,  formed  a 
kind  of  ciudel.    The  fortifications  facing  the 

(t)  la  ■BU  G.  (b)  Is  DM*  G.  (t)  to  noM  B.' 
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CHAP,  two  riverg  and  the  bzrbour  bad  been  creAed  with 

f>  I  ancommon    labour    and  expencc:    Ships  with 

cbevaux  de  frircj  conne^ed  by  fpa».$nd-boonu, 

were  employed  to  block  up  the  channels,  in  order 

to  hinder  a  near  approach  of  the  King's  frigates  ( 

and  piles  and  [Ackcts-  were  fixed  in  the  ground* 

at  all  the  landing'  places,  to  prevent  any  debark- 

.   ation  from  boats :  The  whole  extent  was  hkewilc 

covered  by  batteries,  formed  of  earth  and  u- 

menjo  wood^  judicioafly  placed,   and  mounted 

,'    with  heavy  cannon. 

The  garrifon,  under  the  orders  of  Major-general 
Lincoln,  was  compofed  of  ten  (f )  weak  conuneatal 
and  liate  (i)  regiments ;  of  militia,  drawn  from 
the  Carolinas  and  Virginia }  and  of  inhabitants  of 
the  town ;  amounting  in  the  whole  to  near  fix 
thoufand  men,    exclulive  of  the  Ikilors.    Th« 
body  of  regular  troops,  deftined  for  this  Icrvice, 
though  aflilLed  by  the  militia  and  by  the  inhalH- 
l    tants,  was  fcarcel]^  adequate  to  the  defence  of 
I    fucb  cxtenfive  fortifications,  and  could  have  beea 
'    more  ufcfully  employed  in  the  field  ;  where,  ju- 
dicious operations,  afliftcd  by  the  reloorces  to  be 
found  in  the  country,  and  by  the  approaching 
beat  of  the  fealbn,    would  have  protedcd  the 

f;reateft  part  of  the  fertile  province  of  South  Caro* 
ina,  would  have  foon  overbalanced  the  prefi:nt 
'  fupcriority  of  the  firkjfh  forces,  and  would  ef' 
fedually  have  prevented  the  co-operation  c^  the 
royal  navy  and  army.  General  WaibingtOQ 
adopted  this  line  of  adion,  when  he  abandoned 
New-York  illand  for  the  Jcrlies,  when  he  yielde4 
Philadelphia  to  the.  Englifh  arms,  and  in  many 
other  inftances,  where  a  contrary  condud,  to  aU 

(f)   Innou  E. 

(•)  Slate  regtmcot",  troopi  cggiged  by  ihc^Iflcmt  a*t«:,   for  «  Oip«- 
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haman  appearance,  would  have  anav<HdabIy  efta<  CHAP, 
blifiinl  the  {oTereignty  of  Great  Britain.  L 

On  the  rejcAion  of  the  fummons,' the  batteries'  ; 
(g)  were  opened^  and  loon  obtained  a  faperiority  ' 
over  thofe  of  the  town.  The  offenfive  operation* 
of  this  fiege  were  advanced  under  the  infpedion 
of  Major  Moncriefie,  the  principal  engineer, 
vbofe  fame  was  fo  jaftif  acknowledged  in  the 
late  defence  of  Savannah :  The  attacks  were 
pbaned  with  jadginent,  and  the  works  were 
pu&ed  forward  with  induftry.  Soon  after  the 
midffle  of  April}  the  fecond  parallel  was  carrie<^ 
vithio  four  bwidred  ana  iirty  yards  of  the  enemy's 
main  works,  new  batteries  were  conftrudted,  and 
all  the  communications  were  lecured. 

Before  this  time,  the  Americans  had  joined  a 
bodjr  of  militia  to  three  regiments  of  continenul 
cavalry,  and  the  command  of  the  whole  was  in- 
tmtled  to  Brigadier-general  Huger :  This  corps 
betd  poOeflioa  of  the  forks  and  pafles  of  Cooper 
liver,  and  maintained  a  communication  with 
Cbarlof  town ;  by  which,  fuppUes  of  men,  arms, 
aramsnitiiMi,  and  provifioa,  might  be  conveyed 
to  the  garrifon  during  the  iiege,  and  by  which, 
tke  continental  troops  might  elcape  after  the  de- 
fences were  deftroycd.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was 
thoroughly  fenfible  of  the  inconvcniencies  that 
night  arifc  from  this  fituation  of  the  enemy's 
Kgbt  troops ;  and  being  lately  relieved  by  a  de- 
tachment of  tiilors  and  mariners,  from  the  charge 
of  fort  (h)  Johnibn,  he  ^re£Ved  his  attention  to 
difloge  them  from  their  poGtion.  As  foon  as  be 
Kcnved  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  a  number  of 
waggons,  loaded  with  arms,  ammunition,  and 
idothing,  from  the  northward,  be  felefted  a  de- 
tachment of  ohq  thoufuid  four  hundred  men, 

(l)  la  BNt  B. ,  .  (h)  Id  note  E. 

whom 
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C  H  AP.  vbom  he  committed  to  Lieutenani-cotonel  Web^ 
1.       fter,  with  orders  to  coiimcrad  thedeBgns  of  the 
Americans,  ood  to  break  in  upon  the  j-emaining  ; 
communications  of  Charles  town. 
Americiiii      On  the  1 1th  of  April,  LteiiteDaDt-coloncl  Tar- 
M^w-Jcton,  being  reinforced  at  the  quarter  houfe  by 
■«■  Major  Fergufou's  corps  of  markfmen,  advanced 

to  Goofe  creek :  Colonel  Webfter  arrived  on  the 
following  day  at  the  fame  place,  with  the  33d  aod 
64th  regiments  of  infantry;  Tarleton  again  moved 
on  in  the  evening,  with  his  own  and  Fergafon's 
corps,  towards  Mopk's  Corner^  (i)  as  bad  been 
previoufly  concerted  with  the  commander  in  chief, 
in  order,  if  poflible,  to  furprife  the  Americans 
encamped  at  that  place:  An  attack  in  the  night, 
was  judged  mod  advifable,  as  it  would  render 
the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  ufelefs,  and 
would,  perhaps,  prefent  a  favourable  opportunity 
of  getting  poficflion  of  Biggin  bridge,  on  Cooper- 
river,  without  much  lofsto  the  aflailants.  Pro- 
found filence  was  obferved  on  the  march.  At 
fome  diftance  from  Goofe  creek,  a  negro  was  fe- 
cured  by  the  advanced  guard,  who  difcovered 
hino  attempting;  to  leave  the  road.  A  letter  wa« 
taken  from  his  pocket,  written  by  an  officer  in 
General  Huger's  camp  the  afternoon  of  that  day, 
and  which  be  was  charged  to  convey  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Charles  town :  The  contents  of  the 
letter,  which  was  opened  at  a  houfe  not  far  dif- 
tant,  and  the  negro's  intelligence,  purchafcd  for 
a  few  dollars,  proved  lucky  iiKidents  at  this  pe- 
riod :  Lieutenant-colonel  Tartelon'a  information 
relative  to  the  fituation  of  the  enemy  was  now 
complete.  It  was  evident,  that  the  American  ca- 
valry had  poRcd  themfelves  in  front  of  Cooper 
river,  and  that  the  militia  were  placed  in  a  mect- 


(i)  u« 
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ing  faoufe,  vbich  commanded  the  bridge',  and  CHAP, 
were  diflributed  on  the  oppofite  bank.  At  three  '- 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  advanced  guard  of 
dragoons  and  mounted  infantry,  fupportcd  by  the 
remainder  of  the  legion  and  Fcrgufon's  corps,  ap- 
proached the  American  pod ;  A  watch  word  was 
immediately  communicated  to  the  officers  and  fol- 
dicrs,  which  was  dofcly  followed  by  an  order  to 
charge  the  enemy's  grand  guard  on  the  main  road, 
tbcrc  being  no  other  avenue  open,  owing  to  the 
fvampg  upon  the  Banks,  and  to  purfue  Ihem  into 
their  camp.  The  order  was  executed  with  the 
greatest  promptitude  and  fuccefs.  The  Ameri- 
cans were  completely  furprifcd :  Major  Vernier, 
of  Pulafki's  legion,  and  fome  other  officers  and 
men  who  attem|Hed  to  defend  tbemfelves,  were 
killed  or  wounded;  General  Huger,  Colonels 
Waihlngton  and  Jamiefon,  with  many  officers  and 
men,  fled  on  foot  to  the  fwamps,  clofe  to  their 
encampment,  where,  being  concealed  by  the 
darkneb,  they  efie£ted  their  efcape :  Four  hun- 
dred borfes  belonging  to  officers  and  dragoons, 
vith  their  arms  ana  appointments,  (a  valuable  ac- 
quilition  for  tbe  Britilh  cavalry  in  their  prefent 
flate)  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  vigors  ;  about 
one  hundred  officers,  dragoons,  and  buffars,  to- 
gether with  fifty  waggons,  loaded  with  arms, 
clothing,  and  ammunition,  fhared  the  fame  fate. 
Without  iofs  of  time,  Major  Cochrane  was  or- 
dered to  force  the  bridge  and  the  meeting  boufe 
with  tbe  infantryof  the  Britilh  legion :  He  charged 
the  militia  with  fixed  bayonets,  got  poficffion  of 
the  pafs,  and  dlTpcrfed  every  thing  that  oppofed  . 
bim.  In  the  attack  at  Monk's  coiner,  and  at 
B\ggin  bridge,  the  Britiffi  had  one  officer,  and  > 
two  men  w{>unded,  with  five  horfes  killed  and 
woutided.  This  figna)  ioflance  of  military  ad- 
vantage, may  be  partly  attributed  to  the  judge-  - 
ment  and  addrefs  with  which  this  expedition  was 
C  planned 
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CHAP,  planned  and  executed,  and  partly  to  the  iajudi' 
t  ciouscondud  of  the  American  commander;  who, 
befides  making  a  falfe  difpofition  of  his  corps, 
by  placing  his  cavalry  in  front  of  the  bridge 
during  the  night,  and  his  infantry  in  the  rear, 
negleded  fending  patroles  in  front  of  his  vidett'es  ; 
which  omiilion,  equally  enabled  the  BritiOi  to 
make  a  furprifc,  and  prevented  the  Americans 
recovering  from  the  confufion  attending  an  un- 
expeded  attack. 
chiriM  When  the  news  of  this  fuccefs  reached  Cok>net 

'bwiv^  Webfter,  he  commenced  his  march  for  Biggin 
Ititi.  badge,  with  the  two  Britilh  regiments  anderhis 
command,  as  there  were  other  difficulties  to  be 
furmounted  before  the  general's  plan  was  fully 
accomplilhed.  On  his  arrival  at  Monk's  corner, 
he  detached  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarlcton  to  feize 
the  boats,  and  take  poflefTion  of  Bonneau's  fer- 
ry; a  neceOary,  but  cafy  operation,  whilft  the 
country  felt  the  influence  of  (he  late  unexpected' 
defeat.  This  paflage  over  another  branch  of 
Cooper  river  was  fccured,  and  by  the  fubfequenC 
movement  of  the  King's  troops  into  the  diftrift 
of  St.  Thomas,  (k)  Charles  town  became  com- 
pletely invefted.  The  corps  under  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Webfter  had  a  large  fpace  to  guard, 
and  a  number  of  points  to  watch,  in  the  pre- 
fent  fituation  of  the  town  and  the  country.  The 
garrifori  poffelTed  a  fufficient  quantity  of  boats  to 
throw  over  the  river,  in  a  very  (hort  period,  ;f 
body  of  troops  infinitely  fuperior  to  Webfter's 
command :  Vigilance  to  guard  againft  furprife, 
and  judgement  to  occupy  advantageous  ground, 
were  equally  requisite.  The  cavalry  were  con- 
ilantly  kept  in  motion,  to  gain  intelligence  of  the 
enemy's  dcfigns,  and  to  learn  the  (itnation  of 
the  country.    Not  long  after  th;  arrival  of  the 
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BritiO)  troops  at  (he  Wando,  a  detachment  of  CH  A  p. 
continentals  from  Charles  town  took  pofleHion  of      !• 
l.aroprey's  point,  a  peninfiila  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
Cooper   river  :  Colonel  Webfter,    with  the  prin- 
cipal part   of  his  command,    marched  towards 
the  neck,  which  the  Americans  had  fortified  with 
indefatigable  ardour  fince  their  arrival,  and  in  all ' 
jKobability  would  have  ventured  an  attempt  to 
dillodge  them,  if  a  mafkcd  battery  of  eighteen 
pounders  had   not,  fortunately   for  the  £nglilh, 
opened  upon  a  rccpnnoitering  party;  which  cir- 
cumdance,  together  with  the  flank  fire  of  a  ^1- 
ley  and  an  armed   veflel,  demonftrated  the  im- 
pradicability  of  the  defign.     Colonel  Webfter     i 
judiciouHy  reaflvimed  his  former  pofition  in  the     ' 
country,  until  the  jundion  of  a  powerful  rein- 
forcemcnt  from  the  army. 

A  confiderable  corps  of  troops,  recently  ar-  Eari  cam-  - 
rived  from  New   York,  (1).  enabled  Sir  Henry  ;j;"|;^.^" 
Clinton  to   ftrengtben    the  detachment    under  mind  ia  ihs 
Webfter  :  The  importance  of  the  command,  and  """"'^ 
the  critical  fituation  of  the  enemy,  induced  him 
to  requeft  Lieutenant-general  Earl  Cornwallis  to 
dircft  the  future  operations  of  the  army  on  the 
caft  fide  of  Cooper  river.    The  intention  of  Ge- 
neral  Lincoln  in   fortifying.  Lamprey's    point, 
feems  to  have  been  counteraQed  by  the  arrival 
of  Lord  Cornwallis  with  additional  troops,  as  it 
was  evacuated  foon  after  that  event ;  and  from 
this  period,  no  cnterprife  was  undertaken  in  that 
quarter  by  the  garrifon  of  Charles  town.    The 
army  (a)   in  St.  Thomas's  made  various  move- 
.ments  to  occupy  dilFerent  pofitions,  for  conve- 
niency   of  forage  and  provifions,    and   to  fruf- 
trate  the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  both  in  the  town 
and  in  the  country. 

(I)  ipoottZ.  (■)  InwuD. 

C  »  The 
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»,  The  Atnerican  cavalry  began  to  affemble  on 
the  north  of  the  Santee  river,  towards  the  latter 
end  of  April,  under  the  protcftion  of  two  Vir- 
ginia regiments  of  infantry  and  the  militia  of 
Carolina :  Colonel  White  had  brought  fome  dra- 
goons front  the  northward,  and  had  colledcd 
thofe  who  efcapcd  from  Monk's  corner;  he  was 
foon  after  joined  by  a  detachment  from  Georige 
town,  2nd  by  Colonel  Horry's  regiment  of  fight 
horfe.  On  the  5th  of  May,  he  crofled  the  ^n- 
lee  at  Dupoi's  ferry.  Fortune  favoured  his  firft 
attempt.  He  fuddenly  furrounded  a  detach* 
mcnt  of  an  officer  and  feventeen  dragoons,  who 
were  foraging  the  next  morning  at  Ball's  plan* 
tation,  and  made  them  prifoners  without  refift- 
ance :  From  thence  he  directed  his  march  to- 
wards Lencw's  ferry,  with  an  intention  to  recrofe 
the  river,  under  the  protedion  of  two  hundred 
continental  infantry,  ordered  by  Colonel  Bufqrd 
to  meet  the  cavalry  at  that  place.  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton,  without  any  knowledge  of  the 
misfortune  which  had  happened  to  the  detach- 
ment of  light-infantry  cavalry,  was  proceeding 
on  the  fame  day  with  a  patrolc  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dragoens,  to  gain  intelligence  at 
Lencw's  ferry,  of  the  force  and  motions  of  the 
enemy :  On  the  road,  the  Britifh  were  overtaken 
by  a  loyal  American,  who  had  been  a  witnefs  to 
tlie  fuccefs  which  had  attended  Colonel  White  - 
in  the  morning,  but  had  luckily  efcaped  his 
power.  The  defcription  of  the  troops,  the  af- 
furance  of  their  intention  to  pafs  the  river  at 
Lencw's,  and  the  hope  of  retaking  the  prifoners, 
/limulated  Tarleton  to  pulh  forward  his  patrole 
with  the  greated  expedition  :  At  the  fame  time, 
the  didance  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  camp,  (3)  the 
fatigue  of  the  march,  the  heat  of  the  weather, 

{3]  TIkd  It  HD(tr*i  btidge,  Iweatjr-Cx  mHet  fma  LuKw't  foiy. 
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and  the  fight  of  their  infantry  on  the  oppofite  CHAP, 
bapk,  threw  the  Americans  quite  off  their  guard.       I. 
At  three  o'clock  in  the  aftcrnocoi,  the  advanced  ATrtrkim 
dragoons  of  the  Englift)  arrived  in-prefencc  ofL.'Jji'J'' 
their  videttes :    (mj  Tarleton  inftantly   forming  f"'j-   - 
his  troopi,  ordered  them  to  charge  the  enemy's  . 
grand  guard,  and  to  purfuc  them  into  the  main 
body.     The  corps  being  totally  furprifed,  refifl- 
ance   and  daughter  fooo  ceafed.     Five  eiHcers' 
and  thirty-fiz  men   were  killed   and  wouodcd  ; 
fevcn   officers   and  Gzty    dragoons  were  taken 
prifoners  ;  and  the  vbole  party  of  the  light  in-  - 
fantry  vere  refcued,  as  the  boat  was  pulhing  off 
to  convey  them  to  the  oppofite  fliore.     Alt  the 
horfes,  arms,  and  accoutrements  of  the  Ameri- 
.cans  were  captured.     Colonels  White,  Wafliing- 
ton,  and  Jamiefon,  with  fome  other  officers  and 
men,  availed  themfclvcs  of  their  fwimming,  to 
make  their  efcape,  while  many  who  vifhed  to 
follow  their  example  periflied  in  the  river.     The 
Britifli  dragoons  lo(t  two  men  and  four  horfes 
ID  the  adion  -,  but  returning  to  Lord  Cornwallis's 
camp   the   fame  evening,   upwards   of  twenty 
horfes  expired  with  fatigue. 

This  fuccefs  was  clofcly  followed  by  the  reduc-  ran  Unu 
tion  of  fort  Moultrie'.  The  admiral  having  taken  ^^'^'"' 
the  fort  at  Mount  Fleafant,  acquired  from  it, 
and  the  information  of  deferters,  a  full  know- 
ledge  of  the  Hate  of  the  garrifon  and  defences  of 
fort  Moultrie,  on  Sullivan's  ifland.  In  purfu- 
ance  (f )  of  this  intelligence,  and  wilhing  not  to 
weaken  the  operations  of  the  army,  which  be< 
came  every  day  more  critical,  be  landed  a  body 
of  feamen  and  marines,  under  the  command  oif 
,Captaln~  Hudlon,  to  attempt  the  fort  by  florm, 
on  the  weft  and  north-weft  faces,  whilft  the  fliipa 
pf  the  fqu&dron  battered  it  in  front.    The  garri- 
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C  H  AP.  fon,  conflfting  of  continentals  and  mititia,  to  the 
I-  amount  of  two  hundred  men,  feeing  the  immi- 
.  nent  danger  to  which  they  were  expofed,  and 
fenfible  ot  the  impoffibitity  of  relief,  accepted  of 
the  terms  offered  by  a  fummons  on  the  7th  of 
May  ;  and  by  capitulation,  (g)  furrendered  them- 
felvcs  prifoners  of  war. 

During  thefe  operations,  the  bcHeging  army 
finiflied  their  third  paraltel,  (n)  which  they  had 
carried  clofc  to  the  canalj_and  by_a  fap  pulhed 
tothejJam  which  fiipplicd^  it  with  water  on 
tBT^nght,  drained  it  in  fcveral  parts  to  the 
bottom.  On  the  6th  and  7th  of  May,  the 
artillery  was  mounted  in  the  batteries  of  this 
parallel,  and  the  traverfes  and  communications 
■were  pcrfcftly  completed.  Thus  enclofcd  (4) 
on  every  fide,  and  driven  to  its  lad  defences. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  wifhing  to  preferve  Charles 
town  from  dedruflion,  and  to  prevent  that  cffu- 
lioh  of  blood  tfhich  mud  be  the  inevitable  confe- 
quence  of  a  ftorm,  opened  a  correfpondence  on 
the  8th  with  General  Lincoln,  for  the  ptirpofe  of 
a  furrcnder  :  But  the  conditions  demanded  by  (he 
American  commander  being  deemed  higher  than 
be'  had  a  right  to  cxpc£l  from  his  prefcnt  fitua- 
tion,  they  were  (c)  rejeftcd,  and  holliliiies  renew- 
ed.  The  batteries  on  the  third  parallel  (o)  were 
then  opened,  and  by  the  fupcriority  Of  fire,  both 
of  artillery  and  fmatl  arms,  the  Britifli  troops 
were  enabled  to  gain  the  couQtccfcarp  of  the  out- 
work which  flanked  the  canal ;  which  they  like- 
I  -wife  pafled,  and  then  puflied  on  their  approaches 
I  direflly  towards  the  ditch  of  the  place.  The  pre- 
fcnt ftate  of  danger  now  urged  the  citizens  and 
militia,  who  had  formed  the  objections  to  the  late 
conditions,  to  acquiefce  (d)  in  their  being  relin- 

(e)  In  nne  F.  (p)  Id  Hte  E. 

(4)  Annvil  Rci^llcr  ij3e>  p»l«»t'. 

(()  la  D«e  U.  (0)  Id  note  E.  ,      (<!]  In  son  G. 

quiflied : 
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quiOicd  :  General  Lincoln  accordingly  propofed  CHAP. 
tfi  furrcndcr  on  the  terms  lately  offered.    The       '• 
commander   in  «bicf  and  tfac  admiral,  bcfidcs 
tfacir   diflike'  to  the  cruel  extremity  of  a  florifl, 
were  not  difpofcd  to  prefs  to  unconditional  fub- 
mifBon  an  enemy  whom  they  wiflicd  to  conciliate 
by  clemency.    They  now  granted  the  fame  con-  ■ 
ditions  which  they  had  before  prcrcribcd  as  the 
foundation  for  treaty.     The  (p)  capitulation  was  curiei 
figncd  the  nth  of  May,  and  on  the  ijtb.  Major- iXil;"^ 
general  Lcllie,  by  the  order  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
took  poflcflion  (q)  of  Charles  town. 

As  the  fiegc  was  not  produ^ive  of  fallies,  or 
dcfpcrate  aflaults,  which  were  in  a  confidcrable 
degree  prevented  by  fituation  and  the  nature  of 
,the  works,  the  carnage  was  not  great  on  either 
.fide,  and  was  not  unequally  Iharcd.  The  lofs 
(r)  of  the  King's  troops  during  the  fiege,  before 
the  town  and  in  the  country,  amounted  to  fcvcnty- 
fix  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  nine 
wounded;  and  that  of  the  Americans,  in  the 
town,. to  eighty-nine  killed,  and  one  hundred 
and  forty  wounded. 

By  the  articles  of  capitulation  the  garrifon  were 
allowed  fome  of  the  honours  of  war ;  they  (c) 
were  to  march  out  of  the  town,  at  an  hour  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofc,  to  the  ground  between 
the  works  of  the  place  and  the  canal,  where  they 
were  to  depofit  their  arms  ;  but  the  drums  were 
.not  to  beat  a  Britlfb  march,  or  the  colours  to  be 
uncafed  ;  The  continental  ,(f)  troops  and  feamcn 
were  to  keep  their  baggage,  and  to  remain  pri* 
foners  of  war  until  they  were  exchanged :  The 
militia  (g)  were  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  their 
rcfpeaive  homes,   as  prifoners  on  parole ;  and 

(F)  In  note  E.  (q)  In  note  G.  (r)  In  sate  B. 

(.)lmnettC.  ■  (i )  In  Mte  C,  (|)lnB<HeC, 

while         '  ' 
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CHAP,  while  tbey  adhered  to  their  parole^  were  not  to 
■■  be  iDoleftcd  by  ibe  Britifh  troops  in  pcrfon  or 
Urojpcrty :  The  citizens  (h)  of  all  dcfcriptions,  to 
be  confidered  as  prifoners  on  parole,  and  to  bold 
their  property  on  the  fame  terms  with  the  militia: 
The  officers  (i)  of  the  army  and  navy  to  retain 
their  fervants,  fwords,  pillols,  and  their  baggage 
unfearched :  They  were  permitted  to  fell  their 
borfes,  but  not  to  remove  them  out  of  Charles 
fown.  A  veffel  (k)  was  allowed  to  proceed  to 
Philadelphia  with  General  Lincoln's  difpatches, 
which  were  not  to  be  opened. 

Seven  general  officers,  (a)  ten  continental  re- 
giments, and  three  battalions  of  artillery  became 
prifonirs  Upon  this  occalion.  The  whole  number 
of  men  in  arms  who  furrendered,  including  town 
and  country  militia,  and  French,  amounted  to 
five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighteen,  exdufive 
bf  near  a  thouland  feamen.  A  confiderable 
quantity  of  artillery  (b)  was  taken  ;  the  total  ex- 
ceeded four  hundred  pieces.  (5)  Three  ftout 
American  (h)  frigates,  one  French,  and  a  polacre 
of  lixteen  guns,  of  the  fame  nation,  which  ef- 
eapcd  the  operation  of  being  funk  to  block  up 
the  channel,  fell  likewife  into  the  bands  of  the 
■viftors.  ■ 

After  the  furrender  of  the  town,  the  coramao-- 
der  in  chief,  without  lofs  of  rime,adoptedmcafure« 
which  appeared  both  judicious  and  neceflary.  He 
returned  thanks  to  the  army  (r)  in  general,  and  ex- 
preficd  himfclf  in  the  language  of  gratitude  when 
be  particularized  thofe  officers  and  men,  whofe 

(h)  In  Dot*  C.  (i)  I«  note  G.  (k)  la  aolt  G. 

(1]  la  noR  H.  (bj  ta  nole  H 

(;]  A  nanberof  rmtll  mrmi  ncre  likcwir«  mllcOtd  in  ttw  Inwo,  for  At 
nfc  ol  the  Iriendi  id  (he  firiiiih  govenuntnc  in  the  pieTince  ot  Souih  Can>- 
lini ;  bat  the^  were  uiifariUDatel;  dellroyed  by  the  niiguinc  likiag  fire  ■ 
few  diji  efter  ilic  cipimlalion,  Itsether  with  Cipuiit  CelliaH  *  nliub;* 
•Acer,  Md  IcTeriltDeBDftheraTilinillerj, 

(U  booie  £.  (r)  rn  ime  &. 

attention. 
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attention,  toils,   and  courage,  had  contributed  c  H  A  P^ 
to  hU  fuccefs.    He  difpatched  ihcEarl  of  Lincoln       I. 
to  Europe,  with  intelligence  of  the  important  ad- 
vantage which  had  attended  His  Majelly's  arms  ; 
and  he  circulated  proclamation!  amongft  the  in-  Pwi™* 
habitants  of  South  Carolina,  well  calculated  to"''*' 
iodace  them  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  and  to 
manifcft  their  loyalty  by  joining  the  King's  troops. 
(6)  It  was  ftatcd,  that  (a)  the  helping  hand  of 
every  man  was  wanted  To  re-eftablifh  peace  and 
^eod  gorcmment :  And  that  as  the  commander 
in  chief  wiQied  not  to  draw  the  King's  friends  into 
danger,  while  any  doubt  coold  remain  of  their 
'  fuccefs  ;  fo  now  that  this  was  certain,  he  trufled 
that  one  and  all  would  heartily  join,  and,  by  a 
general  concurrence,  give  effcft  to  fuch  nccetory 
meafurei  for  that  purpofc  as  from  time  to  time 
might  be  pointed  out.    Thofe  who  had  families 
were  to  form  a  militia  to  remain  at  home,   and 
occafionally  to  affemble  in  their  own  diftrids, 
when  required,    under   officers    of   their    own 
cfaufing,  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good 
order.    Thofe  who  had  no  ftmiltes,  and  who 
.  could  conveniently  be  fpared  for  a  time,  it  was 
prcfumed,  would  chearfully  affift  His  Majefty's 
troops  in  driving  their  oppreflbrs,  ading  under 
the  authority  of  Congrefs  and  all  the  mileries  of 
war,  far  from  that  colony.     For  this  purpofc  it 
was  faid  to  be  necefiary,  that  the  young  men 
fbould  be  ready  to  aflemble  -when  required,  and 
to  ferve  with  the  King's  troops  for  any  fix  months 
of  the  cnfuing  twelve  that  might  be  found^requi- 
fite,    under   proper    regulations.    They    might 
chufe  officers  to  each  company  to  command  them, 
and  were  to  be  ^owed,  when  on  fervice,  pay, 
ammunition,  and  provlfions,  in  the  fame  manner 
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C  H  A  P.  as  the  King*s  troops.  When  they  joined  the 
I.  army,  each  man  was  to  be  furnilhcd  with  a  certi- 
ficate, dedar-ng  that  he  was  not  only  engaged  to 
ferve  as  mititiaman  for  the  time  fpeciBcd;  that  he 
was  not  to  be  marched  beyond  North  Carolina 
and  Georgia }  and  that  when  the  time  was  out» 
he  was  freed  from  all  claims,  whatever  of  military 
fervice,  excepting  the  common  and  ufual  militia 
duty  at  the  place  of  his  refidence :  He  would 
then,  it  was  faid,  have  pttid  his  debt  to  his  coun* 
try,  and  be  entitled  to  enjoy,  undifturbed,  that 
peace,  liberty,  and  property,  at  home,  which  he 
had  contributed  to  cftabliOi. 
Effcaofihe  The  proclamations  iffued  by  the  general  pro- 
p;;;"""- duccd  great  cffeft  in  South  Carolina:  In  moft' 
of  the  diflrids  adjoining  to  Charles  town, 
great  numbers  offered  to  ftand  forth  in  the  de- 
fence of  (he  Britifh  government,  and  many  did 
voluntarily  take  up  arms,  and  place  themfelves 
under  the  direQion  of  Major  Fcrgufon,  who  was 
appointed  to  receive  and  command  them.  A  ge- 
neral revolution  of  fcntiment  feemed  to  take 
place,  and  the  caufe  of  Great  Britain  appeared  to 
triumph  over  that  of  the  American  Congrcfs.  (7)^ 
Two  hundred  and  ten  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  figncd  an  addrefs  to  the  commander  in 
chief  and  the  admiral,  foliciting  to  be  re-admitted 
to  the  chara&er  and  condition  of  Britifh  fubjo^ls, 
the  citizens  having  been  hitherto  confidered  as 
prlfoners  on  parole,  declaring  their  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  dodrine  of  American  independency, 
and  cxpretGng  their  regret,  that,  after  the  repeal 
of  thofe  Aatutes  wich  gave  rife  to  the  troubles,  the 
overtures  made  by  His  Majcfty's  commifGoners 
had  not  been  regarded  by  the  general  aflcmbly  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  Sir  Henry  CHn- 
ton,  in  one  of  the  manifelloes  ifTued  at  this  period, 

(j)  Annul)  RcgiOcr,  ijBo,  pjge  JJ. 

declared. 
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declared,  (b)  that  if  any  pcrfons  fliould  thence- CH  AP. 
forward  appear  in  arms,  in  order  to  prevent  the  L 
eftabtifhment  of  His  Majefty's  government  in 
that  country,  or  fhould,  under  any  pretence  or 
authority  whatfoevcr,  attempt  to  compel  any 
other  pcrfon  or  perfbns  fo  to  do,  or  who  Ihould 
hinder  the  King's  faithful  and  loyal  fubje^ls  from 
joining  his  forces,  or  oiherwife  performing  thote 
duties  their  allegiance  required,  fuch  perfons 
fhould  be  treated  with  the  utmoft  feverlty,  and 
their  eltates  be  immediately  feized  for  conhT- 
cation.  i„w 

The  commander  in  chief  havmg  eflabliflied 
order  in  Charles  town,  and  having  marked  the 
general  line  of  condu£l  to  be  cbferved  through-  ' 
out  Carolina  towards  the  friends  attd  enemies  of 
Great  Britain,  began  to  make  arrangements 
for  his  return  with  part  of  the  army  to  Nev 
York  ;  which  had  been  particularly  expofcd  to 
the  attempts  of  General  Wafhingtoh,  owing  to 
an  uncommonly  fevere  winter.  Previous  to  hit 
embarkation,  he  planned  fevcral  (a)  expeditions 
to  march  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  country  : 
One,  to  move  up  the  Savannah  river  in  Georgia  ; 
another,  to  pafs  the  Saluda  to  Ninety  Six ;  and  a 
third,  under  the  command  of  (a)  Earl  Cornwallis, 
to  crofs  the  Samee  river,  and  by  marching  up  the 
north-caft  bank,  to  endeavour  to  ftrikc  at  Colonel 
Buford's  corps,  which  was  retreating  to  North 
Carolina,  with  artillery,  and  a  number  of  wag- 
gons, containing  arms,  ammunition,  and  cloth- 
ing. 

Earl  Cornwallis  left  his  ground  near  Hugcr's 
bridge  on  the  iSth  of  May,  and  direflcd  his 
march  to  Lcnew's  ferry,  with  five  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  upwards  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
men :  Boats  were  collefted  with  (bme  difficulty 
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CHAP. to  pa£t  the  troops:  the  Americans  having  con- 
!■  cealed  or  dellroyed  all  within  tb«ir  reach,  to  re- 
tard  the  progrefs  of  the  roya]  army :  By  the  in- 
formation of  negroes,  who  difcovercd  where 
fome  were  (ecreted,  and  by  the  affiflance  of  car- 
penters, who  repaired  others  that  were  damaged, 
the  light  troops  were  not  long  prevented  from 
croffing  the  river.  As  foon  as  the  legion  and  the 
detachment  of  17th  dragoons  had  paued,  Lieute- 
tenant-colonel  'larleton  received  inftrudions  to 
marcti  to  George  town,  in  order  to  chafe 
away,  or  take  prifonert,  all  the  violent  enemies 
to  the  Britifli  government,  and  to  receive  the 
allegiance  of  the  well  affefted.  This  fervice 
was  performed  without  any  oppofition  during 
the  paflage  of  the  other  troops.  On  (b)  the 
aad,  the  army  moved  forwards  upon  the  fame 
road  by  which  Colonel  Buford  had  retreated 
.  ten  days  before :  The  Infantry  marched  to 
Nelfon's  ferry  with  as  much  expedition  as  the 
climate  would  allow.  From  this  place,  Earl 
Cornwallis  thought  proper  to  detach  a  corps, 
confining  of  forty  of  the  17th  dragoons,  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty  of  the  legion,  with  one  hun- 
dred mounted  infantry  of  the  fame  regiment,  and 
a  three  pounder,  to  purfue  the  Americans,  who 
were  now  fo  much  advanced,  as  to  render  any 
approach  of  the  main  body  impraQicable.  Lieu- 
tcnaot-cotonel  Tarleton,  on  this  occadon,  was 
defired  to  confult  his  own  judgement,  as  to  the 
diftance  of  the  purfuit,  or  the  mode  of  attack  : 
To  defeat  Colonel  Buford,  and  to  take  his  ean-- 
non,  would  undoubtedly,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  Carolinasj  have  con&derable  tSc€t ;  but  the 
pradicability  of  the  defign  appeared  fo  doubtful, 
and  the  diftance  of  the  enemy  fo  great,  that  the 
attempt  could  only  be  guided  by  diforetionary 
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powers,  and  not  by  any  antecedent  commands.c  HA  P. 
The  detachoicnt  left  the  army  on  the  27th,  and  h 
fallowed  the  Americans  without  any  thing  ma- 
terial happening  on  the  route,  except  the  brs  of 
a  number  of  horicB,  in  confequencc  of  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  march,  and  the  heat  of  the  climate : 
By  preifing  horfes  on  the  road,  the  light  troops 
arrived  the  next  day  at  Camden,  when  Lieute< 
nant-colonel  T^rleton  gained  intelligence,  that 
Colonel  Buford  had  quitted  Rugely's  mills  on  the 
26th,  and  that  he  was  marching  with  great  dili- 
gence to  join  a  corps  then  upon  the  road  from 
Salisbury  to  Charlotte  town  in  North  Carolina. 

This  information  ftrongly  manifefted  that  no 
time  was  to  be  loll,  and  that  a  vigorous  effort 
Was  the  only  refource  to  prevent  the  jundion  of 
the  two  American  corps.  At  two  o'dock  in  the 
morning,  the  Britifli  troops  being  tolerably  re- 
ireibed  continued  their  purfuit:  They  reached 
Rugeley's  by  day  light,  where  they  learned  that 
the  continentals  .were  retreating  above  twenty 
miles  in  tbdr  front,  towards  the  Catawba  fettle- 
ment,  to  meet  their  reinforcement.  At  this 
period,  Tarleton  might  have  contented  himfclf 
with  following  them  at  his  leifure  to  the  bounda- 
ry line  of  South  Carolina,  and  from  thence  have 
returned  upon  his  footftcps  to  join  tht  main  army, 
fatisfied  with  purfuing  the  troops  of  Congrefs  out 
of  the  province  }  but  animated  by  the  alacrity 
which  he  difcovered  both  in  the  officers  and  men, 
to  undergo  all  bardOiips*  he  put  his  detachment 
in  motion,  after  adopting  a  firatagem  to  delay 
the  inarch  of  the  enemy :  Captain  Unlock,  of 
the  legion,  was  employed  to  carry  a  fummons 
(a)  to  the  American  commander,  which,  by  mag- 
nifpn^  the  number  of  the  Britiib,  might  mtimi- 
dote  him  into  fubmilEon,  or  at  Icaft  deby  him 

(■)  la  D««  U 

whiUfc 
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CHAP.whild  be  deliberated  on  an -anfwef.  Colonel 
L  Buford,  after  detaining  the  flag  for  fbme  tim?. 
without  baiting  his  march,  returned  a  defiance* 
(b)  By  this  time  many  of  the  Britifh  cavalry  and 
mounted  infantry  were  totally  worn  out,  and 
dropped  fuccellively  into  the  rear  ;  the  horfes  of 
the.  three  pounder  were  likcwifc  unable  to  pro- 
ceed. In  this  dilemma,  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarlcton  found  himfelf  not  far  diftant  from  the 
enemy,  and,  though  not  in  a  fuitable  condition 
for  a^ion»  he  determined  as  foon  as  poHible '  to 
attack,  there  being  no  other  expedient  to  flop 
their  progrefs,  and  prevent  their  being  reinforced 
the  next  morning:  The  only  circumftance  fa- 
vourable to  the  Britifh  light  troops  at  this  hour, 
was  the  known  inferiority  of  the  continental  ca- 
valry,  who  could  not  harrafs  their  retreat  to  Earl 
Cornnallis's  army,  in  cafe  they  were  repulfcd  by 
tbtf  infantry. 

At  three  o'clock  (a)  in  the  afternoon,  on  the 
confines  ot  South  Carolina,  the  advanced  guard 
of  the  Britifh  charged  a  ferjeant  and  four  men  of 
the  American  light  dragoons,  and  made  them 
prifoncrs  in  the  rear  of  their  infantry.  This 
event  happening  under  the  eyes  of  the  two  com- 
manders, they  refprftively  prepared  their  troops 
for  aSion.  Colonel  Buford's  force  confided  of 
three  hundred  and  eighty  continental  infantry  of 
the  Virginia  line,  a  detachment  of  Waftiington's 
cavalry,  and  two  fix  pounders  :  He  cbofe  his  poft 
in  an  open  wood,  to  the  right  of  the  road  ;  he 
formed  his  infantry  in  one  line,  with  a  fmall  re< 
ferve ;  he  placed  his  colours  in  the  center ;  and 
he  ordered  bis  cannon,  baggage,  and  waggons^ 
to  continue  their  march. 

Lieutenat-coloael  Tarleton  made  his  arrange- 
ment for  the  attack  with  alt  pofQble  expedition : 


(■}  U  ootr  M. 
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He  confided  hU  right  vingi  vhidi  was  compofed  CHAP, 
of  fixty  dragoons,  and  nearly  as  many  mounted  !• 
infantry,  to  Major  Cochrane,  defiring  bim  to 
difmouot  the  latter,  to  gall  the  enemy's  flank, 
before  he  moved  againft  their  front  with  his  ca- 
valry :  Captains  Corbet  and  Kinlock  were  direct- 
ed, with  the  17th  dragoons  and  part  of  the  legion, 
to  charge  the  center  of  the  Americans  ;  whilft 
Ijeutenant-coloocl  Tarlcton,  with  thirty  chofen 
horfc  and  fome  infantry,  alTauIted  their  right 
flank  and  rererve:  This  particular  fituation  the 
commanding  officer  feleftcd  for  himfelF,  that  he 
might  difcorer  the  cffed  of  the  other  attacks. 
The  dragoons,  the  mounted  infantry,  and  three 
pounder  in  the  rear,  as  they  could  come  up  with 
their  tired  borfes,  were  ordered  to  form  fome- 
thtng  like  a  rcfcrvc,  oppofite  to  the  enemy's  cen- 
ter, upon  a  fmall  eminence  that  commanded  the 
Toad  i  which  difpofition  afforded  the  Brilifh  light 
troops  an  objeCt  to  rally  to,  in  cafe  of  a  rcpulfe, 
and  made  no  inconfiderable  impreflion  on  the 
mtndt  of  their  opponents. 

The  difpofition  being  i;oniplctcd  witliout  any 
fire  from  the  eneiny,  though  within  three  hun- 
dred yards  6f  their  front,  the  caValry  advanced  to 
the  charge.  On  their  arrival  within  fifty  paces,  . 
the  continental  infantry  prcfented,  when  Tarlcton 
was  furprifcd  to  hear  their  officers  command 
tbem  to  retain  their  fire  till  the  Britifft  cavalry 
were  nearer.  This  forbearance  in  not  firing  be- 
fore the  dragoons  were  within  ten  yards  of  the 
obje&  of  their  attack,  prevented  their  falling  in- 
to confufion  on  the- charge,  and  likewife  deprived 
the  Americans  of  the  farther  ufe  of  their  ammu- 
nition :  Some  officers,  men,  and  horfes,  fufTered 
by  this  fire  ;  bat  the  battalion  was  totally  broken, 
and  {laughter  was  commenced  before  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarlcton  could  remount  another  horfc, 
the  one  with  which  be  led  bis  dragoons  being 
overturned 
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CHAP,  overturned  by  the  voUey.  Thus  m  a  few  mmtttet 
L  ended  an  affair  which  might  hive  had  a  very, 
different  termination.  The  BritiOi  troops  had  (b) 
two  officers  killed,  one  wounded  ;  three  privates 
killed,  thirteen  wounded  ;  and  thirty-one  horfei 
killed  and  wounded.  The  lofs  of  officers  and 
men  was  great  on  the  part  of  the  Americans, 
owing  ta  the  dragoons  fo  effcdually  breaking  the 
infantry,  and  to  a  report  amongft  the  cavalry, 
that  they  had  loft  their '  commanding  officer, 
which  ftimulated  the  foldicrs  to  a  vindtdivc 
afperity  not  eafily  retrained,  Upwards  (c)  of 
one  hundred  officers  and  men  were  killed  on  the 
fpot  J  three  (d)  colours,  two  rix-poundcrs,  and 
above  two  hundred  prifoners,  with  a  number  of 
waggons,  contaiuHig  two  royals,  quantities  of 
new  clothing,  other  military  llores,  and  camp 
cquijvge,  fell  into  the  poflemon  of  the  viftors. 

Tbc  complete  fuccefs  of  this  attack  may,  in 
great  meafure,  be  afcribed  to  the  miftakes  com- 
mitted by  the  American  commander :  If  be  had 
halted  the  waggons  as  loon  as  he  found  the  BritiQi 
troops  prelling  his  rear,  and  formed  them  into  a 
kind  of  redoubt,  for  the  protefkioQ  of  his  cannott 
and  infantry  againft  the  affault  of  the  cavalry,  in 
all  probability  he  either  would  not  have  been  at- 
tacked, or  by  fuch  a  difpofition  he  might  have 
foiled  the  attempt :  The  Britilh  troops,  in  both 
cafes,  would  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  the 
purfuit,  as  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood 
could  not  immediately  have  fupplied  them  with 
forage  or  provifions  ;  and  the  continentals  might 
have  decamped  in  the  night>  to  join  their  rein- 
forcement.  Colonel  BuU>rd,  alfo,  committed  a 
material  error,  in  ordering  the  infantry  to  retain 
their  tire  tili  the  Britilh  dragoons   were  quite 

lb)  In  aMs  M.  {c}  Id  not*  M. 
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ctefe  ;  wJMch  when  given,  bad  little  vfkOt  eithet  C  H  A 1^. 
upoo  the  mindfl  or  bodies  of  tbei  a^taiHd,  ib       I. 
conipviroo  witb  the  execution  that  might  be  ex~ 
pefied  from  a  fuecelltvc  fire  of  platoon^  or  df- 
vifieos,  cooudeitccd   at  the  diftance  of  three  or 
four  hundred  paco. 

The  wounded  of  both  parties  were  coliefted  , 
with  all  poilible  difpatch,  and  treated  with  equal 
humanity.  The  Am«riean  officers  and  foldiers 
who  were  unable  to  travel,  were  paroled  the  next 
moruing,  and  placed  at  the  neighbouring  planta- 
tions and  in  a  meeting  houfe,  not  far  diftant  from 
the  field  of  battle :  Surgeons  were  fent  for  from 
Camden  and  Charlotte  town  to  aStl  them,  and 
every  polBble  convenience  was  provided  by  the 
Britilh.  This  bufinefs  being  accomplilhcd.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel TatletoQ  gained  intelligence,  that 
the  American  reinforcement  had  failcn  back 
upon  the  report  of  the  late  affiiir  j  therefore,  on 
the  evening  of  the  30th,  he  commenced  his 
march  towards  Earl  Cornwallis.  The  main  army 
(e^  had  not  moved  more  than  forty  miles  from 
Nelfon's  ferry,  when  the  firft  exprefs  arrived 
with  the  news  of  the  advantage  obtained  by  the 
light  troops.  A  few  days  afterwards,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis was  joined  at  Camden  by  the  detachment 
under  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarlcton,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  the  American  cannon,  royals,  and  wag- 
gons, which  were  delivered  to  the  artillery  and 
quarter-mafter-general's  departments. 

On  the- 5th  of  June,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  left  si'.Hmrj 
Charles-town  harbour,  on  board  the  Romulusl  f^,ftom 
Before  he  failed,  he  had  the  agreeable  intclli-  "»■''«• 
gence  of  the  defeat  of  the  Americans  at  Wacfaw ; 
a  circumftance  that  evinced  the  total  extirpation' 
of  the  continental  troops  within  the  provinces  of 
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CHAP.  Geor^a  and  South  Candiaa.  This  event  tended 
!■  to  increafc  the  &tisft&ioD  be  had  before  expe- 
rieneed,  on  accoont  of  the  favourable  reports  (f ) 
from  Augufta  and  Ninety  Six ;  where  the  inba* 
bitants  had  manifeftcd  their  peaceable  intention*, 
and  fome  tboufimds  of  militia  men  bad  flocked  to 
the  reyd  ftandard* 

tf)bMMM. 
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NOTES 

TO     T  Hg 

FIRST        CHAPTER. 


The  author  tbinis  it  necejfary  to  obferve,  that  the 
originals  of  all  letters  marked  thus  ^  are  in  bit 
p(0ejfiim  \  lbs  reft  are  copied  from  autbentic  pub^ 
ticatiem. 


(NOTE      A.) 

Extract  from  a  Utter,    written  by  Colonel  Jabn 
Lawrence. 

Chiilei  towD,  Feb.  a;,  1780. 

THE  Britifli  army,  {aid  to  be  under  the  com-  }tcmto\u 
mand  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  arc  diftributed  cufw. 
on  Port-Royal  iQand,  John's  iflaind,  Stono  ferry, 
and  a  detachment  laft  night  apon  James  iiland— 
Head  quarters  are  at  Fcnwick's  houfe,  on  John's 
iiland — Four  of  their  gallies  have  been  feen  be- 
tween John  and  James  iflands  \  the  number  of 
troops  not  known,  fuppofed  to  be  much  dimi- 
niOied  fince  the  embarkation  at  New  York— * 
There  is,  undoubtedly,  fome  grand  impediment 
to  the  enemy's  progreu.  Alt  their  horfcs  perilhed 
at  fea»  and  much  of  their  furniture  was  cap- 
D  4  turcd. — 


iS  CAMPAIGNS  OF    I^8o    AND   I781    IK   TUB 

Hotel  to  tbc  tared. — The  enemy's  .(^)  delay  has  afibrded  an 
chuu  opportunity  for  flrengthcning  the  lines  of  Charles 
town,  which  will  be  in  pretty  good  order  to- 
morrow— Reinforcements  arc  expcftcd — General 
Hagan  is  within  a  few  miles — The  Virginia  troops 
are  fomcwhcrc  !  .^fiftance  from  that  Jijierjiate  has 

been    expeiled  thefe   eighteen  months General 

Moultrie  is  forming  a  camp  at  Bacon  bridge, 
where  he  has  about  five  hundred  horfe,  being 
horfe  of  this  ftate,  Baylor's  and  Bland's  of 
Virginia.  General  Williamfon  is  encamped  at 
Augufta.  A  thoufand  men  are  expected  from 
bis  brigade — General  RicbardTon  aiid  Colonel 
Caphew  are  raifing  the  militia  a,t  and  about 
Camden. — At  this  moment  oyr  efcape  depends 
on  farther  delay  on  the  enemy's  part.  Two  or 
three  weeks  more  will  make  this  garrifon  flrong  ; 
the  inhabitants,  in  general,  arc  in  good  fpirits. 
Competent  judges  (b)  fay,  that  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton will  then  have  caufe  to  repent  his  enterprizc. 


(NOTE      B. ) 

from  the  London  Gazette. 

Wlutchall,  April  26,  1780. 

Extraa  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Ctinton^  Knight 
of  the  Bathy  to  Lord  George  Germain,  dated 
Head  garters,  James'  ifland^  South  Carolina, 
March  gii,  1780,  Received  by  the  Swift  packet, 
Cafi.  Nichols^  from  New  Tork. 

MY  laft  difpatcb,  No'.  83,  will  have  inform- 
ed your  lordfliip,  that  the  admiral  an4  I  only 
waited  pofitivc  information  ccmcerDing  Count 
D'Efiaing's  fleet  to  put  to  fea. 

IntcUi- 

C..M^o\r 
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Intelligence  (a)  of  thfeir  having  »quittcd  tht  Moiettotw 
coall  arrived  late  in  December,  and  the  troops  f^^t. 
having   been  fomc  time  embarked,  the  admiral 
was  enabled  to  fail  the  26th. 

I    will    trouble    your  lordfiiip   with  no   other 
particulars    of  a  very  tcdiooa  voyage  in  (b)  uti- 
common  bad  weather,  than  to  mention,  that  in 
our  loiTcs  of  tranfports  the  lives  of  the  crews  have 
been  faved ;  that  only  one  (hip  is  miffing,  hav- 
ing  on  board  a  detacbmem  of  HcQians,  and  fup- 
pofed  to  have  bore  away  for  the  Weft  Indies : 
But  we  have  to  regret  the  total  lofs  of  an  ordnance 
fhip,  which  foundered  at  fea,  and  of  much  the 
greater  part  of  the  horfes  brought  for  cavalry, 
or    other  public    ufes.     It  was  judged    beft    to 
proceed  by  a  fccond  navigation  from  Tybce  to 
North    (c)    Ediflo,  and  from  thence   to  pafs  to 
John's  and  next  to  James  ifland.     By  a  bridge 
over  Wappoo  cut,  we  have  from  thislaft  gained 
the  banks  of  ADiley  river.  My    intention  is  to 
pafs  to  the  neck  of  Charles  town  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible.     The  enemy  have,  I  find,  colle^ed  their 
whole  force  to  that  place.    This  is  faid  not  to 
exceed  dve  tboufand  men  at  prefent ;    but  re- 
inforcements are  daily  cxpcftcd.    In  the  mean 
time,  as   the   rebels  have  made  the  defence  of 
Charles  town  their  principal  objcfl,  I  have  de- 
termined  on    my    part  to  affembic    in    greater 
ftrepgth  before  it,  and  with  this  view  have  called 
immediately  to  this  army  a  corps  (d)  I  had  left 
in  Georgia.    They  will  pafs  the  Savannah  river, 
and  join  me  by  land. 

The  force  afloat  at  Charles  town  is  four  rebel 
ami  one  French  frigate,  with  an  old  fixty-gun 
Jhip,  and  fome  brigs  and  gallics. 

Although  our   long  voyage,  and  unavoidable 

delays  fince,  have  given  the  rebels  time  to  fortify 

Charles  town  towards  the  land,  a  labour  their 

number  in  negroes  has  greatly  facilitated ;  yet, 

conliding 
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N<>tMuibfinoyc»  that  I  may  knov  vhere  to  find.yoo. 
cbljflcr.  A«  you  will  be  fo  conftantly  moving,  you  will 
not  of  courfe  be  able  to  embarrafs  yourfclf  with 
the  care  of  fuch  florcs  as  may  fall  into  your 
hands  :  If  you  apprehend  that  ^ay  fuch  may 
be  in  danger  of  being  retaken  by  the  enemy, 
and  that  they  wilt  be  ufeful  to  tbem,  you  will 
pleafe  to  deftroy  them.  I  mult  recommend  it  to 
you  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  to  ufc  your  utmoft 
endeavours  to  prevent  the  troops  under  your 
command  from  committing  irregularities,  and  I 
am  convinced  that  my  recommendation  will  have 
weight,  when  I  alTure  you  that  fuch  conduct  will 
be  highly  agreeable  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

lam,  SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient,  humble  fcrvant, 

CORNWALLIS. 

Lieut.  Col.  Tarleton. 


(NOTE      E.) 

From  the  London  Gazette  Extraordinary. 

Whitehall,  June  15,  1780. 

Thh  morning  the.  Earl  of  Lincoln,  aid-de-camp  fo  ■ 
his  Excellency  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton^  Knight 
of  the  Bath,  arrived  at  this  office  wiffo  the  fol- 
lowing difpatch  for  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
George  Germain  : 

Charlet  town,  Ma/  13,  1780. 

Mt  Lord, 
I  W I L  L  not  trouble  your  lordfliip  with  a 
repetition  of  the  delays  and  dilficuhies  which 
I  protrafted 
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protraded  ferious  operation  nntil  the  xpthofWotCTtoth. 
Marcb,  on  which  day  the  landing  on  Charles- "ci^^lr. 
town  neck  was  e£Fc6ted. 

By  this  time  a  depot  was  formed ;  the  admiral  . 
bad  paficd  the  bar,  and  I  had  the  cflential  af- 
liflance  of  officers  and  feamen  of  the  royal 
navy  for  my  operations.  I  was  alfo  ftrengthcncd 
■with  the  corps  from  Georgia,  uftder  Brigadier- 
general  Patterfon,  which,  through  a  country 
interfered  with-  rivers,  and  rendered  more  dif- 
ficult by  heavy  rains,  had  advanced,  not  unop- 
pofed,  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  days  from  Savan- 
nah to  (a)  Alhley  river. 

The  paflage  of  Afliley,  under  the  conduft  of 
Captain  Eiphinftone,  and  by  the  good  fervicc  of 
the  officers  and  failors  of  the  fleet,  was  accom- 
plifhed  with  order  and  expedition,  and  without 
refiftance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

The  day  fucceeding  it  the  army  moved  towards 
Charles  town,  and  on  the  night  of  the  ifl  of  (c) 
April  broke  ground  within  eighteen  tundred   k  Vy^ 
yards  of  the  rebel  works,  I 

By  the  (d)  8th  our  guns  were  mounted  in  bat- 
tery ;  and  I  bad  the  fatisfaftion  to  fee  the  admiral 
.    pafs  into  Charles  town  harbour  with  the  fuccefs 
his  conduft  defervcd,  though  under  a  very  heavy 
fire  from  Sullivan's  ifland. 

At  this  period  we  judged  it  advifable  to  fend 
the  incloled  fummons  to  the  place,  which  return- 
ed the  aniwer  I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit 
with  it.  * 

The  batteries  (g)  were  opened  the  next  day. 
From  their  effcft  we  foon  ohfcrvcd  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  advanced  works  to  abate  conliderably ; 
the  attention  of  the  engineers,  and  the  diligence 
of  the  troops,  but  increafmg  as  they  proceeded. 
A  fecond  parallel  was  complete^  on  the  i  gth  of  I 
April,  and  fecure  approaches  opened  to  it.    We     ' 
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Nou(tsth«  were  now  within  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of 

Clupter.    the  place 

My  communications  hftd  hitherto  required  tho 
grcateft  attention :  They  had  been  chofen  from 
'  Fcrrenau's  landing  in  Stono  river  acrofs  the 
Wappoo,  and  by  unall  inlets,  leaving  only  a  mile 
of  land  carriage  into  the  part  of  Alhlcy  river  op- 
pofite  our  camp. 

Works  for  the  protedion  of  the  ftores  and  dip- 
ping in  Stono,  others  on  the  communication,  and 
fcveral  redoubts  and  batteries  on  Afliley,  were 
the  labours  neceflary  to  give  fecurity  in  fo  itnpor-t 
tant  a  point. 

The  prefence  of  the  fleet  in  the  harbour  reliev- 
irig  me  from  apprebenfion  on  that  part,  and  tbc 
admiral  taking  to  bimfelf  the  defence  of  fbrt  (h) 
Johnfon,  I  was  able  to  detach  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  men,  under  Lieutenant-colonel  WebAer, 
of  the  33d  regiment,  to  break  in  upon  the  ene- 
my's remaining  communication  with  the  couQ> 
try. 

Our  fuccefs  but  for  this  meafure  would  have 
been  incomplete,  as  I  bad  reafon  to  fear  a  naval 
force  could  not  be  got  into  Cooper  river,  nor  con- 
fcquently  the  place  to  be  totally  invefted. 
■  Your  lordfliip  will  obfcrve,  that  Colonel  Web- 
,  fier  bad,  in  the  execution  of  his  orders,  rivers  to 

crofs,  and  other  difficult  operations  to  eScQ,  in 
prefence  of  a  very  fuperior  cavalry,  which  might 
barafs  him  much*  It  was,  therefore,  of  the  ut< 
moll  importance  to  flrike  at  this  corps,  and,  as 
fuddcnly  as  poflible,  to  feize  the  principal  paflcs 
of  the  country. 

The  furprifc  (i)  and  defeat  of  the  collefled  ca- 
valry and  militia  of  the  rebels,  and  the  pofleffing 
Biggin's  bridge  over  Cooper,  by  Lieutenant- 
colonrl  Tarleton-with  the  horfe,  the  legion,  and 
■  Major  Fergufon's  detachment,  gave  the  command 
of  the  country  (k)  to  Colonel  Webftcr,  threw 

into 
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into  his  hands  great  ftipplies  of  provifion,  and  en-  NateiiadM 
abled  him  to  take  a  port  near  the  head  of  Wandoo  q^. 
mer,  forbiddmg  by  laifd  all  farther  accefs  toTthc 
town  from  Cooper  to  the  inland  navigation.  An 
armed  naval  force  vbich  the  admiral  Tent  into 
Scrvec  bay,  and  another  ftationcd  in  Spencer's 
inlet,  completed  the  invcfliture  to  the  fca. 

A  confiderabte  reinforcement  joining  me  from      . 
0)  New  York,  the  i8th  of  April,  I  immediately      j 
ftrcngthened  the  corps    beyond    Cooper   river>      j 
which,  thus  augmented,  1  requeued  Lieutenant 
general  Earl  Cornwallis  to  take  under  his  com- 
iiand. 

I  On  the  6th  of  May,  the  third 'parallel  (n)  was 
lompleted  clofe  to  the  edge  of  the  rebel  canal, 
Ind  a  fap  carried  to  the  dam,  which  contained  its 
Vatcr  on  the  right,  by  which  means  a  gr^at  part 
was  drained  to  the  bottom. 

'We  could  now  form  juller  opinions  of  the  de- 
fences of  the  town  towards  the  land,  which  ex- 
tended in  a  chain  (e)  of  redoubts,  lines,  and 
batteries,  from  Alhley  to  Cooper.  In  front  of 
cither  flank  of  the  works,  fwamps,  which  the 
canal  conneds,  ooze  to  each  river  ;  betwixt  tbcfe 
impediments  and  the  place  are  two  rows  of  ab- 
batis,  various  other  obftru^ions,  and  a  double 
picketted  ditch  ;  a  horn-work  of  mafoDry,  which, 
during  the  fiege,  the  enemy  clofcd  as  a  kind  of 
citadel,  ftrengthened  the  center  of  the  line  and  ^ 
the  gate,  where  the  fame  natural  defences  were 
not  found  as  near  the  water :  Eighty  pieces  of 
cannon  or  mortars  were  mounted  in  the  extent  of 
thcfc  lines. 

On  the  6th  of  May  our  batteries  were  ready  in 
the  third  parallel.  New  and  very  forcible  motives 
now  prevailed  to  induce  the  place  to  capitulate. 
Admiral  Arbuthnot  had  landed  a  force  of  fcamcn 
and  marines  on  Sullivan's  ifland,  under  Captain 
Hudfon,  to  whom,  on  the  threat  that  (hips  Ihould 
batter 
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Now.  toihe  batter  the  fort,  the  garrifon  delivered  themrdvcs 
ch^met     up°"  terms. 

Lieutenant-general  Earl  Cornwallis  had  been 
no  lefB  fucccfsful  in  the  country.  The  cavalry 
under  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarlcton  had  again  the 
good  fortune  which  conduct  and  gallantry  deferve, 
qnd  overtook  at  the  Saniee  a  body  of  horfe  the 
enemy  had,  with  infinite  difficulty,  collefted  to- 
gether. They  (m)  were  mod  fpiritcdly  charged, 
and  defeated.  Moft  of  the  riders  fled  to  the  mo- 
raffes,  or  threw  themfelves  into  the  river,  from 
whence  few  have  extricated  themfelves.  Fifty  or 
fixty  men  were  killed  or  taken,  and  every  horfe 
of  the  corps,  with  the  arms  and  appointments, 
fell  into  our  hands. 

Although,  in  a  fecond  correfpondence  which 
the  enefny  folicitcd,  they  had  (hewn  in  their  pro- 
pofaU  for  a  furrender  far  too  extenfive  pretcnfions, 
the  admiral  and  myfelf  could  not  refrain  from  at- 
tempting once  more  to  avert  the  cruet  extremity 
of  a  ftorm.  In  this  renewal  of  treaty,  how- 
ever, we  did  not  find  their  indtfcretion  much 
abated. 

The  batteries  of  the  third  parallel  (0)  were 

therefore  opened,  and  a  manifeft  fuperiority  of 

!  fire  foon  obtained  ;  the  corps  of  yagers  a^ing 

:  as  maikfmen,  were  on  this  occafion  extremely 

■     j   ufeful. 

Under  this  fire  we  gained  the  counterfcarp  of 
'  the  outwork  which  flanked  the  canal,  the  canal 
j   itfelf  was  pafled,  and  work  carried  on  towards  the 

ditch  of  the  place. 
'  The  nth.  General  Lincoln  fent  to  us  his  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  terms  he  had  two  days  before 
objefted  to.  Whatever  fevere  jufticc  might  dic- 
tate on  fuch  an  occafion,  we  refolved  not  to  prcfs 
to  unconditional  fobmiflion  a  reduced  army, 
whom  we  hoped  clemency  might  yet  reconcile 
to  us.  The  articles  of  capitulation  were  there- 
fore 
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fore  figoedi  fuch  as  I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  Noiedoifaa 

On  the  nth.  Major-general  Lcflie  took  (q) 
pofleflioD  of  the  tovn.  There  are  taken,  fevcn 
general  ofBcers,  a  comaiodore,  (f  )  ten  continen- 
tal regiments,  and  three  battalions  of  arullery, 
together  with  town  and  country  militia,  French, 
and  feamen,  make  about  Gx.  thoufand  men  in 
arms.  The  titular  deputy  governor,  council,  and 
civil  officers,  are  atfo  prifoners* 

Four  frigates  and  fevcral  armed  veffels,  with  a 
great  Dumber  of  boats,  have  likewife  fallen  into 
our  poficilloa,  and  about  four  hundred  pieces  of 
cannon. 

Of  the  garriloQ,  artillery,  and  (lores,  your 
lordfliip  will  have  as  perfect  returns  as  I  Ihall  be 
able  to  colled.  _.  / 

I  have  yet,  my  lord,  to  add  to  this  tetter,  the    !  ' 
exprefOons  of  gratitude  I  owe  to  the  array,  (r)    ^ 
whofe  courage  and  toil  have    given    me    fuc- 
ccfs. 

I  have  mod  warmly  to  thank  Lieutenant-general    ■■ 
Earl  Cornwaltis,  Major-generals  Leflie,  Huync, 
and  Kolbortb,  and  Brigadier- general  Fattcrfon,    j 
for  their  uTimatrd  al&flance.  I 

I  truft  I  do  not  flatter  myfelf  vainly,  that  the 
good^  fervices  during  the  fiege,  of  the  officers 
and  foldiers  of  the  royal  artillery,  of  Captain 
Etphinllone,  and  the  officers  and  feamen  of  the 
royal  navy  ferving  with  us  on  Ihore,  of  the  corps 
of  engineers,  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  every 
corps,  Britilh  and  Heffian,  and  particularly  the  '  ^ 
yager  detachment,  will  receive  His  Majcfty's  f 
gracious  approb'attoo. 

I  have  cfpecially  to  exprefs  my  obligation  to 
Lieuteqant-colonel  Webfter,  and  the  corps  which 
aftcd  under  him.    And  I  have  to  give  the  great- 
eft  praife  to  Liutenant-coloncI  Tarlcton  and  the 
cavalry, 

..........  .Coogic 
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Mate  III*  Cavalry,  for  their  cooduA,  braTcrTi  and  eminent 

Pirft        r        ■ 

cii«r.  fcrvicet. 

I  But  to  Major  Moncrieff,  the  commanding  en^ 
i  ginccr,  who  planned,  and,  with  the  ailillancc  of 
juch  capable  officer*  under  him,  conduded  tbe 
fiege  with  fo  much  judgmeot,  intrepidity,  and 
laborious  attention,  I  wiJh  to  render  a  tribute  of 
i_^^  the  very  bigheft  applaufe,  and  moft  permanent 
gratitude  ;  perTuadod  that  far  more  flatterin|f 
commendations  than  I  can  bellow  will  not  fail  to 
crown  fuch  rare  merit. 

Your  lordfliip  has  feen  how  great  a  fliare  Ad- 
miral Arbuthn'ot  and  the  fleet  nave  had  in  every 
meafure.  I  can  add,  that  had  we  been  necelfi- 
tated  to  make  an  aflault,  I  am  perfuaded  a  very 
confpicaous  part  would  have  been  taken  by  the 
ffiips,  to  favour  us  at  that  important  crifis. 

I  have  the  honour  to  fend  your  lordlhip  returns 
of  our  lofs. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.    CLINTON. 


Return  (r)  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  troops 
under  the  command  of  bit  Excellency  General  Sir 
Henry  Clinton^  from  the  debarkation  in  South 
Carolina  the  i\th  of  February y  to  tbefurrender 
of  Charles  town  tbe  iztb  of  May. 

BRITISH. 

Royal  artillery.     5  rank  and  file  killed ;  7  ditto 

wounded, 
ill  battalion  of  light  infantry.     8  rank  and  file 
killed}  I  Cerjcant,  17  rank  and  file  wounded. 
2d  battalion 
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Ad  battalion  ditto.     li  rank  and  file  killed;  IK 

lieutenantt  12  rank  and  file  wounded. 
I>cta<:hmeiit  of  ditto.     3  rank  and  file  killed ;  7 

ditto  wounded, 
ifi  battalion  grenadicri.    i  retjeiinti  4  rank  and 

file  killed  ;  2  lieuienants^  i  ferjeant,  13  rank 

and  file  vounded; 
t  battalion  ditto.     10  ^nk  and  file  killed  }  i  lieu' 

tenant,  1 1  rank  and  file  wounded. 
Ttfa.      I  rank  and  file  killed  }  2  ditto  wounded. 
ft3d.     4  rank  and  file  wounded. 
^3d.     I  rank  and  filekjlted  ^  2  ditto  wounded* 
Old,    a  rank  and  file  killed. 
63d.     4  rank  and  file  wounded* 
64th.     I  rank  and  file  wounded. 
71ft.    1  enfigns,  6  rahk  and  file  killed  ;  i  cap* 

taio,  I  lieutenant,  14  rank  and  file  wounded. 

<j  i:  R  Irf  A  N. 

Yagers.    7  rank  and  file  killed ;  14  ditto  wound- 

Linfing'  2  rank  and  file  killed  j  7  ditto  wound- 
ed. 

Lengerck.  i  rank  and  file  killed  j  15  ditto 
wounded. 

Schuter.  3  rank  And  file  killed }  18  ditto 
wounded. 

GraE  2  rank  and  file  killed;  2  lieutenants,  8 
rank  and  file  Wounded. 

Hoyne.    5  rank  and  file  wounded. 


PROVINCIAL, 

New-Tork  Tolunteers.    a  rank  and  file  killed  ; 
I  ditto  wounded. 

BritUh 


zLd.vCoogIc 
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HatntoibeBritiffa  Icgioii.     c  rsntc  and  file  killed:  q ditto 
chipur.        wounded. 

Fergufon's  corps.     5  rauk  and  Ble  wounded. 

Total  BRITISH,  GERM  AN,  and 
PROVINCIAL. 

9  enfignt,  t  ferjeaQt»  73  rank  and  file,  killed  i 
I  captain,  7  lieuteoants,  a  ferjcaots,  179  rank, 
and  file,  wounded. 

OFFICERS    KILLED. 

71(1.  regiment.      Enfign  M'Grcgor,^  Eafign  Ct- 

meron. 


OFFICERS    WOUNDED. 

■22d  regiment  grenadier  company.  Lieutenant 
White. 

33d  ditto.     Lieutenant  Bevor. 

42d  ditto.    Lieutenant  Grant. 

64ih  ditto.  Light  infantry.  Lieutenant  Free- 
man. 

71ft  regiment.  Captain  M'Leod,  Lieutenant 
Wilfon. 

Graff's  grenadiers.  Lieutenant  Frietfon,  Lieu* 
tenant  Oethanfs. 

H.    CLINTON. 


(NOTE 

,.,CoogL- 
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("NOTE       F.)  Howitoth. 

^  '  Piia 

AdinireliyOffice,  Jnnet;,  1780. 
ISs  Majefiy's  Jhlp  the  Perfiust  commanded  by  the 
Hon.  Keith  Elphin/ionCj  arrived  late  laji  night  at 
Spitbeadj  from  Charles  town,  in  South  Carelinaf 
from,  luhence  {tie  failed  the  lylh  of  Iq/i  month, 
having  on  board  Sir  Andrew  Hammond^  who 
came  to  this  Office  tbii  forenoon  -with  a  letter  from 
Vice-admral  Ar.butbnotf  to  Mr.  Stevens,  tf  which 
the  following  is  a  copy : 

Roebflck,  offCbuleitowPiMaji^.  1780. 
BIR. 
I  HAVE  the  latisfadion  to  acquaint  you,  for 
tlic  information  of  my  lords  coramilSoners  of  the 
admiralty,  that  Charles  town,  with  all  its  depen- 
dencies, tbe  Ihipping  in  the  harbour,  and  the 
army  under  General  Lincoln,  has  furrendered  to 
His  Majelly'i  arms. 

My  lad  letters,  by  a  Dutch  fiiip  bound  to  Am* 
fterdam,  which  Tailed  the  1 6th  of  February,  will 
have  informed  you  of  my  departure  from  New 
Torfc,  .and  my  arrival  off  Savannah,  with  a 
fquadron  of  His  Majefty's  Ihips,  efcorting  a  cpn- 
fiderable  body  of  troops  under  the  command  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

Moft  of  tbe  miSing  Hiips  having  arrived,  no 
time  was  loft  in  prorecuting  the  intended  expedi- 
tion. I  Ihifted  my  flag  from  the  Europe  to  this  1 
fhipi  and  the  tranfports  having  repaired  tbeit  da-  I 
mages  fuftained  on  the  paffage,  1  proceeded  wuh 
the  fleet,  on  the  lotb  of  February,  to  North 
Edifto,the  place  of  debarkation  previoufly  agreed 
upon.  Our  paflage  (a)  thither  was  favourable  and 
fpeedy  ;  and  although  it  required  time  to  have 
the  bar  explored,  and  the  channel  marked,  the 
£  tranfports 
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Noteiioihctranrports  all  entered  tbc  harbour  the  next  day  ; 

chlpter.   ^"<^  '^c  army  took  po'ffellioii  of  John'^  iflancl 
without  oppofition. 
*  The  general- Jiaving  made  a  requifition    for 

heavy  (b)  cannon,  and  a  detachment  of  feainen 
from  the  fleet,  the  latter  were  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Elphindone  and  Captain  Evans* 
and  the  guns  forwarded  to  the  army  as  foon  as 
they  could  be  collcded  from  the  line-of-battle 
fliips,  which  the  bad  weather  had  forced  from 
their  anchors. 

Preparations  were  next  made  for  palling  the 
fquadron  over  Charlcs-town  bar,  where  the  high 
water  fpring  tides  there,  is  only  nineteen  feet 
water.  The  guns,  (c)  provifion,  and  water  were 
taken  out  of  the  Renown,  Roebuck,  and  Romu- 
lus, to  lighten  them ;  and  we  lay  in  that  fituation 
OR  the  open  coaft  in  the  winter  feafqo  of  the 
year,  espofed  to  the  infults  of  the  enemy,  for 
fixteen  days,  before  an  opportunity  ofiercd  of 
going  into  the  harbour,  which  was  cffefted  with- 
out any  accident,  on  the  loth  of  March,  not- 
withllanding  the  enemy's  galleys  continually  at- 
tempted to  prevent  our  boats  from  founding  the 
channel. 

I  cnclofe  a  lift  of  the  rebel  naval  force,  which, 
at  this  time,  made  an  appearance  of  difputing  the 
paflage  up  the  river,  at  the  narrow  pafs,  between 
Sullivan's  ifland  and  the  middle  ground,  having 
moored  their  fliips  and  galleys  in  a  podtion  to 
make  a  raking  Are  as  we  approached  fort  Moul- 
trie ;  but  on  the  fquadron  arriving  near  the  bar, 
and  anchoring  on  the  infide,  they  abandoned  that 
idea,  retired  to  the  town,  and  changed  their  plan 
of  defence.  The  Bricolc,  Notre  Dame,  Queen 
of  France,  Truite,  and  General  Moultrie  frigates, 
with  feveral  merchant  ihips,  fitted  with  chevaux 
dc  frife  (d)  on  their  decks,  were  funk  in  the  chan- 
nel between  the  town  and  Shute's  Folly ;  a  boom 

was 
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was  extended  acrofs,  cotnpofed  of  cables,  chains,  Notciiothe 
and    fpars,  fccured   by  the  (hips'  marts,  and  dc-   c^'lf„. 
fended    from  the  town  by  ftrong  batteries  of  pi- 
mento logs,  in  which  vcre  mounted  upwards  of 
forty  pieces  of  heavy  cannon. 

Every  thing  being  in  readinefs  for  croffing  the 
airiny  over  the  Afliley  river,  the  boats  of  tbe  fleet, 
with  the  flat  boats,  under  tbe  commapd  of  Capt.  , 
Elpbindonc  and  Capt.  Evans  of  (he  Raifonable.  \ 
tbe  vhole  army,  with  "tEe^rtillery  and  ftores  nc- 
ceffary  for  the  fiegc,  were  landed  under  the  cover 
of  the  galleys,  on  tbe  town  fide,  with  aftonifhing 
expedition. 

As  foon  as  th<:  army  began  to  ereS  their  batte- 
ries againfl  the  town,  I  took  the  firft  favourable 
opportuity  to  pafs  Sullivan's  illand,  upon  which 
there  is  a  ftrong  fort  and  batteries,  the  chief  de- 
fence of  the  harbour ;  accordingly  I  weighed  at 
tine  o'clock,  on  the  (e)  gth  ult.,  with  the  Roe- 
buck,  {Richmond,  Romulus,  Blonde,  Virginia, 
Raleigh,  and  Sandwich  armed  fhip.  The  Re- 
nown bringing  up  the  rear,  and  palling  through 
a  fevere  Bre,~a'nchored  in  about  two  hours  under 
James'  ifland,  with  the  lofs  of  twcnty-feven  fea- 
men  killed  and  wounded.  The  Richmond's  fore- 
top  mart  was  (hot  away,  and  the  fliips  m  general 
fuRained  damage  in  their  marts  and  rigging ; 
however,  not  materially  in  their  hulls :  But  the 
4j£tus  tranfport,  having  on  board  a  few  naval  '  ' 
ftores,  grounded  within  gunfliot  of  Sullivan's 
illand,  and  received  fo  much  damage,  that  (he 
wat  obliged  to  be  abandoned  and  burnt. 

Having  rtationcd  (hips  and  armed  ve(rel9off  the 
different  inlets,  upon  the  coaft,  and  the  town 
being  now  nearly  inverted,  attempts  were  made  to 
pafs  a  naval  force  into  Cooper  river,  by  Hog's 
ifland,  (the  main  channel  being  rendered  im- 
praSicable)  and  fmall  veffels  to  carry  heavy  guns 
were  fitted  for  thai  fervicc  :  But  on  being  found  > 

E  1  the 
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Nuniaihcthecnemy  had  alfo  funk  veflels  ia  that  channel* 
CbTwer  *"•*  '"  entfance  *a8  defended  by  the  works  on 
Sullivan's  ifland,  and  mount  Pleafant,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  difpolTefs  them  of  the  latter,  by  the  fea- 
men  of  the  fleet ;  and  in  .the  mean  time,  to  arm 
the  fmall  velTels  that  had  been  taken  by  Earl  Corn- 
wallis  in  the  Wandoo  river. 

For  thii  purpofe  a  brigade  of  five  hundred  fea- 
men  and  marines  were  formed  from  the  fquadron, 

.     and  under  (he  command  of  the  Captains  Hudfon*  - 
Orde,  and  Gambier,  landed  at  day  break,  on 

I  the  29tb,  at  mount  Picafant ;  vhcre  receiving  in. 
formation  that  the  rebels  were  abandoning  their 
redoubt  at  Lamprie's  point,  (an  advantageous 
port  on  Cooper  river)  they  marched  with  a  view 
of  cutting  off  their  rear,  but,  on  a  near  approach, 
found  the  garrifon  had  efcaped  in  vefleU  to 
Charles  town ;  but  their  fudden  appearance  pre- 
vented the  rebels  from  carrying  off  their  caonoa 
and  ftores,  or  from  deftroying  their  works. 
About  the  fame  time,  a  major,  a  captain,  and 
fome  other  commiflioned  and  con-corn  miilioned 
ofEcers,  with  eighty  privates,  were  made  prifoners 
by  the  guard  boats  of  the  fleet,  in  retiring  to  the 
town. 

Captain  Hudfon  being  relieved  in  his  poll  by 
Colonel  Fergufon,  returned  to  the  fort  at  mount 
Flcafant,  which  being  in  the  neighbourhood  ot 
fort  Sullivan,  brought  us  in  deferters  daily,  from 
whom  I  learnt  very  favourable  accounts  of  its 
garrifon  ;  I  therefore  (f )  formed  a  plan  to  attack 
it,  which  fliould  not  interfere  with  the  important 
■operations  the  army  were  carrying  on,  and  which 
now  became  every  day  more  and  more  critical. 

The  attention  of  the  rebels,  I  found,  had  been 
chiefly  dire^ed  to  the  fouth  and  eaft  fides  of  the 
fort,  which  were  moft  open  to  attack ;  but  the 
weft  face  and  north-weft  baftion,Idifcovered,had 
been  negledcd ;  I  therefore  determined  to  at- 
tempt 
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tempt  to  carry  the  fort  by  fiorm,  under  cover  of  Hmo  ta  cIh 
the  fire  Yrom  the  fliips  of  the  fquadron.  The  f^^„^ 
Captains  HudTon  and  Gambler,  and  Captain 
Knovles,  agentfor  tranfports,  with  two  hundred 
feamen  anoniarines,  embarked  in  the  boati  of 
the  fquadron,  in  the  night  of  the  4th  inllant,  and 
pa£ing  by  the  fort  unobferved*  landed  before 
day  light}  Mid  took  pofleffion  of  a  redoubt  on  the 
eau  end  of  the  iQand  :  Whiin  other  boats  wene 
preparing  to  carry  over  the  fame  number  of  fet-- 
men  and  marines  from  mount  Plcarant,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Orde.  On  the  whole  being 
ready,  and  the  fhips  only  waiting  for  the  tide,  tp 
begin  the  attack,  the  fort  was  fummoned  by 
Captain  Hudfon,  wbeni  after  a  little  confidera- 
tion,  the  garrifon  furrendered  themfelves  prifoncrs 
of  war.  A  copy  of  the  capitulation,  and  the 
return  of  prilbners  aiid  (lores*  accompany  this 
letter. 

The  redodion  of  the  city  followed  four  days 
after ;  for  the  preparations  to  Horm  it  in  every 
part  Iwiog  in  great  forwardnefs,  and  the  fhipa 
ready  to  move  to  the  aflault,  the  town  was  fum* 
moned  on  the  ptb,  by  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  to  furrendcr ;  terms  were  in  confequence 
propofed,  and  the  enclofed  capitulation,  figned 
by  the  general  and  myfelf,  the  10th  inftant. 

I  have  commif&oned  the  rebel  and  French  M- 
gates,  in  the  King's  fervice,  and  have  given  the 
command  of  them  to  oQcers  of  long  fervice,  and 
acknowledged  merit. 

The  condufi  of  Sir  Andrew  Hammond,  of  the 
Roebuck,  who  bears  this  difpatch  to  you,  de- 
fcrves  particular  mention  }  whether  in  the  great 
line  of  lervicc,  or  in  the  detail  of  duty,  he  has 
been  ever  ready,  forward,  and  animated.  The 
Captains  Hudfon,  Orde,  Gambicr,  Etpbinftone, 
and  Evans,  have  diftinguiOied  tbemfelves  parti- 
(lularly  on  ftiore }  and  the  officers  and  feamen. 
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KMeiw  the  vho  havc  fcrved  with  them  on'thU  occafion,  have 
ch"^    obfervcd  the  moft  pcrfe^  difcipline. 

Out  whole  lofs  in  the  ihips  and  galleys,  and  the 

batteries  on  fliore^  is  twenty-three  feamen  killed, 

and  twenty<eight  wounded ;;  among  the  latter  is 

I      Lieutenant  Bowers,  of  the  Europe,  but  in  fair 

'      way  of  recovery. 

The  fleet  has  endeavoured  moll  heartily  and 
effeSually  to  co-operate  with  the  army  in  every 
poflible  inftauce  ;  and  the  molt  perfect  harmony 
'  has  fubfifted  between  us. 

I  jult  add,  that  rebel  privateering  has  recently 
received  a  fevere  check  ;  the  Iris  and  Galatea 
having  lately,  in  the  fpace  of  ten  days,  taken 
nine  privateers,  (two  of  which  were  fhips  of 
twenty  guns,  and  nope'  lefs  than  fixteen)  and 
eight  hundred  feamen. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

SIR, 

Tour  moft  obedient  fervant, 

M.    ARBUTHNOT. 


A  It/i  of  rebel  Jhips  (b)  tf  war  taken  or  defiroyed 
in  the  harbour  ef  Charles  tows. 

The  Bricole,  pierced  for  60,  mounting  44 
guns,  twenty-four  and  eighteen  pounders,  funk, 
•ber  captain,  officers,  and  company,  prisoners. — 
The  Truite,  26  twejve  pounders,  funk,  her  cap- 
tain, &c.  prifoners. — Queen  of  France,  28  nine 
pounders,  funk,  ditto. — General  Moultrie,  20 
iix  pounders,  funk,  ditto. — ^Notre  Dame,  (brig) 
16  ditto,  funk,  ditto. — Providence,  32  guns, 
eighteen  and  twelve  pounders,  taken,  captain^ 
omcersj 


i.,Coo>^lc 


SOUTt^filUf  PROVWCES  OP  NORTH  .AME-RICA.  55 

officers,    and  company,    prifoaers.— ^Boflon,  of  "••"'».<'>• 
the    ianie  force,  taken,  ditto. — Ranger,  20  fix  om^ct 
pounders,  taken,  ditto. 

FRENCH     SHIPS. 

L.'Avanture,.  26  nine  and  iis  pounders,  com- 
manded by  the  Sieur  de  Bruiot,  Lieutenant  dc 
Vaiffcau,  taken,  ditto.— Polacre,  16  fix  poun- 
ders, taken.— Some  empty  brigs  lying  at  the 
-wharfs,  with  other  fmall  vcffcis,  were  alfo  taken, 
■with  four  armed  galleys. 

M.    ARBUTHNOT. 


Ankles  (g)  of  Capitulafien,  agreed  on  between 
Captain  Charles  Hud/on^  commander  of  His 
Majejiy't  Jhip  the  Richmond^  and  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Scotij  commandant  of  fort  Moultrie^  en 
the  furrender  of  that  fort  and  itt  dependenciesy 
May  7,  1780. 

Art.  I.  That  the  troops  in  Mrrifon,  fhall  be 
allowed  to  march  out  with  the  ufoal  honours  of 
war,  and  to  pile  their  arms  outfide  of  the  gate. 

Art.  IL  That  all  the  oificers  in  ^arrifon  as 
well  continemal  as  militia,  and  the  non-com- 
miffioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  militia,  (hall 
be  confidered  as  prifoners  of  war  at  large  on  ihcir 
parole,  until  exchanged ;  and  be  allowed,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  refide  with  their  families  and 
friends,  Charles  town  excepted,  as  it  is  at  pre- 
fent  under  fiege. 

Art.  III.  That  the  continental  and  militia 
officers  be  permitted  to  wear  iheir  fide  arms. 

Art.  IV. 


;n,-z.d:,G00gk' 


$6  CAMPAIGNS  OP   1780   AKD   1781    IK  TIW 

Notettoihi  Art.  IV.  That  the  flaves  and  other  property 
chi^Mt.  of  every  individual  in  garrifon  be  fecured  to  their 
refpeftive  owners :  That  all  fuch  fiavcs  in  garri- 
fon, belonging  to  perfons  out  of  it,  be  fecured  to 
their  refpedive  owners  in,  fuch  manner  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  between  Captain  Hudfon  and  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  fort. 

Art.  V.  All  property,'  flares,  &c.  to  be  Se- 
cured to  each  mdividual  of  the  garrifon ;  fuch  as 
is  lodged  in  the  fort  for  fecurity  or  otherwife,  be- 
longing to  individuals,  not  of  the  garrifon,  to  be 
delivered  up. 

Art.  VI.  That  the  fick  have  every  ncceflary 
accommodation,  and  all  the  continental  private 
foldiers  be  treated  in  a  humane  manner,  and  not 
rigoroufly  confined  ;  every  humanity  to  be  (hewn 
to  both  lick  and  well.  , 

Art.  VII.  The  fort,  artillery,  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  ftores,  of  all  kinds,  to  be  delivered 
up  to  fuch  officers  and  guard  as  Captain  Hudfon 
fhall  think  proper  to  fend  for  that  purpofe. 

Art,  VIII,  The  garrifon  to  march  out  of  the 
fort,  and  pile  their  arms  early  in  the  morning,  in 
front  of -the  Britifli  forces,  who  wilt  be  drawn  up 
up  before  the  entrance  of  the  fort  on  the  occa- 
fion, 

CHARLES  HUDSON. 

WILtlAM   SCOTT, 
Lieut.  Col.  I  (I  reg.  and  commandant^ 
of  fort  Moultrie. 
A  Copy. 

M.  Ar»uthhot, 


Fort 
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Pert  Moultrie,  on  SiiUinii*i  iOtuid,  Maj-j,  178% 
A  return  ef  the  garrifon  of  fort  Meultriet  made  pri'VtmuilM 
faners  of  war  by  a  brigade  effeamen  and  marines ,  ciupier. 
commanded  by  Captains  Hudfont  Gambler^  and 
Knowiest  of  the  royal  navy* 

Continental  commiffioned  officers.— Lieute- 
nant-colonel, t  i  Captains,  3  ;  Lieutenants,  4 } 
Non-commi^oned  and  privates,  110. 

Militia. — Captains,  2  ;  Lieatenants,  7  j  Non- 
commii&oned  and  privates,  ^t. 

(Signed)  CHA.  HUDSON. 


A  return  rf  ordnance  and  other  fiores  taken  en  fort 
Mouhrie,  on  Sullivan's  ijland,  by  the  naval  bri- 
%adet  May  jtb,    1780. 

IRON     ORDNANCE. 

Twenty-four  pounders,  9;  eighteen  pounders,  7; 
twelve  pounders,  10;  nine  pounders,  9;  fix  poun- 
ders, 2 }  four  pounders  4;  mortar  often  incbcs,  i. 
Total  of  iron  ordnance,  41. 

ROUND     SHOT. 

Twenty-four  pounders,  539 ;  eighteen  poun- 
ders, 613;  twelve  pounders,  690;  nine  poun- 
■Icrs,  1 934 }  fix  pounders,  164  i  four  poun- 
ders, 509'     '^0^*  3809. 

BAR     SHOT. 

Twenty-four  pounders,  50 ;  eighteen  poun- 
der, 47 ;  twelve  pouhden)  42 ;  nine  pounders,  9. 
Total  9I  bar  fiiot,  148. 

GRAPE 
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ihte.totbk  GRAPE     SHOT. 


Pirft 

ciupier.  Twenty-four  pounders,  8*  ;  eighteen  poun- 
ders, 50  }  tweWc  pounders,  42  }  nine  pounders, 
50.    Total  of  grape  fliot,  194. 

CANNISTER    SHOT. 

Twelve  pounders,  r3  }  nine  ^unders,  s^  ; 
fix  pounders,  30 ;  four  pounders,  34.  Total  of 
cannifter  (hot,  133. 

Ten-inch  fhells,  tio;  fix-inch  fhells,  32)  lint 
flocks,  54 ;  barrels  of  powder,  46 ;  worms,  la- 
dles, and  fponges,  193;  lanthorns,  10;  hand- 
fpikes,  256 ;  6annel  cartridges  for  field  pieces, 
gS;  mufquct  cartridges,  6032;  beds  fpare,  ^Si 
coins  fpare,  39;  ftandofarms,  520;  cartridges 
Ailed,  2706;  blank  cartridges,  1994;  portfires, 
250;  fpare  fufeg,  300;  hand  granadoes,  120; 
bits  and  prickers,  80  ;  reams  of  paper,  2}  tubes 
fpare,  100  j  fpare  gun  carriages,  9;  barrels  of 
turpentine,  40 ;  three  waggons ;  i  fling  cart  for 
great  guns;  i  gin ;  1  ditto  fall'  and  flings;  i 
water  engine ;  3  coUs  of  rope,  (four  inches.) 

(Signed) 

CHA.  HUDSON. 

A  Copy. 

M.  Akbuthnot. 
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(NOTE    G.)  Kowitori- 

SuffUtnent  to  the  London  Gazette  Extraordinary,     Clapnh 

Copy  (ftbefummons  fent  to  Major-general  Lincoln, 
the  lotb  ofAprily  1780. 

Cuop  before  Cbirlea  town,  hfi'A  10,  1780. 

S  I R  (a)  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  general  and 
commander  in  chief  of  Hi8  Majefty's  Forces  in  ihc 
colonies  tying  on  the  Atlantic,  from  Nova  Scotia, 
&C.  &c.  and  Vice-admiral  Arbuth^t,  comman- 
der in  chief  of  His  Majcfty's  fliips,  ccc.  in  North 
America,  &;c.  &c.  regretting  the  efiufion  of 
blood,  and  the  diftreflcs  which  muft  now  com- 
mence, deem  it  confonant  to  humanity  to  warn 
the  town  and  garrifon  of  Charles  town  of  the  ba- 
Tock  and  defolation  with  which  they  are  threaten- 
ed from  the  formidable  fcicc  furrounding  them 
by  land  and  fca.  An  alternative  is  offered  at  this 
hour  to  the  inhabitants  of  faving  their  lives  and 
property,  (contained  in  the  town)  or  of  abiding 
by  the  fatal  confequences  of  a  cannonade  and 
{lorm. 

Should  the  place  in  a  fallacious  fecurity,  or  its 
commander  in  a  wanton  indifference  to  the  fate 
of  its  inhabitants,  delay  the  furccnder,  or  fhould 
public  ftorcs  or  Ihipptog  be  deftroyed,  the  refent- 
mcnt  of  an  exaiperated  foldiery  may  intervene  ; 
but  the  bxac  mild  and  compaJSonate  oficr  can 
never  be  renewed. 

The  refpeftive  commanders,  who  hereby  fum- 
mon  the  town,  do  not  apprehend  fo  raib  a  part 
as  farther  rcTiftance  will  be  taken ;  but  rather 
that  the  gates  wijl  be  opened,  and  themrdves  re- 
ceived with  a  degree  of  confidence  which  will 
iorbode  farther  reconciliation. 


(Signed)        H.  CLINTON. 

M.  ARBUTHNOT. 


Copy 
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HotcttotheO/r  of  a  letter  from  MajoT'^enerai  Lincoln'  to 

ClwpiM.        General  Sir  Henry  Clinton^    and  Vice-admirai 

Arbutbnott  dated  Charles  town^  April  (o,  1780, 

GlNTLBMEN, 

(b)  I  have  receWed  your  fummona  of  this  date. 
Sixty  dayp  bare  pafled  ftnce  it  has  been  known 
that  your  intentions  againft  this  town  were  hoftile, 
in  which  time  has  been  afforded  to  abandon  it ; 
but  duty  and  inclination  point  to  the  propriety  of 
fupporting  iAo  the  laft  extremity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)      B,  LINCOLN, 

Commanding  in  thefouth 
department. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to,  Major- 
general  Lincoln,  dated  camp  before  darlet 
town.    May  8,  1780. 

SIR, 

CIRCUMSTANCED  as  I  now  am  with  refped 
to  the  place  inveftcd,  humanity  only  can  induce 
mc  to  lay  within  you.r  reach  the  terms  I  bad  de- 
termined  Oiould  not  again  be  proffered. 

The  fall  of  fort  Sullivan,  the  deftruftion  on 
the  6th  inftant  of  what  tcmaioed  of  ybur  cavalry, 
the  critical  period  to  which  our  approaches  againll 
the  town  have  brought  us,  mark  this  as  the  tern 
of  your  hopes  of  fuccour,  (could  you  ever  have 
framed  any)  and  as  an  hour  beyond  which  re- 
fiftance  is  temerity.  ' 

By  this  lall  fummons,  therefore,  I  throw  to 

your  charge  whatever  vindidive  feverity  exafpe- 

ratcd  foldiers  may  lofiia  on  the  unhappy  people 

whom 
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irhom  yoii  devote,  by  perfevering  in  a  firuitlefs  NoteiwdM 
defence.  cJrt*. 

I  fcall  expcfl  your  anfwer  until  eight  o'clock, 
-when  hoftilities  will  commence  again,  unlcft  the 
town  be  furrendered. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)         H.  CLINTON. 

(c)  In  confequence  of  thi»  letter,  articles  of 
capitulation  were  propofed  by  Major-general 
Lincoln,  and  aDfwcred  by  their  Excellencies  Ge- 
neral Sir  Henry  Ointon,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and 
Vice-admiral  Arbuthnot }  which  anfwers  being 
deemed  by  General  Lincoln  to  be  inadmillible, 
be  propoted  that  other  articles.  Which  he  thca 
fent,  might  be  acceded  to.  Thofe  articles  were 
rejeded  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and'  Vice-admiral 
Arbuthnot;  and  on  the  nth  of  May  Major- 
geneial  Lincoln  wrote  the  following  letter : 


Ccfy  tf  a  letter  Jrom  Major-general  Lincoln  to 
General  Sir  Henry  CUntont  aated  Cbarlet  town. 
May  II,  1780* 

SIR, 

THE  lame  motives  of  humanity  which  inclined 
you  to  propofe  articles  of  capitulation  to  this  gar> 
rifon,  induced  me  to  offer  thofe  I  had  the  honour 
of  fending  you  on  the  8th  inftant.  They  then 
appeared  to  me  fuch  as  I  might  proffer,  and  you 
rccelrc,  with  honour  to  both  parties.  Your  ex- 
ceptions to  them,  as  they  principally  concerned 
the  militia  and  citizens,  I  then  conceived  were 
fuch  as  could  not  be  concurred  with ;  but  a  (d) 
recent  af^lication  from  thofe  people,  wherein 
they 
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"•^"wtkethcy  cxprefs  a  wiUingnefs  to  comply  with  them, 
cb^ut.   and  a  wifh  on  my  part  to  lefleo  as  much  as  may 
be  the  diftrelTes  of  war  to  individuals,  lead  mc 
now  to  ofier  you  my  acceptance  of  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be»  &c. 

(Signed)         B.  LINCOLN. 
His  ExcellcDcr  Sit  Henrf  Clinton. 


Copy  0/  a  letter frtnt  Sir  Henrf  Clinton  to  Mafor- 
generat  Lincoln,  dated  camp  before  Charles  town. 
May  i\y  1780. 

:SIR, 

WHEN  you  rcjeded  the  favourable  terms 
which  were  diftated  by  an  carneft  defirc  to  pre- 
vent the  cflfufion  of  blood,  and  inierpofe4_article8 
that  were  wholly  inadmiiBble,  both  the  admiral 
and  myfeif  were  of  opinion  that  the  furrcndcr  of 
the  town  at  difcrction  was  the  only  condition  that 
fiioutd  afterwards  be  attended  to;  but  as  the 
motives  which  then  induced  them  are  ftill  pre> 
valent,  I  now  inform  you  that  the  terms  then  of- 
fered will  (till  be  granted. 

A  copy  of  the  articles,  fliall  be  fcnt  for  your 
ratiBcation  as  foon  as  they  can  be  prepared  ;  and 
immediately  after  they  are  exchanged,  a  de- 
tachment of  grenadiers  will  be  fent  to  take  pof- 
fcflion  of  the  horn  work  oppofitc  your  main 
gate.  Every  arrangement  which  may  conduce 
to  good  order  in  occupying  the  town,  ihall  be 
fettled 
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fettled  before  noon  to-morrow,  and  at  that  timeifateiiotiM 
your  garrifon  will  march  out.  a^^, 

1  bare  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)        H.   CLINTON. 

UiLJor-genetal  liocola, 

SOUTH     CAROLINA. 

Jrtlclet  of  capitulation  between  their  Excellencies  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  general  and 
commander  in  chief  of  His  M.ajejiy's  forces  in  the 
feveral  provinces  and  colonies  on  the  Atlantic, 
from  Nova  Scotia  to  Weji  Florida  inclufivey 
Mariot  Arbvthnot,  Efq.  Vice-admiral  of  the  Bluet 
and  commander  in  chief  of  ell  His  Majejly'sjhipt 
and  veffels  in  North  America,  and  Major-general 
Benjamin  Lincolny  commanding  in  chief  in  the 
town  and  harbour  of  Charles  town. 

Art.  L  THAT  all  afts  of  hoftillty  and  work 
fhall  ceafe  between  the  befiegcrs  and  the  befiegcd, 
ODtil  the  articles  of  capitulation  fhall  be  agreed 
on,  Signed,  and  executed,  or  colleflively  rejeSed. 

Anfwer.  All  aAs  of  hoftility  and  work  fhall 
ceafe,  until  the  articles  of  capitulation  are  finally, 
agreed  to  or  rejeftcd. 

Art.  n.  The  town  and  forti6cations  Ihall  be 
furrendercd  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Britilh  forces,  fuch  as  they  now  (land. 

Anfwer.     The  town  and  fortifications,    with 

the  (hipping  at  the  wharfs,  artillery,  and  all  other 

public  (lores  whatfoever,  (hall  be  furrendercd  in 

their   prefent   Hate  to  the  commanders  of  the 

invefting 
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NDiaMibcinvefling  forces;  proper  officers  fliall  attend  from 
Ctapwr.   '^^  refpeftivc  departments  to  receive  them. 

Art.  III.  The  (f)  continental  troops  and 
fatlors,  with  their  baggage,  llial!  be  conduced 
to  a  place  to  be  agreed  on,  where  thejr  fhall  re- 
main prifoners  of  war  until  exchanged.  While 
prifoners,  they  fliall  be  fapplied  with  good  and 
whotefooie  proviQons  in  fucb  quantity  as  is  ferred 
out  to  the  troops  of  His  Britannic  Majefty. 

Anfwcr.     Granted. 

Art.  IV.  The  militia  now  in  garrifon  (ball  be 
permitted  to  return  to  their  reTpedive  homes, 
and  be  fecured  in  their  pcrfons  and  property. 

Anfwer.  The  militia  (g)  now  in  garrifon  Ihall 
be  permitted  to  return  to  tbeir  refpe£livc  homes 
as  prifoners  on  parole ;  which  parole,  as  long  as 
they  obferve,  fliall  fecurc  them  from  being  mo- 
Icfted  in  their  property  by  the  BritiOi  troops. 

Art.  V.  The  iick  and  wounded  fliall  be  con- 
tinued  under  the  care  of  their  own  furgeons,  and 
be  fupplied  with  medicines  and  fuch  necclTaries 
as  are  allowed  to  the  Britifli  hofpltals. 

Anfwer.     Granted. 

Art.  VI.  The  officers  of  the  army  and  navy 
flialt  keep  their  horfes,  fwords,  piftols,  and  bag- 
gage, which  fliall  not  be  fearched,  and  retain 
their  fervants. 

Anfwer.  Granted,  (i)  except  with  refpcft 
to  the  horfes,  which  will  not  be  allowed  to  go 
out  of  the  town,  but  may  be  difpofcd  of  by  a 
perfon  left  from  each  corps  for  that  purpofe. 

Art.  VII.  The  garrifon  fliall,  at  an  hour  ap> 
pointed,  march  out  with  fliouldered  arms,  drums 
beating,  and  colours  flying,  to  a  place  to  be 
agreed  on,  where  they  will  pile  their  arms. 

Anfwer.    The  whole  (c)  garrifon  fliall,  at  an 

hour  to  be  appointed,  march  out  of  the  town  to 

the  ground  between  the  works  of  the  place  and 

the   canal,   where  they  will  dcpofit  their  arms. 

The 
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The  drums  are  not  to  beat  a  Britifli  march,  brNotntotht 
colours  to  be  uncafed.  c^L'. 

Art.  VUI.  That  the  French  conful,  his  houfc, 
p»pct%,  and  other  moveable  property,  ffaall  be 
protcfled  and  untouched,  and'  a  proper  time 
granted  to  htm  for  retiring  to  any  place  that 
may  afterwards  be  agreed  lipon  between  hini 
and  the  comiaander  in  chief  of  the  Britilh  - 
forces. 

Anfitrer.     Agreed,   with  this  reftriSion,  that 
be  is  to  confidcr  himfclf  as  a  prifoner  on  parole. 
Art.  IX.    That  the  citizens  ihall  be  protected 
in  their  perfons  and  properties. 

AnfwcT.  All  civil  officers,  (h)  and  the  citi- 
zens who  have  borne  arms  during  the  Tiege,  mufl: 
be  prifoners  on  parole }  and  with  refpcA  to  their 
property  in  the  eity,  fhall  have  the  fame  terms  as 
arc  granted  to  the  miKtia ;  and  all  other  per- 
fons now  in  the  town,  not  to  be  defcribed  in  this 
or  other  article,  are  notwitbfianding  underftood 
to  be  prifoners  on  parole. 

Art.  X.  That  a  twelvemonth's  time  be  al- 
lowed all  fuch  as  do  not  chufe  to  continue  un- 
der the  BritHh  government  to  difpofc  of  their 
cfie&8,  real  and  perfonal,  in  the  (late,  without 
any  moleftation  whatever ;  or  to  remove  fuch 
part  thereof  as  they  chufe,  as  well  as  tbemrclves 
and  families ;  and  that,  during  that  time,  they 
or  any  of  them  may  have  it  at  their  option  to  re- 
ftde  occafionaHy  in  town  or  country. 

Anfwer.  The  difcuflion  of  this  article  of  courfc 
cannot  poffibly  be  entered  into  at  prefent. 

Art.  XI.  Thit  the  fame  protcflion  to  their 
perfons  and  properties,  and  the  fame  time  for 
the  removal  of  their  e&eds,  be  given  to  the  fub- 
jeds  of  France  and  Spain,  as  are  required  for 
the  citizens  in  the  preceding  article. 

Anfwer.    The  fubjeds  of  France  and  Spain 
F  Ihall 
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MMKioifacOiall  have  the  fame  terms  as  are  granted  to  the 
cKr,  French  confal. 

Art.  XII.  That  a  vcffcl  be  permitted  to  go 
to  Philadelphia  with  the  general's  difpatchcs, 
which  are  not  to  be  opened. 

Anfwer.  Granted,  (k)  and  a  proper  vcflel 
with  a  flag  will  be  provided  for  that  purpofc. 

All  public  papers  and  records  muft  be  carefully 
preferved,  and  faithfully  delivered  to  Itich  per- 
ibns  as  {halt  be  appointed  to  receive  them. 
Done  in  Charles  town.  May  12,  1780. 
B.    LINCOLN. 

Done  in  camp  before  Charles  town.  May 
12,  1780. 

(Signed)        H.    CLINTON. 

M.   ARBUTHNOT. 


'  Total  of  the  rebel  forces  commanded  by  Major- 
general  Lincoln  at  the  furrender  ef  Charles  iowiiy 
May  12,  1780,  now  prijonen  of  war. 

TWO  major  generals,  5  brigadier  generals, 
3  majors  of  brigade,  16  colonels,  9  lieutenant 
colonels,  41  cornets  or  enfigns,  i  paymafter,  7 
adjutants,  6  quarter  trailers,  18  furgeons,  6 
mates,  322  ferjeants,  137  drummers,  4710  rank 
and  file. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  a  return  figned  by  the 
Britifli  commiSary  of  prifoners. 

JOHN  ANDRE, 

Deputy  adjutant  geiicraU 


Return 
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Return  of  ordnajuey  (b)  arms,  and  ammunition  in  Noi«  to  ,he 
CbarUi  towny  when  furrendered  to  Hit  Excel-    cbi^nr. 
ieruy  Sir  Henry  CHntony  Knight  of  the   Bath, 
commander  in  chief  of  his  Majtjiy's  forces,  &c. 
May  14,  1780. 

Ordnance  mounted  en  carriages  and  beds,  with  fide 
armsy  &c. 

BRASSGUNS.  ; 

One  fix  pounder^  17  four  ditto,  3  three  ditto. 

•BRASS    MORTARS. 

One  ten  inch,  i  nine  inch  three  quarters,  i 
fcven  inch  one  quarter,  3  five  inch  and  half,  3 
four  inch  and  half,  i  eight-inch  brafs  howitzer. 

IRON    GUNS. 

Twelve  twenty-fix  pounders,  12  twenty-four 
ditto,  29  eighteen  ditto,  79  twelve  ditto,  70  nine 
ditto,  17  fix  ditto,  44  four  ditto,  6  three-half- 
pound  fwivels,  i  carronades,  3  four  pounders. 

SHOT,    ROUND    LOOSE. 

Forty  twenty-fix  pounders,  626  twenty-fout 
ditto,  1219  eighteen  ditto,  31Z0  twelve  ditto, 
2089  nine  ditto,  500  fix  ditto,  700  four  ditto, 
too  three  ditto. 

CASE    FIXED    WITH    POWDER. 

Three  tboubnd  two  hundred  and  thirty-fix 
four  pounders,  1 08  three  ditto,  420  two  ditto. 


Fi  SHELLS, 
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SHELLS,    EMPTY. 

Ninety  ttn  inch,  96  ome  ditto  three  quarters, 
i  50  eigbt  ditto,  '30  Tevcn  ditto  three  quarters,  40 
fix  ditto  three  quarters,  26  five  ditto  and  half, 
100  four  ditto  and  half,  212  hand  granadocs, 
fixed. 

SHOT,  GRAPE  AND  CASE,  UNHXED. 

Fifteen  twenty-four  pounders,  96  eighteen 
ditto,  156  twelveditto,  897  nine  ditto,  ai4four 
ditto  :  mufquet  ihot,  2cwt. 

DOUBLE    HEADED. 

Eightyfix  eighteen  pounders,  209  twelve  ditto, 
40  four  ditto;  S5  Iponges,  with  ftaTcs  and  ram- 
mer heads,  of  forts ;  209  ladles,  with  ftaves,  &c., 
of  forts ;  2 1  wadbooks,  with  Haves. 

HANDSPIKES. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  common,  4t 
iron-crow  leavers,  80  fpikcs,  with  ftaves. 

CAKTRIDGES,  FLANNEL,  FILLED. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty  nine-poundersi  8 
four  pounders. 

DITTO,   PAPER,    FILLED. 

One  hundred  and  fixty-three  twenty-four 
pounders,  422  eighteen  ditto,  455  twelve  ditto, 
671  nine  ditto,  20  four  ditto,  100  three  ditto, 
35,550  mufquet  cartridges  filled  with  ball,  7796 
carabine  ditto,  2  carriages,  fparc  four  pounders, 
7 1  cutlalTes ;  3  gun  triangles,  with  blocks  com- 
plete ; 
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pletc ;  1 4  lanterns,  common ;  match  Hovr,  2  cwt. ;  Xnuto  th« 
376    barrels   of    powder,   corned;    37  powder  (w,^. 
horns. 

PAPER  CARTRIDGES,  EMPTY 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-four  pounders,  941 
eighteen  ditto,  800  twelve  ditto,  990  nine  ditto, 
4.00  fix  ditto,  6  dozen  port  fires,  270  tin  tubes 
filled,  600c  ditto  empty. 

FRENCH    MUSKETS. 

Eight  hundred  and  forty-fcTcn  in  ftore,  4569 
delivered  at  the  abbatis,  15  Hands  of  regimemat 
colours. 

r^  Large  qaaniities  of  mufquet  cartridges, 
arms,  and  other  fmatl  articles,  not  included  in 
the  above  return:  The  fcattercd  fituation  of  the 
different  Aores  not  admitting  of  coUeding  them 
in  fo  fhort  a  time.  A  more  eza£t  account  will  be 
given  as  foon  as  pol&ble. 

ABSTRACT  OF  ORDNANCE. 

Brafs  guns,  2 1 ;  mortari,  9 ;  howitzers,  i  ; 
iron  guns,  280.  Total,  311.  Befides  the  ord- 
nance taken  in  fort  Moultrie,  Lamprics,  mount 
Pleafant,  and  on  board  the  veffels,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  eighty  or  ninety  pieces ;  and  one 
ten-inch  mortar. 

(Signed)  PETER  TRAILLE, 

Major,  commanding  in  the  royal 

artillery. 
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Chiplcr. 

London  Gazette. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Sir  Henry  CUnian, 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  to  Lord  George  Germain^ 
dated  Head  Sjtarten^  Charles  town.  South 
Carolina,  June  3,  1780. 

My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclofc,  for  your  lord- 
fiiip's  information,  the  copies  of  two  proclama- 
tions I  have  found  it  neccffary  to  iffuc  as  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  the  copy  of  a  handbill  which 
has  been  circulated  amongft  th^  inhabitants,  and 
appears  to  have  had  a  very  good  eSe€t. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.    C  L  I N  T  O  N. 

Handbill  ifjued  afier  the  furrender  tf  Charles 
town, 

WHEN  the  roal  army  arrived  in  South  Caro- 
lina, the  commander  in  chief  avoided,  as  much 
as  poffibic,  every  mcafure  which  might  excite 
the  loyal  inhabitants  to  rife  in  favour  of  govern- 
ment, and  thus  bring  danger  and  trouble  upon 
thcmfelves,  at  a  time  vbcn  the  King's  army, 
being  employed  in  the  redu£lion  of  Charles  town, 
could  not  allill  or  fecond  their  ftruggles. 

The  blood  of  the  loyalifts  that  had  been  un- 
happily  fhcd,  and  the  feveritics  which  had  been 
infliflcd  on  them  by  the  rebels,  in  confequcnce 
of  theformerfpiritcd  but  ill-timed  infurreAionsof 
the  King's  numerous  friends  on  the  back  of  both 
I  Carolinas, 
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CaroUnas,    had  already   occafioned    too   much  noi«io tin 
grief  aod  regret  to  His  Majefty,  and  the  fellow   fJ^'% 
fubjefts  in  Europe,  for  him  wantonly  to  bring      '''*'' 
again  into  hazard  the  lives  and  happlnefs  of  men 
•who  deferve  fo  well  of  their  country. 

But  Charles  town,  with  its  harbour,  and  fort 
Moultrie,  being  now  reduced,  and  their  garri> 
fons,  to  the  amount  of  fix  thoufand  men,  with 
all  their  arms,  (lores,  artillery,  and  Ihips  of  war, 
being  in  poffclSon  of  His  Majcfty's  forces,  the 
time  is  come  when  it  is  equally  the  interefl  and 
duty  of  every  good  man  to  be  in  rcadincfs  to 
join  the  King's  troops,  and  affifl  ihcm  in  eftablifh- 
ingjuftice  and  liberty,  and  in  rcfloring  and  fe- 
curing  their  own  property,  whenever  they  Ihall 
march  to  fupport  them  againfl  the  fmal!  rebel 
parties  that  ftill  linger  at  a  distance  in  ihe  pro- 
vince. 

After  fo  much  diforder,  violence,  and  op- 
prelfion,  the  helping  hand  of  every  man  (a)  is 
wanted  to  re-cftablilh  peace  and  good  govern- 
ment ;  and  as  the  commander  tn  chief  wilhed  not 
to  draw  the  King's  friends  into  danger,  when  any 
doubt  could  remain  of  their  fucccfs  ;  fo  now  that 
that  is  certain,  he  truds  that  one  and  all  will 
heartily  join,  and,  by  a  general  concurrence, 
give  efie^  to  fucti  necelTary  meafures  for  that 
purpofe,  as,  from  time  to  time,  may  be  pointed 
out  to  them.  And  they  may  reft  aflured  that 
every  means  will  be  ufcd  to  avoid  giving  them 
any  trouble  but  what  is  ncccffary  to  fccure  to 
them  peace,  liberty,  and  profpcrity. 

In  order  to  attain  thefe  happy  ends,  it  is  the 
duty  of  all  men,  who  wifli  well  to  themfclves  and 
their  country,  to  be  ready  at  a  moment,  with 
their  arms,  to  regain  their  juft  rights,  and  fup- 
port the  free  conftitution  of  their  forefathers, 
under  which  we  all  increafed  and  profpered. 

Thofe 

UL^IIZLd^vCOOglC 
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N».«u«  Thofe  who  have  families  will  form  a  militia  to 
Ch.pur.  remam  at  home,  and  occafionally  to  aflemble  in 
their  own  diftriSs,  when  required,  under  officers 
of  their  own  chofmg,  for  the  maintenance  of 
peace  and  good  orde.r.  Thofe  who  have  no  fa- 
milies, and  can  conveniently  be  fparcd  for  a  time. 
It  18  hoped  will  chcarfuUy  affill  His  Majefty's 
troops  m   driving  their  rebel  opprcffors,  and  all 

•  the  miferies  of  war,  far  from  the  province. 

For  this  purpoie  it  is  nece&ry  that  the  young 
men  be  Steady  to  affemblc  when  required,  and 
fcrve  wuh  the  King's  troops  for  any  fii  months 
of  the  cnfumg  twelve  that  may  be  found  rcquiOte, 
under  proper  regulations.  They  may  chufe  ofi- 
".''  •"  =?*  company  to  command  them,  and 
will  be  allowed,  when  on  fervicc,  pay,  ammu- 
nition,  and  provlfions,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  King  s  troops.  When  they  join  the  army 
each  man  will  be  furnilhcd  with  a  certificate,  de- 
claring that  he  is  only  engaged  to  fcrve  as  a 
mihtia  mail  for  the,  time  fpecificd  ;  that  he  k  not 
to  be  marched  beyond  North  Carolina  and  Geor. 
gia  i  and  that  when  the  time  is  out,  he  is  freed 
Itom  all  claims  whatever  of  military  fcrvicc  ex- 
UveS        """"°"  »°''  "feal  mUitia  duty  where  he 

He  will  then  have  paid  his  debt  to  his  conmry, 

•  and  be  entitled  to  enjoy,  undiftuibed,  that  peace, 
liberty,  and  property,  at  home,  which  he  had 
contributed  to  fecute.  ">•"•" 
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SOUTH    CAROLINA.  No.«i.ibe 

Pilft 

Sy  His  ExceUency  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Knight  of  the  °"^ 
moft  bomurabk  order  of  the  Bathy  generj  and        .     . 
esmmander  in  chief  of  all  Hit  Majejiy'i  forces 
•within  the  colonies  lying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
Jrotn  Nvoa  Scotia  to  Wejt  Florida  inclujtve. 

PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS,  notwitfaftanding  the  gracious  of- 
fers vbich  bavc  been  made  to  receive  to  His 
Majeflf's  peace  and  protedion,  with  pardon  and 
oblivion  for  their  pau  offences,  all  tbofe  his  de- 
luded and  infatuated  fubjefts,  who  fhould  return 
to  their  duty,  and  a  due  obedience  to  the  taws, 
yet  there  are  fome  wicked  and  defpcrate  men, 
vho,  regardlefs  of  the  ruin  and  mifery  in  which 
the  country  will  be  involved,  arc  (lill  endeavour- 
ing to  fupport  the  flame  of  rebellion,  and,  under 
pretence  of  authority  derived  from  the  late  ufurp- 
ed  legiflatures,  are  attempting,  by  enormous 
fines,  grievous  imprifonments,  and  fanguinary 
punifliments,  to  compel  His  Majefty's  faithful 
9[)d  unwilling  fubjc£ts  to  take  up  arms  againll 
his  authority  and  government ;  and  it  is  therefore 
become  neceffary,  as  well  for'thc  proteftion  of 
the  loyal  fubjefts,  as  to  procure  the  eftabiifhmcnt 
of  peace  and  good  government  in  ttic  country,  to 
prevent,  by  the  terror  of  example,  fuch  .enor- 
mous offences  being  committed  in  future  :  1  have 
therefore  thought  to  iffue  this  my  proclamation, 
to  declare,  (b)  that  if  any  perfpn  (hall  hereafter 
appear  in  arms,  in  order  to  prevent  the  eftablilh- 
ment  of  His  Majefty's  government  in  this  coun- 
try, or  fliall,  under  any  prctencc'  or  authority 
whatfocvcr,  attempt  to  compel  any  other  perfon 
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~  T<o«M(otiieor  perfons  to  do  lb,  or  who  ihall  hinder  or  inti- 
chtpcr.  tnidate,  or  attempt  to  hinder  or  intimidate,  the 
King's  faithful  and  loyal  fubjcQs  from  joining  hig 
forces,  or  otherwife  performing  thofe  duties  their 
allegiance  requires,  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fo  of* 
fending  fliall  be  treated  with  that  feverity  fo  crimi- 
nal and  hardened  an  obftinacy  will  deferre,  and 
his  or  their  ellates  will  be  immediately  feized,  in 
order  to  be  conhfcated.  And  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  King's  faithful  and  peaceable  fubjeits, 
I  do  again  aflure  them,  that  they  ihall  meet  witli 
effectual  countenance^  protection,  and  fupport ; 
and  whenever  the  fituation  of  the  countrj  will 
permit  of  the  reiteration  of  civil  government  and 
peace,  they  will,  by  the  commiffioners  appointed 
by  his  Majefty  for  that  purpofe,  be  reftorcd  to  the 
full  poflciTion  of  that  liberty  in  their  perfons  and 
property  which  they  had  before  experienced  un- 
der the  firitilh  government.  And  that  fo  defira- 
'  blc  an  event  may  be  the  more  fpccdily  accomplifli- 
ed,  I  do  hereby,  in  His  Majeily's  name,  require 
and  command  all  perfons  whatfoever  to  be  aiding 
and  allilling  to  his  forces,  whenever  they  (ball  be 
required,  in  order  to  extirpate  the  rebellion,  and 
thereby  reltore'  peace  and  profperity  to  this,  at 
prefent,  defotatcd  and  diftra^ed  country. 

Given  under  my  hand,   at  head  quarters  in 
Charles  town,  the  22d  day  of  May,  1780.       , 

(Signed)  H.  CLINTON. 

By  his  excellency's  command. 


(Signed)  Nathaniel  Philips, 

Affifting  fccretary. 


(COPT 

J:,C00>^|C 


KtOTUEKK  PaoVlHCES  OF  JfORTH  AMEBICA.  75 

(CO  P  T.)  iMttMi^ 

^  '  F.rll     . 

SOUTH     CAROLINA. 

By  Hit  EKcelUncy  Sir  Henry  CUntm^  Kmgbt  ^tbe 
moft  honourable  order  of  the  Batby  geaerai  and 
commander  in  chief  of  all  Hit  Maje/ij's  fercet 
v/ithin  the  eohniet  lying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean^ 
from  Nova  Scotia  to  Weft  Florida  inclufivt,  &c. 

PROCLAMATION. 

■WHEREAS  after  the  arrival  of  His  Majcfty's 
forces  under  my  coinniand  in  this  province,  ia 
February  laft,  numbers  of  pcrfons  were  made 
prifoncrs  by  the  array,  or  voluntarily  furrcndcrcd 
tbcmfclvcs  as  fuch,  and  fucb  pcrfons  were  after- 
vards  difmifled  on  their  refpedive  paroles ;  and 
whereas  fince  the  furrcnder  of  Charles  town,  and 
the  defea>  and  difpcrfion  of  the  rebel  forces,  it  is 
become  unneceffary  that  fuch  paroles  fliould  be  any 
longer  obferved ;  and  proper  that  all  pcrfons 
ihould  take  an  a^ive  part  in  fettling  and  fecuring 
His  Majefly's  government,  and  delivering  the 
country  from  that  anarchy  which  for  fome  time 
pad  hath  prevailed  ^  I  do  hereby  ifliie  this  my 
proclamation,  to  declare,  that  all  the  inhabitants 
of  this  province,  who  are  now  prifoncrs  upon  pa- 
role, and  were  not  in  the  military  line,  (thofe  who 
were  in  fort  Moultrie  and  Charles  town  at  the 
times  of  tbeir  capitulation  and  furrcnder,  or  were 
then  in  adual  confinement  excepted)  that  from 
and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  June  indant,  they 
are  freed  and  exempted  from  all  fuch  paroles,  and 
may  hold  themfelves  as  rellorcd  to  all  the  rights 

and 
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Noteitodicand  dudes  belonging  to  citizens   and    inhabU 

cwur    **""• 

And  all  perlbns  under  the  defcription  before 
mentioned,  who  Ihall  afterwards  negled  to  return 
to  their  allegiance,  and  to  His  Majedy's  govern- 
ment, will  be  cqnlidered  as  enemies  aod  rebels  to 
tbc  fame,  and  treated  accordingly. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  head  quarters  in 
Charles  town,  the  3d  day  of  June,  1780,  and  in 
the  twentieth  year  of  His  Majefty's  reign. 
(Signed) 

H.  CLINTON. 

By  bis  excellency's  command, 

(Signed) 

Peter  Russeu 

Affifting  fecretary^ 


SOUTH      CAROLINA. 

Sy  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Knight  if  the  Bath,  general 
of  His  Majejiy's  forces^  and  Martot  Arbuthnet, 
Efquire,  vice-admiral  of  the  blue^  His  Majejiy's 
commiffioners  to  rejlare  peace  and  good  government 
in  the/everal  colonies  in  rebellion  in  North  Ante- 
rica. 

PROCLAMATION. 

HIS  Majefty  having  been  plcafed  by  his  letters 
patent,  under  the  great  Teal  of  Great  Britain,  to  ap- 
point Dstobehiscommiflioncrs,  to  reftore  the  bleff- 
ings  of  peace  and  liberty  to  the  fevcral  colonies  in 
rebellion  in  America,  wc  do  hereby  make  public 
bis  molt  gracious  intentions^  and  in  obedience  to 

his 
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bii  cotntBands,  do  declare  to  TucH  of  hU  deluded  Komtotbc 
fubjefts  as  have  been  perverted  from  their  duty  -j^"* 
by  the  fa£liou8  arts  of.leIf-interefted  and  ambiti- 
ous men,  that  they  will  be  received  with  mercy 
and  forgivcnefs,  if  they  immediately  return  to 
their  allegiance,  and  a  due  obedience  to  tbofe 
laws  and  that  governBient  which  they  formerly 
borfttd  was  their  befl:  birthright  and  nobleft  in- 
heritance ;  and  upon  a  due  experience  of  the  Tin- 
cerity  of  their  profeffions,  a  full  and  free  pardon 
will  be  granted  for  the  trcafonable  o9ci>ces  which 
they  have  heretofore  committed,  in  fuch  manner 
and  form  as  His  Majefty's  commiflioa  dotb  di- 
reft. 

Neverthelefs  it  ia  only  to  tbofe,  who,  convinc- 
ed of  their  errors,  are  firmly  refolved  to  return  to 
and  fuf^oFt  that  government  under  which  they 
were  formerly  ib  happy  and  free,  that  thefe  gra- 
cioui  offers  are  once  niore  renewed  ;  and  there- 
fore (hofc  perfons  are  excepted,  who,  notwitb-. 
ftand'ing  their  prefent  hopclcfs  fituation,  and  rc- 
gardicfs  of  the  accumulating  preflure  of  the  mife- 
ries  of  the  people,  which  their  infatuated  conduA 
muft  Contribute  to  increafe,  are  neverthelefs  {till 
£0  hardened  in  ttterr  gnilt,  as  to  endeavour  to 
keep  alive  the  flame  of  rebellion  in  this  province, 
which  will  otherwifc  foon  be  reinflated  in  its  for- 
mer  profperity,  fecurity,  and  peace. 

Nor  can  we  at  prefent  refolve  to  CKtend  the 
royal  clemency  to  thofe  who  arc  polluted  with  the 
blood  of  their  fellow  citizens,  mod  wantonly  and 
inhumanly  fhed  under  the  mock  forms  of  julticc, 
becaofe  they  refufcd  fubmiflion  to  an  ufurpation 
which  they  abhorred,  and  would  not  oppofe  that 
government  with  which  they  deemed  themfelves 
mfi^arabty  conneded :  And  in  order  to  give  quiet 
and  content  to  the  minds  of  His  Majelly's  faithful 
and  well-affeded  fubjeds,  we  do  again  aiTure 
them,  that  tbey  ihalL  have  efiedual  countenance, 
proteftion. 
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ifctntotteproccftion,  and  fapport,  and,  as  foon  as  the  (itu- 
f^^  ation  of  the  province  will  admit,  the  inhabitants 
will  be  re-inftated  ia  the  poflcilion  of  all  thofe 
rights  and  immunities  which  they  heretofore  en- 
joyed under  a  free  Britifli  government,  exempt 
from  taxation,  except  by  their  own  legiflature : 
And  we  do  hereby  call  upotl  all  His  Majefly's 
faithful  fubjedts,  to  be  altUng  with  their  endca- 
Tours,  in  order  that  a  meafure  fo  conducive  to 
their  own  happiaefs,  and  the  welfare  and  profpe* 
rity  of  the  province,  may  be  the  more  fpeedily  and 
caTily  attained. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  feals,  at  Charles 
town,  the  ift  day  of  June,  in  the  twentieth  year 
of  His  Majefty's  reign,  and  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1780. 

H.    CLINTON, 

M.   ARBUTHNOT. 

By  tbcir  excenencies  command, 

James  Simpson,  Sec. 


(NOTE     K.) 


Extraei  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Earl 
Cernwallit,  dated  Charles  ttnim,  Mayfj,  1780. 

YOUR  (a)  lordfliip  has  already  with  you 
(in  the  field)  two  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
forty-two  rank  and  file ;  but  if  you  have  the  Icaft 
reafon  to  fuppofe  the  enemy  likely  to  be  in  great 
number,  you  Ihall  be  reinforced  with  the  42d, 
the  light  infantry,  and  any  other  corps  you'chufc. 
As  your  move  is  imporunt,  it  mull  not  be 
ftinted.    I  will  give  you  all  you  wi(h  of  every 

fort. 
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fort.  Let  mc  know  what  it  is  as  foon  as  pollible.  Mouim  tba 
In  the  mean  time,  1  fhall  order  the  light  infantry  rl^ 
and  42d  regiment  to  prepare }  depending  upoo 
it,  that  as  foon  as  you  can  fpare  them,  you  will 
return  them  to  me ;  for  all  operations  to  the 
northward  muft  be  cramped  without  them.  If 
jouchufe  to  keep  the  17th  dragoons,  you  are 
facartity  welcome  to  them  during  this  move. 

Extras  of  a  letter  from  Earl  ComwalUs  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  dated  Camp  at  Lenew^s^  eq/i  Jtde 
ofSantee,  May  21  j  1780. 

THE  march  of  the  light  infantry  and  42dta 
Monk's  corner  will  be  of  ufe  to  thofe  corps,  and 
will  help  to  fpread  alarm  through  the  country ; 
but  from  what  I  hear,  I  do  not  believe  that  there 
can  be  any  uccefiity  for  detaining  any  part  of  the 
firil  embarkation  a  moment  after  the  ihips  are 
ready  for  them. 


(NOTE     L) 

Cc^  of  a  fummons  fent  by  Lientenant-colonel  Tar- 
leton  ta  Colonel  Bvfordy  dated  Wacfaivs^  May 
*9»  1780. 

ty       SIR, 

RESISTANCE  being  vaia,  to  prevent 
the  effiifion  of  human  blood,  I  make  offers  which 
can  never  be  repeated :— You  (a)  arc  now  almoft 
encompaffed  by  a  corps  of  fevea  hundred  light 
troops  on  horfeback ;  half  of  that  number  are 
infantry  with  cannon,  the  reft  cavalry :  Earl 
Cornwallis  is  Iikewife  within  a  Ihort  march  with 
nine  Britifh  battalions. 

I  warn 
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Hutnintiw  1  warn  you  of  the  temerity  of  farther  ininoical 
(3^,_  proceedings-,  and  I  hold  out  the  following  con- 
ditions, which  aro  nearly  the  fame  as  were  ac- 
cepted by  Charleg  town  :  But  if  any  perfons  at- 
tempt  to  dy  after  this  flag  is  received,  reft  affured, 
'  that  their  rank  {hall  not  proteft  them,  if  taken, 
from  rigoro^us  treatment. 

1  ft  Art.'  All  officers  to  be  prifoners  of  war, 
but  admitted  to  parole,  and  allowed  to  return  to 
their  habitations  till  exchanged. 

2d  Art.  All  continental  foldiers  to  go  to 
La'mprie's  point,  or  any  neighbouring  poft,  to 
remain  there  till  exchanged,  and  to  receive  the 
fame  provifions  as  Britlfli  Ibidiers. 

3d  Art.  All  militia  foldiers  to  be  prifoncr» 
upon  parole  at  their  refpcftivc  habitations. 

4th  Art.  All  arms,  artillery,  ammunition, 
(lores,  proviflons,  waggons,  horfes,  &c.  to  be 
faithfully  dehvered. 

5th  Art.  All  officers  to  be  allowed  their  pri- 
vatc  baggage  and  horfes,  and  to  have  fide  arms 
returned. 

I  cxpeft  an  anfwcr  to  thcfe  propofilions  as  foon 
as  poflible;  if  they  are  accepted,  you  will  order 
every  perfon  under  your  Command  to  pile  his 
arms  in  one  hour  after  you  receive  the  flag :  If 
you  are  rafli  enough  to  rcjc£l  them,  the  blood 
be  opon  your  head. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

(Signed)        BAN.    TARLETON. 

Licatenant  colonel,  commandant 
of  the  Britifli  legion. 


j_,Coo;^lc 
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C^  <^  Colml  Buford'-s  imfwer  to  LUatenant-   NotMh>±. 
coiottel  TarUtf^j  ftunpam.  toj^rrender.  .''f" 

.    Wicfawij  MaT  2Q,  178a 

SIR, 

(b)    I   REJECT   yoot propofals,  and  fiiall 
dcfetid  rajfelf  to  tijic  laft  Extremity. 

.  \  baVc  the  I^ono^r  to  be,  he; 
(Sig&ed)  ABR.    BUFORDi   CoK 

l.ieilt.,Co1.  TarlctOB, 
Cttininiuifling  Btlliih  lef rotf. 


(NOTE     M;) 
London  Gaxettf  Exiraerdinary. 

Whitehall,  July  j,  1780, 
ilte  following  letters  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  knii^l 
ff  the  Bath,  commander  in  chiefs  His  Majejly's 
forces  in  North  America^  to  the  Right  Hon,  Lord. 
George  Germain,  one  of  His  Mfljejiy's  principal 
fecretariei  of  Jiafe,  were  this  defy  received  by 
Lieutenani-coMel  Bruce,  one  ^  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton's  aids-de-camp,  who  arrived  in  the  South* 
Carolina  packet. 

Head  Qpatters;  CbarlM  town,  Soutli  Catolinaf 
jDDe4,  1760. 
Mv  LOKD* 

I  HAD  the  honour,    iii  my  difjpatcb.  No. 

88,  by  the  Eatrl  of  Lincoln,  to  commanicatc  to  ; 

your  lordfbip  the  furrcrider  of  Charlea-tbwn.     f 

am  notf  able  to  give  yoilr  lordfiiip  a  return  of  tlje 

G  prifrn- 


.,CoogL- 
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HotetMiihcprifoncrs  •  taken,   amounting,  as  you  will  ob- 
^ijljj*;  fcrvc,  exdufiTC  of  near  a  thoufand  Jailor«    in 
'    armsa  to  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  aad  eighteen 
men. 

-  I  informed  (a)  your  lordthip,  that  Licutenant- 
gcneral  Earl  CornwaltlE  was  to  march  up  the  nortti 
fide  of  the  Santec,  while  another  cwrps'  mon?ecl 
up  the  hither  fliorc  of  that- river  toward*  %hc 
diftrift  of  Nintty  Six.  Thefe  WMfia  are  in  mo- 
tion, as  well  as  the  one  up  the  Savaimafa  rirer 
in  Georgia. 

The  troops  immediately  under  bis  lordlhip'a 
command  have  preffed  fo  cffcflually  upon  a  body 
cf  the  rebels  which  remained  in  the  proTince, 
that  the  earl,  by  detacbiqg.  his  corps  of  cavalry, 
and  with  them  the  legion  infantry,  (mounted) 
has  com[^eted  the  dellruftion  of  every  thing  in 
arms  againft  us  iu  this  province. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  headed  this  de- 
tachment, whofe  celerity  in  performing  a  march 
of  near  a  hundred  mites  in  two  days,  was  equal 
to  the  ardour  with  which  they  attacked  the  ene- 
n>y.  Thele  refufmg  terms,  which  were  oficred 
them,  were  charged  and  defeated,  with  the  loCs 
of  one  hundred  and  feventy-two  killed,  and  fomc 
taken,  tOgcfher  with  the  remaining  field  artillery 
of  the  fouthern  army,  their  colours,  and  baggage. 

With  the  greateft  picafurc  (  f )  I  farther  re- 
port to  your  lordftip,  that  the  inhabitants  from 
every  quarreir  fepair  to  the  detachments  of  the 
army,  and  to  this  garrifon,  to  declare  their  alle- 
giance to  the  King,  and  to  oflPet  their  Cervices,  in 
arms,  in  fupport  of  his  government.  In  many 
inftances  they  have  brought  prifoncrs  th^ir  former 
oppreflbrs  or  leaders  ;  and  I  may  venture  to  af- 
ibrt,  that  there  are  few  men  in  South  Carolina 
who  are  not  either  our  prifoners,  or  in  arms 
with  us. 

*  PlKcd  after  the  pnUic  letief  burmiiled  by  thx  E vl  of  liocatD. 

I  have 
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I  have  jlfo  the  fatisfeflion  to  receive  cofrc-Netwtothe 
(ponding  accounts,  that  the  loyalifts  in  the  back  t^tw, 
parts  (rf  North  Carolina  are  arming.  I  dare  en- 
tertain hopes  that  Earl  CornvalUs's  prefence  on 
that  frontier,  and  perhaps  within  the  province, 
vill  call  back  its  inhabitants  from  their  ftate  of 
error  and  difobedience.  -  If  a  proper  naval  fbrcC 
can  be  collected,'  1  propofe  fcnding'a  fmall  expe- 
dition into  Cape-fear  river,  to  favour  the  revolu- 
tion I  look  for  higher  in  the  country. 

I  am,  with  the  troops  I  could  take^  quitting  the 
harbour  of  Charles  town,  on  my  way  to  New 
York,  hoping  no  foreign  armament  can  yet  have 
reached  the  coafl,  or  have  been  able  to  attempt 
any  thing,  in  our  abfence,  againfl  that  place. 

Lieutenant- colonel  Bruce,  my  aid-de-camp,  . 
wilt  have  the  honour  of  prcfenting  thefe  difpatches 
to  your  lordfiiip.  He  has  fcrved  with  diftindion 
during  the  whole  war,  and  is  well  able  to  bxhfy 
your  lordfliip  in  any  inquiries  you  may  be  pleafcd 
to -make  concerning  the  Ute  operations  in  Caro- 
lina. 

•    Your  lordfhip  will  receive  by  Major-general 
Prevoft,  who  fails  m  a  few  days,  the  account  from  ■ 
Earl  Cornwallis  of  what  fhalt  have  occurred  to 
that  time. 

I  have  the  hojioilr  to  be,  &c. 

a    CLINT<MI. 


Romului,  off  Charles  town,  bir, 
.Jii«S,  178* 

Mr  Lord,  ^ 

I  HAVE  juft  received  from  Earl  Cornwallis  a 

letter,  enclofing  a  more  particular  report  than 

has  yet  been  received  from  Lieutenant-colonel 

G  2  Tarlcton, 
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KowieotteTarlcton,  of  the  affair  at  Wac&w.    I  have  the 
(/,^,  bopour  to  endofe  both,  together  with  a  return 
of  the  killed  and  wounded^  and  of  the  artillery 
and  other  implements  taken 

Tour  lordfiiip  will  obfcrvCi  that  the  enemy's 
killcd'and  wounded,  and  taken,  exceed  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Tarleton'f  numbers  with  which  be 
attacked  them.  • 

,  I  bave  the  honour  to  bc^  &c. 

(Signed)       H.   CLINTON. 


SIR, 


(COPY.) 

Cimdei,  June  s,  1780. 


In  my  letter  (e)  of  the  30th  of  lafl  month,  I 
cDclofed  a  note  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarlc- 
ton,  wrote  in  great  hafte  from  the  field  of  adion, 
and  I  explained  my  reafons  for  fending  the  detach* 
ment  under  bis  command  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  now  the  honour  of  tranfmitting  to  you 
his  account  of  the  march  and  engagement,  with 
the  lofs  on  both  fides. 

I  can  only  add  the  higbeft  encomiums  on  the 
conduA  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton.  It  will 
give  me  the  mod  leofible  fatisfadion  to  hear  tbat 
your  Excellency  has  been  able  to  obtain  for  htm 
Ibme  diftinguiflied  mark  of  His  Majcfty's  favour. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


Hit  ExceUencr  Sit  Hain>  Clinton. 
K.B.&C. 


(COPY.) 
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(COPY.)  » 

( 

Mr  Lord, 

I  HAVE  (a)  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that 
yellerday  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  after  a  rnarcH 
of  one  bupdred  and  Bve  mites  in  fift^-four  hours, 
with  the  corps  of  cavalry,  the  infantry  of  the 
legion,  mounted  on  horfes,  and  a  three  pounder, 
Kt  Wacfaw,  near  the  line  which  divides  North 
JTom  South  Carolina,  the  rebel  force,  command- 
ed by  Colonel  Buford,  confifting  of  the  nth  Vir- 
j^nia  and  detachments  of  other  regiments,  from 
the  fame  province,  with  artillery,  and  fome  ca- 
valry, were  brought  to  a^.ion. 

Alter  the  fummons,  in  which  terms  limilar'  fo 
tbofc  accepted  by  Charles  town  were  offered,  and 
politively  reje£led,  the  zQ.\on  commenced  in  a 
wood  ;  the  attacks  were  pointed  at  both  fianks, 
the  front,  and  referve,  by  two  hundred  and  fe- 
venty  cavalry  and  infantry  blended,  and  at  the 
£ime  inSamall  were  equally  viftorious,  few  of  the 
enemy  efcainng,  except  the  commanding  officer 
by  a  precipitate  flight  on  hbrfeback. 

It  is  above  my  ability  to  fay  any  thing  in  com- 
mendation  of  the  bravery  and  exertion  of  officers 
and  men.  I  leave  their  merit  to  your  lordOiip'i 
coofideration* 

I  bare  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

BAN.    TARLETON. 

.  Lieutenant  colonel,  commandant 
of  the  BritiOi  legion. 

LicpteniBt-feiHral  £arl  Corninltia,4cc,  tc. 


Return 
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N"" wti*  Return  (c)  of  rebels  killedy  wounded^  and  taken. 


Licutenant-coloQcl,  3  captains,  8  fubaherns,  x 
adjutant,  i  quarter  jnafter,  99  ferjeanU  and  rank 
and  me,  killed. 

3  Captains,  5  Tubaltems,  142  ferjeants  and 
rank  and  file  wounded,  unable  to  travel,  and  left 
on  parole. 

1  Captains,  i  fubaltern,  50  ferjeants  and  rank 
and  Ble,  prifoners. 

Taken,  3  ftand  (d)  of  colours,  %  braTs  fix 
pounders,  %  .royals,  a  vaggons  with  ammuni- 
tion, I  artillery  Forge  cart,  55  barrels  of  powder, 
26  waggons  loaded  with  new  cloathing,  arms* 
IDufquct  cartridges,  oew  cartridge  boxes,  flints, 
and  canip  equipage. 

(-Signed)  BAN.    TARLETON, 

Lieutenant  colonel,  commandant 
of  the  Brittfli  legion. 

(b)  jRf/Hrti  §/■  Britijh  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
affair  at  Wac/aw,  the  i^tb  of  May,  1780. 

Cavalry,  z  privates,  1 1  borfes,  killed ;  I 
fubaltem,  8  privates,  19  horfcs,  wounded. 

Infantry.  2  lubaltcrns,  i  private  killed ;  3 
privates  wounded. 

N.B.  Lieutenant  Patefcball,  17th  dragoons, 
wounded  i  Leutcnant  Lauchlin  M'Donatd,  of  the 
leg'ioQ  infantry,  killed;  Enfign  Campbell,  of  the 
legion  infantry,  ferving  with  cavalry,  killed. 

(Signed)  B.    TARLETON, 

Lieutenant  colonel,  commandant 
of  the  Br^tifh  legion. 

CP  A  p/ 
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CHAPTER.        IL  CHAP. 


£«r/  CorKwaUis  takes  the  commdnd  nf  the  King's 
troops  in  Georgia  and  South  CaroUna.—His  dif- 
pofition  of  the  King's  troops, — Earl  Cormvallis  goes 
1o  Charles  town. — Eight  hundred  loyali/ii  from 
North  Carolina  join  the  Sritijh.— Intelligence  of  a 
Kvhrinental  army.~-^he  effeSl  it  produces  in  South 
Carolina.'— Colonel  Sumpter  attacks  Rocky  mount, 
-—and  Hailing  rod.  —  Baron  de  Kalbe  ap- 
proaches ■  vith  the  American  army.--^enera{ 
Gates  ft^erfedes  de  Kalbe.  — Lord  Rawdon 
^emhles  the  King's  troops.^ Earl  CormvaiUs 
arrives  at- Camden.  —  Battle  near  Oimden, —r 
Mlion  near  the  Catawkfi  fords, 

UP  O N  Sir  HcDry  Clinton's  departure,  the E.ric<«- 
com'oiand  of  the  King's  troops  to  the  fouth-  J^''^'.''" 
vard  devolved  to  Lieutensint-gencral  Earl  Corn- muidoftfae 
watlis.     The  (ubmiffioo  of  General  WilliamTon  t*^':.     - 

(a)  in  Ninety  Six,  who  formerly  commanded  the  *^J«'»  "^ 
militia  of  that  diftrifl;,  and  the  difpcrfion  of  a  j^. 
party  of   Americans  vbo   had  aflembled  at  an 
iron-work,  on  the  north-weft  border  of  the  pro- 
vtuce,  put  a  temporary  period  to  all  tefiftance  in 
South  CaroliDa.    The  beat  of  the  fummer,  the 

vant  of  ftores  and  pcovifiont,  and  the  unfcttlcd 
ftate  of  Charles  town  and  the  country,  impeded 

(b)  the  immediate  invalloa  of  North  Carolina ; 

(*)  la  aUf  A.  (b)  la  MM  A. 

Earl 
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CHAP.Earl  Gornwatlis  difpatchcd  cmiflaries  with  in- 
'^-  ftruftions  to  the  leading  men  in  that  province,  to 
attend  to  the  harveft ,  to  prepare  proyifions,  and  t<^ 
remain  quiet,  till  the  King's  troops  were  ready  to 
advance,  which  operation  could  not  take  place 
before  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  or  the  beginning 
of  September :  That  interval  of  time  was  deemed 
indifpcnfably  requiHte  for  the  conftru£lion  of 
magazines  with  properly-fecurcd  communica- 
tions, for  a  clear  eftablifliroent  of  the  militia,  anil 
for  a  final  adjudment  of  thofe  civil  and  military 
regulations  ufhich  in  future  were  to  govern 
Georgia  i:nd  South  Carolina. 

In  the  beginning  of  June  Colonel  I.ord  Raw- 
don,  with  the  volunteers  of  Ireland  and  a  de- 
tachment of  legion  cavalry,  made  a  fliort  expedi- 
tion into  a  fettlement  of  Irilb,  fituated  in  the 
Wacfaws :  The  fentiments  of  the  inhabitants  did 
not  correfoond  with  bis  lordfiiip's  expectations : 
He  there  learDed  what  experience  confirmed,  that 
the  Iri(h  were  the  moft  ayerfc  of  alt  other  fettlers 
to  the  Britifh  government  in  America.  During 
the  fiay  of  the  volunteers  of  Ireland  in  the  Wac- 
faws, many  of  the  inhabitants  gave  their  paroles  ; 
an  obligation  they  readily  violated,  when  called 
to  arms  by  the  American  contmanders.  Lord 
■  Rawdon  being  returned  to  Camden,  and  the  mov6 
into  North  Carolina  being  poftponed.  Earl  Gorn- 
wallis  made  a difpolJtion (i )  of  the  King's  troops 
upon  the  frontiers,  ahd  wuhin  the  provinces, 
well  calculated  to  procure  the  regiments  and 
corps  every  neccffary  and  convenience,  to  pro- 
ted  the  new  levies  who  bad  begun  to  incorporate, 
and  to  fecure  the  poCciTion  of  the  lately-acquircd 
dominion. 
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Tbe  ajd  And  53d  reginwpts  of  infantry,  the  C  If  A  P, 
yolunteeri  of  Ireland,  the  legion  infantry.  Brown's  "• 
and  Hamilton's  corps,  and  a  detachment  of  artil-  ,^^J^ 
lery,  were  placed  in  and  about  Camden,  where  kidc^ 
bats  of  proper  materials  to  refift  the  hot  weather,  '^'^ 
vere  conftru£ted.  Major  M*Arthuf,  with  the 
71ft  regiment,  was  Rationed  at  the  Chcrawt,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Pedec  river,  to  cover  the  coon- 
try  between  Camden  and  George  town,  and  to 
hold  corrcfpondence  with  a  frienflly  fettlemeot  at 
Crofs  cre^  in  North  Carolina.  A  ("mail  de- 
tachment of  provincials  was  deemed  fufficient  for 
Ibc  protection  of  George  town  j  the  pofition  of 
the  7 1  ft  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Charles  town 
kavmg  no  apprehenfions  of'  an  attack  jn  that 
quarter.  The  chain,  to  the  wellward  of  Cam- 
den, was  connected  with  Ninety  Six  hy  Rocky 
mount,  a  ftrong  poll  on  the  Wateree,  and  occu- 
ned  by  Lientenant-coloncl  Tumbull,  with  the 
New- York  volunteers  and  fomc  militia.  Lieute- 
sant-colonrl  Balfour,  and  afterwards  Lieutenant^ 
colonel  Crugcr,  commanded  at  Ninety  Six-:  Tlie 
force  there  conMed  of  a  battalion  of  De  Lancey's, 
and  IntKs's  and  Allen's  regiments  of  provincials^ 
with  the  16th  and  three  other  companies  of  light 
infantry.  Major  Fcrgufon's  corps  and  a  body  of 
loyal  militia  traverfed  that  part  of  the  province 
^tuated  between  the  Wateree  and  Saluda,  and  ' 
fometimes  approached  the  borders  of  North  Ca- 
rolina. Lieutenant-colonel  Brown  held  polfelfion 
pS  Augufta,  the  frontier  town  of  Georgia,  with 
bis  own  and  detachments  from  other  regiments 
in  that  provitice.  '  Savannah^  the  capital,  was  fuf- 
fcciently  garrifoned  by  a  corps  of  HelBans  and 

Sovincials,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Alured 
ark.  Charles  town  contained  the  7th,  63d, 
and  64th  regiments  of  infantry,  two  battalions  of 
HeiliaDs,  a  large  detachment  of  royal  artillery. 

and 
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CHAP,  and  fome  corps  of  provincials,  under  the  com* 
II-  mand  of  Brigadier-general  Pattcrfon.  The  legioa 
dragoons  (the  17th  being  ordered  to  New  York.^ 
were  directed  to  keep  the  communications  open 
between  the  principal  pods  of  this  extended  can- 
tonment:  This  fervlce  injured  them  infinitely 
more  than  all  the  preceding  moves  and  aliens  o£ 
the  campaign,  and  though  hitherto  fuccelsful 
againCl  their  enemies  in  the  field,  they  vere 
nearly  deflroycd  in  detail  by  the  patroles  and  dc- 
tachments  required  of  them  during  the  intenfe 
heat  of  the  feafon. 

Befides  t,he  defence  of  the  frontiers,  another 
material  and  national  advantage  refulted  from  this 
difpofition  of  the  King's  troops.  The  officers  aad 
men  of  the  different  regiments  and  corps  were 
fupplicd  by  the  flour  and  cattle,  whilfl  the  borfes 
were  foraged  by  the  produce  of  the  country. 
Any  expenditure  of  the  provifions  brought  acrofs 
the  Atlantic  was  unknown  except  in  Chailes  town  . 
and  Savannah.  The  militia,  the  cavab-y,  the  fe- 
cret  fervice,  the  rum,  and  the  pay  of  the  troops, 
were  almoft  the  only  neceHary  ezpences.  Tbs 
contingent  charges  for  the  civil  and  military  ella- 
blifliments  requifite  for  Charles  town  and  Savan- 
nah could  not  be  burdcnfomc:  And  the  aOlftance 
yielded  to  the  quartcrmafter-general's  and  com- 
mifTariat  departments,  by  the  country,  by  confif- 
cation,  and  by  captures  from  the  enemy,  afforded 
an  eligible  opportunity  for  retrenching  the  dif- 
burfements  of  thofe  chargeable  branches  of  the 
army:  In  fhort,  fo  favourable  a  juncture,  owing 
to  many  propitious  circumftances,  never  before 
prefentcd  itfelf  in  America,  for  the  exercifc  o£ 
public  (economy. 

Rum,  fait,  and  other  Oores,  that  were  wanted 
by  the  regiments,  by  the  quarter  mailer -general's, 
and  by  the  commiffariat  departments,  were  or- 
dered to  be  conveyed  from  Charles  town  to  Cam- 
den. 
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den.  The  magazine  was  formed  at  that  place  on  c  H  A  P. 
account  of  the  convenience  of  water  carriage  by  .IL 
the  rWer  from  Nelfon*s  ferry,  and  becaufe  it  'was 
the.  moll  eligible  pofition  to  fupport  tlie  commu- 
nication between  the  army  and  Charles  town, 
when  the  King's  troops  moved  forwards  into 
North   Carolina. 

Tbe-(a)  arrangement  of  the  commerciat  and 
civil  regulations,  for  the  profperity  of  South  Ca- 
rt^ina,  ncKt  demanded  the  attention  of  Earl  Corn- 
waltis  ;  for  this  purpofe  be  committed  the  care  of  Etri  cm»- 
thc  frontier  to  Lord  Rawdon,  and  repaired  to"^!^^ 
Charles  town  about  the  middle  of  June,  where  he  towo. 
entered  upon  that  difficult  bufinefs  with  great  at- 
tention and  afllduity.  The  inhabitants  who  had 
formerly  borne  arms  againfl  the  Britifh  troops  in 
the  province,  and  had  returned  to  their  plantati- 
ons fince  the  departure  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
were  difarmed,  and  admitted  to  their  parole. 
The  eftates  of  the  violent  abfentees  were  feized, 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  commiffioners,  vho 
were  vefted  with  power  to  fell  the  produce,  which, 
with  the  ftock  of  cattle  and  horfcs  found  upoa 
thent),  was  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
upon  the  commiflaries  giving  receipts  to  the  truf- 
tees  for  the  different  articles  they  received.  The 
friends  to  the  Britifli  caufe,  who  had  been  driven 
oat  of  the  country,  on  proper  application,  had 
(heir  property,  or  what  remained  of  it,  reftorcd. 
The  havoc  made  by  the  Americans,  during  their 
baniOiment,  often  defeated  this  intention.  En- 
couragement was  given  to  trade,  by  allowing 
merchants  to  convey  to  Charles  town  a  variety 
of  manufactures  which  had  been  long  wanted 
throughout  all  the  foQthern  provinces,  and  per- 
milling  them  to  receive  payment  in  the  produce 
of  the  country.  Commiffioncrs  were  appointed 
to  arrange  the  differences  which  fubfifted  in  Caro- 
lina ccDCeFning  the  Degrees.    It  is  here  neceflary 
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C  H  A  P.  to  obferve,  that  all  the  negroes,  men,  woid^, 
IL  and  children,  upon  the  approach  of  any  detach* 
me:U  of  the  King's  troops,  thought  themfelves 
abfolvcd  from  all  rcfped  to  thdr  American 
mafters,  and  entirely  relcafed  from  ferTUudc ; 
Influenced  by  this  idea,  they  qnitted  the  pUnta- 
ttons,  and  followed  the  army  ;  which  behaviour 
caufed  the  negle£t  of  cultivation,  proved  detri- 
mental to  the  Sing's  troops,  and  occafioncd  con- 
tinual difputes  about  property  of  this  defcription; 
Jn  a  Ihort  time  the  attention  of  the  commilTiQncn 
produced  arrangements  equally  ufcful  to  the  mili- 
tary and  inhabitants.  Lord  Cornwallis  attempted 
to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  wavering  and  uo- 
ileady,  by  promifes  and  employments:  He  en- 
deavoured u  to  condud  bimlelf,  as  to  give  of* 
fence  to  no  pacty ;  and  the  confequencc  was,  that 
he  was  able  entirely  to  pleafe  none.  He  carried 
bis  lenity  fo  far,  that  violent  enemies,  who  had 
given  paroles  for  their  peaceable  behaviour,  avul* 
cd  them&Ives  of  the  proclamation  of  the  ^d  of 
June,  and,  without  examination,  took  out  certi- 
ficates as  good  citizens  j  which  condu^  opened  z 
door  to  fome  defigning  and  tnfidious  Americans, 
who  fecretly  undermined,  and  totally  dellroyed, 
the  Britifli  intereft  in  South  Carolina.  The  army 
was  governed  with  particular  difcipline,  and  not- 
withltanding  the  exultation  of  vidory,  care|  was 
taken  to  give  as  little  offence  as  poflible  in  Charles 
town  and  country  to  the  jealoufy  of  the  vanquiflir 
ed.  This  moderation  produced  not  the  intended 
effed:  It  did  not  reconcile  the  enemies,  but  it 
difcouraged  the  friends.  Upon  their  return 
home,  they  compared  their  pail  with  their  ene- 
mies prefent  fituation,  they  refleded  on  their  own 
lofles  and  futferings,  and  they  enumerated  the 
recent  and  general  afks  of  rigour,  exercifed  upon 
them  and  their  aiTociates  by  all  the  civil  officers 
-employed  under  Congrcfs,  for  their  attachment 
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to  Great  Britain.    Tbc  policy  therefore  adopted  CHAP, 
on  this  occafioD,  whhout  gaining  new,  difcon-      IL 
tented  tbc  old  adherents ;  and  the  futorp  fcenc 
will  dilcoTer,  that  lenity  and  generofity  did  not 
experience  in  America  the  merited  returns  of  gra* 
titudc  and  affedion. 

At  the  prefcnt  period  (d)  it  was  faid,  that  the  jothjoof 
m^tist   made  a  promifing  appearance,  and  that 
they  equalled  the  wiJhes  of  their  leaders,  both  as 
to  numbers  and  profeffions  of  loyalty :  Cunning- 
ham and  Harrifon,  (c)  men  of  fortune  and  influ- 
ence  in  their  refpeQtve  diftrifls,  obtained  Lord 
Comwallis's  leave  to  convert  their  levies  of  friends 
and  adherents  into  regiments  of  provincials.  But 
notwithfianding  the  fuccefs  vbich  attended  the  . 
enrolment  of  the  loyal  militia,  the  reports  which 
now  began  to  circulate  of  the  exertions  of  Con- 
grefs,  and  of  the  American  army,  united  to  the 
efforts  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  gave  a 
turn  to  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fonthem  provinces :    Difcontents  were  diffemi- 
nated  ;  fecret  confpiracies  were  entered  into  upon 
the  frontier ;    hollilitics  were  already  begun  in 
many  places,  and  every  thing  feemed  to  menace 
a  revolution,  as  rapid  as  that  which  fucceedcd 
the  forrender  of  CharSes  town. 

The  precautions  employed  to  prevent  the  rifing 
of  the  King's  friends  in  North  Carolina  bad  not 
had  univerfal  effed.  Several  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Tryon  county,  excited  by  a  Colonel  (d) 
Moore,  manifcfted  their  attachment  to  the  firitifh 
canfc,  by  taking  up  arms  on  the  t8th  of  June, 
widiout  the  neceflary  caution  requilite  for  fuch 
an  undertaking,  and  they  were  in  a  few  days  af- 
terwards defeated  by  General  Rutherford.  Thia 
ereot  encouraged  a  fpirit  of  perfecution,  which 
made  Cc^nel  Bryan,  another  loyalift,  who  had 

(d}IanM«B.       (g)  la  BON  A.       (d)  In  note  A. 
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CHAP.  promHcd  lo  wait  for  orders,  lofe  all  patience,  and 
II-  forced  him  to  move  with  eight  hundred  men,  (b) 
Eight  hai»  afTeoibled  from  the  neighbourhood  of, the  Yad- 
■uiu'^rm  kin*  towards  ihe  ncarcu  Britifh  poft  :  After  many 
Morihc  difficulties,  he  fortunately  reached  the  71ft  re- 
^BnX  giment,  ftationcd  in  the  Cberawt.  The  news 
brought  by  thcfe  loyalills  created  fome  aftonifii- 
mcnt  in  the  military,  and  dtffufed  univerfal  ^p- 
fternation  amongft  the  inhabitants  of  South  Ca- 
rolina :  They  reported,  that  Major-general  do 
(c)  Kalbe,  a  French  officer  in  the  American  fer. 
vice,  was  advancing  from  Salisbury,  with  a  large 
body  of  continenti^s }  that  Colonel  Porterfield 
was  bringing  Hate  troops  from  Virginia ;  tbat 
General  Cafwairhad  raifed  a  powerful  force  in 
North  Carolina ;  and  thi^  Colonel  Sumpter  had 
already  entered  the  Catawba,  a  fetUement  cont 
tiguous  to  the 'Wadaws....Thefe  ascounts  being 
propagated,  and  artfully  exaggerated,  by  the 
enemies  within  the  province,  caufed  a  wonderful 
fermeniation  In  the  minds-  of  the  Americans, 
which  neither  the  lenity  of  the  BritiAi  govern- 
ment, the  folemnjty  of  their  paroles,  by  whicli 
their  perfons  and  properties  enjoyed  prote£kion, 
nor  the  memory  of  the;  undeferved  pardon  fo 
lately  extended  to. many  of  them,  had  fufGcient 
ftrength  to  retain  in  a  ft^te  of  fubmilBon  or 
neutrality. 

Whilft  the  Americans  were  coUe£ting  their 
forces.  Lord  Hawdon  made  occafional  altera* 
tions  in  tlie  diftribuiion  of  the  King's  troops  upon 
the  frontier,  in  order  to  confirm  the  adherence  of 
the  loyal  inhabitants,  and  to  obviate  the  defigtu 
of  the  enemy.  Some  log  houfcs  were  conflruft- 
cd  at  Ninety  Six,  at  Williams's,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Pacolet,  and  at  Rocky  mount.  The  legion 
infantry,  a  detachment  of  Colonel  ^owne's  rc^ 

(b)  la  mott  B.        (cj  la  MHC  H 
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giment,  and  Colonel  Bryan's  mtlitia,  were  ad-CHAP. 
Tanced  to  Hanging  rock :  Lieuteaant-coloncl  IL 
Webfter  was  reculed  from  that  poftj  and  the  23d 
regiment  fell  back  to  Rugelcy's  mills.  Major 
M* Arthur's  pofition  in  the  Gheraws  was  deemed 
too  forward,  and  he  was  defired  to  retire  Ibme 
mles  into  the  province. 

The  ftatc  of  the  country,  and  the  exaggerated 
reports  of  the  Americans,  occalioned  frequent 
pair(des  of  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  from 
the  advanced  Bcitifli  pofts;  one -of  which  expe- 
rienced both  difgrace  and  defeat.  Licutcnant- 
cdIoocI  (a)  Turnbul),  on  fome  intelligence  from 
fiUhing  creek,  fcnt  Ca|»ain  Huck  of  the  legion 
to  invelligate  the  truth :  The  detachment  com- 
mitted to  his  care  confiflcd  of  thirty-five  dra- 
gomis  of  the  legion,  twenty  mounted  infantry  of 
the  Ncw-Yock  -volonteert,  ind  about  fixty  mt- 
liaa.  On  his  arrival  at  the  crofs  roads,  near  the 
iouxcc  of  Fifliing  creek,  Ca-^tain  Huck  negleScd 
bis  doty,  in  placing  his  party  carelcfsly  at  a  plan- 
tation, without  advancing  any  pickets,  or  fending 
out  patroles :  Some  Americans  who  were  affemb- 
kd  in  the  neighbourhood  heard  of  his  negligent 
fitu9tion,  and  with  ^n  inferior  force  furpri^d  and 
deftroycd  him,  and  a  great  part  of  bis  command: 

.An  inftance  of  treachery  which  took  place 
about  this  time,  ruined  all  con6dence  between 
the  regulars  and  the  militia:  The  (a)  iahabitants 
in  (he  diArifls  of  the  rivers  Ennorce  and  Tyger 
had  been  enrolled  fmce  the  fiege  of  Charles  town, 
imder  the  orders  of  Colonel  Floyd  ;  Colonel 
Ncale,  the  former  commanding  officer,  having 
fied  out  of  the  province  for  his  violent  perfircutlon 
of  the  loyalists.  One  Lifle,  who  had  belonged 
to  the  fame  corps,  and  who  had  been  banilhed 
to  the  illands,  availing  himfcif  of  the  proclama- 
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CHAP,  lion  to  exchange  bts  parde  for  a  certificate  of 
^  faifl  being  a  good  citizoi,  WM  onde  ftcond  iir 
Command:  And  as  foon  as  die  battsfion  -wa^ 
completed  with  arms  and  anununition,  he  car- 
tied  it  off  to  Colonel  Meale^  who  bad  joined 
Colonel  Sumptcr's  command  in  the  Gatavb» 

This  reinforcement,  added,  to  bis  former  num^, 
befi,  in^ired  Cobnel  Sumpter  with  a  dcfire  of 
fignalizing  himfel^  by  attacking  fbme  of  th< 
Brttiih  polU  upon  the  frontier.  Having  gained 
the  neccflary  information,  he  direi^ed  his  efibrts 
againll  the  coips  at  Rocky  raoant.  (b)  Near  the 
end  of  July  he  pafled  Broad  river,  at  Blair's  ford^ 
with  about  nine  hundred  men,  and  advanced 
«pon  Turnbull,  whofe- force  was  compofed  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  provincials,  and  as  many  mi* 
Ktia.  The  defences  of  lUidty  mount  con&fud  of 
two  log  boofes,  a  kx>p-hat^  buildings  and  an 
abbatis ;  placed  upon  an  emincinre,  which  com- 
manded a  view  of  the  ocigbbouring  cotinttyj 
Colonel  Sumpter  having  no  cannon  to  deftroy. 
the  abbatis  or  the  buildings,  felcded  fome  of 
bis  braveft  followers,  to  remove  the  former,  and 
to  endeavour  to  fet  ^re  to  the  latter,  tf  bilft  bte 
people,  under  cover  of  the  trees  and  rocks,  oii 
the  decIivitT  of  the  mountain,  maintained  a  heavy' 
fire  upon  the  garrifon.  After  three  attacks,  in 
the  laft  of  which  fome  of  the  forloi'n  hope  pe- 
netrated within  the  abbatis,  the  American  com- 
mander retreated  with  tofs  and  precipitation.  Iif 
the  gallant  defence  of  this  polt,  Lieutenant'CcJonel 
Turnbull  bad  one  officer  kilted,  one  wounded^ 
and  about  ten  men  killed  and  wounded. 

Colonel  Sumpter  croflcd  Broad'  riVer,  and  re- 
tired to  his  former  camp  in  the  Catawba'  .fct'' 
tiement;  where,  reinforcing  the  numbers  he  bad 
loft  at  Rocky  mount,  he  was  foon  in  a  condition 
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to  projeft  Other  operations.  ThU  aflive  partizan  CHAP, 
was  thoroughly  -fenfible,  that  the  minds  of  urn  H> 
arc  influenced  by  enterprize,  and' that,  to  keep 
nndifciplincd  people  together,  it  is  Deccflary  to  ' 
employ  them.  For  this  pdrpofe,  he  again  fur^t 
veyed  the  flate  of  the  Britifli  poftg.  upon  the  fron- 
tier, and  on  niinute  examination  he  deemed 
Hanging  rock  the  moft  vulnerable :'  He  haftened 
his  preparations  for  the  .attack,  becaufe  a  dc> 
tacfament  of  cava]r]#and  mounted  infantry  had 
been  ordered  from  that  place  to. reinforce  Rocky- 
mount.  On'tbe  6th  of  Augull^  at  feven  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  he  approached  the  flank  of  the 
poft,  whic^  was  cntrufted  to  the.  North-Carolina 
refugees,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Bryan. 
This  loyalifl,  with  his  undifctplincd  people,  though 
f^>pofed  by  troops  equally  ondiiciprmed,  foon 
retreated  from  hts  ground,  and  Colonel  Sumptcc 
dire£ied  the  weight  of  hia  attack  againft  thc.-lct 
gion  infantry^  whidi  refifled  bis.  efforts  with  great 
coolnefs  and  bravery.  The  example  of  courage 
exhibited  by  one  hundred  and  fixty  men  of  the 
legion,  vho  charged  the  Americans  twice  with 
fixed  bayonets,  to  favc  their  three  pounder,  made 
a  detachment  of  Colonel  Brownei's  regiment  re- 
cover from  the  conftemation  into  which  they  bad 
been  thrown  by  the  flight  of  Colonel  Bryan,  and 
they  now  joined  their  endeavours  to  defendthc 
Britifli  encampment.  Colonel  Sumpter  (liU  per- 
fevered  in  his  attack,  and  very  probably  would 
have  fuccecded,  if  a  ftratagem  ;cmployed  by 
Captains  Stewart  and  M'Donald,  of  the  Brltiflt 
legion,  had  not  difconccTtcd  his  operations. 
Tfacfe  officers,  with  forty  mounted  infantry,  were 
returning  the  fame  morning  from  Rocky  mount, 
and  on  the  route  heard  the  caniron  and  muiket^y 
at  Hanging,  rock ;  on  a  nearer  approach  to  their 
pod,  they  judicioufly  left  the  Rocky  mount,  and 
made  a  circuit  to  get  into  the  main  Camden 
H  road, 
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CHAP,  road,  to  reinforce  their  companions :  When  tbey 
II-  arrived  in  fight  of  the  Americans,  the  bugle  bom 
was  directed  to  found  the  charge,  and  the  bA- 
diers  were  ordered  to  extend  their  filet,  in  order 
to  look  like  a  formidable  detachment.  This  un- 
'  expeded  appearance  deranged  the  American 
commander,  and  threw  bis  corps  into  a  Itate  of 
confufion,  which  -  produced  a  general  retreat. 
Captain  M'CulIocb,  wbo  commanded  the  l^ion 
ii^antry  with  fo  much  diftin^on^ was  killed,  with 
-  two  other  officers,  and  twenty  men:  Upwartteof 
thirty  of  the  fam£  corps  were  urounded.  The 
detachment  of  Colonel  Browne's  regiment  had, 
hkewife,  fome  officers  and  men  killed  and  wound* 
rd,  and  a  few  taken  prifisners.  Colonel  Bryan's 
North-Carolina'  refugees  were  greatly  difpcrfed, 
but  did  not  fufier  confiderably  by  the  fire  of  the 
enemy. '  About  one  hundred  dead  and  wounded 
Americans  were  left  on  the  field  of  battle.  Co» 
lonel  Sumpter  ndlied  bis  men  not  far  irom  Hang- 
ing rock,  and  again  fell  back  to  the  Catawba 
fettlement,  to  coue£t  more  men  from  the  Wac- 
fawg,  and  to  receive  refugees,  who  flacked  from 
all  parts  of  South  Carolina.  The  repulfes  he 
had  fultained  did  not  difcourage  him,  or  injure 
his  caufe :  The  lofs  of  men  was  eafily  fupplied, 
and  his  reputatioa  for  adivity  and  courage  was 
fully  eftabliflied  by  his  late  eaterprizing  coa- 
dua. 

'  As  foon  as  the  account  of  Colonel  Sumpter's 
attack  reached  Camden,  Lord  Rawdon  ordered 
the  z^d  regiment  to  advance  from  Rugelcy's 
mills  to  Hanging  rock.  This  reinforcement  un- 
der Major  Mecan  put  the  pod  in  fecurity,  and 
enabled  Colonel  Bryan  to  colled  bis  peo[rie, 
■who  were  fcattercd  over  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try. The  wounded  were  afterwards  conveyed 
to  Camden,  where  the  climate  bad  fcnt  a  num* 
3  ■  .        bcr 
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ber  of  non-commiffioned   officers    and  foldicn  C  H  A  K 
into  bofpital.  IL 

Id  this  fuuation  of  affairs  upon  the  frontier. 
Lord  Ranrdon  received  frequent  intelligence  that 
the  American  army,  compofed  of  the  Maryland 
brigades,  the  Dclawar  regiment,  fome  Virgirtia 
ftate  troops,  and  Colonel  Armsnd's  legion,  con- 
tinued to  advance :  He  had,  likewife,  authentic 
inforniatioo,  that  the  continentals  had  been  re- 
inforced on  Deep  river,  by  G«ieral  Cafwall, 
(b)  with  the  Nortb-Carolina  militia.  As  foon  as 
General  Wafliington  obtained  accounts  of  the 
critical  fituatioa  of  Major-general  Lincoln  to  the 
fouthward,  ovingto  the  great  addition  of  force 
carried  to  that  quarter,  under  the  immediate 
diredion  of  the  BritiOi  commander  in  chief, 
be  judicioufly  determined  to  fend  a  confiderable 
detachment  of  continentals  from  the  American 
army  in  the  Jcrfics,  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the 
royaJifts.  This  powerful  reinforcement  was 
committed  to  Major-general  Baron  de  Kalbe,  an 
officer  of  reputation,  who  preffed  forwards  the 
troops  with  indefatigable  attention  :  By  long  and  5*'™''' 
repeated  marches  they  now  approached  tbe  fron-  f^tAn 
tier  of  South  Carolina.  Their  paflage  through  ""*>  *' 
virgmia  had  given  vigour  to  that  province,  and  (^m^ 
large  detachments  of  militia  followed  the  route 
of  the  main  army.  Noith  Carolina  likewife 
made  exertions  to  raife  troops,  and  the  governor 
and  aflcmbly  voted  three  thoufand  men  for  the 
fervice.  Not  with  (landing  thefe  formidable  pre-~ 
paraiions,  the  Baron  dc  Kalbe  met  with  great 
difficulties  after  he  pafled  the  Roanoke  river  : 
Provifions  (2)  were  fo  fcarce  in  North  Carolina, 
that  the  continental  troops  cmiurcd  extreme 
hardfhips,  and  were  frequently  rciardcd  on  their 
march  for  want  of  nccefiary  fupplies.     Whether 

(t)  R«n>cmWuG*r,'ptrt  id,  i7Se,  p>ce  179. 
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CHAP,  tbe  complaints  and  rcmondrances  forwarded  by 
II-  Baron  de  Kalbc  to  tbe  governor  and  the  aflembly 
of  the  province,  to  Congrefs,  and  to  General 
Walhington,  on  this  fubjcft,  prodaced  an  altera- 
tion of  opinion  refpe£ting  himfcif,  is  not  certain, 
but  another  coDimander  in  chief  was  foon  after- 
wards appointed^  and  fent  to  the  fouthward. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  Major-general  Gates  ar- 
,  ^.Derived  in  the  American  camp.  His  name  and 
kiibc.  former  good  fortune  reanimated  the  exertions 
of  the  country :  Provifions  were  more  amply 
fupplied  by  the  inhabitants,  and  the  continental 
troops  foon  reached  the  frontier  of  South  Caro- 
lina. On  the  banks  of  the  river  Pcdce,  the 
American  general  iffued  a  proclamation,  (K)  in- 
■viting  the  patriotic  citizens  of  Carolina  to  affcm- 
ble  under  his  aufpices,  to  vindicate  the  rigbft  of 
America ;  holding  out  an  amncfty  to  all  who  bad 
fubfcribed  paroles,  impofed  apon  them  by  tbe 
rtiffian  hand  of  conqueji  ;  and  excepting  only  thofe, 
who  in  the  hour  of  devaSation  had  rfxercifcd  a£ts 
of  barbarity  and  depredation  upon  the  perfons 
and  properii  of  iheir  fellow  citizens. 

The  approach  of  General  Gates  with  an-,2ciD^ 
of  fi^c^thoufand  men,  induced  Lord  Rawdon  gra- 
duallyto'cSntr»d  the  ports  upon  the  frontier,  in 
order  to  aflcmble  his  forces  :  Major  M*Arthur 
was  dircfted  to  dr-aw  nearer  to  Camden  j  the  two 
battalions  of  the  71ft  regiment,  under  his  orders, 
were  at  this  period  confiderable  fiiffcrers  by  the 
nnheahhy  climate  of  Carolina.  To  difencum- 
ber  himfelf  for  movement,  he  collcflcd  fomc 
boats  on  the  river  Pedcc,  and  commrttcd  upwards 
of  .one  hundred  fick  men  to  the  care  of  Colonel 
(c)  Mills,  to  be  efcorted  to  George  town  by  the 
militia  under  his  commaod.  ■    After    the    fick 

(K)  la  note  K.  (c)  I«  nxe  E. 
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were  embarked.  Major  M* Arthur  commenced  CHAP. 
his  niarch.  In  ]efs  than  two  days  the  militia  II. 
mutinied,  and  fccuring  their  own  officers  and  the 
fxk,  condudled  them  prifonerg  to  General  Gates, 
in  North  Carolina.  This  inftance  of  jreachery 
in  the  ea(l  of  the  province  followed  the  per6diou8 
condufl  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Lifle  on  the 
weftcrn  border,  and  ftrongly  proved  the  miftake 
committed  by  the  Britifh,  in  placing  confidence 
in  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  when  afting 
apart  from  the  army.  The  only  probable  way  to  , 
reap  advantage  from  the  levies  made  in  Caro- 
Una,  would  have  been  to  incorporate  the  young 
men  as  they  were  raifcd  in  the  ellablilhed  pro- 
vincial corps,  where  they  could  be  properly 
trained,  and  formed  under  officers  of  experi- 
ence :  By  fuch  a  line  of  conduft,  all  the  Britifli 
regulars  would  have  been  favcd,  the  King's 
troops  in  general  would  have  been  augmented, 
and  confidcrable  fervice  might  have  been  derived 
from  their  additional  numbers. 

When  General  Gates  paffcd  the  boundary 
line  of  South  Ca.'olina,  the  Britifh  detachment 
vas  recalled  from  Hanging  rock.  Lord  Raw- 
don  afterwards  took  poil  on  the  weft  branch  of 
Lynchc's  creek,  about  fourteen  miles  from 
Camden,  with  the  2id,  33d,  and  71ft  regiments 
of  infantry,  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  Lieute- 
nant-colonel HamiUon's  corps,  about  forty  dra- 
goons of  the  legion,  and  four  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  infantry  of  the  legion,  and  part  of  Colonel 
Browne's  regiment,  were  placed  at  Rugcley's 
mills.  The  hofpital,  the  baggage,  the  provi- 
fions,  the  ammunition,  and  the.ftores,  remained 
tinder  a  weak  guard  at  Camden.  General  Gates 
advanced  to  the  creek  oppofite  to  the  Britifli 
camp,  and  Ikirmifhes  enfued  between  the  ad- 
vanced parties  of  the  two  armies.  The  Ameri- 
<  can  commander  difcovcred  that  Lord  Ravdon's 
I  pofuioa 
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CHAP,  porition  was  ftron^,  and  he  declined  an  attack  ; 
"■  but  he  bad  not  fufficlent  penetration  to  conceive, 
that  by  a  forced  march  up  the  creek,  be  could 
have  pafled  Lord  Rawdon's  flank,  and  reached 
Camden  ;  which  would  have  been  an  eafy  cod- 
queft,  and  a  fatal  blow  to  the  Britilh. 

While  the  two  armies  remained  facing  each 
other  at  Lynche's  creek.  Lord  Rawdon  fcnt  an 
order  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Cruger,  to  forward 
to  Camden,  without  lofs  of  time,  the  four  com- 
panies of  light  infantry,  under  Captain  Charles 
Campbell :  He  likewife  direded  the  troops  at 
Rugcley's  mills  to  quit  their  pofition.:  Major 
Carden,  with  the  detachment  of  Browne's,  was 
ordered  to  Camden  ;  and  the  legion  in^ntry, 
under  Captain  Stewart,  were  defired  to  Bnd  the 
moft  dire£t  road  from  their  prcfent  fituation  to 
the  camp  at  Lynche's  creek.  A  guide  condufled 
Captain  Stewart  to  the  outpofl  of  General  Gates's 
army ;  a  warm  falutation  from  the  picket  dif- 
covercd  the  miftake :  No  fiarther  Inconvenience 
enfued,  though  Armand's  cavalry,  and  Porter- 
field's  light  infantry,  followed  the  legion  till 
they  reached  the  Britifti  encampment.  Lord 
Rawdon  withdrew  the  corps  from  Rugeley's  mills, 
on  account  of  its  expofed  fituation  ;  and  fuf- 
pcfling  yet  that '  the  enemy  meant  to  detach 
againft  fomc  of  bis  outpofts,  he  defired  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Turnboll  to  evacuate  Rocky  mount, 
and  to  join  Major  Fergufon  at  his  pofition  on 
Little  river,  where  be  had  ereded  fomc  field 
works,  with  his  corps  of  provincials  and  loyal 
militia. 

Lord  Rawdon  fent  regular  information  of  every 
.  material  (a)  incident,  or  movement,  made  by 
the  Ameiicans,  and  by  the  King's  troops  on 
the  frontier,  to  Earl  Cornwallis  at  Charles  town; 

(a)  Id  DOhP. 
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•wbere  the  public  bufiflefs,  (D)  relative  to  claims,);;  HAP. 
coDimercial  arrangements,  ftnd  other  civil  regu-  II. 
latioiu,  required  great  time  to  reduceJt  to  or' 
der.  The  appearance  of  a  formidable  army  in 
the  province  prevented  a  methodical  completion 
of  the  fydem  of  government,  and  called  the  at- 
tention of  Earl  Cornwallis  to  objcQs  of  more  im- 
mediate importance.  His  lordfliip,  therefore, 
prepared  to  leave  Charles  town,  after  fome  of  the 
mod  neceffary  and  eflential  (b)  points  were 
aijjufled. 

.  In  the  meae  time,  Lieutenant-eolone!  Tarle- 
too,  being  recovered  from  a  fever,  wa8  defired 
to  coUed  all  the  dragoons  he  coilild  find  in 
Charles  town,  and  join  Lord  Rawdbn  in  the' 
country  :  With  the  abidance  of  Major  Hanger, 
who  was  lately  appointed  to  the  cavalry,  thirty 
dragooiu  and  forty  mounted  militia  wet'c  ifiemb- 
kd  :  With  this  force  Lieutenant-toloncl  Tarle- 
ton  croffed  the  Santce  at  Lencw't  ferry  on  fhc  6th 
of  Auguft:  He  moved  fronlthenx:e  to  the  Black 
(c)  river,  which  be  paficd,  tti  orderto  punifii  the 
inbibitahts  in  that  quarter  for  their  late  breach' 
of  paroles  and  per6dtous  revolt.  A  neteflary 
fervice  was  concealed  under  this  dilagrecable  tx> 
crtion  of  authority :  The  vicinity  of  the  rirers 
Santce  and  Wateree,  and  of  all  the  Cbarlei-town 
commantcations  with  the  royal  army,  rendered 
it  highly  proper  to  flrilce  terror  into  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  diftrift.  This  point  of  duty  being 
^edcd.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  crofled  the 
Black  rivei",  giving  out  to  the  country  that  he 
intended  to  join  the  Britilh  army  by  the  main 
road  over  the  Santce  hills  ;  but  really  deflgning 
to  re-crofs  the  river,  to  gain  ioteUigcnce  of  Ge- 
neral Gates's  operations :  He  accordingly  pafled 
at  a  private  place  in  the  night,  and  marched  with 
great    rapidity   for   twenty-four  hours;   when, 

(D)  la  awe  D.        (b)  Id  n«e  P.        (e)  la  doif  P. 
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CHAP,  ordering  his  party  to  affume  the  enemy's  appear- 
*      ance  and  names,  the  Americans  were  liberal  of 
their    information    and    every   other   alfiHance. 
A  member  of  affembly,  of  the  name  of  Bradley, 
at  that  time  on  parole,  was  fevcre  in  his  denunci- 
ations againft  the  Britifh  ofBccrs  and  foldiers,  and 
warm  in  commendation  of  the  heroic  fpirit  of  his 
foppofed  friends  and   gucfts.     The   nearncfs  of 
General  Gates's  camp  at  lad  -obliged  Tarleton 
to  defire  bis  new  acquaintance  to  condu^  him 
over  a  very  intricate  morafs,  that  he.  might  at< 
tack  the  rear  of  Lord  Rawdon's  polls :  Bradley 
entered  heartily  into  the  plan,  and  coUe^ed  fome 
neighbouring  American   miliiia  to    join  in  the 
expedition :   After  pafTrng  Megert's.  I'wamp,  the- 
fource  of  Black  river,  Tarleton  undeceived  his 
late  bod,  and  conduced  him  and  his  volunteers 
prifoners  to  Cainden.      On  his  arrival  at  that 
place,    be  bad  evident   proof  that    the  legion 
cavalry'  vere  nearly  deftroyed  by  the  conftanit 
duties  of  detaclHQeni  and  patrolc  :  He  colleded 
all  the  di'agoons  at  that  pod,  and  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  joined  Lord  Rawdon  at  Lyncbe's. 
creek  on  the  loih  day  of  Augud. 
.  A  patrolc,  fent  by  General  Gates  to  Rugeley's 
milk  on  the  i2ih,  occafioned  a  report  tliat  the 
American  comn^nder  was  moving  to  his  right : 
LoH  Biw.  The  fttuation  of  .the  Britilh  hofpital  and  magazine, 
^leitbe  3^  the  prefent  diftance  of  the  army,  pointed  out 
Kiog't       to  Lord  Rawdon  the  propriety  of  falling  back 
"^       from  Lyncbe's.  Qreck).  and  of  coneentrating   his 
force  near  Camden. .  The  move  voas  accordingly 
noade,  without  any  moleftacion  from  the  eiiemy, 
and  an  encampment  was  chofen  at  Log  town, 
•  the  mod  eligible  to  be   found  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Camden,  which  did  not  aSbrd  any  na- 
turally-advanugeous  ^Ution  for  defenfive  <^- 
ration. 
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On  the  13th,  (a)  General  Gates  moved  theCHAP'- 
American  anny  to  Rugeley's  mills :  The  Mary-      *'■ 
land  brigades,  the  Delawar  regiment,  the  cannon, 
the  cavalry,  ibe  baggage,  and  the  militia,  were 
polled  on  the  north  nde  of    Granney-quarter's 
creek  ;  and  Colonel  Porterfield  and  Major  Arm- 
ftrong's   corps   of  iight  infantry   were  advanced 
over  the  creek,  on  the  road  leading  to  Camden. 
On  the  fanie  day  the  four  compames  of  light 
injantry  arrived  from  Ninety  Six,  and  in  the 
Bight  (d)  Earl  Comwallis  croffed  the  Wateree  t..!  Com, 
ferry,  and  joined  the  Britilh  array.     The  arrival  "'jt','" 
of  the  noble  earl  and  of  the  light  infantry  were  cimVo. 
fortunate  events :  A  reinforcement  (b)  of  fe\'en 
handred  Virginia  niiHtia,  under  the  command  of 
General  Stevens,  whidi  reached  Rugeley's  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  prompted   the  American 
commander  in  chief  to  make  an  addition  of  one 
hundred  continentak,  three  hundred  militia,  and  . 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  to  the  corps  under  Colonel 
Sumpter,  who  was  immediately  directed  to  in- 
terrupt  the    commuiucations    between    Charles 
town.     Ninety    Six,     and    Camden.       Colonel 
Sumpter  appeared  on  the  morning  (a)  of  the  15th 
on  the  weftern  bank  of  the  Wateree,  and  cap- 
tured fome  waggons  with  rum  and  (lores  below 
Camden,  feveral  waggons  loaded  with  fick  and 
tired    light-infantry  loldiers    on  the   road  from 
Ninety  Six,  and  the  efcorts  of  loyal  militia  and 
regulars  attending  each  convoy. 

Lord  Comwallis,  upon  his  arrival  with  the 
army,  adopted  the  molt  likely  mcafures  to  obtain 
intelligence  of  the  enemy's  force  and  pofition ; 
he  likewifc  direfted  his  attention  to  ftrengthen 
the  Britifh  regiments  and  provincial  corps,  by 
muftering  the  ableft  convalefcents  ;  and  he  was 
not  unmindful  of  his  cavalry.     Upon  application 

/•)  [a  Mt<  M.  (i)  rn  DOte  F.         (b)  la  noic  M.         (<)  lo  note  V. 
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C  ff  A  P.  irom  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  he  ordered  all 
11.  the  horfes  of  the  anny,  belonging  both  to  regi- 
ments and  departments,  to  be  alTembled:  The 
beft  were  felcded  for  the  fervice  of  the  cayalry, 
and,  upon  jhe  proprietors  receiving  payment,  they 
were  delivered  up  to  the  Britifli  legion.  Tbefe 
a£tive  preparations  difiufed  aninlation  and  vigour 
throughout  the  army. 

On  the  15th  the  principal  part  of  the  King's 
troops  Vd  orders  to  be  in  readinefs  to  marcb. : 
In  the  afternoon  Earl  Comvallis  defired  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Tarleton  to  gain  circumftantial  in- 
telligence, by  intercepting  a  patrole,  or  carrving 
off  fome  pnfoners,  from  an  American  pictet : 
About  ten  miles  from  Camden,  on  the  road  to 
Rugeley's  mills,  the  advanced  guard  of  the  le- 
gion, m  the  evening,  fecured  three  American 
loldiers :  The  prifoners  reported,  that  they  came 
from  Lynche's  creek,  where  *tfaey  had  been  left 
in  a  convalefcent  ftate,  and  that  they  were  direA- 
ed  to  join  the  American  army,  on  the  high  road, 
~  that  night,  as  General  Gates  had  given  orders 
for  his  troops  to  move  from  Rugeley's  mills  to 
attack  the  Britifh  camp  next  morning  near  Cam- 
den. The  information  received  from  thefe  men 
induced  Tarleton  to  countermarch  before  he  was 
difcovered  by  any  patrole  from  the  enemy's 
outpoft :  The  three  prifoners  were  mounted  be- 
hind dragoons,  and  conveyed  with  fpeed  to  the 
Britilh  army:  When  examined  by  Earl  Com- 
wallis,  their  ftory  appeared  credible,  and  con- 
firmed all  the  other  intelligence  of  the  day. 
Orders;  were  immediately  circulated  for  the  re- 
giments and  corps,  defigned  for  a  forward  move, 
to  ftand  to  their  arras.  The  town,  the  magazine, 
the  hofpital,  and  the  prifoners,  were  committed  to 
the  care  of  Major  M'Arthur  with  a  fmall  body 
of  provincials  and  militia,  and  the  weakefl  con- 
valefcents 
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valeTcents  of  the  army :  A  part  of  (e)  the  6^d  CHAP, 
reg^ent,  who  bad  been  fuppUed  with  horfes  at     '1- 
Chiles  town,  were  expefted  to  join  this  detach. 
lAent  in  the  night,  by  the  NeUbn's-feny  road, 
for  the  fecurity  of  Camden. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  King's  troops  moved  from 
their  ground,  and  formed  their  order  of  march 
on  the  main  road  to  Rugeley's  mills :  Lieute- 
nant<colonel  Webfter  commanded  the  iront  divi* 
iion  of  the  army :  He  A>mpofed  his  advanced 
guard  of  twenty  legion  caValry,  and  as  many 
mounted  ini^try,  fupported  by  four  companies 
of  light  infantry,  and  followed  by  the  33d  and  ^ 
33d  regiments  of  foot. '  The  center  of  me  line  W 
of  march  was  formed  of  Lord  Rawdon's  divifi-  \ 

on,  which  conftfted  of  the  volunteers  of  Ireland, 
the  legion  ii^antry,  Hamilton's  corps,  and  Co< 
lonel  Bryan's  refugees  :  The  two  battalions  of 
the  71ft  regiment,  which  compofed  the  referve, 
followed  the  fecond  divifion.  Four  pieces  of 
cannon  marched  with  the  divilions,  and  two  with 
the  referve :  A  few  waggons  preceded  the  dra- 
goons of  the  legion,  who  compofed  the  rear 
guard. 

About  twelve  o'clock  the  line  of  march  was 
fomewhat  broken,  in  pailing  Saunders*  creek, 
Bve  miles  from  Camden.  A  .Ihort  halt  reme- 
died this  inconvenience,  and  the  royal  army 
proceeded  in  a  compact  flate  with  moft  pro- 
found filence.  A  little  aft6r  two  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  Britifh  charged  the  head  of  the 
American  column:  .TTie  weight  of  the  enemy's 
(L)  fire  made  the  detachment  of  the  legion  give 
Way  after  their  ofHcer  was  wounded,  and  occa- 
fioned  the  light  infantry,  the  23d  and  33d  regi- 
ments, to  form  acrofs  the  road.  Mulketry  con- 
tinued on  both  fides  near  a'  quarter  of  an  hour, 

(«)  IodmbF.  tMNoicL. 
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CHAP,  when  the  two  armies,  finding  themfeives  oppofed 
II-  (0  each  other,  as  if  aftuated  by  the  fame  prefent 
feelings  and  future  intentions,  ceafed  firing.  On 
examining  the  guides,  and  the  people  of  the 
country.  Earl  Comwallis  difcovered  that  the 
ground  the  Britifh  army  now  occupied  was  re- 
markably (f)  favourable  to  abide  the  event  of  a 
general  aftion  againft  the  fuperior  numbers  of 
the  enemy:  The  fortunate  fituation  of  two 
fwamps,  which  narrof)|pd  the  pofition,  fo  that 
the  Englifh  army  could  not  be  outflanked,  ui- 
Itantly  determined  the  Britifh  general  to  halt  the 
troops  upon  this  ground,  and  order  them  to  He 
^  down  to  wait  the  approach  of  day  :  Thefe  com- 
~  mands  were  executed  as  foon  as  a  few  fmall 
pickets  were  placed  in  the  front :  A  by-way, 
beyond  the  morafs  upon  the  left  which  led  to 
Camden,  gave  Earl  ComwaUis  for  a  thort  time 
fome  uneannefs,  left  the  enemy  fhould  pals  his 
flank ;  but  the  vigilance  of  a  fmall  party  in  that 
quarter,  and  the  recolleftion  of  the  hazard  in- 
curred by  fuch  an  attempt,  foon  difiipated  his 
jealoufy.  Except  a  few  occafional  fliots  from 
the  advanced  fentries  of  each  army,  a  filent  ex- 
pe£tation  ulhered  in  the  morning, 
luiiieiwtf  At  dawn  the  two  commanders  proceeded  to 
c»mdto.  jjjg^g  jjjgjj.  refpefljve  arrangements  for  a^ion. 
The  light  (g)  infantry,  the  t-^d  and  33d  regi- 
ments, under  Lieutenant-colonei  Webfter,  form- 
ed the  right  divifion,  in  the  front  line,  of  the 
Britilh  army  :  The  flank  was  covered  by  a  fwamp; 
the  left  extended  to  the  road.  The  other  divifion 
of  the  front  line,  confifting  of  the  volunteers  of 
Ireland,  (he  legion  infantry,  Hamilton's  corps, 
and  Bryan's  refugees,  was  commanded  by  Lord 
Rawdon :  The  flank  was  likewife  prote£ted  by  a 
morafs,  and  the  right  communicated  with  Web- 

(f)  Iq  Mtt  F.  '   <g)  Id  doU  F. 
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fter's  divifion.  Two  fix-pounders,  and  two  three-  CHAP. 
pounders,  were  placed  to  the  Idft  of  the  road,  1I> 
under  the.  orders  of  Lieutenant -M'Leod.  The 
71ft  regiment,  with  two  fix-pounders,  Ibnn- 
ed  a  fecond  line ;  one  battalion  in  the  rear  of 
Webfler's,  the  other  of  Lord  Rawdon's  divifion. 
The  legion  cavalry  remained  in  column,  on  ac- 
count of  the  thicfcnefs  of  the  woods,  to  the  right 
of  the  main  road,  clofe  to  the  firft  battalion  of 
the  71ft,  with  orders  to^  a£t  offenfively  againft 
the  enemy,  orin  defen<A:  of  the  BritiA  troops, 
as  q)portunity  oSered,  or  neceffity  required. 
The  Britifli,  the  provincials,  and  the  militia  of 
the  royal  army,  officers   and  foldiers  indufive,  , 

amounted  to  fomething  above  two  thouiand  men. 
(G) 

Before  daybreak  General  Gates  had  made 
the  following  difpolition  of  the  American  army, 
confiftine  of  two  thoufand  continentals,  and  four 
thoufand  flate  troops  and  militia.  Three  regi- 
ments of  (c)  the  Maryland  line,  under  Brigadier- 
General  Gift,  formed  the  right  wing,  the  North-  .. 
Carolina  an^  Virginia  militia,  commanded  by 
Generals  Cafwall  and  Stevens,  compofed  the  left 
wing  and  center.  Colonel  Porterfidd's  and -Ma- 
jor Aimftrong's  light  infantry  were  placed  in  the 
rear  of  the  Virginia  brigade  of  militia :  Colonel 
Armand  was  ordered  to  fupport  the  left  with 
his  cavalry.  The  firft  Maryland  brigade  and  the  ■ 
Dclawar  regiment,  under  Bri^dier-general  Smalt- 
wood,  formed  the  fecond  line  and  referve.  The 
principal  part  of  the  American  artillery  was  poll- 
ed to  the -left  of  their  right  wing  of  continen- 
tals :  The  remainder  Was  placed  in  the  road, 
under  the  prote&ion  of  their  referve. 


(c>  In  rote M. 
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G  H  A  P.      When  the  day  broke.  General  Gates,  not  ap- 
11.      proving  of  the  Htuation  of  Caiwall's  and   Ste- 
vens* brigades,  xf2s  proceeding  to  alter  their  (h) 
pofition:    The   circumftance  being  obfetred  by 
the  Britilh,  was  reported  toEail  Comwallis,  who 
inllantly,  in  perfon,  commanded  Webfter's    di« 
vifion  to  advance,  and  difpatched  the  fame  order, 
by  an  aid-de-camp,  to  Lord  Rawdon  on  the  left. 
Tlie  adion  became  immediately  general  along 
the  front,  and  was  contefted  on  the  left  and  in 
the  center  with  great  ftnnneft  and  bravery.     Ge- 
neral GIH:  preferved  perfeft  order  in  his  brigade, 
and,  with  his  finall  arms  and  artillery,  continued 
a  heavy  and  well-dire&ed  fire  upon  die  33d  re- 
giment and  the  whole  of  the  len  dtvifion.     The 
morning  (i)  being  hazy,  the  fmoke  hung  oyer, 
and  involved  both  armies  in  fuch  a  cloud,  that 
it  was  difficult  to  fee  or  eftimate  the  deltrufUon 
on  either  fide.     Notwithftanding  the  refilUnce, 
it  was  evident  the  Britiih  moved  forwards  :  The 
light  in^try  and  the  13d  regiment  being  oppofed 
only  by  militia,  who  were  fomewhat  deranged 
by  General    Gates's    intoided    alteration,    nrft 
broke  the  enemy's  front  line,  which  advantage 
they  jut^cioufly  followed,   not  by  puifuing  the 
fugitives,  but  by  wheeling  on  the  left  flank  of  the 
continentals,  who  were  atondoned  by  their  militia. 
The  contefl  was  yet  fupponed  by  the  Maryland 
brigades  and  the  Delawar  regiment,  when  a  part 
of  the  Britiih  cavalry,  under  Major  Hanger,  was 
ordered  to  charge  their  Sank,  wnilft  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton,  with  the  remainder  of  his  re- 
giment,  completed  their  confufion.      Baron  de 
Kalbe,  on  the  right  of  the  Americans,  being  ftill 
ignorant  of  the  flight  of  their  left  wing  and  cen- 
ter, owing  to  the  thicknefs  of  the  air,  made  a 
vigorous  charge  with  a  regiment  of  continental 

(h)  In  DouP.  (ij  laaouP. 
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infentry  through  the  left  divtlion  of  the  Britifh,  CHAP. 
and  when  wounded  and  taken/  would  fcarcely      ''■ 
believe  that  General  Gates  was  defeated. 

Alter  this  lafl  effort  of  the  continentals,  K>ut 
ind  llaughter  enfued  in  every  quarter.  Brigadier- 
general  Gill  moved  off  with  about  one  hundred 
continentals  in  a  body,  by  wading  through  the 
fwamp  on  the  right  of  the  American  pofition, 
where  the  Brltift  cavalry  could  not  follow ;  this 
was  the  only  part  that  retreated  in  a  compad 
fiate  from  the  field  of  battle.  The  continentals, 
the  ftate  troops,  and  the  miUtia,  abandoned  their 
arms,  their  colours,  and  their  cannon,  to  feek 
proteiftion  in  flight,,  or  to  obtain  it  from  the  cle- 
mency of  the  conquerors.  As  foon  as  the  rout 
of  the  Americans  became  general,  the  legion 
dragoons  advanced  with  great  rapidity  towards 
Rngeley's  mills :  On  the  road.  General  Ruther- 
ford with  many  other  officers  and  men,  were 
made  prifoners.  The  charge  and  purfuit  having 
greatly  difperfed  the  Britim,  a  halt  was  ordered 
on  the  foudi  fide  of  the  cre^,  in  order  to  collect 
a  fufficient  body  to  diflodge  Colonel  Armand  ahd 
bis  corps,  who,  together  with  feveral  (e)  officers, 
were  employed  in  railing  the  militia  at  that 
pafs,  and  in  fending  off  the  American  baggage. 
The  quick  jundion  of  the  fcattered  cavalry  coun- 
tera^ied  the  deiigns  of  the  enemy :  Colonel  Ar- 
mand's  dragoons  and  the  militia  difplayed  a  good 
countenance,  but  were  foon  borhe  down  by  thfc 
rapid  charge  of  the  legion:  The  chafe  again 
commenced,  and  did  not  terminate  till  the  Ame- 
ricans were  difperfed,  and  fatigue  overpowered 
the  exertions  of  the  Britifli.  In  a  purfuit  of 
twenty-two  miles,  (k)  many  prifoners  of  all  ranks, 
twenty  ammunition  waggons,  (3)  one  hundred 

(c)  ln»MC  M.  (It)  iBDOteP. 
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c  H  A  p.  and  fifty  carriages,  containing  the  baggage,  ftores, 
]i.      and  camp  equipage  of  the  American  army:,  fdU 
into  the  hands  of  the  vigors.    ' 

In  the  aflion  near  Camden,  the  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  miffing  of  the  King's  (H)  troops,  amount- 
ed^to  three  hundred  and  twenty-four,  officers  in- 
cluded.     The   deftruftion   fell  principally  upon 
the  center,  owing  to  the  well-direded  6re  of  the 
continentals^  and  the  execution  done  by  the  Axne- 
rican  artillery.    The  Americans  loft  feventy  offi- 
cers, two  thoufand  nien,  (killed,  wounded,  and. 
prifoners)  eight  pieces  (a)  of  canncm,  feveral  co- 
lours, and  all  their  carriages  and  waggons,  con- 
taining the  ftores,  ammunition,  and  baggage,  of 
the  whole  army. 
y^    _  On  reviewing  the  ftriking  circuoiftances  prc- 
/      ceding  and  during   the  battle,  the  condu£l  of 
/        Earl  Comwallis  <;annot  be  placed  in  a  clearer 
tight  than  by  cpntrafting  it  with  that  of  Jiis  oppo- 
nent.    The  faults  committed  by  the  Amerjican 
commander,  duriog  his  ihort  campaign  at  the 
j  head   of  the  fouthern  army,  were  neither    un- 

1  important-  in   themfelves,   nor  inconfiderable  in 

\  number.    The  hrft  mifconceptton  imputable  to 

';  General  Gates,  wnnthfi  QfTf  brtwking  in  upon 
I  the  Britiih  communications  as  fo<m  as  he  arriv- 
i  jedTicar  Lyncbfi*»  creek.  The  imove  up  the 
j  .creek,  and.  from  thence  to  Caradcp,  was  prac- 
j  ticable  and  eafy  before  the  King's  troops  were 
'  cc^centered  at  that  place;    or  .he  might,  without 

j  the  fmalleft  difficulty,  have  occupied  a  llrong 
'  .pofition  on  Saunders'  creek,  five  miles  from  Cam- 

den, before  Earl  Cornwallis  joined  the  royal  for- 
ces.    His  fecond  error  was  moving  an  arrays 
confiding  of  young  corps  and  undifciplined  mi- 
;  litia,  in  the  night :  A  manceuvre  always  to  be 

— -(H>N»t«  It  ,  (^)  Id  note  f. 
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avoided  with  troops  of  that  defcription,  intheCtlVp. 
neighbourhood  of  an  enterpriTmg  enemy;  and      U-N 
only    to   be  hazarded,  when  regimAts  are"  per- 
fe£Hy    officered,  and  well  trained.      His  third 
miftikke  was  in  the  difpofition  of  his  army  before 
the  a^on:  If  the  mihtia  had  been  formed  into 
one  line,  in  front  of  the  continentals,  they  would 
have  galled  the  BritiOi  in  the  wood,  when  ap- 
proaching to  attack  the  main  body:  Or,  if  the  { 
militia  had  been  kept   totally  feparate  horn  the 
continentals,  and  too  much  confidence  had  not 
been  placed  in  them,  perhaps  that  confiilion  in 
part  of  the  Maryland  line,  owing  to  the  early 
flight  of  Cafwall's  brigade,  had  never  happened. 
His    laft  and  greatell   hixk,  was   attempting  to 
make  an  alteration  in  the  difpofition  the  initant                  / 
the    two  armies  were  going  to  engage;  which                 / 
circumflance    could  not   efcape  the  notice  of  a                / 
vigilant  enemy,  who  by  a  ikUful  and  fudden  at-              / 
tack  threw  the  American  left  wing  into  a  ftate  of           / 
confufion,  from  which  it  never  recovered.     The           / 
^vourable  opportunities  which   prefented  them-         / 
felves  to  Earl  Comwallis  during  the  march  and      / 
the  a£Uon,  were  feized  with  judgment,  and  pro-   / 
fecuted  with  vigor ;  a  glorious  viftory  crowned./ 
the  defigns  of  ue  general,  and  the  exertions  gf 

the  troops. y 

Inmiediately  after  the  a£tion  every  poiSble 
affiflance  was  given  to  the  wounded  of  both  par- 
ties :  The  loy^  militia  were  ordered  to  explore 
the  adjacent  woods,  and  to  collet  the  difabled  : 
Waggons  were  afterwards  aflembted,  in  which 
they  were  placed  with  care,  in  order  to  follow 
the  principal  part  of  the  Britifh  army,  which  fell 
back  to  its  pofition  at  Camden.  Lord  Cornwallis, 
with  the  light  and  legion  infantry,  and  the  23d 
re^msnt,  moved  forwards  to  Rugeley's  mills, 
where  he  was  joined  in  the  afternoon  by  the 
^K  .1  .         legion 
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CHAP,  legion  tavalry,  an  Aeir  tetorn  from  Hanging 
n.     totk. 

Though  the  late  vidoiy  vat  complete,  and 
the  principal  army  of  the  Americans  was  defeat- 
cd,  there  yet  remained  in  Soath  Carofina  fome 
troops  under  Colonel  Sumpter,  welt  Fomiilied 
wiih  arms,  and  provided  with  cannon.  The 
vicinity  of  their  muation  to  the  late  fcene  <^ 
a£tion,  equally  afforded  them  opporiohity  to  give 
refuge  to  the  fogitives,  and  to.'  augment  their 
own  numbers.  Tne  river  Wateree,  which  bad 
feparatcd  General  Gates  and  Colonel  Sumpter, 
abounded  with  public  ferries  and  private  boats, 
belides  being  fordable  in  many  places.  It  was 
not  to  be  fu^fed  but  that  Sompter  had  ear4y 
information  of  the  late  misfortune,  and  that  be 
would  avail  himfelf  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
country  to  protect  his  difperfed  friends,  and  to 
fecure  his  own  retreat.  The  ncceffity  of  beating 
or  driving  this  corps  out  of  the  province  vras  fo 
evident,  that  Earl  Comwaflis  difpatched  an  order 
on  the  evening  of  the  i6th  to  Lieutenant>colond 
Turnbull,  to  move  ipllantly  with  the  New-York 
volunicers.  Major  Fergufon's  detachment,  and 
the  loyal  militia,  in  purluit  of  Colonel  Sumpter. 
The  light  in^ntry,  (1)  and  the  BritiOi  legim, 
who  were  exhauded  by  the  fatigue  of  the  pre- 
ceding night's  march,  and  by  the  aflion  and 
purfuit  of  the  day,  alfo  received  orders  to  be  in 
readineft  to  move  early  next  morning.  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Tarlcron  was  defired  to  harafs  or 
ftrike  at  Colonel  Sumpter,  as  be  ihould  find  it 
mod  advifable  when  he  approached  him :  For 
this  purpofe  he  dire^ed  bis  courfe  next  morning 
through  the  woods,  with  three  hundred  and  ^ 
men  and  one  piece  of  cannon,  and  marched  np 
the  caft  fide  of  the  Wateree,  intending  to  pa&it 
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St  o&aoftr  Rocky  mdunt:  U|un  tbe  route  htcIMP* 
fn^cd  up  about  twenty  fdtttared  contineataU,  !!• 
aad  in  the  afierooon  he  gaitied  tatelligcnce  that 
Catonel  Sumpter  was  retreating  along  the  welt  em 
bank  of  tbe  river.  Tirlaon  made  no  altcratioa 
in  hiifjan,  but:  continued  his  march  to  the  ferry 
fabctng  Rocky  mount :  On  his  arrival  at  dulk,  he 
perceived  tiw  enemy's  fires  about  a  mile  diilant 
fnm  the  oppoQte  ihorc :  Immediate  care  was 
taken,  to  fecure  tbe  boats,  and  inllant  orders 
.  were  ^ven  to  the  light  troops  to  pa&  the  night 
wkhout  fires.  No  alarm  happened,  and  at  day- 
break it  wai  apparent  that  the  Americans  had  dc- 
camped  :  Some  of  the  Britifh  vedettes  and  fentrtes 
reported  at  dawn  that  they  could  difcover  the  rear 
guard  of  the  enemy  quitting  Rocky  mount. 
Tarlcton  inftanily  detached  Capta'm  Campbdl,  of 
tbe  light  tnfiintry,  with  a  fotall  party  acrofa  the 
liver,  with  inftruQion&to  bold  out  a  white  hand- 
kerchief on  Rocky  mount,^  if  Colonel  Sompier 
contiaued  hit  route,  up  the  Wateree  :  In  the 
mean  time,  preparation*  were  made  for  pafling 
tbe  river  :  Captain  Campbell,  on  his  arrival  at 
Rocky  mount,  took  a  prifoner,  and  difplayed  the 
appoiated  fignal :  The  boats^  with  the  threc- 
poHBder  and  the  infantry,  immediatdy  pulhed 
o%  and  the  cavalry  cro&d  tbe  part  which  was 
not  fordable  by  fwtnuniu.  -  After  the  pa0age 
vaa  effe&ed,  a  patr(^  of  legion  dragoons  was 
dire&ed  to  proceed  a  few  miles  to  the  weftward, 
to  inqwre  aiter  Turnbull  and  Fergufon  ;  but  no 
intelligence  was  obtained. 

In  tbe  mean  dme.  Colonel  Sumpter,  with  bw 
detachment,  confiding  of  one  hundred  conti* 
nentalt,  (d)  fcven  hundred  militia,  and  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  dire&ed  bis  march  toward^ 
the  forda  near  the  Catawba  fettlcmcnt,  where  ha 
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CHAP,  intended  to  pafs  the  river,  in  order  to  take  a  po- 
ll- fition  eligible  for  his  own  numbers^  and  well 
adapted  to  receive  the  fiigitives  of  the  American 
army.  This  officer,  fince  the  period  that  he  re- 
ceived reinforcement  from  General  Gates,  had 
been  fortunate  in  his  operations  :  He  had  taken 
above  one  hundred  Britifh  foldiers,  be  had  fe- 
cured  one  hundred  and  fifty  loyal  American 
militia,  and  be  had  captured  near  fifty  waggons 
loaded  with  arms,  ftores,  and  ammunition.  In- 
formation was  obtained  at  Rocky  mount,  that 
thefe  trophies  of  fucccls  were  in  Sampler's  pof- 
feflion,  and  under  the  cfcort  of  bis  advanced 
guard :  The  impotBbility  of  reaching  that  part 
of  his  corps,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  mvn 
body,  determined  Lieutenant  colonel  Tarletoa 
to  bang  upon  the  rear,  and  watch  an  opportunity 
of  attempting  fomething  in  that  quarter  :  He 
was  fenfible  that  no  alarm  had  been  given,  and 
that  no  jealoufy  could  yet  be  entertained  of  his 
having  palTcd  the  Wateree.  Thefe  incidents, 
which  at  firft  fight  appeared  fo  favourable,  were 
nearly  counterbataiKed  by  the  diligence  of  Sump- 
ter's  march,  ^y  the  ezhaulled  condition  of  the 
Britifii  light  troops,  by  the  intcnfc  heat  of  the 
day,  and  by  the  gpround  yet  to  be  gained  before 
an  attack  could  take  place.  When  Tarleton  ar- 
rived at  Fifhing  creek  at  twelve  o'clock,  be  found 
the  greateft  part  of  his.  command  overpowered  by 
fatigue;  the  corps  could  no  longer  be  moved 
forwards  in  a  compad  and  ferviceable  (late  :  He 
therefore  determined  to  feparate  the  cavalry  and 
infantry  moft  able  to  bear  farther  hardOiip,  to 
follow  the  enemy,  whilft  the  remainder,  with 
the  three  pounder,  took  poll  on  an  advantageous 
piece  of  ground,  in  order  to  refrelh  themfelvcs, 
and  cover  the  retreat  in  cafe  of  accident. 

The  number  fe1c£ted  to  continue  the  purfuit 

did  not  exceed  onehundred  legion  dragoons  and 
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fixty  foot  foldiers  :  The  light  infantry  furnifljcd  a  C  H  A  p. 
great  proportion  of  the  latter.  This  detachment  **" 
moTcd  forwards  with  great  circum(j>e£tion  :  No 
intelligence,  except  the  recent  tracks  upon  the 
road,  occurred  for  five  miles.  Two  of  the  enor 
mj's  vedettes,  who  were  concealed  behind  fome 
bufhes,  fired  upon  the  advanced  guard  as  it 
entered  a  valley  and  killed  a  dragoon  of  the 
legion :  A  circumftancc  which  irritated  the  fore- 
mod  of  his  comrades  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  < 
dlfpatcbed  the  two  Americans  with  their  fabres 
before  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarlcton  could  inter- 
pofe,  or  any  information  be  obtained  refpeding 
Colonel  Sumptcr.  A  ferjeant  and  four  men  of 
the  Britifh  legion  fooa  afterwards  approached  the 
fummit  of  the  neighbouring  eminence,  where 
inftantly  halting,  they  crouched  upon  their  ' 
horfes,  and  made  a  fignal  to  their  commanding 
officer.  Tarleton  rode  forwards  to  the  advanced 
guard,  and  plainly  dUcovered  over  the  crefl  of 
the  hill  the  front  of  the  American  camp,  perfect- 
ly quiet,  and  not  the  Icaft  alarmed  by  the  fire  of 
the  vedettes.  The  decilion,  and  the  preparation 
for  the  attack,  were  momentary.  The  cavalry 
and  infantry  were  formed  into  one  line,  and, 
giving  a  general  Ifaout,  advanced  to  the  charge. 
The  arms  (a)  and  artillery  of  the  continentals 
were  fecured  (a)  before  the  men  could  be  af- 
femUcd:  Univerfal  (m)  conflernation  itnmedi- 
ately  enfued  throughout  the  camp ;  fome  oppoGf 
tion  was,  however,  made  from  behind  the  wag- 
gons, in  front  of  the  militia.  The  numbers,  and 
extcnfive  encampment  of  the  enemy,  occafioned 
fcveral  confli£ts  before  the  a&ion  was  decided. 
At  length,  the  rcleafe  of  the  regulars  and  th; 
loyal  militia,  who  were  confined  in  the  rear  of 

(•]  Ib  son  p.  (i)  Id  DoU  O.  (n)  lu  Ktc  P. 

the 
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CHAP,  the  AmericsEnSy  enabled  Lioutei»nt<ecdoiiel  TW- 
II.      letoD  to  (lop  the  fliugbter,  and  ptzce  guordi  over  - 
the  ptifoners. 

The  purToit  could  not  vith  propriety  he  pufhod 
very  far,  the  quantity  of  prifoners  upon  the  fpot 
demanding  the  immediate  attention  of  great  p^ 
of  the  light  troops.  Lieutenant-colonei  Tarleton 
loft  no  ntne  in  fending  for  the  detacbmcm  left 
at  Fifliing  creek,  thinking  this  addirionat  foiot 
nece&ry  to  repulfe  any  attempt  the  «nemy  might 
make  to  refcuc  tbeir  friends.  AH  (be  men  lie 
could  aflcmble  were  likewifc  wanted  to  give  afif* 
tance  to  the  wounded,  and  to  take  charge  of  tbq 
prifoners  ;  the  troops  who  bad  gained  this  adiea 
saving  a  juft  claim  to  feme  relaxation,  in  order 
to  refrefli  themfelves  after  their  late  vigpmw 
exertions. 

Captain  Charles  Campbell,  (n)  who  com. 
Tnandcd  the  light  kifantry,  was  unfortunately 
kilted  near  the  end  of  the  affair.  His  death 
cannot  be  mentioned  without  regret*  He  was 
a  young  officer,  whefe  condod  and  abilitiet  af> 
forded  the  moft  Sattering  prol^A  that  Iw  woald 
be  ati  honour  to  his  country.  The  lofs,  other- 
wife,  on  the  fide  of  the  BritiA  was  inoonfiicr. 
able  ;  fifteen  non-commiffioned  officers  and  men, 
and  twenty  horfes,  were  killed  and  wounded. 

Colonel  Sumpter,  who  had  taken  off  part  of 
fats  dothcs  on  account  of  the  heat  of  the  weather, 
in  tbat  fituation,  amidft  the  general  confuAoo, 
made  his  efcape  :  One  hundred  and  fifty  (o)  ef 
his  ofiiccfs  and  feldiers  were  killed  and  wounded  { 
ten  continental  officers  and  one  huttdred  men, 
many  miKtia  officers,  and  upwards  of  two  hun- 
dred privates,  were  made  prifoners ;  two  tbrM 
pounders,  two  amraunition  waggons,  one  th^u* 
fand  ftand  of  arms,  forty-four  carriages,  loaded 

(a)  la  MU  P.  (o)  fa  a»M  P. 

with 

L,.^,-zLd.,CoogIc 


&«OTHtRH  rkOVIHCES  OP  MOBTH  AMBSTCA.  I19 

with  baggage,  rum,  and  other  llores,  fell  intoCHAP, 
the  po0el£oD  of  the  Britifli.  II. 

The  pofuion  occupied  by  the  Americans  was 
eligible  and  advantageous ;  but  the  fuppofed 
diflaoce  of  the  King's  troops  occafioncd  a  ne- 
gligence in  their  took  out,  and  lulled  them  into 
fatal  fccurity.  Some  explanation,  however,  re- 
ceived ;after  the  aSioo,  greatly  d't"™i'J'<^ .  tbe 
miftakes  which  Colonel  Sumpter  fcemed  to  nave 
committed  :  It  appeared  upon  inquiry  that  he 
had  fent  patrolcs  to  examine  the  road  towards 
Kocky  mount  i  but,  fortunately  for  the  BritiOi, 
they  had  not  p-bcecded  far  enqtigh  to  difcover 
their  approach :  It  was  evident  likewife  that  he 
had  demanded  the  eau^  bf  ^i^  tw«  fti6t»,  Miil 
t^it  sn  officer  joft  retarn«d  ffoito  the  advantcd 
fentries  had  itpoTted,  tbat  fhd  militia  ilrere  firing 
at  cattle  :  A  common  praSice  in  the  American 
cataip.  IftMw  wQrd,  the  mdcfxtga^  perfeve* 
nutee  of  tbe  Britvft^  ligh«  (roopt  obtained  them  a 
moft  briUlaat  advantage  vh<m  their  ho^s  atKl 
Arenph  were  M^ly  exhauftecK  The  ivckwded 
being  dre01eil,  and  the  arras  and  prtfoncrs  bettt^ 
eoficAed,  the  k*gioa  and  tight  infantpy  eommetieed 
their  march  tiavtardi  Camden.  The  three  follov^ 
ing  days  fiailhed  thel#  toi)(bm«  duty,  when  thehr 
fervicec  wer«  i<rwarEfod  Ky  the  approbation  of 
Earl  CornwaUis,  and  the  acclamations  of  their 
feU&w  IbldicrE. 


NOTES 
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NO      T      E      S 

TO    THE 

SECOND     CHAPT  E  R. 


(NOTE      A) 


Extras  tf  a  letter  from  Lieuienant-setieral  Earl 
Cormuallis  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  dated  Charles 
fowfit  South  Carolina^  June  30,  1 780. 

KotMtoibB  npHE  fubmiffion  of  General  Williamfon  (a) 
o^M^  *'  Ninety  Six,   whofe  capitulation  I  enclofe 

vith  Captain  Paris's  letter,  and  the  difperfion  of 
a  party  of  rebels,  who  had  aflembled  at  an  iron 
work  on  the  north-weft  border  of  the  province 
by  a  detachment  of  dragoons  and  militia  from 
Lieutenant-colonel  TurnbuU,  put  an  end  to  all 
refiftance  in  South  Carolina. 

I  have  agreed  to  a  propofal  made  by  Mr. 
Harrifon,  (c)  to  raife  a  provincial  corps  of  five 
hundred  men,  with  the  rank  of  major,  to  be 
compofed  of  the  natives  of  the  country  between 
the  Pedee  and  Wateree,  and  in  which  it  is  at 
prefent  extremely  probable  that  he  will  fucceed. 

I  have  eftablimed  the  moft  fatisfaftory  corre- 
fpondence,  and  have  feen  feveral  people  of  credit 
and  undoubted  fidelity  from  Norm  Carolina. 
They  all  agree  in  the  auurances  of  the  good  djf- 
pofition  of  a  confiderable  body  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  of  the  impoffibiUty  of^fubfifling  a  body 
of  troops  in  that  country  till  the  harveft  is  over. 
This 
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Thi«  reafon,  the  heat  of  the  fummer,  and  theNocMtotbt 
unfettled  ftate  of  South  Carolina,  all  concurred  ^i^^^ 
to  convmce  me  of  the  neceffity  of  poftponing    ^'^' 
(hy   c^enfiTe  operations  on  that  fide    until  the 
latter  end  of  Auguft,  or  beginning  of  Septem- 
ber ;  and,  in  conlequence,  I  lent  eimflaries  to  the 
leading  perfons  amtmgft  our  friends,  recommend- 
ing, in  the  (IrcHigeft  terms,  that  they  Ihould  at- 
tend to  their  barveft,  prepare  provifions,  and 
remain  quiet  till  the  King's  troops  vere  ready  to 
enter  the  province. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  precautions,  I  am  for- 
ry  to  fay,  that  a  confiderable  number  of  loyal 
inhabitants  of  Tyron  county,  encouraged  and 
headed  by  a  Colonel  (d)  Moore,  rofe  on  the  i8th 
inftant,  without  order  or  caution,  and  were  in  a 
few  days  defeated  by  General  Rutherford  with 
jbme  lols. 


(NOTE     B.) 


ExtraH  if  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-general  Earl 
Comwallis  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton^  dated  Charles 
towttt  July  14,    1780. 

SINCE  my  arrival  at  this  place,  I  have  been 
employed  in  the  internal  (a)  regulations  of  the 
province,  and  fettling  the  militia  of  the  lower 
diftrifts,  both  of  which  aie  in  great  forwardnefs  j 
and  I  have  kept  up  a  continual  correfpondence 
with  the  frontiers,  and  the  Internal  parts  of 
North  Carolina,  where  the  afpefl  of  afiairs  is  not 
fo  peaceable  as  when  I  wrote  lail.  Major-general 
de  Kalbe  (c)  is  certainly  at  Hillfborough,  with  two 
thoufand  continental  troops,  including  fome  ca- 
valry, and  faid  to  be  preparing  to  advance  to  Sa- 
lifbury: 
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'^inlrf**  1>*"*TJ  Porwrfidd  ia  ta  4«  ii«^JiboBil»Qd  vE 
ch.piB.  S*Iiftmn-.  inthtlsrce  bua4i«d  Virsutfanuii  wd 
Rodbeitord,  wkti  fowe  m^tjo,  vim  U»:  Ca^ 
wall,  with  0B4  th^uliind  five  |iuBdr«(i  mtlbw,  u 
marchtd^m  CroA  cvedk  tp  Deep  river,  bctwcm 
iCllA)orQ«gh  ud  Salifbvryt  apd  Sumpter,  mth 
^mit  dte  (not  mttab^  m  nuUtu,  is  advanced 
as  £u-  at  i1m  Catawba,  (imimwiu.  Lt^d  Rawdott 
tcpotts  to  me,  that  vaay  d*  the  dil4&a^  Soutli 
Qaroluriaiu,  iron  the  Wfcdav»  tiad  other  fettl»- 
ments  oil  the  frontier,  whom  he  has  put  on  pa- 
rote,  hare  avvBod  tbemiblvbs  (^  the  ^etwrat  re- 
iaJk  of  tbe  «)^  of  Jtule»  ud  hare  joined  G«k 
tocral  Sunpter. 

Accduntt  from  Vlrgiiaia,  tfarongh  diSiR'ait 
cbaonelt,  &.fi  that  two  diouCind  five  hundred  ^ 
tbrirnuQtiabadfoUovedDeKiAbe;  UiaA  tfa««E- 
fembly  had  voted  five  thoufand  men  tq  be  iH^lfl- 
diately  drafted  to  ferre  as  a  corps  of  obfervation, 
and  had  vefled  theic  gQseixua  with  abfolute  power 
during  their  recefs.  "The  government  of  North 
Garohna  is  likewife  making  great  exertions  to 
raife  troops,  and  perfetuting  oar  friends  in  the 
mofl  cruel  manner;  in  confequence  of  which, 
Coknel  Bryan,  although  he  had  prorailed  to  wah 
for  my  ordertf,  toil  all  patience,  and  nrfe  *ith 
about  eight  hundred  (b)  men  oh  the  Tadkin; 
and,  by  a  difficult  and  dangerous  march,  joined 
Ma^r  M* Arthur  on  thfe  borders  of  Anfon  coQilty: 
About  two  thirds  only  of  his  people  were  armed, 
and  thofe  I  believe  hut  indifferendr. 

The  effeOs  of  the  exertions  which  the  eneAy 
are  making  in  thofe  two  proYincee,  will,  I  make 
no  doubt,  be  exaggeratea  to  us.  To  enable  mc 
to  begin  firfl,  I  am  ufing  every  poffible  dlf^Kitch 
in  traafporting  tO  Camden,  rum,  fait,  regimental 
flores,  arms,  anununitioti,  wMch,  on  account 
of  the  diftance  ^d  exceffive  heat  of  the  feafbn, 
is  a  work  of  infinite  labotir,  and  requires  coirit- 
derable 


8«rKRCK.N  ^HOTIKCBS   QI  MART*   AMIIKA.  |SJ 

Senile  t?n)e.    la  &e  neu  vl^«,  d(o  %M^fUl«i  t(>i«M«it 
I  tare  ^Ireaea  Lord  R»*i!oii  v>  talw,  wffl,  I    ^Jlll 
trtfft,  put  it  out  off  Ae  j>tf*CT  of  At  '^neiKy  «a 
ftrike  a  ^dow  at  any  of  b«r  diMa'chntiMa  tfr  ta 

I  hare  (d)  the  TathfaQjQn  10  affile  y«tfr  ^oMtleli. 
cy,  that  Ac  nufiiben  and  ^l^clfltliaMb  «f  ««t- 
nUitia  equfd  iny  moft  ^^hc  BiE^£h.tk«M. 

I  have  apreed  to  the  ^opdflfl  ol  Mf,  Cjih- 
idngfiaine,  m  Ninety-fix  dtftrid,  t«  ndfs  ft  covpi 
en  ifac  feotin^  of  li^or  Harr9e^». 


(NOTE      C.) 


Extrad  of  a  letter  from  Lteutenant'geaera!  Earl 
CemwalHs  to  Sir  Henry  CHiUm»  dcHed  Cbarks 
twm^  Jufy  t^,  i78q, 

1  HAVE  jtift  received  tnteHIgence  ftom  Lord 
RawdcHi,  that  De  Kalbe  has  certainly  joined  Caf- 
vall  (b)  at  Coxe's  plantation  on  Peep  river ;  his 
lordfhip  in  confequence  has  withdrawn  Major 
M*Artbur*9  detachmeiit  over  t^Q  £Uek  owek^ 
vhffl  he  meam  to  join  him  vith  two  battalions, 
an4  poft  Lieutenantfolone]  Webfter  pn  Hanging 
rock  cr^ek.  Thi«  viU  make  his  Otuation  pretty 
coispad ;  but  I  fear  the  enemy  will  make  uicur- 
fie^  into  the  country,  }  projiofe  goiiig  dorp 
in  «  &w  days.  AhbouKh  you  will  e^y  ima- 
gine, that  arraitgementa  here  are  much  wanted, 
and  that  I  can  be  but  Ul  feared,  the  other  biifi- 
nefs  is,  however,  the  molt  pre(&ng. 

Lord   Rawdon  Hkewife  incb&d  to  me  9  \tVta[ 

horn  Lieutenant-colonel  Tumbull,  (a)  at  Rocky 

mount,  on  the  well  bank  of  the  Water^e*  thirty 

miles  from  Camden,  who  reports,  that  havine 

heard 
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ii«Ma  wtitt  heard  that  fot^e  of  the  violent  rebels^  about  thirtj 
^^^  miles  in  his  A^ont,  had  returned  to  their  planta- 
'  lions,  and  were  encouraging  the  people  to  join 
them,  he  fent  Captain  Huck  of  the  legion,  with 
a  detachment  of  about  thirty  or  forty  of  that 
corps,  twenty  mounted  men  of  the  New- York 
volunteers,  and  iixty  militia,  to  feize  or  drire 
them  away.  Captain  Huck,  encouraged  by  meet- 
ing with  no  oppoiition,  encamped  in  an  un- 
guarded manner,  and  was  totally  furprifed  and 
routed.  The  Captain  was  killed,  and  only  twelve 
of  the  legion,  and  as  many  of  the  militia,  efcaped. 


(NOTE     D.) 

SOUTH     CAROLINA, 

By  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Earl  Cormoallis, 
Lieutenant-general  of  Hii  Maje^'i  forces^  iffc. 

PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  it  hath  been  reprefented  unto 
me,  that  fome  licentious  and  evit-tuTpofed  perfons 
have  lately  drove  away,  from  the  plantations  of 
feveral  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  province,  the 
cattle  which  were  upon  the  fame,  fiiUely  aflert- 
ing,  that  they  were  properly  authorized  fo  to  do, 
to  the  great  tofs  and  injury  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
faid  cattle  ;  in  order  that  a  ftop  may  be  put  to 
fo  iniquitous  and  unjufl  a  prance,  I  do,  by  this 
my  proclamation,  moll  ftriftly  prohibit  and  for- 
bid the  lame  ;  and  I  do  hereby  give  notice,  that 
if  any  perfon  or  perfons  Ihall  hereafter  offend 
therein,  he  or  they  Ihall  not  only  be  compelled 


>;,l,ZDdbyG00gIC 


SOVTHKXH   PK0TIMCE8   OF   NORTH   AM£RICA*  li^ 

to  make  recompence  and  fatis&ftion  to  the  own-Hotntothc 
en  of  cattle  drove  away,  but  flialF  be  farther  pu-  ^~°^ 
ntlhed  in  a  manner  that  aa  offence  of  fo  great  '**'' 
enormity  and  evil  example  doth  deferve.  And 
the  more  effe£hially  to  prevent  complaints  and 
irregularities  in  future,  I  do  hereby  give  notice, 
that  whenever  a  future  exigency  may  render  it 
necellary  to  imprefs,  for  the  ule  of  His  Majefty's 
troops,  any  canle,  the  field  officers  of  the  militia 
of  tne  difb'ift  will  receive  the  proper  orders,  and 
be  authorized  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  done ;  and 
no  perfons  whatever,  except  thofe  afUng  under 
their  authority,  are,  upon  any  pretence,  to  inter- 
fere therein ;  and  all  perfons  whatever  are  here- 
by moil  fIrifUy  required  to  pay  a  due  obedience 
to  this  prodamatioB,  as  they  will  anfwer  the  con- 
trary at  their  peril. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Charles  town,  the 
a^teenth  day  of  July,  Anno  Domini  one  diou- 
£ud  feren  hundred  and  eigh^,  and  in  the  twen- 
tieth year  of  His  Majefly's  reign. 

(Signed)  CORN  WA  L  L I S. 

By  lus  lordfhip's  command, 
(Signed)        A.  Ross,  Aid-de-camp. 

From  the  South-Carolina  Caxeftet  dated  Charles 
towttt  July  27,    1780. 
By  the  Right  Hmourable  Charles  Earl  Conrwallii, 

Uetttenant-general  of  His  Majejly't  forces^  ^c. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a  memorial  hath  been  ptefented  unto 
me  by  fundry  perfons,  who  have  been  heretofore 
concerned  in  carrying  on  the  trade  and  merchan- 
dize of  this  provin(;e,  fetling  forth,  "That,  in 
"  confe- 
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MxMuthK  **  CM^tien^e  6(  their   fDrmer  deaKnga,    dicy 
^J|^*    *•  ti«  indebted  UMO  ftvfiral  mercbutts  and  ma* 

*■  mondy,  whic^  tfeey  are  anxious  to  difdntrgs 
**  as  iEftft'  as  pdiBMc,  ind  that  tbere  are  now  in 
**  Aift  prdvinEo*  ovw  and  above  wlut  «ill  ba 
**  wanted  for  the  confumption  of  the  anii^  and 
"  InhabitaAffl,  ievtird  thoufaod  btrrds  of  ricst 
'^  and  ftlfe  othOT  uftial  artides  of  prodacei  to  a 
"^  Tsry  eonfid^abU  amount,  which,  if  they  atw 
■^  petndtted  to  be  Slipped  to  Great  Britain,  wauid 
**  bt  applied  to  that  purpofs,  but  if  detaiirisd  io 
**  the  couMt^}  Kill,  from  Aak  perilhable  nature^ 
,**  greatly  diminift  in  tatue."  And  they  hare 
Aerefbre  prftyed,  that  I  would  grant  them  my 
permillioit  by  export  the  fame  to  Great  Britain, 
under  fuch  regulations  and  reftri^ons  as  naaj 
l>e  dtought^  to  be  eftrtdlfhed.  Aad  n^ereas, 
upon  due  confidwation'  it  hath  appeared  to  me^ 
that  itwfti  b«  fit  aAd  expedioit  to  grant  the  pngrer 
of  the  laid  memorial,  i.do,  by  mis-  my  procla- 
mation^ notify  and  declare,  that  permimon  will 
from  henceforth  be  granted  to  His  Majefty'*  faith- 
ful and  loyal  fubje&s,  to  export  to  Great  Britain 
Ireland,  for  the  purpofe  above  mentioned,  fo 
mvdt  c^  the  ric^now  remaining  in  the  country, 
and  alfo  fuch  other  articles  of  produce  as  may 
be  lawfully  exported,  and  will  not  be  wanted  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army,  navy,  or  inhabitants ;  fub- 
je€t  neverthelefs  unto,  and  under  fuch  rules, 
.  regulations,  and  reftriflione,  m  it  hath  been 
found  neccflary  to  fubfUtute  and  fupendd  to  tkofe 
fpecified  and  direfted  by  the  proclamation  iflued 
by  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on  the 
twenty-feventh  day  of  i/tiy  lait  And  aU  n^ers 
of  veiwk,  and  other  perfoos^  are  hereby  caution- 
ed againll  receiving  on  board  any  merchandize 
or  e&£ts  which  may  fadoog  t^  pnfoncrs,  either 
upon 
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ttpon  parole  or  under  CQnfmeinent}  or  to  anytbintatte 
mfaers    -whatfoever,  except   His  Majeftjr*8  loyal  ^^ 
fah]wQSf  a»  dieir  veffeis  wai  thereby  be  rendered      ^^' 
tiable  to  confi&aiion,  and  themfetves  to  other  for- 
feitures and  pooifhmeots,  vhich  will  be  levied 
and  inflifted  with  the  rigour  fo  crimiiial  a  condud 
doth  deferre. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Diaries  to\ra,  the 
twenty-fecond  day  of  July,  Anno  Domini  one 
thouEand  feren  hundr&d  and  el^ty,  and  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  His  Majefty's  rei^ 

(Signed)        GORNWALLIS. 

By  his  lordlhip's  command, 
(Signed).       A.  Ross,  Aid'de-camp. 

SOUTH    CAROLINA- 

By  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Earl  Cortmallisy 
Lieutenant-general  of  Bis  Maje/ifs  forces^  ^c. 


PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  it  hath  been  reprefented  unto 
me,  that  fome  of  the  ii^bitants  of  this  province 
have  endeavoured  to-difpofe  of  great  part  of  their 
property,  and  intended  to  remove  with  their  effects 
out  of  the  limits  of  His  Majefly's  government, 
whereby  the  merchants  in  Great  Britain,  and 
other  lawful  creditors,  may  be  greatly  injured  and 
defrauded  «F  the  juft  debts  which  are  due  to 
diem ;  and  fat  many  other  realbos,  the  fame  ought 
not  at  prefent  to  be  permitted :  I  do  therefore* 
by  this  my  proclamation,  flri^ly  forbid  all  per- 
fons  whatever,  from  felling  or  difpofing  of,  or 
from  offering  to  fale  or  difpofal,  any  lands,  houfes. 
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Noitttoihcor    negroes,    without    having    firll  obtained  a. 

c^^  licenfe  fo  to  do  from  the  commandant  of  Charles 
town,  who  in  fit  and  reaibnable  cafes  will  grant 
the  fame ;  and  all  houfes,  lands,  or  negroes, 
which  Qiall  hereafter  be  fold,  or  otherwife  diij>o- 
fed  of,  without  fuch  licenfe,  will  be  feized  and 
fequeftered.  And  whereas  die  privileges  and  ad- 
vantages incident  to  the  trade  and  commerce 
which  is  carried  on  in  this  province,  are  by  law 
limited  to,  and  ought  to  be  excluiively  enjoyed 
by,  His  Maje{ty*g  liege  and  faithful  fubjefbs  ;  yet, 
neverthelefs,  perfons  who  are  prifoners  have  pre- 
fqmed  to  .interfere  therein,  and  hav^  opened 
Ihops  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  trade  and 
commerce  in  Charles  town  :  All  fuch  perfons  are 
hereby  cautioned  againft  continuing  fuch  prac- 
tices ;  and  if,  in  future,  they  do  not  defift  there- 
from, their  goods  and  merchandize  will  be  feiz- 
ed and  forfeited  ;  and  all  au^oneers  and  vendue 
mailers,  or  other  perfons,  are  hereby  ftridly  en- 
j&sed  from  carrying  on  any  trade,  or  felling,  or 
difpofmg  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize, 
on  account  of,  or  for  the  benefit  of  fuch  perfons, 
upon  pain  of  having  their  licenfe  taken  from 
them,  or  being  otherwife  dealt  with  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  cafe.  Provided,  neverthdefs, 
that  nothing  is  hereby  to  be  conftrued  to  ex- 
tend to  prevent  bakers,  butchers,  or  any  tun- 
dicrafr  tradefman,  manufadurer,  or  labourer, 
from  exercifing  or  carrying  on  their  ufual  and 
accuftomed  occupations  and  ,employm«its.  And 
as  fundry  perfons  may  clandeftinely  withdraw 
themfelves  from  this  province,  to  the  prejudice 
of  His  Majefty's  fervice,  and  injury  of  their 
lawful  creditors,  I  do  hereby,  in  the  moft 
llrif):  manner,  prohibit  and  forbid  all  mailers  of 
tranfports,  or  other  veflels  employed  in  His  Ma- 
jefty's 
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jefty*s  fervice,  from- receiving  on  board,  or  car-Not«t«th» 
rring  away  any  perfons  whatever,  either  white  or  oiplw. 
Ittack,  except  the  crew  they  brought  with  them, 
Uidefs  they  mall  receive  a  written  paffport  or  pcr- 
miffioir  from  the  commandant  of  Charles  town 
Ibr  diat  porpofe*  And  the  more  effectually  to 
pretent  the  feme  being  done  iA  the  veffels  em-- 
pkjyed  in  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country, 
the  mafters  of  ati  fuch  veffels  are  heteby  ordered 
to  Comply  with  the  direftion  fpecified  in  two  afts 
<rf  the  general  affembly  of  this  province  ;  the  one 
entidet^  "  An  aft  for  die  entry  of  veffds ;"  and 
the  other,  "  An  addlriond  aft  to'  an  aft  Ibr  the 
**  entnr  of  veflels,"  upon  pain  of  being  profe- 
cut^  for  the  penalties  inilifted  by  the  laid  afts, 
in  cafe  of  that  negleft  or  refufal. 

Given  under  nw  hand,  at  Charles  town,  the 
twentr-fifft  day  of  July,  Anno  Domini  one  thou- 
fend  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  in  the  twen^ 
tieth  year  of  ffis  Majefty's  reign.  - 

(Signed)        CORNWALLJS. 

By  his  lordOiip's  command, 
(Signed)        A.  Ross,  Aid-de-carap. 


(NOTE      E.) 

Siifrad  of  a  letter  from  Lietttmant'general  Earl 
Comwallh  to  Sir  Henry  Clmtofif  dated  Cbarlii 
tffwrty  Augufi  6tbf  1780. 

THE  general  Hate  of  things,  in  the  two  pro- 
vinces of  North  and'  South  Carolina,  is  not  very 
materially  altered  fince  my  letters  of  the  14th  and 
15th  of  laft  month  were  written.     Frequent  ikir- 
K  mi{hes. 
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Nowitoth.  miflies,  -with  various  fuccefs,  have  happened  in 

ci^P^er.  ^^^  country  between  the  Catawba  river  and  Broad 
river.  The  militia  (a)  of  the  dillrid  about  Tiger 
and  Ennoree  rivers  was  formed  by  us  under  Co- 
lonel Floyd ;  Colonel  Neale,  the  rebel  colonel, 
had  fled  ;  but  Lieutenant-colonel  Lifle,  who  bad 
bee:i  parole^  to  the  iflands,  exchanged,  on  his 
arrival  in  Charles  town,  his  parole  ror  a  certifi- 
cate of  his  being  a  good  fubjeft,  returned  to  the 
country,  and  carried  off  the  whole  battalion  to 

{'oin  General  Sumpter  at  Catawba.  We  have  not, 
lowever,  on  the  whole,  lofl  ground  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  Tumbull  was  attacked  at  (b) 
Rocky  mount  by  Sumpter,  with  about  one  thou- 
fand  two  hundred  men,  militia  and  refugees,  from 
this  province,  whom  he  repulfed  with  great  lofs: 
We  had,  on  our  part,  an  officer  killed,  and  one 
wounded.  Colonel  TurnbuU's  conduft  was  very 
meritorious.  The  afiair  of  Captain  Huck  turned 
out  of  lefs  confequence  than  it  appeared  at  iirfl : 
The  captain  and  three  men  of  the  legion  were 
killed,  and  feven  men  of  the  New- York  volun- 
teers taken.  On  the  eaftem  part  of  the  province. 
Major  M* Arthur,  feeing  the  great  importance  of 
the  pod  at  Chiraw  hills,  and  nnding  himfelf  per- 
feftly  fecure  from  any  attack  of  the  enemy,  de- 
fired  to  continue  there  longer  than  it  was  intend- 
ed he  fliould  when  I  had  the  honour  of  writing 
you  on  the  15th.  At  laft,  however,  the  71ft 
regiment  grew  fo  exceedingly  fickly,  that  he  found 
it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  move,  and  marched  on 
the  24th  to  the  eaft  branch  of  Lincoln's  creek. 
Gates,  who  had  taken  the.command  of  De  Kalbe'a 
corpw,  was  ftill  on  Deep  river ;  and  Rutherford 
no  farther  advanced  than  Rocky  river,  Pedee. 
Knowing  of  no  enemy  within  many  miles,  he 
ventured  to  fend  about  one  hundred  flck  in  boats 
down  the  Pedee  to  George  town.  Colonel  (c) 
Mills. 
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Mills,  vho  commanded  the  miliua  of  the  Che-Notfitothc 
raw  dlftrict,  though  a  very  good  man,  had  not  cbnter. 
complied  with  my  inftru^ions  in  forming  his 
corps  ;  but  had  placed  more  faith  in  oaths  and 
prcdTeffions,  and  attended  tefs  to  the  former  con- 
duft  of  thofe  he  admitted.  The  inftant  the  mi- 
litia  found  that  M'Arthur  had .  left  his  pod,  and 
■were  affured  that  Gates  would  come  there  the 
next  day,  they  feized  their  own  officers,  and  the 
hundred  iick,  and  carried  them  all  prifoncrs  in- 
to North  Carolina.  Colonel  Mills  with  difficulty 
made  his  efcape  to  George  town.  The  wheat  har- 
veft  in  North  Carolina  is  now  over,  but  the  wea- 
ther is  ftill  exceffively  hot ;  and,  notwithftanding 
our  utmoft  exertions,  a  great  part  of  the  rum, 
fait,  cloathing,  and  neceUaries  for  the  foldier;, 
and  the  arms  for  the  provincials,  and  ammunition 
for  the  troops,  are  not  very  far  advanced  on  their 
way  to  Camden.     However,  if  no  material  inter-- 

Tuption  happens,  this  bufmefs  will  be  nearly  ac- 

compliihed  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks. 

Our  affurances  of  attachment  from  our  diftref- 

fed  friends  in  North  Carolina  are  as  ftrong  as  ever. 

And  the  patience  and  fortitude  with  which  thofe 

nnhappy  people  bear  the  moft  oppreflive  and  cruel 

tyranny  that  ever  was  exercifed  over  any  country, 

deferve  our  greateft  admiration. 


(NOTE     F. ) 

The  London  Gazette  Extraordinary. 

Wbiteh»li.  oa.  9,  1780. 

This  morning  Captain  Rofi,  aid-de-camp  to  Lieute- 

nant-general  Earl  Comwallity  arrived  in  tmtm 

from  Seutb  CareUnai  with  a  letter  from  his  lord- 

K    2  Jhip 
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J*"^**""     flap  to  LordGeorgt  Germain^  en*  of  hit  Maj^'i 
cbipwc.       principal  fecretaries  ofjiate^  of  which  tbefoilow- 
ing  is  a  copy. 

Cimdco,  Aog.  31,  1780. 


n  is  with  great  pleafure  that  I  communicate  to 
your  Lordihip  an  account  of  a  complete  vidory 
obtained  on  the  i6th  inllapt,  by  hit  Majefty's. 
u-oops. under  my  command,,  over  the  rebel  foutb- 
ern  aripy,  ccmmanded  by  General  Gates. 

In  my  difpatch.  No.  i ,  I  bad  the  honour  to  in- 
form your  lordfltip,  that  while  at  Charles  town,. 
I  was  regularly  acquainted,  by  Lord  Rawdon, 
tyith  every  material  (a)  incident  or  movement 
made  by  the  enemy*  or  by  the  troops  under  his 
Iprdflup's  command. 

On  the  9th  inftant  two  expreOes  arrived  with, 
an  account  that  General  Gates  was  advancing  to- 
wards Lynche's.  creek  with  his  whole  army,  fup- 
pofed  to  amount  to  fix  thouGmd  men,  exclufive 
of  a  detachment  of  one  thouland  men  under  G^ 
neral  Sumpter,  who,  after  hiving  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  force  the  pofts  at  Rocky  mount  and 
Hanging  rock,  was  believed  to  be  at  that  time 
trying  to  get  round  the  left  of  our  pofition,  to  cut 
on  our  communication  with  the  Congarees  and 
Charles  town  ;  that  the  difaffeded  country  be- 
tween the  Pedee  and  Black  (c)  river  had  actually 
revolted :  and  that  Lord  Rawdon  was  contrading 
his  pofts,  and  preparing  to  aiTemble  his  force  at 
Camden. 

In  confequence  of  this  information,  after  Bnifli- 
ing  fome  important  (b)  points  of  bufmefs  at 
Charles  town,  Ifetoutontheeveningof  the  loth, 
and  arrived  at  Cainden  on  the  night  between  the 
1 3tb  (d)  and  J4ih,  and  there  found  Lord  Rawdon 
with 


zLd.vCoogIc 


SOUTHERK  PROVtlVes'bP  HOKTH  AVEMCA.  IJj 

wiA  all    our  force,   except  Lieutehant-cAlonelKurttioihe 
TurnbuU'B  finail  detachment,   whkh   fell  back  ^"^^^ 
from  Rocky  mount  to  Major  Feri;iifon*8  pofts  of 
the  militia  of  Ninety  Six,  on  Litnft  river. 

I  bad  norw  my  option  to  make,  either  to  retire 
or  attempt  the  enemy  ;  for  the  'portion  at  Cam- 
den was  a  bad  one  to  be  attacked  in,  and  by  Ge^ 
aeral  Sumpter^s  advancing  down  the  Wateree, 
ay  fiipplies  nuift  have  failed  me  in  a  few  days. 

I  ^w  no  difficulty  in  making  good  my  re- 
treat  to  Charies  town  with  the  troops  that  w^e 
able  to  march  ;  but  in  taking  that  rrfc^ution, 
I  mtift  not  only  have  left  near  eight  hundred  fick 
and  a  great  quantity  (^  ftores  at  this  place,  but  { 
cleariy  faw  the  loft  of  the  whole  province,  except 
Cbiuks  town;,  and  of  all  Ge^gia,  except  Savants 
nah,  as  immediate  confequences,  befidee  forfeit* 
ing  all  pretenfions  to  future  confidoice  fl«ril  oui- 
friends  in  tMs  part  of  AnieHca. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  no  doubt  of  tbi 
rebel  army  being  well  appointed,  and  of  its -num. 
ber  bdng  upwards  <^  five  thoufand  men,  exclu^ 
live  of  General  Sumpter's  detachment,  and  iai 
corps  of  Virginia  militia,  of  twelve  or  fifteen  haBi 
dred  men,  either  adually  joined,  or  expeSed  to 
join  the  main  body  every  hour  ;  and  my  owft 
corps,  which  never  was  numerous,  was  now  ret 
duced,  by  ficknefs  and  other  cafualities,  to  about 
fourteen  hundred  fighting  men,  of  regulars  and 
provincials,  with  four  or  nve  hundred  militia  and 
North  Carolina  refugees. 

However,  the  greateft  part  of  the  troops  that  1 
had  being  perfefuy  good,  and  having  left  Charles 
town  fufficiently  garrifoned  and  provided  for  a 
fiege,  and  feeing  little  to  lofe  by  a  defeat,  and 
much  to  gain  by  a  viftory,  I  refolved  to  take  the 
firft  good  opportunity  to  attack  the  rebel  army. 

Accordingly,  I  took  great    pains  to  procure 

good  information  ef  thur  movonentt  and  pofiti- 

on  J 
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Notfitothc  tm ;  and  I  learned  that  they  bad  encamped,  afte^ 
a^^.    marching  from  Hanging  rotk,  at  Colonel  Ruge- 
li:y*s,  about  twelve  miles  from  hence,  on  the  af- 
ternoonof  the  14th. 

After  conTulting  fome  intelligent  people,  well 
Acquainted  ^th  the  ground,  I  determined  to 
m^ch  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  i  ^tht  and 
to .  attack  at  daybreak,  pointing  my  principal 
forpe  againft  their  continentals,  who,  from  good 
intell^ence,  I  knew  to  be  badly  poAed,  clofe 
to  Colonel  Rugeley's  houfe.  Late  in  the  evening 
i  received  information,  that  the  Virginians  had 
joined,  that  day  ;  however,  that  having  been  ex- 
peflxd,  I  did  not  alter  my  plan,  but  marched  at 
th^  hour  appointed,  leaving  the'defence  of  dm- 
den  to  fome  provincials,  militia,  and  convale- 
fcems,  and  a  detachment  of  the  (e)  63d  regiment, 
which  by  being  mounted  on  horfes  which  they  had 
prelTed  on  the  road,  it  was  hoped  would  arrive  in 
the  courfe  of  the  night. 

.  J  ^ad  proceeded  nine  miles,  when  about  half 
an  hour  paft  two  in  the  morning  my  advanced 
guard  fell  in  with  the  enemy.  By  the  weight  of 
the  fire  I  was  convinced  they  were  in  confiderable 
force ;  and  was  foon  allured  by  fome  deferters  and 
prifoners,  that  it  was  the  whole  rebel  army  on  its 
march  to  attack  us  at  Camden.  I  immediately 
halted  and  formed^  and  the  enemy  doing  the  fame, 
the  firing  foon  ceafed.  Confiding  in  the  difciplin- 
ed  courage  of  his  Majefty's  troops,  and  well  ap- 
prifed  by  feveral  intelligent  inhabitants,  that  the 
ground  (f)  on  which  both  armies  ftood,  being 
narrowed  by  fwamps  on  the  right  and  left,  was  ex- 
tremely favourable  for  my  numbers,  1  did-  not 
chufe  to  hazard  the  great  ftake  for  which  I  was 
going  to  fight,  to  the  uncertainty  and  confufion  to 
which  an  a^Hon  in  the  dark  is  fo  particularly  lia- 
ble; but  having  taken  meafures  that  the  enemy 
Jhould  not  have  in  their  power  to  avoid  an  engage- 
ment 
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ment  on  that  ground,  I  refolved  to  defer  the  attack^-'g'*"" '''" 
till  dxj  :  At  the  dawn  I  made  my  laft  difpofition,  ch^a. 
and  formed  the  troops  in  the  following  order  : 
The  divifion  on  the  right,  confifting  of  a  fmall 
corps  of  light  infantry,  the  23d  and  33d  regi- 
ments, under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-colonel 
Webfter  ;  the  divifion  of  the  left,  confifting  of  the 
Tolunteers  of  Ireland,  infantry  of  the  tegion,  and 
fart  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton's  North  Ca- 
Tc^ina  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Rawdon,  with  two  fix  and  two  three-pounders, 
which  were  commanded  by  Lieutenant  M'Leod. 
The  71ft  regiment,  with  two  fix  pounders,  was 
formed  as  a  referve,  one  battalion  in  the  rear  of 
the  divifion  of  the  right,  the  other  of  that  of 
the  left,  and  the  cavalry  of  the  legion  in  the  rear, 
and  the  country  being  woody,  clofe  to  the  71ft 
regiment,  with  orders  to  feize  any  opportunity 
that  might  offer  to  break  the  enemy's  tine,  and  to 
be  ready  to  proteft  our  own,  in.  cafe  any  corps 
Ihould  meet  with  a  check. 

This  difpofition  was  juft  made  when  I  perceiv* 
ed  that  the  enemy,  having  likewife  perfifted  in 
their  refolution  to  fight,  were  formed  in  two 
lines  oppofite  and  near  to  us  ;  and  obferving  a 
movement  (h)  in  their  left,  which  I  fuppofed  to 
be  with  an  intention  to  make  fome  alteration  in 
their  order,  I  direfted  Lieutenant-colonel  Weh- 
fter  to  begm  the  attack,  which  was  done  with 
great  vigour,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  a&ion 
was  general  along  the  whole  front.  It  was  at  this 
time  a  dead  calm,  with  a  little  hazinefs  in  the  air, 
which  preventing  the  fmoke  from  rifing,  occa- 
ftoned.fo  thick  a  darknefs,  that  it  was  difficult  to 
fee  the  effe^  of  a  very  heavy  and  well-fupported 
fire  on  both  fides.  Our  line  continued  to  advance 
in  good  order,  and  with  the  cool  intrepidity  of  ex» 
perienced  Britifh  fotdiers,  keeping  up  a  conftant 
fire,  or  making  ufe  of  bayonets,  as  opportunities 
offered. 
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I'o'"  tf^iw  ofieredf  and,  after  an  obltinate  reflftance  4ar' 
ct^ur.  ing  three  quarters  of  an  hoiu:,  threw  the  9a£tSY 
ijito  total  confufion,  and  forced  them  to  give  wxy 
in  all  quarters.  At  this  inftant  I  ordered  t^e  ca- 
valry to  complete  the  rout,  whicl)  vas  perfona^d. 
frith  their  ufual  promptitude  and  gaUaptry  {  aa4 
after  doing  great  execution  on  the  field  <>(  ^9£tl^ 
they  continued  the  purfuit  to  Hanging  ro^J^ 
tventy-two  miles  firom  the  place  where  the  a^iaa. 
happened,  during  which, '  many  of  the  eae^xf 
were  Qain,  and  a  niumber  of  prifoners,  ne^  ooc 
hundred  and  fifty  waggons,  (in  one  of  which  WW 
a  braft  cannon,  the  carnage  of  which  had  bo^ 
damaged  in  the  night)  a  confiderable  quantity  ^ 
military  ftores,  and  all  the  baggage  and  caai|i 
equ^ge  of  the  rebel  army,  fell  mto  our  b^dx. 

The  lofs  of  the  «iemy  was  very  confiderabfe  ;  9 
number  of  colours,  and  feven  pieces  of  brajf 
cannon,  (being  all  their  artillery  that  were  in  th« 
a^on)  with  all  their  ammunition  waggon^,  were 
taken  ;  between  eight  and  nine  hundred  wer? 
killed)  arapng  that  number  Brigadier-general 
Gregory;  and  about  one  thoufand  prifonpra,  many 
of  whom  wounded,  of  which  number  were  Ma-> 
jor-geoeral  Baron  de  Kalbe,  fiace  dead,  and  §ri- 
gadier-general  Rutherforfl. 

I  have  the  honour  -to  inclofe  a  return  of  the 

killed  and  wounded  on  our  fide.     The  lofs  of  fo 

,  many  brave  men  is  much  to  be  lamented  f  but-the 

number  is  moderate  in  proportion  to  fo  great  an 

advantage. 

The  behaviour  of  his  Majefty'a  troops  in  gene- 
ral was  beyond  all  praife  ;  it  did  honour  to  them' 
felves  and  to  their  country.  I  was  particularly  in- 
debted to  Colonel  Lord  Rawdon,  and  to  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Webfter,  for  the  dUUnguilhed  cou- 
rage and  ability  with  which  they  conducted  their 
relpeftive  divifions  ;  and  the  capacity  and  vigour 
of  Lieutenant -colonel  Tarleton,  at  the  head  of  the 
cavalry. 
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caVaiiy,  dcfisrve  my  bighcA  comHiwidatioas.  w**"^''* 
Licwtenant  M^Leod  exerted  hiinfeif  greatly  in  the  c^^ut. 
coadud  of  ovr  amllny.  My  aid-^e-camp.  Cap- 
tain Rofs,  afid  Lieutenant  Hajdane,  <A  the  eogi- 
aeers,  wlio  afted  in  that  capacity,  rendered  me  the 
tasA  efiential  fervlce  ^  and  the  -public  officers, 
major  of  brigade  England,  who  aded  as  d^uty 
adjutant  general,  and  the  majors  of  brigade  Man- 
Iey.and  Doyle,  Jhewed  the  moft:  active  and  zealous 
attention  to  tbar  duty.  Governor  Martin  be- 
came again  a  nulttary  man,  and  behaved  with  the 
fpirit  of  a  young  volunteer. 

The  fatigue  of  the  tro<^s  rendered  them  inca- 
pable of  farther  exertion  on-  the  day  of  action  \ 
but  as  I  law  the  importance  of  deftroying  dr  dif- 
perfing,  if  poffible,  -  the  corps  under  General 
Somptcr,  a«  it  might  prove  a  foundation  for  af- 
fisnbling  the  routed  army,  on  the  morning  of.  the 
17th  1  detached  Lieutenant-cobnel  Tarleton  with 
the  legion  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  the  corps  of 
li^it  infantry,  making  in  all  about  three  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  with  orders  to  attack  him  where- 
erer  he  could  find  him  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  I 
ient  orders  to  laeutenant^colonel  Turnbull  and 
Major  Fergufon,  at  that  time  on  Little  river,  to 
put  their  corps  in  motion  immediately,  and  ontheir 
fide  purfae  and  endeavour  to  attack  General  Surap- 
ter.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  executed  this 
fcrvice  with  his  ufual  activity  and  military  addrefs. 
He  procured  good-  information  of  Sumpter's 
movements,  and,  by  forced  and  concealed  marches, 
came  up  with  and  furprifed  (m)  him  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  day  of  the  1 8th,  near  the  Catawba 
fords.  He  totally  deftroyed  or  difperfed  his  de- 
.tachment,  confiftmg  then  of  feven  hundred  men, 
killing  one  (o)  htmdred  and  fifty  on  the  fpot,  and 
taking  two  pieces  of  brafs  cannon  and  three  hun- 
dred prifoners,  and  forty-four'  waggons.  He 
likcwife  retook  one  hundred  of  our  men,  who 

had 
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Nota  10  tbc  had  fallen  into  thar  bands  partly  at  the  action 
clTiw?.  2'  Hanging  rock,  and  partly  in  efcorting- 
fome  waggons  from  Congarees  to  Camden  ; 
and  he  releafed  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  our  mi- 
Jitiamen,  or  friendly  country  people,  who  had 
been  feized  by  the  rebels.  Captain  Campbell, 
(n)  who  commanded  the  light  infantry,  avery- 
promifing  officer,  was  unfortunately  killed  in  the 
afiair.-  Our  lofs  otherwife  was  trifling.  This  ac- 
tion was  too  brilliant  to  need  any  comment  of 
mine,  and  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  highly  recom- 
mend Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  his  Majefly's 
favour.  TTie  rebel  forces  being  at  prefent  dif- 
perfed,  the  internal  commotions  and  infurreftions 
in  the  province  wilt  now  fubfide.  But  I  fhall  give 
dire^ions  to  infli^  exemplary  punifhment  on  fome 
of  the  moft  guilty,  in  hopes  to  deter  others  in  fu- 
ture from  fpoTting  with  allegiance  and  oaths,  and 
with  the  lenity  and  generofity  of  (he  Britifh  go- 
vernment. 

On  the  morning  of  the  t7th  I  difpatched  pro- 
per people  into  North  Carolina,  with  direftiom  to 
our  friends  there  to  take  arms  and  alTemble  im- 
mediately, and  to  feize  the  moft  violent  people, 
and  all  military  ftores  and  magazines  belonging 
to  the  rebels,  and  to  intercept  all  ftragglers  from 
the  routed  army  ;  and  1  have  promifed  to  march 
without  lofs  of  time  to  their  fupport.  Some  ne- 
ceffary  fupplies  from  the  army  are  now  on  their 
way  from  Charles  town,  and  I  hope  that  their 
arrival  will  enable  me  to  move  in  a  few  days. 

My  aid-de-camp.  Captain  Rofs,  will  have  the 
honour  of  delivering  this  difpatch  to  your  lord- 
fliip,  and  will  be  able  to  give  you  the  fiilleft  ac 
count  «f  the  ftate  of  the  army  and  the  country. 
He  is  a  very  deferving  officer,  and  I  take  the  li- 
berty of  recommending  him  to  your  lordfl\jp's  fa- 
vour and  patronage. 

i  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS, 
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(NOTE      G.   )  No.e.»the 

^  '  Second 

Chapter. 

Field  return  of  the  troops  under  the  command  ef 
Lieutenant-general  Earl  Comwalhs,  on  the  night 
ef  the  1 5/A  of  Auff^^  1 780. 

ROYAL  ardllery,  3  lieutenants,  1  feijeants, 
1 5  rank  and  file. 

Light  companies,  3  captains,  3  lieutenants,  i 
enflgn,  i  adjutant,  11  ferjeants,  i  drummer,  129 
rank  and  file. 

Z3d  regiment.  3  captains,  6  lieutenants,  i  ad- 
jutant, 13  ferjeants,  8  dnunmers,  261  rank  and 
file. 

33d  regiment,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  5  cap- 
tains, 4  lieutenants,  2  enfigns,  i  adjutant,  i  fur- 
geon,  1  mate,'i3  ferjeants,  i  drummer,  209  rank 
and  file. 

I  ft  battalion,  7  ill  regiment.  2  captains,  4 
lieutenants,  i  enfign,  i  adjutant, '  i  quarter-maf- 
ter,  I  mate,  i4feijeants,  6  drummers,  ii4raiik 
and  file. 

2d  battalion,  ditta     1    captain,  3  lieutenants, 

3  enfigns,  9  ferjeants,  94  rank  and  file. 
Volunteers  of  Ireland,     i  colonel,  4  captains, 

4  lieutenants,  6  enfigns,  i  mate,  23  ferjeants,  I'l 
drummers,  253  rank  and  file. 

Britifli  legion  cavalry,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  1 
major,  2  captains,  3  lieutenants,  2  comets,  i  ad- 
jutant, I  furgeon,  12  ferjeants,  2  trumpeters,  157 
rank  and  file. 

Britifii  legion  infantry.  4  captains,  4  lieute- 
nants, 9  fetjeants,  3  drummers,  106  rank  and 
file. 

Ro^l  North  Carolina  regiment.  1  lieutenant 
colonel,  I  major,  5  captains,  6  lieutenants,  4  en- 
figns, 
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HiMitoiiiefijjng    I  adiutant,  i  quarter  mafter,  i  furffeon,  i6 
c^«t.    feneants,  8  drummers,  223  rank  and  hie. 

iMoneers.  2  lieutenaats,  3  ferjeants,  23  rank 
and  file. 

Volunteer  militia,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  i  ma- 
jor, 3  captains,  5  lieutenants,  4  eniigns,  8  fcr- 
jeants,  300  rank  and  file. 

Total.  I  colonel,  4  lieutenant  colonels,  3  ma- 
jors, 31  captains,  46  lieutenants,  23  eniigns,  6 
adjutants,  2  quarter  mailers,  3  furgeons,  3  mates, 
133  ferjeants,  40  drummers,  1944  rank  and  file. 

(Signed)        R.    ENGLAND, 

Ading  deputy  ^jutant  goieral. 


(NOTE      H.) 


Retunt  ^  the  kUM^  -umndad,  mul  mi^ng^  tf  ibe 
troofu  under  the  ecmmand  of  LkutinanUgenersl 
Earl  Cornwallii,  in  the  battle  fought  near  Camden^ 
South  Carolina^  mtbe  i6tA  of  Augujt.,  1780. 

ROTAL  artillery,  i  lieutenant,  a  rank  and 
file,  wounded. 

Light  infantry,  t  ferjeant,  6  rai\k  and  file, 
killed;   i  enfign,  5  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

23d  regiment.  6  rank  and  file  killed;  i  cap- 
tain, 17  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

33d  r&giment.  1  captain,  17  rank  and  file, 
killed ;  I  lieutenant  colonel,  i  captain,  2  tieute- 
nantSj  1  enfign,  4  ferjeants,  72  rank  and  file, 
wounded ;  i  rank  and  file  mMing. 

I  ft  bat. 

D,.;,l,ZDdbyG00gIC 
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I  ft  battalion,  71ft.  i  lieutedant,  4  rank  and  ifctMtotU 
file,  killed ;.  i  captain,  i  lieutenant,  i  ferjeant,  cb«pur. 
32  rank  and  file,  vounded. 

sd  battalion,    ditto.      i  ferjeant,  4  rank  and 

file,  killed  ;   i  feneant,  8  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Volunteers  of  Ireland.     17  rank  and  file  killedj 

1  lieutenant,  2  enfigns,  2  ferjeants,  i  drummer, 

64  rank  and  ffle,  voonded. 

Legion  caralry.  4  rank  and  file  killed ;  i  fer- 
jeant, 3  rank  and  tile  wounded ;  2  rank  and  file 
miffing. 

L^on  iniantry.  i.  rank  and  file  killed ;  i  lieu- 
tenant, I  feijeanr,  10  rank  and  file,  wounded; 
3  ferjeants,  3  rankand  file  mifling. 

Royal  North-Carolina  regiment.  3  rank  and 
file  killed ;  i  lieutenant  colonel,  i  lieutenant,  1 
CDfiga,  3  ferjeants,    8  rank  and.  file,  wounded. 

Pioneers.  2  tank  and  file  killed ;  i  lieutenant 
wounded. 

Volunteer  militia.  2  rank  and  file  wounded ; 
3  rank  and  file  miffing. 

Totd.  1  captain,  i  Ueutaiant,  2  feijeants. 
64  rank  dnd  file,  killed;  2  lieutenant  colonels, 
3Lcaptaiiu,  8  liftuteninta,-  5  oifigns,  13  ferjeants, 
I  drummer,  213  rank  and  file,  wounded';  sier- 
jeants,  9  rank  and  file,  miffing. 

OFFICERS  KILLED  and  WOXJNDED. 

Royal  artillery.  Lieutenant  Marquois  wounded. 

Light  companies.     Enfign  Bowen  wounded. 

33d  regiment.  Captain  James  Drury  wounded. 

33d  regiment.  Captain  Allen  Malcolm  killed ; 
Lieutenant-colonel  Webfler,  Captain  Richard 
Cotton,  Lieutenants  George  Wynyard,  James  L. 
Harvey,  Enfign  John-WheelerColimgton,  wound- 
ed. 

J  ft  batta. 
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nmumiIm      ift  battalion,    71(1.      Lieutenant    Archibald 
c^^.    Campbell  killed;  Captain  Hugh  Campbell,  Lieu- 
tenant John  Grant,  wounded. 

Volunteers  of  Ireland.  Lieutenant  Gitlifpie, 
Enfigns  Wheatley  and  Thompfon,  wounded. 

Legion  infantry.  Lieutenant  Donovan  wound- 
ed. 

North-Carolina  regiment  Lieutenant-colonel 
Hamilton,  Lieutenant -M'Alpine,  Enfign  Shaw, 
wounded. 

Pioneers.     Lieutenant  Macdonald  wounded. 

(Signed)        CORNWALLIS 
Lieutenant  General. 


(NOTE     L) 


Return  of  ordnance  and  military  ftores  taken  by  the 
army  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-general 
Earl  Cornwallis,  at  the  battle  fought  near  Cam- 
den, the  i6th  of  Augufi,  1780. 

BRASS   FIELD  PIECES. 

Six  pounders,  4;  three  pounders,  2;  two  poun- 
ders, 2.    Total,  8. 

(Abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  brought  from  their 
camp,  Lynche'i  creek. 

IRON  FIELD  PIECES. 

Three  pounder,  l ;    two  pounder,   i  j    fwivels, 
3.    Totals-) 

Ammu- 
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Annnunition  waggons,  covered,  22;  travelling Kom to ii« 
forges,  2  ;    fixed  ammunition  for  fix  pounders,  cb^ 
160;  ditto  for  three  pounders,  530;   ftands  of 
arms,   2000  ;  mufquet  cartridges,  80,000. 

Taken  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  at  the  defeat  of 
General  SujnpteTy  Augufi  18,  1780. 

FIELD    PIECES. 

Three  pounders,  2. 

(Signed)        J.    MACLEOD, 

Lieutenant,  commanding  officer 
of  artillery. 

Return  (^killed  and  wounded  of  the  troths  under  the 
commaTul  of  Lieutenani'tolonel  Tarleton,  in  the 
off  ion  near  Catawba  fordt,  on  the  i8th  ofJuguJi, 
1780. 

LIGHT  infantry,  i  captain,  5  rank  and  file, 
kUted. 

Legion  cavalry,  i  ferjeant,  2  rank  and  file, 
killea;  6  rank  and  file  wounded. 

(Signed)         R.     ENGLAND, 
Ading  deputy  adjutant  general. 


(NOTE   K.) 
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-ita«.io(b«  (NOTE     K.) 

Second  '^  ' 

.    Chipttr. 

Ccpy  e/a  proclamation  iffaed  by  GeHeralGatet 
at  Pedee,  the  /\th  rf  Auguft  1780. 

By  Horatio  Gates  ■,  EJq.  major  general  aitd  comnufnder 
in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  the 
fouthem  departntent  of  Arnerica^  ^c.  i^c*  i^e. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

THE  patriotic  ejcertions  of  the  Virtuous  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  have  enabled  me,  ud- 
der  the  proteftion  of  Divine  Ptovidence,  to  vin- 
dicate the  rights  of  America  in  this  ftatc,  and  by 
the  approach  of  a  numerous,  well-appointed,  and 
formifkble  army,  to  compel  our  late  triumphant 
and  infulting  foes  to  retreat  from  their  moft  ad'- 
vantageous  pofts  with  precipitation  and  difmay,  I 
have  judged  it  mod:  expedient,  at  this  period  of 
my  pTogrefs,  to  give  alTurances  of  forgiveh'ef?  and 
perted  fecurity  to  fuch  of  the  unfortunate  citizens 
of  this  ftate  as  have  been  induced,  by  the  horror 
of  fanguinary  punifhments,  the  menace  of  coir< 
fifcation,  and  all  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  iSili- 
tary  domination,  apparently  to  acquiefce'  undet 
the  Britiih  government,  and  to  make  a  forced  de- 
claration of  allegiance  and  fupport  to  a  tyranny, 
which  the  indignant  fouls  of  citizens,  refolved  on 
freedom,  inwardly  revolted  at,  with  horror  and 
detellation. 

And  in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  reiJ 
■friends  of  America,  to  teftify  their  affeSion  and 
attachment  to  the  caufe  of  lib '  ty,  an  invita- 
tion is  held  out  to  them  to  affert  that  rank  among 
the  free-  and  independent  citizens  of  America,  in 
which  their  former  exertions  and  zeal  had  de- 
fer^ly 
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iervedly  placed  them^  andtojoiji  heartily,  whenHatcitcitbc 
called  upon,  in  refcuing  themfelves  and  tl^eif  chipttr.  • 
country  from  an  bppoution  of  a  government 
inqxifed  on  diem  by  the  ruffian  hand  of  con- 
qudt  Neverthelefs,  I  cannot  at  prefent  refolve 
to  extend  thefe  offers  of  pardon  and  fecurity 
to  Jiidi  as  in  the  hour  of  devaflation  have 
exercifed  z&s  of  barbarity  and  depredation  on 
the  perfons  and  prpperty  of  their  fellow  citizens; 
nor  to  fuch,  as  being  apprized  of  the  fecurity 
afforded  to  them  by  the  army  under  my  com- 
nuuid}  iball  be  fo  loft  to  a  fenfe  of  honour, 
and  the  d^^  they  owe .  to  their  country,  as 
hereafter  to  give  countenance  and  fupport  to 
that  aicnyf,  vrho*  |njt  for  the  diJkffeftion  of 
many  of  the  apoftate  fons  of  America,  had 
long  ere  this  bced  driven  from  the  conti- 
ni^. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  ftate  may  rely  on 
tlu;  aflurance  that  an  army  compofed  of  their 
bretjirea- aqd  fello^  qtizcns  cannot  bf  brought 
unpng  them  vitb  the  hoflile  vices  of  plunder 
ajcid.  depredation.  Such  triumphs,  under  the 
colour  of  prote£tion  wd  fupport,  are  left  to 
grs)f:e  the  Britilh  arms  ^onf£ }  but  they  may 
relf  fatts6^,  that  the  genuine  motive  which 
has  J^ven  energy  to  the  prefent  exertions,  is 
the  w>pe  of  rtnrcuing  diem  irom  the  iron  rod 
of  opprelfion,  Mid  reftoring  to  them  tbofe  blef> 
fi^gs  of  fre^om  and  independence  which  it 
it  the  duty  and  intereft  of  the  citizens  of 
thefe  United  States,  jointly  and  reciprocally, 
to  fupport  and  con6rm. 

Gyreix  at  our  head  quarters,  on  the  river 
Pedee,  dm  fourth  day  of  Auguft,  in  the  year 
of    QUf    Lord     one     thoulajod    feven     hun- 

L  dred        ' 
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w««iM«>* dred  and  dghty,    and  in  the  fifth  year  of  our 
chtfw.   iftdepettdence. 

HORATIO    GATES. 

By  the  general's  command, 

Christ.  Richmomo,  Sec; 


(  N  O  T  E      L.  ) 
C^  0^  General  Gateft  crtUru 
AFTER    ORDERS. 

Camp,  at  Ragelc/i,  i5tli  •rAiigitAri78o. 

THE  fick,  the  extra  artillery  ftores,  the 
heavy  baggage,  and  fuch  quarter-mafter's  ftores 
as  are  not  immediately  wanted,  to  march  this 
evening  under  a  guard  to  Wacfavs :  To  this 
order  the  general  requefts  the  brigadier  generals 
to  fee  that  thofe  under  their  command  pay  the 
moll  exaft  and  fcrupulous  obedience. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Edmonds,  with  the  re- 
maining guns  of  the  park,  will  tak^  poll,  and 
'march  with  the  Virginia  brigade,  under  General  . 
Stevens ;  he  will  -  direfl,  as  any  deficiency 
happens  in  the  artillery  afSxed  to  the  other 
brigades,  to  fupply  it  immediately  ;  his  mili- 
tary ftaJ^,  and  proportion  of  his  officers,  with 
forty  of  his  men,  are  to  attend  him,  and  wait 
his  orders. 

The  troops  will  be  readj  to  march  predfely 

at  ten    o'clock,    in  the  following    order,  viz. 

Colonel  Armahd's  advance,  cavalry  commanded 

by     Colonel    Armand :     Colonel    Porterfield's 

light 
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ligfat    infantry  on  the    right    flank  of  Colonel ''"^^•^ 
Armand}    in  Indism  file,    tiro    hundred  yards  ciupccr. 
from  the  road  ;  Major  Armftrong's  light  infan- 
try in  the  fame  order  as  Colonel  Porterfield's, 
on  the  left  flank  of  the  legion ;  advanced  guard 
of   foot,    compofed  of    the  advanced    pickets, 
firft   brigade   of   Maryland,   fecond  brigade  of 
Maryland,    divifion  of   North   Carolina,  Virgi* 
nia  divifion  ;  rear-gnard  volunteers,  cavalry  on 
the     right    and    left    of    the   baggage  equally 
(Uyided.    In  this  order  the  troops  will  proceed 
diis  night.    In  cafe  of  an  attadc.  by  the  enemy's 
cavalry  in  front,   the    light    infantry   on  each 
flank  will  inflantly  march  up,    and  giv^,    and 
continue  die  raofi  galling  fire  upon  the  enemy's 
faorfe ;    this  vill  enable    Colonel  Annand  not 
only  to  fupport  the  enemy's  charge,  but  finally 
rout  them  :   The  colonel  will  therefore  confider 
the  orders  to  ftand    the  attack  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  be    dieir    numbers    what   they    may, 
as  p<^tive:   General  Stevens  will  immediately 
order  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  one  enfign, 
three  ferjeants,   one  drum,  and  fi^ty  rank  and 
file,  tojom  Colonel  Porterfield's  infantry.    Thefe 
mien'  are  to  be  taken  from  the  mofl  experienced 
vroodlmen,    and  men  every  way  fittelt  for  Ae 
fervi<^ 

The  general  will  likewife  complete  Arm- 
ftrong's hght  infantry  to  their  original  number } 
diofe  muK  be  immedbtely  marched  to  the 
advanced  pofl:  of  the  army.  The  troops  will 
preferve  the  profoundeft  filence  on  the  march  ; 
and  aiiy  foldier  who  offers  to  fire,  without  the 
command  of  his  officer,  muft  be  infbmtly  put 
to  death. 

When  die  ground  will  admit  of  it,  and  the 

near  approach  of  the  enemy  renders  it  neceflary, 

the  army  will,  when  orderoi,  march. in  columns; 

the  artillery  at  the  head  of  their  refpedive  bri- 

L  a  gades, 

. .-.lOoglt; 


148  CAHPAiaNS   QF    I780   AHO    I7SJ    l^  TBS 

NfioteUrgade?,  and  th^  bam^  in  the  ^ta^  The- 
(gj«  gH^trd  of  the  heavy  paggage  lyill  be  compofed 
of  the  XfjTn^iUAg  officers  aod  Ibldlqfs  of  the 
artillery.  One  capt^D*  twQ  fubaltems,  four 
ferjesLntSf  fpur  druins^  and  &xty  ruik.  asd  hie,  ^nd 
nq  per&n  ^h^tev^i'  is  to  prefume  u^  fend  any 
«hei;  foldi^r  upo(i  that  feryice. 

AQ  batmefi,  waiters,  &<;.  who  are  foMi^ 
t^ken  from  the  line,  ^e  ^cthwith  to  join  th^ 
refpe£tiye  reginiei^ts,  ^d  ft£t  with  theix  nufters, 
while  they  are  upon  that  duty. 

The  tents  of  the  whole  army  to  be  ftruck 
at  Tattoo.  , 


(NOTE      M.  ) 


Extrail  ef  a  letter  from  General  Oates  to  tie 
Prejident  of  Cmgrefif  dated  Hilljborougby  At^, 
ao,  1780. 

S  I  R, 

I M  the  deepell  diftrefs  and  anxietv  of  mind, 
I^am  .obliged  to  acquaint  your  excellency-  widi 
the  defeat  of  the  troops  under  my  command. 
L  arrhred  with  the  Maryland  Ibie,  the  artillery, 
afid  diis  North-Carolina  militia,  on  the  (a)  ijdi 
inftant  at  Rugeley's,  thiffecn  milet  frcun  Gam- 
den  ;  took  pcA  there,  and  vat  Uie  next  (b)  day 
joined  by  General  Stevens,  with  feven  hundred 
militia  irom  Virginia.  Colonel  Sumpter,  who 
vas  at  the  Wacuws  with  four  hundred  South- 
Carolma  militia,  had  the  Sunday  before  killed 
and  taken  near  three  hundred  of  the  enemy, 
vho  were  pofted  at  Hanging  rock.  Hiis,  and 
other  ftrok^  upon  the  enemy's  advanced  polls, 
occafioned 
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occiafmn^l  their  c^'ling  ttl  StU  dife  dutpbfts  i6N«u.b>ti>c 
Caitiden.     The  15th,  St  daylight,    1  reinforced  ^^ 
Colonel  Sumpter  with  three  hundred  [d)  North-  ' 

Carolina  militia,  one  hundred  of  the  Maryland 
line,  and  two  dit-ee-jiounders  JrOm  the  artillery, 
haTing  previdiifly  ordered  him  down  to  the 
Wacfa^j,  and  direded,  a&  foon  as  the  rein- 
forcements Joined  hita,  that  he  ihtiutd  proceett 
doWii  the  WateTee,  obpbflte  tTamden,  intercept 
any  ftotes  coming  to  the  enemy,  and  particularly 
the  troopi  from  Ninety  Six,  who  were  likewife 
withdrawii  thim  that  poft.  This  was  well  ex- 
ecuted by  Colonfi]  Sumpter,  ^  hi$  letter  inclofed 
will  (hew. 

Hiving  commiihicated  my  plan  t6  the  general 
officers  m  the  aftemodn  of  the  1 5th,  it  was 
Tcfolved  to  march  at  ten  at  night,  to  take  polt 
in  a  very  advatitageout  Ittuation,  with  a  deep 
creek  iii  ,  fifont,  ftvfcn  miles  frofli  Camden  ; 
ihe  bei'ry  baggage,  &c.  being  Ordered  to  march 
imm^iatdy  to  the  Wacfaw  road.  At  ten  the 
antij  began. to  march  in  the  following  6rd^r  : 
Colonel  Attnahd'B  legion  iij  fi-ohf,  fupported 
on  both  flanks  by  Colonel  I*orterfield*6  regiment, 
and  the  tight  infant:^  of  the  militia  ;  the  ad. 
-ranted  guard  of  infantiV,  the  Maryland  line, 
widi  their  artillery.  Ox  front  6f  the  brigades, 
^e  Korth-taroHiu  militia,  ihe  Vitglhia  militia, 
the  artillery,  &c.  ahd  the  rear-cuafd.  Having 
marcfa&d  about  five  miles,  the  legiofi  was 
charged  by  the  enemy's  cavatr}',  and  well  fup< 
ported  on  the  flanks,  as  they  were  ordered^ 
by  CtJlontl  Porterfield,  who  beat  back  the 
dlemys  horfe,  and-  was  himfelf  unfortunately 
wounded  ;  but  the  enemy's  Infantry  advancing 
With  a  heavy  fire,  the  troops  in  front  gave  way 
lb  the  firft  Maryland  brigade,  and  a  confufion 
enlUed,  which  took  fome  time  to  regulate.  At 
length  the  arhiy  was  ranged   !n  line  of  battle, 

in 
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Ndintoibein  the  following  order:  General  Gift's  brigade 
a^^,  (c)  upon  the  right,  with  his  right  clofe  to  a 
fwampf  the  Norai-Carolina  militia  in  the  center* 
and  die  Virginia  militia,  with  the  light  in&ntry 
and  Forterfield's  corps,  on  the  left  ;  the  artillery 
divided  td  the  brigades  ;  and  the  firfl  Maryland 
brigade  as  a  corps  de  referve,  and  to  cover 
the  cannon  in  the  road,  at  a  proper  dilUnce 
in  the  rear.  Colonel  Armand's  corps  were 
ordered  to  the  left,  to  fupport  the  Idt  flank, 
and  oppofe  the  enemy's  cavalry.  At  daylight 
the  enemy  attacked  and  drove  in  our  light 
party  in  iront,  when  I  ordered  the  left  to 
advance  and  attack  the  enemy ;  but  to  my 
aftonifhment,  the  left  wing  and  North-Carolina 
milida  gave  way.  General  Cafwall  and  myfelf, 
aflifted  by  a  number  of  officers,  did  all  in  our 
power  to  rally  the  broken  troops,  but  to  no 
purpofe,  for  the  enemy  coming  round  the  left 
flank  of  the  Maryland  divifion,  completed  the 
rout  of  the  whole  milida,  who  left  the  cond> 
nentalsto  oppofe  the  enemy's  whole  force.  I  en- 
deavoured, with  General  Cafwall, 'to  rally  the 
milida  at  fome  diftance,  on  an  advantageous 
piece  of  ground,  but  the  enemy's  cavalry 
continuing  to  barafs  their  rear,  they  ran  like 
a  torrent,  and  bore  all  before  them.  Hoping 
yet,  that  a  few  miles  in  the  rear  they  mig^t 
recover  from  their  panic,  and  again  be  brought 
into  order,  I  condnued  my  endeavour,  but  uiis 
Ukewife  proved  in  vain. 

The  milida  having  taken  the  woods  in  all 
dire£dons,  I  concluded,  with  General  Cafwall, 
to  redre  towards  Charlotte^  I  got  here  late  in 
the  nijdit  ;  but  reflecting  there  was  no  profped 
of  coHeCting  a  force  at  that  place  adequate  to 
the  defence  of  the  country,  I  proceeded  with 
all  poffible  difpatch  hither,  to  endeavour  to  fall 
upon  fome  'plan  of  defence,  in  conjun£don 
with 
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'with  the  legUUthre  body  of  the  ftate,     I  fhall  KM<ttoib« 
immediatelT  difpatch  a  flag  to  Lord  Corawallis,  ^^°^ 
to    know  the   fituadon  of  our  wounded,    and 
the  number  and  condition  of   the  prifoners  in 
bis  hands. 


(N  O  t  E      N.) 

CqBv  flf  a  letter/rom  Colonel  Sitter  to  CewnU 
Gates f  dated  Wateree  ferry ^  Auptji  i$th,  1780. 

Dear  Gbneral, 

I  HAVE  juft  time  to  inform  you,  th^ 
early  thit  moming  I  took  poflellion  of  all  the 
pafiways  over  die  Wateree  river,  from  Elkins' 
lord  to  Mr.  WfaiteaPs  ferry,  five  miles  below 
Camden*  The  enemy  had  guards  at  many  dif- 
ferent places  npoD  the  river,  all  of  which  were 
•YRCuated  laft  niriit  or  this  nuHning,  and  the 
guards  ordered  into<  Camden,  except  thofe 
at  Wateree  £erry,  which  was  continued  on  both 
fides  of  the  river,  of  which  the  guard  upon 
the  wdt  fid£  was  furprifed  by  a  party  of  my  . 
men,  who  killed  l«ven,  and  took  about  thirty 
prifoners,  among  \diich  was  Colonel  Carv, 
the  commander,  together  with  thirty-eight 
waggons,  leaded  with  com,  rum,  &c.  alfo  a 
nu^>er  of  horfes :  The  boats  are  all  upon  the 
oppofite  iide  eA  the  river  %  the  ground  upon 
this  fide  is  very  bad ;  the  enemy  keep  up  a 
conftant  fire,  but  I  have  reamed  no  damage 
yet.  I  intend  to  keep  pofleOion  if  I  caii,  undl 
I  am  honoured  with  your  evdlency's  ^r^er 
command.  I  ffaouM  not  have  been  10  precipi- 
t»te  in  my  movements,  but-  forefav  die  exceflive 
difadvanta^e 
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HMwtoihadtf^vuitagetJiat  vro\M  ttfult  fi:«m  their  having 
^^^   the  <:ominnnica(ion   open,    wliereby  they  were 
coi^antly  receiving  bodi  men  and  provifibns. 

Hie  nunber  of  troops,  -regulars  I  mejbt^ 
do  not  exceed  two  thoufand,  and  not'  as  niaity 
as  one  thoufand  of  militia,  who  are  generally 
fickly,  and  much  diipirited.  There  is  a  rein- 
^  forcement  laid  to  be  on  the  road  from  town, 
which  will  arrive  in  -two  daysj  the  number 
about  five  hundl-ed. 

As  foon  as  poffible,  will  give  you  an  account 
oF  what  is  palling. 

I  am,  dear  general. 

With  the  greateft  refpeft, 
Ybur  excellency's  moft  obfedient. 
Humble  fervant, 
fHOMAS    SUMPtER. 
Hit  Excelleocy  GeiKTtlX3&t^. 

P.  S.  I  have  the  pleafure  to  infoiin  your  en 
celtency,  that  I  have  this  inftahl  made  itbovt 
leventy  pitfonert,  all  BHtifii,  fix  waggohi^ 
baggage,  &c.  juft  fmm.  Ninety  Six  \  many  ki 
die  pnfonen  are  fick. 


(NOTE     O.) 


Extre^l  if  a   Imtr  frWt  Go^xmer  N^  h  tbe 
Detegates  tf  N*Tb  CaroSAa^  dated  Hilljhr^i^ 

pINCE  our  lave  defeat  hear  Camdeo, 
I  delayed  writing  till  I  00^  gfvie  ^11  fbme 
certjutk  iccoiiM  af  that   uiihappy  affair.     Hie 

militia, 


naUda,     except    one  NoMi-tDardina   regiment,  KctoMAe 

commsftd^   on  ikt  occafion  by  Colonel  Dilton,  ^^^ 

i^  the  Tcgulars,  gave  way  on  the  firft  fire,  and 

flW  with  ttie  utmoftj)reciJ)itaiioft.  -  Tht  regblars 

and  the  re^teeht  juft  in^iAiotied,  bhiVely  Itood, 

abcl  pblfaea  bayonets  to  the  laft.    By  tbe  defer- 

lioh   of  the  iMitia,    the   ittikmf  ^cii  abk  M 

turn  the  left   of  the  lUnding  troops,  uid  to 

bend    their    whole  force    againll  them.      The 

confltd  was   obftinate  mi   bloody,   and   lafted 

for  fifteen  minutes.    Aiter  our  brave  troops  had 

retreated  horn  the   ground, .  they  were  fiercely 

charged  by  a  party  of  BHtift  horfe,  whom  they 

repuUed,  and,  to  their  immortal  honour,  made 

^ood ,  their  retreat.  ~  General   Caffrall   has  fe&t 

in  a  i9ag,  and  a  furgeon  to  attend  the  wounded. 

As  yet  ve  haV£  lio  |>aTticuIar  Account  of   tbe 

&te   of    the  miffing,    except    a    few    prindpal 

officers ;    among  thefe  is  die  Baron  de  Kalbe, 

^d   to  be  mortally  wounded.      Generals  Gift, 

Smallwbbd,    SteVehs,    Rutheiford,   ButlA^,  and 

Gftgory,   ate  fi^  j    ftf  is  Colonil  Giinby,  who 

was  faid  to  be  killed.    To  add  to  out-  misfortunesj 

Colonel  Sumpter,  who  the  dav  before  the,a£tion 

fc*a  captutfed  a  pfcrty  of  the  Bntift,  taitK  for^ 

f^g^aft,  was  the  day  after  t^e  ift&itih  overtaken 

and  furprifed  near  Hanging  rock,    by  a  party 

of  the  BHtflh  hoHV.  ..  T^^  ciathe  ion  htm  fo 

BA|n'epiirM^    as  \o  oblige  him  and  his  melt  (a) 

fo    fly   to  the  woods,    leaving  their  prifoherSj 

wiggcHis,    utd  eVcta    ibtiT    arms    behind   them. 

^eher^  SWveiA  writes  to  General  GAtes,  that 

ke   has    colle£ted    between     fcTeh    and    eight 

KuH^d^ed  'ei   T^Vginia  militia   and  ftatet  tr66p^. 

Gfciieiti    CsSwall   made  a   Hand   at  Charlotte. 

htkr  tte  bouhd^ry    lin«,    khd    caWid    In    lib- 

*atdi    irf    SAh    tooufind  Ireft    nieh.     Thdfii 

tut  i6dM  to  dolbhel  Sumptet^a  party  bf  ab6ut 

feren 
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''^^'**''feven  lumdred,  and  gave  him  the  command  o£ 
aipwr.  the  whole,  wbilll  he  came  here.  I  have  ordered 
out  three  regiments  Arom  this  diftrid,  and 
mean  to  put  them  under  the  command  of 
Gennal  Suitmer,  aad  the  officers  of  die  three 
regular  regiments  of  this  Hate,  fo  that  I  hope 
in  a  icw  dzyi  we  Qiall  be  able  to  aflume  a  tole- 
rable jood  countenance. 


(NOTE     P.) 


ExtraH  of  a  Utter  from  General  Gatet  to  the 
Prefident  of  Congrefs,  dattd  HiUJborm%b, 
Aug,  30,  1780. 

SIR, 
I   HAVE    the- honour  to  enclofe  to   your 
excellency,   for  the  perufal    of  Congrefs,   my 
letter  of  titiis  date  to  General  Walhington. 

EutraS    from    the    encUfed    Utttr   t»    Geturel 

IVa/hiHgtoa,  dattd  Wlljborougbf  Aug,  30,  1780, 

SINCE  my  public  letter  to  Coi^re&j 
I  have  been  able  to  colleft  authentic  returns 
of  the  lulled,  wounded,  and  milliiig  oiF  the 
officers  of  the  American  line,  Delaware  regiment, 
i^rtillerifb,  and  thofe  of  the  legion  under  Colonel 
Annand.  They  are  endofed.  TTie  militia  broke 
fo  early  in  the  day,  and  fcattered  in  fo  many 
diredlons  V|>on  their  retreat,  that  very  few 
have  fallen  uto  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  By 
the  firmneft  and  bravery  of  the  contiifentaj 
trpops,  the  yiftory  is  fcr  from  being  W004W5 

on 
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on  die  put  of  the  foe ;  they  have  upwards  of  c^^im 
five  hiuulred  men,  with  officers  in  proportion,  {>pt«. 
killed  and  wounded.  Lord  Corawallis  remained 
with  his  army  at  Camden,  when  I  received  -^the 
laft  accounts  from  thence.  Two  days  affer.tbo 
a^on  of  the  i6tb,  fortune  feemed  determined 
to  continue  to  dSlreis  us ;  for  Cotonet  Sumpter, 
having  marched  near  forty  miles  up  the  river 
Wateree,  halted  with  the  waggons  and  prifoners 
on  the  15th.  By  fome  iw^retion,  the  men 
were  furprifed,  cut  off  from  their  arms,  (a)  the 
whole  routed,  and  -  the  waggons  and  -prifoaers 
retaken.  Colonel  Sumpter,  fince  his  Itupaife 
and  defeat  up  the  weft  fide  of  the  Wateree, 
has  reinftated  and  increafed  his  caxps  to  upwards 
of  one  thoufand  men.  I  have  directed  him  to 
continue  to  hara&  the  enemy  upon  that  fide : 
Lord  Comwaltis  will,  therefore,  be  cautious 
how  he  makes  any  confiderable  movement  .to 
the  eaftward,  while  this  corps  remains. in  force 
upon  his  left  flank,  and  the  main  army  is  in 
a  manner  cantoned  in  his  front.  Anxious  for 
the  public  good,  I  fhall  continue  my  unwearied 
endeavours  to  Hop  the  progre&  of  the  enemy, 
to  rdnllate  our  affairs,  to .  recommence;  an 
offenfive  war,  and  recover  our  lofles  in  .  thefe 
fouthem   ftates. 

Lifi  of  the  cotttiTutitai  ^ers  killed,  cafthated, 
vwaaded,  and  mi^ngy  in  the  affiofu  tf  the  i6tk 
and  i&tb  ^  Auguji,    1780. 

KILLED.  The  honourable  Major-general 
the  Baron  de  Kalbe  ;  Captain  Williams,  6th 
Maryland  regiment }  Captain  Duvall,  ad  ditto  j 
Lieutenant  Donovan,  6th  ditto ;  Lieutenant 
and  Adjutant  Coleman,  artillery. 

^  "Wounded, 
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tj5  txurxtatth  of  1786  and  1781  in  the 

vacMtatbe      Wouiided.     Captain  Somerwdl,  6ih   Marf- 

JH^    land    reriment ;    Glbfon,    5th     ditto  (     Roim, 

THrginia^lUte  artillery  ;   Lieutenam  DiiTall,   3d 

Maryland     regiment ;      Sears,     ditto ;    Eofign 

Fickle,    7th. 

Frilonen.  Lientenant'Colonel  Woolfbrd,  sib 
Maryland  regiment,  wounded ;  Lieutenant, 
cc^nel  Vaughan,  Delaware  ;  Lieuteoant-cokmel 
Porterfield,  Virginia  ftate,  wounded  ;  '  Lieute- 
nant-^iolonel  Du  Bufon,  A.  D.  C.  Gerald  Kalb^ 
ditto.  Majors,  Winder,  ill  Maryland  regiment; 
Poitbn,  Delaware  regiment }  Plnkaey,  A.  D.  C 
General  Gates,  Wounded.  Ciptains,  Brice,  3d 
Maryland  regiment ;  Hoops,  ^A  ditto  {  Lynch, 
5tb  ;  Hamilton,  5th  ;  Hardman,  sd,  wounded ; 
Smidi,  td,  ditto ;  Dorfet,  artillery,  <^tto.  Lieu- 
tenant  Brune,  legion,  ditto ;  Rhoads,  Dela- 
ware regiment;  Lamout,  ditU;  Captain-lieutenant 
'  Waters,  artillery  ;  Lieutenant  Shoemaker,  4A 
Maryland  regiment,  wounded;  Hanfon,  4th 
dino,  ditto ;  Norris,  6ch  ditto,  ditto ;  Walba:e^ 
artillery,  foot  legion ;  Moreley,  artillery  ;  DoJI» 
Delaware  regiment ;  SkiUingtbn,  ditto ;  Lieute- 
nant and  Adjutant  Penvie,  ditto.  EafigttSj  Burgit, 
4th  Maryland  regiment ;  Roadi,  Delaware  re- 
giment. Volunteers,  Nelfon,  6th  Maryland 
regiment,  wounded  ;  Rutledge,  4th  ditto. 

MilGng.  Captiuns,  Morris,  yth  Maryland 
regiment,  woimded  ;  Gaflay^  fld  ditto.  Lieu* 
tenant  Gaflawa^r,  ad  ditto }  Captain  Meredith, 
artillery ;  Captain-lieutenant  Blair,  ditto. 


SIR, 
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SIR,  .      , 

THE  above  is  the  moft  accurate  return  at 
prefent  Thofe  who  have  received  flight  contu- 
fions,  which  do'  not  hinder  their  douig  their 
dutf,  are  not   included. 

Your  moft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

O.    H.    WILLIABtSi 
Deputy  adjutant  general. 
BilUbotODgli,  Augnft  19,  1780. 

N.  B.  Seren  hundred  non-commiilioned  offi- 
cen  and  foldiera  of  the  Maryland  divifion  haVe 
rejoined  the  army.  An  ex3L&  return  thereof 
flail  befetftbj  the  next  conveyance. 

HORATIO    GATES. 

FublUbed  by  order  of  Congrefi. 

Chasxjss  Thohpsoh*  Sec 


CHAPTER 


>;,l,ZDdbyG00gle 


15^  cAvrAioys  of  1780  amd  1781  im  trb 


CHAPTER     in. 


Si(derf  the  royal  army.-~^tafeef  South  Carolina.— 
The  Kit^t  troops  move  forwards  t—^and  halt  at 
Charlate  town.'^Lieutetiant<olotKl  Browne  at- 
tacked by  Uemtenarti-colonel  Clarkcy — ^nd  relieved 
by  Lievtenant-eoleael  Cruger. — Ferp^on  defeated. 
.  The  BritiJ)  army  fills  back. — P^es  the  Broad 
river,  and  takes  p^  at  Wytmefborough^— Marion 

■  tverrtau  the  lower  dijiriiis. — IneffeShtal  attempt 
upon  Sumpt(r.^^umpter  moves  towards  Ninety 
Six. — Jdion  at  Blackfhct's. — State  of  the  Ame- 
rican arm>-~Major-geiteral  Greene  tedies  the  com- 
mand.'~-Proparationsfer  afecond  imjqfien  of  North 
Carclina.1— Major  General  Leftie  arrives  at 
Charles  town  with  a  reinforcement. 


CHAP.  ^T^HE  immediate  advance  of  the  King's  troops 
'"'  X  '"^<^  North  Carolina  would  undoubtedlT*  at 
this  critical  period,  have  been  produftive  of  va- 
rious and  important  advantages.  The  appearance 
of  the  royal  forces,  after  fuch  britliant  fuccefs, 
would  have  animated  their  friends,  diTcouraged 
their  enemies,  and  continued  the  confiifion  and 
difperfion  of  the  American  army.  But  however 
ufCTul  and  beneficial  fuch  an  e^qiedition  might 
have  proved,  many  material  requiiites  and  necef- 
fary  arrangements  were  not  in  convenient  Hate  or 
fufficient  forwardnefe  to  warrant  the  undertaking. 

STIS  wm*  "^^  number  of  fick  in  the  hofpital,  the  late  addi. 

n>r  *^'"'' tion  of  the  wounded,  the  want  of  troops,  and  the 
.1  "     de. 
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^tficiency  of  Ilores  apon  the  fiYnuier,  operated  c  H  A  p. 
vidi  the  prefent  heat  of  the  climate,  and  the  fear*  lH* 
dty  of  proTifions  ih  North  Carolioat  llie  con- 
Toyt  vith  fupi^et  vere  again  preflsd  forward,  and 
a  reinforcement  of  men  was  ordered  from  Ciutrlea 
tovn.  In  the  mean  time»  dire£HoB«  (A)  were 
dijpatched  to  the  well  affected,  to  lofc  no  time  in 
aflemblinff  for  the  parpofes  of  ftofming  the  ^fi- 
tives,  andfecurinc  the  continental  notes,  to  me 
fouthward  of  the  Roanoke.     Afliirances  of  an  «ar- 

L movement'  of .  the  royal  army  accompanied 
'e  inftniftions :  And,  in  order  to  keep  alire 
die  BritiOi  intereft  in  North  Carolina,  Major  Fer- 
gufon's  corps  of  rangers,  and  about  ttae  monland 
kiyal  militia,  were  advanced  to  the  weftem  bor- 
iaif  to  hqld  communication  with  the  inhabitants 
of  Tryon  county  till  the  King's  troops  under  £arl 
Comwallis  were  in  condition  to  advance. 

Notwithftanding  the  commotions  had  been  vio*  sute  or 
lot,  and  almolt  general,  in  South  Carolina,  itsaubctr*. 
ns  imagined  and  hoped  diat  thefe  internal  trou-  ^ 
blei  would  fubfide,  when  the  inhabitants  gained 
information  of  the  late  diltinguilhed  fuperiority 
^ch  bad  attended  his  Majefty's  arms :  But  aca- 
dent  now  difcovered  how  much,  the  enemy's  ex- 
ceeded tbe  King's  friends  in  artifice.  Perfidy  and 
rerolt  had  not  been  confined  to  the  lower  order  of 
fodety.  Some  papers  taken  in  the  baggage  of  die 
American  general  officers,  and  other  coilateral  inteU 
%nce,  difplayedthe  late  opinions  and  condud  of 
many  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Charles  town : 
Upwards  of  thirty  (B)  of  this  defcription,  fmce 
they  had  received  pardon  and  prote^on  from  the 
Britilh  commanders,  had  held  treacherous  COTref- 
pondence  with  the  armed  enemies  of  England,  or 
had  been  ind^tigably  engaged  in  feeretly  advanc- 
ing the  iuterefl  of  Congrds  throughout  South  Ca- 

(A]HmcA.  (8}N*wB. 
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CHAP,  tdbta.  An  order  vas.  iaame^itely  givca  to  fk- 
IlL  cum  the  pafofu  of  ihoie  mdividuals,  npfaor  hzA 
violated  meir  eagagcmcius.  Tfas  accufed  vfre 
conunitted  to  the  ^ifoif  Aups,  aad  iroin  tfaoncor 
oonweycd  to  coafinemcDt  at  Augoftine.  A  di&>.- 
cait  fate  awaited  tfaoCe  deli&qaeiita  who  had  fought 
againft  the  Bruift  troops  with  paroles  in  their  pof- 
feffion.  A  number^  of  tfas£e  o&ndets  were  led 
forth  from  the  provoft,  and,  upon  a  full  couvic- 
^on  of  tbdr  guilt,  vere  publicly  executed. 

A  fifbfe()uent'  event  tnanifefted  in  ftnmg  colatu* 
die  duplicity  of  the  inhabitants:  of  the  province, 
and  the  neoefllcy  of  occaJionally  exercifmg  exEia> 
platy  puni&Bieat  on  the  moft  guilty,  in  the  dif- 
tri&  iiin>ugli«hichtheprifi3nerftwcretapa&,  on 
their  iountey  to  Ourles  town^  dieinhabitant$,had. 
almoft-uairer^ly  given  dieit  paroles,  ottakenoot 
certificates  as  good  citizens.  This  tefle&ioa,  and 
the  heat  of  the  weather,  caufed  the  Kii^s  offioers 
to  l«nd  fmall  guards  only  of  in^try  firom  Cjan< 
den  to  efcort  detachments  of  continentaia  and  na- 
il^, taken  in  the  late  adions^:  The  firftand  the 
ftcond  convoy  pafied  in  fecurity  ;  but  the  third 
was  waylaid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
under  the  dircdion  <tf  one  Horry  j  the  BridJh 
were  made  prifonere,  and  the  Americana  rdea&d 
from  c^tivity. 

Eail  Corowallts  had  Idfure,  befi»e  the  armjr 
was  ready  to  move,  to  adjuft  iiHiie  civil  arran^^ 
ments,  which  were  wanted  in  Cbaries  town,  and 
to  digeft  judicious  r^^lations  for  the  future  go- 
vertwiMtt  of  the  (C)  commifliotierE.  vefbed.  wtth- 
powers  to  feize  the  eflates  of  the  violent  enemies  of' 
Oreat  Britain.  Conii&ation  ^ras  a}Hx^r  puniflk. 
fttent  for  the  avowed  partilans  of  Congre&,  and 
for  revolters  ;  but  material  benefit  could  not  l»- 
derived  kcm  it,  except  order  and  occonomy  di*. 

(C)  Nott  C. 
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re&ed  the  ^plication.    AboutthistimeBrigadierCH  AP. 
Oeaeral  I^tterfon  v/aa  advifed  by  the  phyficians  to      ^'* 
leave  Carolina  on   account  of  bis   bad  ftate  of 
faealih;  and,  upon  his  departure,  Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Balfour    was    appointed    commandant   of 
Charles  town. 

Before  the  middle  of  September,  part  of  the 
ft<»es  bang  arrired,  with  a  reinforcement  from 
Charles  town,  cenfifting  of  the  7th  regiment,  and 
Ibme  recruits  for  the  provincials,  the  intended 
movement  into  North  Carolina  was  immediately 
undertaken..  No  great  alteration  was  made  upon 
the  &onti«8  ;  Lieutenant-colonel  Brown  being 
left  at  Augufia,  Lieutenant-colonel  Cruger  at 
Ninety  Six,  and  Lieutenant-colonel  TumbuU  at 
Camden  ;  except,  that  (bme  diredions  were  given 
££»*  the  conftru^ion  of  redoubts,  to  defend  the 
man^e,  and  to  proted  the  communications 
vim  Charles  town.  Earl  CornwalUs,  with  theThtKint'* 
principal  column  of  the  army,  compofed  of  the  faf!^[^^ 
7th,  ^$d,  33d,  and  71ft  regiments  of  in- 
fantry, the  volunteers  c^  Irel^id,  Hamihon's 
corps,  Bryan's  refugees,  four  pieces  of  can- 
non, about  iiity  waggons,  and  a  detachment 
of  cavalry,  marched  by  Hanging  rock,  towards 
the  Catawba  fettlement ;  whKlt  the  body  of  the 
Britifh  dragoons,  and  the  light  and  legion  infan- 
try, with  a  three  pounder,  eroffed  the  Wateree, 
and  moved  up  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river,  under 
Lieutenant-cc^oael  Tarleton.  The  fcarcity  of  fo- 
rage in  the  dittrid  of  the  Wacfaws  was  the  prin- 
cipal reafon  fortes  temporary  feparation.  Hour, 
cattle,  and  forage  were  colIeAed  with  difficulty 
by  the  main  army,  to  fupply  the  men  and  horfes 
upon  the  march,  the  depredations  of  both  parties 
having  made  a  defert  of  the  country. 

On  die  23d,  Earl  Comwallis  direded  the  Bri- 
tifh legion  and  light  infantry  to  crofs  the  Catawba 
at  BI^s  ford,  in  order  to  form  the  advanced 
M  guard, 
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CHAP,  ffuard,  for  the  immediate  (D)  poffdOton  of  Char- 

Jll.     k>tte  town.    The  jun^Uon  of  the  light  troops  had 

been  prevented  for  a  few  days,  by  a  violent  fever 

which  had  attacked  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton, 
and  which  yet  difabled  him  ft'on  (h)  holding  his 
Situation  when  his  regiment  moved  forwards.   Se- 
/  veral  convalefcent  men  of  the  army  having  relaps- 

ed, the  71ft,  (a)  under  M* Arthur,  was  left  near 
Blair's  mill,  to.  afford  protedion  to  the  lick,  tc» 
cover  the  mills  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  to  hold 
communication  with  Camden,  tilt  the  additional 
fupplies.  Earl  Cornwallis  moved  forwards  as  foon 
as  the  legion  under  Major  Hanger  joined  him.  A 
party  of  the  militia  fired  at  the  advanced  dragoons 
and  light  iniantry  as  they  entered  the  town,  and 
a  more  confiderable  body  appeared  drawn  up  near 
the  court  houfe.  The  conduct  of  the  Americans 
created  fufpicion  in  the  BritiJh :  An  ambufcade 
was  apprehended  by  the  light  troops,  who  moved 
forwards  for  fome  time  with  great  circumTpedion : 
A  charge  of  cavalry,  under  Major  Hanger,  diffi- 
pated  this  ill-grounded  jealoufy,  and  totally  dif- 
perfed  the  militia.  The  purfuit  lafted  fome  time, 
and  about  thirty  of  the  enemy  were  killed  and 
taken.  The  King's  troops  did  not  come  out  of 
this  Ikirmilh  unhurt :  Major  Hanger  and  Captains 
Campbell  and  McDonald  were  wounded,  and 
twelve  non-commiiSoned  officers  were  liilled  and 
wounded. 
AodhaUu  Charlotte  town  afforded  fome  conveniencies, 
^i"'"  blended  with  great  difadvantages.  The  mills  in 
its  neighbourhood  were  fuppofed  of  fuffident  con- 
fequence  to  render  it  for  the  prefent  an  eligible 
pofition,  and,  in  future,  a  neceffary  poll,  when 
the  army  advanced :  But  the  aptnefs  of  its  inter* 
mediate  fituation  between  Camden  and  SaliHiury, 
and  the  quantity  of  its  mills,  did  not  counterba- 

(D)  Note  D.  <a)  In  note  E.  (t)  fa  note  D. 
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lance  its  defefta*  The  town  and  environs  abound*  c  H  A  p. 
ed  with  inveterate  enemies  ;  the  plantations  in  the  lit 
neighbourhood  were  fmall  and  uncuhivated  ;  the 
Toads  narrow,  and  croffdd  iti  every  dire^on  ;  and 
■the  whole  fiice  of  the  country  covered  with  clofe 
and  thick  woods.  In  addition  to  thefe  difadvan' 
tages,  no  eftimation  could  be  made  of  the  fenti- 
ments  of  half  of  the  inhabitants  of  North  Caroli* 
na,  whilll  the  royal  army  remained  at  Charlotte 
town.  It  was  evident,  and  it  had  been  frequently 
mentioned  to  the  King's  officers,  that  the  counties 
of  Mecklenburg  and  Rohan  were  more  hoftile  to 
England  than  any  other  in  America.  The  vigi^. 
lance  and  animofity  of  thefe  furrounding  diftrids 
checked  the  exertions  of  the  well  affe^ed,  and  to* 
tally  deftroyed  all  communication  between  the 
King's  troops  and  the  loyalifts  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  province.  No  Britifh  commander 
could  obtain  any  information  in  that  pofition, 
which  would  facilitate  his  defigns,  or  guide  his 
fiiture  conduft.  Every  report  concerning  the 
meafures  of  the  governor  and  alfembly  would  un- 
doubtedly be  ambiguous  ;  accounts  oJf  the  prepa- 

.  rations  of  the  militia  could  only  be  vague  and  un- 
certain ;  and  alt  inff  tligence  of  the  r^  force  and 
movements  of  the  continentals  muft  b&  toully  un- 

>  attainable. 

The  forag^g  parties  were  every  day  haraffed  by 
the  inhabitants,  who  did  not  remain  at  home,  to 
receive  payment  for  the  produce  of  their  planta- 
tions,  but  generally  fired  from  covert  places,  to 
annoy  the  BritiOi  detachments.  Ineffectual  at' 
tempts  were  made  U[>on  convoys  coming'  from 
Camden,  and  the  intermediate  poll  at  Blair's  mill  j 
but  individuals  with  expreffes  were  frequently 
murdered.  An  attack  was  directed  againft  the 
picket  at  Folk's  milt,  two  miles  from  the  town  : 
The  Americans  were  gallantly  received  by  Lieu- 
M  a  tenant 
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CHAP,  tenant  Guyoti,  of  the  23d  regiment ;  and  the  fire 
III.     of  his  party  from  a  loop-holed  building  a.'^ouung 

tbe  mill,  repulfed  the  aOailants.  NotwitMlaad- 
Ing  the  different  checks  and  lofles  fuftained  by 
the  militia  of  the  di():ri£kj  they  continued  their  hof- 
tilities  with  unwearied jierfeverance  j  and  the  Bri- 
tifh  tFOopa  were  fo  effeflually  blockaded  in  their 
prefent  pofition,  that  very  few,  oat  of  a  great 
number  of  meflengers,  could  reach  Charlotte 
town  in  the  beginning  of  Odober,  to  ^ve  intel- 
ligence of  Fergufon's  fituation. 

It  is  here  neceffary  to  take  a  retrofpeftive  view 
of  the  weftem  frontier  of  Georgia  and  South  C»« 
limmmi.  rolina.  (i)    A  Colonel  Clarke  had  allembled  a 
°>^°>^<      corps  of  back  woodfmen  about  the  beginning  of 
ticked  b/  September,  with  which  he  marched  to  attack  ihe 
^'J^J'      Britifli  poft  at  Augufta  :  Upon  the  approach  of 
the  Ainericans,  Lieutenant-colonel  Brown  thought 
it  neceflary  to   call  feme  friendly  Indians,  about 
three  miles  diftant,  to  his  afllAance.    As  foon  as 
he  had  joined  two  hundred  Cherokees  to  his  cori» 
of  provincials,  which  confided  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty,  he  was  informed  of  the  near  advance 
of  the  enemy.    The  town  of  Augufla  did  not  af- 
ford an  eligible  pofition  ;  the  Britilh  commander, 
therefore,  direded  his  courfe  towards  Garden-hill, 
a  plantation  on  the  Savannah  road.    When  the 

Etovinciald  and  Indians  arrived  in  fight  of  Mac- 
ay's  houfe,  it  was  difcovered  that  the  Americans 
were  already  in  polTeflion  of  Garden-hill.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Brown  ordered  his  cannon  to  fire 
upon  the  enemy,  and  gave  directions  to  his  troops 
to  charge  and  diHodge  them.  Notwithdanding 
the  lofs  of  a  three  pounder,  the  attack  was  attend- 
ed with  fuccefs,  and  tbe  buildings  on  the  hill,  af- 
ter a  conflid  of  twenty  minutes,  were  poflefled  by 

ll)  Viitftft%9RaMakr*ata,  put  ill,  jeu  i}Si, 
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the  aflkilants.    Great  part  of  the  In<£aas  behaved  CHAP. 
'With  order  and  bravery,  JU. 

Immediate  iiiftru£tiong  were  given  to  the  Bri- 
ti&,  to  loc^ole  the  buildings,  and  to  remain  up- 
on the  defenfive.  Colonel  Clarke  rallied  his  men 
and  received  a  reinforcement  before  evening, 
-when  he  detached  a  party pf  rifiemen  to  fire  upon 
the  i«rovincials  and  Indjans.  Nothing  pf  confe- 
quence  happening  before  daybreak,  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Brown  dire£ted  his  people  to  throw  up 
fome  intrenchments  round  the  buildings.  They 
had  not  proceeded  far  with  this  work,  when  ano- 
ther detachment  of  fifty  Cherokees  came  into  the 
'po&y  and  reported,  that  the  Americans  were  ap- 
proaching. Soon  after.  Colonel  Clarke  fired  up- 
on the  buildings  with  cannon  :  llie  attack  with 
artillay  and  finall  arms  was  continned  with  little 
intemufKon.  After  two  days  clofe  fiege,  the  Ame- 
rican fent  a  fiimmons  to  the  Britifh  commanding 
officer,  to  furrender  Garden-hill :  Lieut^nt-co- 
\oatX  Brown  anfwered,  that  he  would  d^end  the 
I^Bce  to  the  laft  extremity.  Not  fatisfied  with 
dns  cwTcfpondence,  Clarke  infolenily  required  a 
compliance  with  his  demand,  accompanied  with 
menaces  of  cruelty  in  cafe  of  a  refidal  :  He  re- 
caved  for  rq)ly,  that  the  Britifh  Would  commence 
hofUlities  on  the  return  of  the  flag.  The  befiegers 
b^an  a  very  heavy  fire  from  m^r  artillery  and 
finall  arms,  m  which  the  lo(s  of  the  garrifon  was 
iaoMifiderable :  They  renewed  it  at  intervals  dur- 
ing the  night.  At  daybreak  it  was  repeated  and 
returned ;  when  a  fog  clearing  away,  the  Britifh 
difcovered  that  the  Americans  were  retreating. 

The  motive  for  the  pref&ng  fummons  and  fub- 
fcquent  retreat  was  foon  apparent.    Lieutenant-  And  rtiin- 
colonel  Cruger,  who  commanded  at  Ninety  Six,  ^owJ'wio". 
had  made  exertions  to  relieve  Lieutenant-colonel  «icni(e'- 
Brown  from  his  erabarraffed  fituation.    Upon  the 
firft  news  of  the  advance  of  Clarke  againA  Au- 
gufta, 
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C  H  A  p'gufta,  he  colIe£ted  a  number  c^  friendly  milida, 
1(1.  and  after^dding  them  to  the  force  which  he  could 
with  propriety  draw  from  his  garrifon,  he  march- 
ed towards  the  Savannah  river.  In  confequence 
of  his  approach,  the  Americans  began  to  retreat. 
On  the  19th,  he  fent  a  meffage  over  the  river 
to  Brown,  requefting  his  advice  concerning  co- 
operation. The  plan  being  fpeedily  adjuited,  a  fire 
was  commenced  from-Garden-hill,  co  cover  the 
paflage  of  the  reinforcement  acrofs  the  river,  and 
through  a  hollow  way  :  Before  the  advanced  guard 
reached  the  garrifon,  Clarke's  corps  had  abandon- 
ed their  camp  with  evident  marks  of  confiifioD. 
The  Britifli  purfued  the  rear  (b)  of  the  Americans, 
made  fome  prifoners,  and  retook  the  cannon  they 
had  loft  in  the  firft  action. 

In  this  refolute  defence,  Lieutenant>colond 
Brown  had  other  difficulties  to  ftruggle  with,  be- 
iides  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy.  The  diftance 
of  the  wells  from  the  buildings  rendered  the  por- 
tion extremely  inconvenient  iind  difadvantageous, 
as  it  was  impoftible  to  procure  fupplies  of  water 
foT  the  garnfon  towards  the  end  of  thefiege.  On 
the  part  of  the  Britilh,  Lieutenant-colonel  Brown 
was  wounded  ;  Captain  Johnfon,  a  very  promif- 
Ing  officer  of  the  fame  corps,  was  killed  :  liie  lofs, 
otherwife,  was  not  conftderable,  and  fell  princi- 
pally upon  the  Indians.  The  American  force 
which  formed  the  attack  confided  of  feven  hun- 
dred men,  and  their  killed  and  wounded  amount- 
ed to  near  a  fixth  of  their  number. 

Although  this  expedition  was  baffled,  the  cloud 
which  hung  over  was  not  difperfed.  Many  par- 
ties from  the  back  feitlements  had  taken  the  held, 
to  reinforce  Clarke,  and  overwhelm  fome  poft  or 
detachment  on  the  frontier.  The  dillance  of  the 
country  from  whence  the  mountaineers  marched, 

(b)  rn  note  E. 
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■together  writh  the  rapidity  of  rfieir  movements  onCHAP. 
faorfebackA,  equally  prevented  intelligence  of  their      '''■ 
approach,    or   preparation    for    their  reception- 
The  failure  of  Colonel  Clarke  before  Augufta, 
in^ired  Lieutenant-colonel  Cruger  with  an  idea  of 
cutting  off  his  retreat  to  the  mountains ;  He  gave 
notice  of  his  defign  to  Major  Fergufon,  then  em- 
ployed  upon  the  frontier,  who  willingly  concun*' 
ed  in  the  projed.     Cruger,  after  gaining  fome  ad- 
vantage, found  the  purfuit  was  carrying  hipi  too 
Hx    &om  I^ety  Six,  to  which  he  judictoufly  re- 
turned.    Fergufon   unfortunately  adhered  to  the 
plan  of  ftriking  at  Clarke,  and  thought  the  direc* 
tion    which  he  had  taken  -towards  Gilbert  town 
perfefHy    confonant  to  his  purpofe.     The  objeft 
Clarke  aimed  at,  was  to  form  a  communication 
'with  many  detachments  of  his  friends  who  were 
aj^roaching  ;  or,  if  the  fuperierity,  or  advanced 
fituation  of  Fergufon  prevented  that  intention,  tQ 
join  Colonel  Sumpter  on  the  borders  of  South  Ca- 
Tolina.    Near  the  end  of  September,  Major  Fer. 
gufon  had  intelligence  of  Clarke's  havbg  joined 
Sumpter,  and  that  a  fwann  of.backwoodmien,  by 
an  unexpected  and  rapid   apjH-oach  to   Gilberi 
town,  now  threatened  his  deflruCHoo.    He  dif- 
patdwd  information  to  Earl  Comwallis  of  the  fut 
perior  numbers  to  which  he  was  oppofed,  and  di- 
leftly  commenced  his  march  to  the  Catawba,  (c) 
Notwithftanding  the  prudent  phm  of  verging  to. 
wards   the  royal  army,  and  advertifmg  the  Bri- 
tifh  general  of  his  fituation,  owing  to  feme  com. 
munication,  or  the  diftance  of  Ms  friends,  a  de- 
tachment did  not  march  in  time  from  Cl^otte 
town  to  yield  him  affiftance. 

Colonel!  CampbeU,  (F)  Cleveland,  Selby,  Be* 
veer,  Williams,  Brandon,  and  Lacy,  being  iof 
formed  at  Gilbert  town,  pf  the  retreat  of  Fergu* 
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CHAP.  Iba  by  the  Cherokee  road,  towards  King's  mouiw- 

III.      tarn,    felefled    iixteen  hundred    chofen   men  oa 

horfeback,  for  a  vigorous  purruit.     The  rapid 

march  of  this  corps  foon  rendered  an  adion  inevi- 

VtttaCm  table.  Major  Fereufon  heard  of  the  enernv's  ap- 
proacn  at  King  s  mountain :  he  occupied  the  molt 
mourable  pontion  he  could  find,  and  waited  cbe 
attack.  The  a^ion  commenced  at  four  o'clock  m 
the  afternoon,  on  the  7th  of  Odober,  -aad  was 
difputed  with  great  bravery  near  aa  hour,  when 
the  death  of  the  gallant  Fergufon  threw  hit 
whole  corps  into  total  confufion.  No  effort  va*. 
made  after  this  event  torefift  the  enemy's  barbarity, 
or  revenge  tbe  fall  of  their  leader.  By  Americaa 
accounts,  one  hundred  and  fiity  ofiic«^  and  men 
of  the  provincials  and  loyal  militia  were  killed,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  were  wounded,  and  eight  hun- 
dred were  made  priibners.  The  mountaineers,  k 
}B  reported,  uTed  every  infult  and  indignity,  after 
the  a£Uon,  towards  the  dead  body  of  Major  Fer- 
gufon,  and  ezercifed  horrid  cruelties  on  the  prifo- 
ners  that  fell  into  their  pofleflion. 

In  the  beginning  of  October  it  was  intended  to 
fend  a  corps  from  Charlotte  town,  under  the  or- 
ders of  Lieutenant-colonel  Webfter,  to  attack  a 
party  of  Americans,  commanded  by  General  Sum* 
ner,  at  Alexuider's  mill,  on  a  branch  of  Rockey 
river;  but  the  defign  was  laid  alide,  on  account 
of  the  news  from  the  Weflward.  On  the  loth. 
Earl  Cornwallis  gave  orders  to  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton,  to  march  with  the  light  infantry,  the 
Britiih  legion,  and  a  three-pounder,  to  alCft  Ma- 
jor Fergufon,  no  certain  intelligence  having  ar- 
rived of  his  defeat :  It  was  rumoured  with  great 
confidence  by  the  Americans  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Charlotte  town,  and  the  probability  of  tbe  cir- 
cumftance  gave  weight  to'  the  report.  Tarleton 's 
inftruftions  direfted  him  to  reinforce  Fergufon 
wherever  he  could  find  him,  and  to  draw  his 
forps 
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Corps  b)  the  Catawba,  if  after  the  jun^on,  ad- CHAP. 
-rantage  could  not  be  obtained  over  the  moon-  I"- 
t^een ;  or,  upon  the  certainty  of  faig  defeat,  at 
ail  erenu  to  oppofe  the  entrance  of  the  vidofious 
iVmericans  into  South  CaroHna  :  Accordingly, 
Tarleton  marched  to  Smith's  ford,  below  the  forfcg 
of  the  Catawba,  where  he  received  certain  infor- 
mation of  the  melancholy  fate  of  Major  Fei^;iitbn. 
This  mortifying  intelligence  was  forwarded  to 
Cbartotte  town,  and  the  light  troops  crofled  the 
river,  to  give  prote^on  to  the  fugitives,  and  io 
attend  the  operations  of  the  enemy.  ^ 

The  deftrudion  of  Fergufon  and  his  corps 
marked  the  period  and  the  extent  c^  the  firfl  expe- 
dition into  Nonh  Carolina. '  Added  to  the  de- 
preflion  and  fear  it  communicated  to  the  loyalifta 
upon  the  borders,  and  to  the  fouthward,  the  ef- 
feGt  of  fuch  an  important  event  was  fenfibly  felt  by 
Earl  Comwallis  at  Charlotte  town.  TIk  weak- 
Itefs  of  his  army,  the  extent  and  poverty  of  North 
Carolina,  the  want  of  knowledge  of  hie  enemy's 
defignsj  and  the  total  ruin  of  his  militia,  prefent- 
ed  a  gloomy  profpefl:  at  the  commencement  of  the 
campaign.     A  farther  progreTs  by  the  route  which  • 

he  bad  undertaken  could  not  poffibly  remove,  but 
would  undoubtedly  encrcafe  his  difficulties  j  he 
therefore  formed  a  fudden  determination  to  quit 
Charlotte  town,  and  pafs  the  Catawba  river.  The 
army  was  ordered  to  move,  and  exprefles  were 
difpatched  to  recal  Lieutenant-colonel  Tatleton. 

In  the  mean  time  the  light  troops,  after  crofT- 
ing  the  Catawba,  directed  their  courfe  to  the  weft- 
ward;  on  the  route,  they  picked  up  a  fmall  num< 
ber  of  fugitives,  and  gamed  intelligence  that  the 
holl  of  mountaineers  which  had  denroyed  Fergu- 
fon was  rfctumed  to  the  northward,  without  fol- 
lowing the  viftory  ;  that  Colonel  Sumpter  with 
his  corps  remained  upon  the  frontier  ;  and  that 
General  Gates  was  expected  to  advance,  upon  the 
news 
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CHAP,  news  of  the  late  fuccefs,  with  the  continentaJs  and 
111.      militia  to  the  Yadkin.    The  fituation  of  Colonel 
Sumpter's  detachment  on  Bullock's  creek  attract- 
ed Tarleton's  attention,   and  he  was  adoptrng- 
tneafures  to  diftodge  the  Americans  when  the  ex- 
pfeffes  from  the  royal  army  prevented  his  defign, 
by  requiring  his  infiant  return  to  the  Catawba. 
The  ir>tiifa      The  King's  troops  left    Charlotte  town  on  the 
^l,*      evening  of  the  14th,  to  march  to  the  Catawba 
ford :  Owing  to  the  badnels  of  the  road,  the  ig- 
norance of  Hie  guides,  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
cr  fome  other  unknown  caufe,  the  firitiih   rear 
guard  deftroyed,  or  left  behind,  near  twenty  wag- 
gons, loaded  with  fupplies  for  the  army,  a  print- 
ing prefs,  and  other  ftores  belonging  to  pubUc  de- 
partments, and  the  knapfacks  of  the  light  infantry 
and  legion.    Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  had  di- 
reded  his  troops  to  leave  their  baggaee  with  the 
army,  when  fent  upon  the  late  eKpedition.    The 
order  for  the  move  being  unexpected  at  Charlotte 
town,  the  property  of  the  abfent  was  committed 
to  the  worft  waggons,  and  was  unfortunately  loft. 
As  foon  as  the  BritiOi  legion,  and  the  light  infan-. 
try,  arrived  ^t  the  Catawba  ford,  they  were  or* 
dered  to  crofs  the  river,  which  they  accomphlhed 
with  fome  difficulty,  on  account  of  a  great  &II  of 
rain.    The  royal  forces  remained  two  days  in  an 
anxious  and  miferable  fituation  in  the  Catawba 
fettlement,  owing  to    a  dangerous  fever,  which 
fuddenly  attacked  Earl  Comwallis,  and    to  the 
want  01  forage  and  provifions :  When  the  phyfi. 
cians  declared  his  lordfhip's  health  would  endure 
the  motion  of  a  waggon.  Colonel  Lord  Rawdon, 
the  fecond  in  command,  dire£led  the  King's  troops 
to  crofs  the  Sugar  creek,    where  fome  fupplies 
might  be  obtained  froni   the  country  ;  Qn  this 
move,  the  Mecklenburg  militia,  fuppofmg  the  ca- 
valry Hill  abfent,  attempted  to  harafs   me  bead 
of  itie  column  ;  v,heii  .their  want  of  intelligence 
proved 
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proved  fetal  to  the  moft  enterprifing  of  the  party.  CHAP. 
A  few  days  afterwards   the  anny  paifed  the  Ca-     iH. 
ta:wba  river,  near  TwelTemile  creek,  'i^out  dif- ^^f'^jjj*;. 
ficulty  or  oppofition.  »w. 

It  was  now  evident,  beyond  contradi^on,  that 
die  Britifli  general  had  not  adopted  the  moft  eli- 
gible plan  for  the  invafion  of  North  Carolina. 
The  route  by  Charlotte  town,  through  the  moft 
hoftile  quarter  of  the  province,  on  many  accounts 
was  not  advifable.  Its  diftance  likewife  irom 
Fergufon  allowed  the  enemy  to  dire£l  their  atten- 
tion and  force  againft  that  officer,  which  ulti- 
mately  proved  his  deftru£tion.  A  movement  on 
the  weft  of  the  Catawba,  towards  Tryon  county^ 
would  have  been  better  calculated  eimer  to  cover 
thefrontier  of  South  Garolina,orto  proteddetach* 
ments  from  the  army.  Anodier  operation  might 
alfo  have  been  attempted,  which,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, would  have  had  a  beneficial  effect.  Confi- 
dering  the  force  of  the  King's  troops  at  this  pe- 
riod, a  march  to  Crofs  cFeek  would  have  been 
the  moft  rational  manoeuvre  that  could  have  been 
adopted ;  where  the  inhabitants  were  acknow- 
ledged to  be  almoft  univerfally  loyal :  Upon  this 
move  Fergufon  would  have  been  undoubtedly  or- 
dered to  retire,  and  to  remain  upon  the  defenfive 
to  the  weftward  ;  and  £arl  Comwallis  would  have 
had  a  fevourable  and  convenient  opportunity  to 
try  the  fidelity  of  the  King's  friends,  and  to  difco- 
ver  whether  the  water  communication  between 
that  place  and  Wilmington  could  .  be  opened  ; 
a  point  which  fliould  neceflarily  have  been  afcer- 
tained  before  the  royal  army  proceeded  to  the  in* 
tenor  parts  of  North  Carolina. 

The  plan  for  the  winter's  campaign  being  aban> 
doned,  the  next  objeA  was  to  look  out  for  a  pro- 
per pofition  (G)  to  cover  South  Carolina ;  Inune- 
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CHAP,  diate  attentioR  was  ^ren  to  procure  bttelUgeace 
III.  of  the  ft&te  of  the  country  between  the  Catawba 
and  Broad  rivers,  and  of  the  fitaations  that  would 
allow  fafe  and  direGt  communication  with  Ninety 
Six  and  Camden.  Several  movements  were  made 
before  a  regular  camp  was  eftabliHied:  It  was 
impolEble  to  rely  upon  the  information  of  inha- 
bitaots ;  for,  in  all  defcriptions  of  country,  they 
are  influoiced  b;  fecret  conTiderations,  which  di- 
red  them  to  confult  their  own  intereft  and  conve- 
nience. Befides,  it  is  not  to  be  expe&ed  that  in- 
dividuals, unacquainted  with  war,  can  point  out 
the  moft  eligible  poft  to  be  occupied  by  an  army 
acting  upon  the  defenfive.  The  King's  tro<^ 
moved  through  a  pleoti^  country  in  the  neigh- 
bouriiood  of  Fifliing  creek,  whilft  meafures  were 
employed  to  &nd.  out  the  moil  convenient  poTitioit 
on  the  JTontier.  Before  tlie  end  of  0^ber» 
Earl  Comwallis  fortunately  recovered  from  his 
iadif^fition,  and  about  the  fame  period  a  pro- 
per encampment  was.  difoovered.  After  minute 
inquiry  and  examination,  Wynneiborough  pre- 
fented  the  moft  numerous  advantages :  Its  fpa- 
dous  plantations  yielded  a  tolerable  poll;  its 
centrical  fKuation  between  the  Broad  river  and 
die  Wateree  afforded  protection  to  Ninety  Six 
and  Camden ;  and  its  vicinity  to  the  Dutch  forks, 
and  a  rich  cotmtry  in  the  rear,  promifed  abundant 
Aodiikfi  fupplies  of  fiour,  forage  and  cattle.  As  foon  as 
S^^nnlfto-  ^^  army  arrived  on  this  ground,  the  fick  were 
rough.  conveyed  to  the  hofpital  at  Camden;  rum  and 
other  ftores  were  required  from  that  place,  and 
communication  was  opened  with  Ninety  Six. 

During  the  move  into  North  Carolina,  the  of- 
ficers who  commanded  upon  the  frontier,  and 
within  the  province  of  South  Carolina,  had  been 
attentive  to  the  fecurity  of  their  refpeftive  com- 
mands. Lieutenant-colonel  Tumbull,  with  the 
aiTiUance  of  the  inhabitants,  and  by  the  labour 

of 
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of  the  prormciala  and  the  iMgtoes,  had  com-  CHAP. 
menced,  and  almoft  completed,  fome  redoubts  at      ^^ 
Camden,  which  would  ^eatly  remedy  the  bad- 
nefe  of  Uie  pofitioQ.     Work^  were  Ukewife  con- 
ftru&ed  at  Thompfon's  houfe,  and   at  Nelfon's 
ferry,  to  fecure  the  communications  with  Charles 
town.     Lieutenant<o]onel  Cniger  had  made  ufe 
of  the  fame  precautions  at  Ninety  Six ;  the  de- 
fences at  that  place  were  in  great  forwardnefc, 
and   die  poft  was  in  a  tenable  ftate.    The  troops 
at  George  town,  fince  a  late  attempt  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, had  been  employed  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  they  were  aJ£fted  by  an  armed  naval  force. 
Great  alterations  were  made  in  the  fortifications 
of    Charles  town;    the  old  works  were  nearly 
thrown  down,  and  Major  Moncrieffe  demonftrat- 
ed  bis  knowledge  and  judgment  in  the  projeded 
in^trovements. 

As  foon  as  the  new;  of  the  victory  near  Cam- 
den arrived  at  New  York,  the  commander  in  ' 
chief  immediately  embarked  a  refpe£lable  corps, 
"which  he  difpatched  under  the  orders  of  Major- 
ceneral  (H)  Leflie  into  the  Chefepeak,  to  make  a 
fliverfton  in  the  tower  part  of  Virginia,  and,  by 
paifing  the  Roanoke,  to  form  a  jundion  with 
the  fouthem  army.  Thefe  inilmftions  were  ac- 
companied with  an  order  from  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton for  General  Liilie  to  obey  the  mandates  of 
Earl  Comwallis,  in  Cafe  fuch  a  jun£tion  could 
not  be  made,  |0r  that  fuch  operations  in  Virginia 
did  not  tend  to  the  public  wel^e.  -Letters  were 
Ukewife  lent  to  Earl  Comwallis,  declaring  the 
objed  of  the  expedition  up  James's  river ;  but 
leavij^  the  profecution  of  that  delign,  and  the 
management  of  the  troops  under  Leflie,  to  his 
lord{Bq>*8  judgment  and  abfolute  dire&ion.  The 
difiance  between  Nanfemond  in  ^Virginia,  and 

(H;  Hum  h. 
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chap;  Wynnefborough  in  South  Carolina,  the  petitions 
'"■  of  General  Leflie  and  Earl  Comwallis  in  the  be- 
ginning of  November,  did  not  promife  a  very- 
early  iunftion,  or  co-operation  by  land ;  the  lat- 
ter, therefore,  about  this  period,  made  ufe  of 
the  authority  allowed  him  by  the  commander  in 
chief,  in  defiring  the  Virginia  army  again  to  em- 
bark, and  to  proceed  firft  to  Wilmington,  and 
afterwards  to  Charles  town. 

The  fuccefe  of  the  Americans  at  Kind's  moun* 
tain,  and  the  diftance  of  Earl  Comwaliis's  army, 
prompted  many  of  the  difaffefted  inhabitants  of 
South  Carolina  again  to  violate  their  paroles,  and 
to  unite  under  a  leader  in  the  eaftem  part  of  the 
province.  Mr.  Marion,  by  his  zeal  and  abilities, 
mewed  himfelf  capable  of  the  truft  committed 
"V™.  ^°  ^^^  charge.  He  collefted  his  adherents  at  the 
The  lower  fliorteft  notice,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Black 
diiinSi.  i-iver,  and,  after  making  incuriions  into  the  friend- 
ly diftrifts,  or  threatening  the  communicationsi 
to  avoid  purfuit,  he  difliandedhis  followers.  The 
alarms  occafioned  by  thefe  infurredions  frequent- 
ly retarded  fuppHes  on  their  way  to  the  army ; 
and  a  late  report  of  Marion's  ftrength  delayed  the 
iun£lion  of  the  recruits,  who  had  arrived  from 
New  York  for  the  corps  in  the  country.  The 
64th  regiment  of  infantry  was  ordered  to  Nelfon's 
ferry  from  Charles  town,  and  direftions  were  gi- 
ven to  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  pafs  the 
Wateree  to  awe  the  infurgents.  Earl  Cornwallis 
was  imprelTed  with  an  idea  that  the  Americans 
had  a  delign  upon  Camden :  llie  report  of  the 
advance  of  General  Morgan  towards  the  head  of 
Lynche's  creek,  with  Colonel  Walhington's  ca- 
valry, and  a  body  of  continental  in£uitry,  toge- 
ther with  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  Marion's 
force,  gave  plaufibility  to  the  fuppofition.  The 
fituation  and  importance  of  the  magazine  caufed 
early  jealoufy  and  immediate  attention.  The 
light 
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Hg^t  troops,  however,  on  their  arriv&l  at  Camden,  CHAP, 
found  no  reafon  to  expe£l  an  attack  from  Gene-      lU- 
ral  Morgan,    and    Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton 
thought  the  opportunity  favourable  to  commence  ^j^jj^,^, 
an  expedition  againft  Marion.  bcr. 

Earl  CoTDwaltis  approving  (a)  the  defign,  the 
light  troops  (I)  marched  down  the  bank  of  the 
Wateree.  According  to  the  reports  of  the  coun- 
try, General  Marion  s  numbers  were  hourly  in- 
cr^mg,  which  induced  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarle- 
ton to  move  his  corps,  for  a  fliort  time,  in  a  very 
compa£b  body,  left  the  Americans  fliould  gain  any 
advantage  over  patroles  or  detachments :  But  as 
foon  as  he  found  the  account  of  numbers  exag> 
gerated,  and  that  the  enemy  declined  an  engage- 
ment, he  divided  his  corps  into  feveral  fmall  par- 
ties, publifhing  intelligence  that  each  was  a  pa- 
trole,  and  that  the  main  body  of  the  King's  troops 
had  countermarched  to  Camden.  Notwithfland- 
ing  the  divifions  fcattered  throughout  the  country, 
to  irapofe  upon  the  enemy.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton  took  care  that  no  detachment  fliould  be 
out  of  the  reach  of  aiMance ;  and  that  the  whole 
formed,  after  duflt  every  evening,  a  folid  and  vi- 
gilant corps  during  the  night.  This  ftratagem 
had  not  been  employed  more  ttun  three  days  be- 
fore General  Marion  was  on  the  poipt  of  falling 
a  facrifice  to  it.  He  advanced  on  die  loth,  before 
day,  with  five  hundred  militia,  to  attack  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Tarleton,  (who  had  notice  of  his  ap- 
jHToach)  and  arrived  within  two  miles  of  his  poft ; 
whoi  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Richardfon  difco- 
vered  to  him  his  mifconception  of  the  BritiOi  force. 
Tarleton,  unable  to  account  for  the  flow  ad- 
vance of  the  Americans,  difpatched  an  officer 
with  a  few  men  to  find  out  the  caufe,  who  foon 
obtained  information  Jiow  the  project  was  betray* 

(1)  Id  note  G.  (I;  Nmc  L 
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C  H  A  P.  ed,  which  had  already  caufed  Marion  to  retreac 
^^  with  confufion  and'  rapidity.  A  purfuit  was  im- 
mediately commenced,  and  continued  for  £;ven. 
houro  through  fwamps  and  deBles  :  Some  prifo- 
ners  fell  info  the  pofTelSon  of  the  legion  dragoons, 
who  gained  ground  very  fall,  wd  muft  foozx 
have  brought  the  enemy  to  a£lk)n,  when  an  ex- 
prels  from  Earl  Cornwallis,  who  had  followed  the 
tracks  of  the  march,  recalled  Lieutenant'colo- 
nel  Tarleton. 

The  circuraftance  (K)  \^ch  occalioned  diie 
unexpected  order  for  the  light  troops  to  return 
tck  the  weftward,  was  the  failure  of  za  enterprife 
in  that  quarter,  which  made  an  opening  for  the 
advance  of  a  formidable  corps  of  Americans  into 
the  diftrid  of  Ninety  Six.  Whilft  the  BritiOi  le- 
gion and  the  light  infantry  were  employed  in 
watching  the  fecurity  of  Camden,  and  afterwards 
engaged  in  the  expedition  againil  General  Mari- 
on, Earl  ComwalUa  received  intelligence  of  the 
approach  of  General  Sumpter :  (b)  In  a  few  days 
the  information  became  particular,  in  refpc£l  to 
the  number  of  the  Americans,  and  their  pofmon: 
Thefe  neceSary  points  being  afcertaioed,  the  no- 
ble Earl  conununicated  his  defign  of  ftriking  at 
General  Sumpter  to  Major  Wemyfs,  of  die  63d 
foot,  whofe  corps  had  joined  fince  the  army  had 
been  encamped  at  Wynnefborough,  and  brou^t 
borfes  enough,  with  the  addition  of  a  fmall  fupf^y 
from  the  departments,  to  mount  a  confiderE^ls 
part  of  the  regiment :  This  body  of  mounted  in- 
fantry, with  an  ofSoer  and  forty  men,  who  were 
left  at  the  head  quarters  from  the  legicm  cavalry, 
compofed  ftrengdi  fufficient  for  the  e:^>edition, 
and  the  execution  of  it  was  committed  to  Major 
Wemyfs. 
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Oa  chjs  8th,  being  fym^d  vidi  guides,  he t^ HA?- 
J^  the  ^^riny  ia  the  erentng,  and  moved  towards      "'' 
^JA  4f^9i>:  u|e  camp  o^  G^i^al  Sumpter :  The 
n§A4fty  pf  ^e  n^rd},  or  t^e  thortneHs  of  the  dif- 
isyici^  brought  him  to  the  American  pofl  fooner 
.th^n  he  _e¥pe£^:  A  delay  till  daybreak,  which 
V9S  die  time  intoaded  for  the  attack,  he  thougitf   • 
.ivsoviM  difcover  his  defign^  and  affcu'd  the  enemy 
•u  opportunity  to  decamp.      Aftuated  by  thefc  '"ffWhiit 
x<:^4^«Uon8,  he  det^iQined  to  attempt  General "«  i3Un 
.Suinf^er*8  deOchment  without  lof^  pf  time,  and 
-biefore  ^ny  difcovery  had  been  ftiade  by  the  pa- 
jtiQl<^     At  ORS  o'clock  in  the   morning  Majqr 
Wejaay^,  at  the  bead  of  bv  corps,  diarged  the 
-picket,  'when,  out  of  five  fltot?  ^hich  were  fired, 
two  tCK^  place  in  the  arm  and  kiiee  of  the  ^tifli 
.ocMUSi^ndibg  officer ;  This  event  rendered  the  fur- 
jvife  ufielefs ;  and  G«^ral  Suinpter  owed,  per- 
:h8^»  hi«  own  a^  ttie  fafety  <^  his  people  to  thj- 
jKP^njd  misfortune  (f(  t^or  Wemyfc.    The  fe- 
CPlKl.-io  comofi^d  not  bf^g  fully  acquainted  with 
,&e  pUifi  fffeyioiw  to  the  accident  of  his  fupericjr 
jCtSicer,  was  u  a  lof«  how  to  proceed ;  which  {U(e 
ctf  uncortain&y  ^ve  Sumpter  time  to  recover  his 
'.psQple  from.coDfufioh*  and  make  a  handfome  re- 
treat.    Tlie  grkiA  had  near  twenty  officers  an(l 
jnea  killed  and  wounded.     The  AJBoeric^  com- 
-maader  pubUfhed  exa^erated  accounts  of   the 
-adfeir,    pafled  the  ftroad  .river  to  join  Colonels        ^^ 
.Clarke  and  Brannen,  and,  thus  reinforced,  threa-n>o*nta< 
itened  the  diftriaof  Ninety  Six.  r/a^""*" 

Although  ^e  light  troops  had  made  a  laborious 
'.nvrofa  ,of  twenty -tour  miles,  through  a  very  diffi- 
.cuU  country,  they  returned  ten  miles  the  fan^e 
^evening  the  espreft  arrived  from  Earl  Cornwallis. 
When  tbsy.r^tcbed  Singleton's  mills,  on  the  i  xtb, 
they  found  that  their  late  expedition,  though  not 
completed  to  their  withes,  lutd  uken  very  ddir- 
ajale  effe&  The  militia  flocked  to  Lieutenant- 
N  colonel 
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C  H  A  P.  colonel  Tarleton,  and  aflured  him  of  their  friend. 
Hi.  ly  difpofitionS,  which  they  durft'not  manifeft  be- 
fore Marion's  retreat :  They  likewife  informed 
'  him,  that  the  appearance  of  the  Bricifh  troopc 
had  checked  a  revolt,  which  would  in  a  few  days 
have  become  general,  between  the  Pedee  and 
'  Santee  rivers,  and  inevitably  have  deftroyed  the 
navigation  which  fupplied  the  magazine.  Tarle- 
ton  encouraged  the  difpirited  loyaliHis,  and,  after 
adopting  fome  meafures  by  which  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Camden  would  have  early  intelli- 
gence of  any  dinger  wiiich  threatened  the  com- 
munications, he  purfued  his  march  towards 
Wynnetborough.  On  paffing  the  Wateree,  he 
received  orders  to  lead  the  bght  troops  to  Brier- 
ley's  (a)  ferry,  on  Broad  river,  where  he  wouM 
find  the  firll  battalion  of  the  71ft,  and  a  detach- 
ment  of  the  6^d  (a)  regiment.  Before  he  reach- 
ed the  ferry,  "he  received  inftrudionB  from  Earf 
Comwallis  to  pafs  the  river,  with  the  legion,  the 
light  infantry,  and  the  63d,  and  to  endeavour  to 
defeat  or  difperfe  General  Sumpter's  command, 
which  was  approaching  Ninety  Six.  Care  was 
taken  to  conceal  the  green  miiform  of  the  cavalry 
horn  the  view  of  an  enemy's  detachment,  which 
occupied  theoppofite  bank.  Hiis  precaution  was 
neceffary,  in  order  to  throw  the  Americana  oflF 
their  guard,  and  continue  their  belief  of  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  Britifli  legion,  which  Sumpter  fup- 
pofed  fUll  employed  on  an  expedition  :^ainft 
Marion.  The  appearance  of  the  63d  and  7ilt  is 
red  clothing,  tended  to  corroborate  the  enemies 
information,  and  lull  them  into  fecurity ;  which 
circmftance  bad  a  reafonable  chance  of  producing 
future  advantages  to  the  light  troops,  who  bad 
martiftMt  with  fo  much  celerity  fr<»n  the  eaftem 
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part  of  the  province,  that  no  intelligence  of  thwi*  CHAP. 
T«tum  bad  reached  General  Sumpter.  Two  pie-  UL 
ces  of  cannon  were  fired  from  Major  M* Arthur's 
quarters  on  the  edge  of  the  river,  to  difperfe  iho 
American  riflemen  on  the  oppo^te  bank,  while 
a  detachment  of  Britifli  infantry  took  poffeflion  of 
both  fhores.  At  dark,  the  cavalry  palled  at  a  ford 
fome  diilance  below  the  ferry,  and  at  ten  o'clock 
die  fame  night,  the  whole  corps  aOembled  thre« 
mil^g  beyond  Brierley's. 

Oik  the  evening  of  the  i8tb,  Tarleton  obtained 
information,  that  General  Sumpter,  with  up^ 
vards  of  one  thoubnd  men,  was  moving  toward* 
(a)  Williams'  houfe,  a  poll  occupied  by  iriendly 
militia,  fifteen  miles  from  Ninety  Six.  At  day* 
break  next  morning  the  tight  troops  direfted  their 
courfe  for  Indian  creek,  marched  all  day  with 
great  diligence,  and  encamped  at  night,  with  fe- 
crecy  and  precaution,  near  the  Ennoree.  Ano- 
dicT  day's  movement  was  intended  up  the  banks 
of  that  river,  which,  if  completed  without  dif- 
covery  would,  perb^,  give  an  opportunity  of 
defiroying  General  Sumpter's  corps  by  furprife; 
M*  certainly  would  prevent  his  accompUlhing  a 
retreat  without  the  rilk  of  an  aftion.  This  en- 
couraging hope  was  fruftrated  in  the  evening  by 
the  defertion  (b)  of  a  foldier  of  the  63d,  and  the 
American  commander  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night 
f^tained  intelligence  of  his  danger.  Tarleton 
purfued  his  march  at  dawn,  and  b«ore  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning  had  information  of  the  retreat  of 
General  Sumpter :  He  continued  his  route  to  a 
ford  upon  the  Ennoree,  where  he  expe£ted  to  gain 
liirther  intelligence,  or  perhaps  meet  the  Ame- 
ricans.  On  his  arrival  near  that  place,  he  found 
that  the  advanced  guard  and  main  body  of  th« 
enemy  had  pafied  uie  river  near  two  hours,  and, 

(■)  In  ooU  M.  (b)  in  oM«  M. 
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CHAP.  ^^  ^  detftchtnent  to  cover  tbe  rear  was  trutiaf 
III.  the  return  of  a  patrote  :  The  advanced  guu'd  of 
(he  ^tifh  dragoons  charged  this  body,  and  de- 
feated them  with  coofklerable  flau^ter.  FriHH 
prifoners  it  was  learned,  that  the  ifudden'moTe- 
ment  of  the  Americans  was  owin^  to  the  trea- 
chery of  the  ddert^,  by  vhofe  informatiofi  Ge- 
neral Sumpter  had  fortunately  efcaped  an  uaex- 
]>e£ted  attack*  and  had  now  the  option  to  ^lit  or 
retire. 

Though  ^eatly  fuperior  in  number,  he  did  hot 
.wajt  die  approach  of  the  Britifli,  bat  by  a  ra|»d 
fnarch  endeavoured  to  crofs  the  rivers  in  his  rear  $ 
beyond  which,  if  prefled  to  extremity,  he  could 
difband  his  fpllowers  in  the  woods,  and  without 
great  detriment  aflemble  them  again  at  an  appoint- 
ed quarter  to  the  northward  of  the  Pacolet.  The 
jnarch  already  made  by  the  Britifli  infantry,  he 
imagined  muft  foon  render  them  unable  to  keep 
jut>  with  the  cavalry ;  which  circumftance,  beflat- 
lered  hunfetf,  would  impede  the  advance  of  Lieu- 
-tenant-colonel  Tarleton,  or,  at  the  wbrft,  produce 
'  only  a  partial  engagement.  Influenced  by  fndi 
refieftionst  he  continued  an  indefatigable  raardiy 
which  Mras  followed  without  intennifGon  by  the 
firitifli.  Tarleton,  unwilling  to  divide  his  corps, 
end  rifle  an  action  againft  a  great  fuperiority  widt 
his  dragoons  and  the  63d,  prefled  forward  his 
light  and  legion  infantry,  and  three  pounder,  in  a 
compa£l  body,  till  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ; 
at  which  time  it  became  evident,  that  the  enemy 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  pafling  unmolefled 
iheTyger  river  bdbre  dark,  if  he  did  not  alter  his 
difpofition :  He  therefore  left  his  legion  ami  li^ 
infantry,  1x^0  had  made  meritorious  exertions 
during  the  whole  day,  to  march  on  at  theil-  own 
pace,  whilft  he  made  a  r^id  purfuit  w^  one 
hundred  and  feventy  cavalry  of  the  legion,  and 
icih  Vo-  eighty  mounted  men  of-  the  64d.  Before  five 
'"*"•     •  ^  o'clock 
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o*dotk  die  admiced  guard  chirged  a  detachment  CHAP. 
tf  the  Americatts>  who  pvc  ground  aAer  ibme  lofs^      '^ 
and  retreated  to  the  main  body.    Sampter  nov    ' 
(tifcorered,  that  he  could  not  with  fiifety  iimnediw 
atdy  attempt  to  pafs  the  Tyger,    and  that   the 
ground  which  he  [k>flefled  on  its  banks  gave  him 
a  &vourable  opportunity  to  refift  the  effbru  of  the 
caTah7.    Regular  information  of  his  being  preSed 
at  tlm  period  by  the  mounted  part  of  Tarleton'c 
corps  had  been  commimicated  to  him ;  which,  , 

vidiont  fuch  report,  he  mi^  hare  calcinated  hj 
&e  diftance  and '  duration  of  the  movement :  A  ' 
-wooian  (c)  on  horCdnck  had  viewed  the  tine  of 
march  from  a  wood,  and,  by  a  nearer  road,  ha4 
given  intelligence  that  the  Britifli  were  approach- 
ing without  mfantry  or  cannon. 

Decided  by  thefe  confiderations,  the  American 
commander  prepared  for  adion,  and  made  a  judi- 
cious difpo&tion  of  hii  force :  He  pofted  the  cah- 
ter  of  his  troops  in  fome  faoufes  and  out-houfci, 
compofcd  of  logs,  and  fitdated  on  the  middle  of 
aa  eminesce  ^  he  extended  his  right  along  Ibine 
tails,  which  were  tanked  by  an  inacceffible  moua- 
Aain  i  and  he  diftributedhislefton  a  rugged  piece 
of  ground  that  was  covered  by  a  bend  of  the  rf- 
ver  i  a  fmall  branch  of  water  ran  in  front  of  the 
whole  rifing  ground,  which  was  called  Blackftock's 
hill :  The  great  road  to  the  ford  acrofs  the  river 
pafled  through  the  center  of  the  Americans,  and 
ct(^  to  the  doors  <^  houles  ^ere  the  main  body 
were  ftationed.  The  wiiole  pbfition  was  vifible, 
owing  to  the  elevation  of  the  ground,  and  this 
formidable  amiearance  made  Tarleton  halt  upon 
the  oppoftte  height,  where  he  intended  to  remain 
quiet  till  his  inrantry  and  three  pounder  arrived : 
To  encourage  the  enemy  to  do  the  fame,  he  dif-  Aaioa  m 
mourned  tine  63d  to  take  poll,  and  part  of  the  ca-  n||^^^ 

(c)  !■  BMC  M. 
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CHAP,  valry  to  eafe  their  horics.  Sumpter  obferving  thit 
HI.  operation,  ordered  a  body  of  four  hundred  Ame- 
ricans to  advance,  and  attack  the  6id  in  front, 
whilft  another  party  apptoadied  the  ^goons  in 
flank.  A  heavy  fire  and  (harp  confliA  enfaed  : 
The  63d  charged  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  drove 
the  enemy  back ;  and  a  troop  of  cavalry,  under  - 
Lieutenant  Skinner,  bravely  repulfed  the  detach- 
ment which  direatened  the  dank.  The  ar- 
dour of  the  63d  carried  than  too  far,  and  ex- 
pofed  them  to  a  confiderable  fire  from  the  build- 
ings and  the  mountain.  Though  the  mider> 
taking  appeared  hazardous,  Lieutenant-colond 
Tarleton  determined  to  charge  the  enemy's  center 
with  a  column  of  dragoons,  m  order  to  cover  the 
63d,  whofe  fituation  was  now  b^ome  dangerous. 
The  attack  was  condufted  with  great  celerity,  and 
was  attended  with  immediate  fuccels.  llie  ca- 
valry foon  reached  the  boufes,  and  broke  the  Ame- 
ricans, who  from  that  inftant  began  to  difperfe : 
The  63d  immediately  rallied,  and  daiknefs  put  an 
end  to  the  engagement.  A  purfuit  acrofs  a  river, 
with  a  few  troops  of  cavalry,  and  a  fmall  body  of 
infantry,  was  not  adviiidile  in  the  night }  a  pofk 
tion  w^s  therefore  t^ken  adjoining  to  the  field  of 
battle,  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the.  Tight  ^ind  legion 
infantry. 

An  exprefs  was  fent  to  acquaint  Earl  Cornwallis 
with  the  fuccefs  of  his  troops,  and  patrotes  were 
difpatched  over  the  river  at  dawn,  to  diicover  if 
any  part  of  the  enemy  remained  in  a  body :  Intel- 
ligence was  foon  brought  acrofs  the  Tyger,  rtiat 
the  corps  was  entirely  difperfed,  except  a  party  of 
fine  hundred,  who  remained  in  a  compaft  ftate. 
In  order  to  attack  General  Sumpter,  who  was 
wounded  in  the  action.  This  news,  and  fome  ni> 
mours  of  approaching  reinforcemtots,  impelled 
J-ieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  follow  tfie  advan- 
tage, by  puifuing  the  fugitives;  which  would  pre. 
v?nt 
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vent  didr  rallying  to  aOift  their  friends,  if  the  re-  c  H  A  9. 
port  was  true  coQcerqi^  their  advance.    Accord-     HI. 
ingly,  leaving  a  guam  to  proted  tV  wounded, 
he  j^ain  commenced  hia  march ':  llie  men  who 
bad  remained  with  their  general  fince  his  inisfor- 
tiine,  upon  hearing  of  the  approach  of  the  Bri- 
.  tiih,  placed  him  in  a  litter  between  two  horfes,  and 
difpened  through  the   woods.     After  a  toilfome 
puxluit  of  three  days,  in  which  a  few  ftraggters 
yveze  fecured,  intelligence  was  received  that  Ge- 
neral Sumpter  had  been  conduced  acrofs  the 
country  by  &ve  faithful  adherents,  till  he  was  out 
of  danger.    Tarleton  upon  receiving  this  news, 
and  having  no  farther  information  of  an  advancing 
enemy,  retired  flowly  to  Blackftock's, 

Three  of  the  enemy's  (d)  colonels  fell  in  the 
a&ioD,  and  general  Sumpter  received  a  fevere 
wound  in  the  Ihoulder.  Upwards  of  one  hundred 
Americans  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  Bfty 
were  nuide  prifoners.  On  the  fide  of  the  Britiih, 
lieutenants  Gibfon  and  Cope,  of  the  63d,  were 
killed ;  and  Lieutenant  Money,  aid-de-camp  to 
Earl  CornwalUs,  who  had  commanded  the  detach- 
ment of  mounted  in&ntry,  with  great  gallantry^ 
was  mortally  wounded:  Another  officer  of  the 
63d,  and  two  fubaltems  of  the  Britifli  legion  wer^ 
Hkewife  wounded.  The  former  corps  bad  alfo 
thirty,  and  the  latter  fifteen,  non-conuniffioned 
officers  and  men,  with  thirty  horfes,  killed  and 
wounded. 

General  Sumpter  made  proper  ufe  of  the  good 
fortune  which  had  manifefted  itfelf  in  his  favour 
previous  to  the  aftion  ;  and  if  he  had  waited  in 
his  ftrong  pofition  at  Blackfl:ock's  till  dark,  with- 
out advanong  a  corps  to  attack  the  63d,  and  the 
cavalry,  he  might  have  withdrawn,  in  all  probab;- 
Uty,  without  bjs  adverfaries'  knowledge  ;  but,  be 
vould have  been  completely  proteftedin  the  ope* 
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Cti  A  t.  tx&biii  eiea  if  Aey  1^  nodte  ef  his  intentJotA  ; 
III.  owmg  to  the  fiipenorMr  dtf/U  numbers,  and  the 
advantages  he  derived  from  the  fituation'  of  Ure 
^tind,  and  the  river ;  irhlcb  coald  not  be  ap- 
proached, after  dark,  by  the  BritiQi,  till  the  li^ht 
and  legion*  infentry  arrived ';  prcviod!  to  which 
event,  the  ftiain  ^uard  of  the  Americans  laigltt 
certainly  haire  pafled  the  Tyger.  TTie  light  troops 
made  very  greatexertions,  to'btingGeneTalSuinp- 
ter  to  action,  and  the  hazard  Incnrred  by  the  ca- 
valry, and  63d,  vas  compenTated  by  the  complete 
dilperfion  of  the  enemy. 

A  letter,  (L)  which  had  ari-ivedat  Blackftock*s, 
from  Earl  Corm^allis,  direfted  Lieutenant^:olonel 
Tarleton,  oh  hrS  return  from  the  put-fult,  to  re^ 
fnairi  fotne  time  in  diat  quarter  of  South  Carolina  $ 
in  order  to  give  fJroteftion  to  Ninety  Six,  to  op- 
^fea  corps  of  mountaineers  which  was  expeSed, 
ind  to  aftbrd  feciirity  to  the  loydifts,  whilft  they 
attempted  to  aflemble  ind  form  a  refpe£blble  bo- 
dy. Mr.  Cudningbam,  a  man  of  ff)ii-it  and  coti- 
flufl,  who  was-  appointed  Brigadier-general  of 
militia,  adopted  Judicious  meafures  to  encourage 
the  weil-affefted  of  thfe  inhabitants.  At  the  end 
tofthe  month,  it  wis  (Evident,  that  the  report  con- 
ceriiing  the  motmtainetfrs  Was  erroneous,  and  that 
"there  was  no  iftwhiidiatt  dangerro  be  apprehended 
'on  that  bordet-  of  the  province.  Thefe  favourable 
'circumftanees  induced  Tarleton,  afttr  refreflxinfe 
.his  horfes  with  the  forage,  wliich  this  diftHn 
■'abundantly  fupplied,' to  return  by  flow  marches, 
with  his  dragoons  and  infantry,  who  wanted  many 
necefTaries  and  appointments,  towards  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Broad  river,  whence  he  could  have 
a  ihore  direS  communication  With  the  magazitte 
on  the  frontier,  and  wilt  Charles  town. 
About  this  time,  the  American  force  in  North 


64Ki&ia  affiuttect  a  toiertble  ^ptfatance.  Geiie*  CHAP. 
lU  Gates  bad  advabeed  from  HiUftiorot^h  in  the  'I'- 
middle  of  November,  to  reinforce  the  detach' 
■Khts  OB  the  Ya&ia  ;  and  cm  the  25tfa,  he  agayi  &<"<  .of  i^ 
Boved  forwards  with  the  continentals  and  militia,  iro^'* 
to  Stx-'inile  run,  where  he  was  Joined  bj  Colonels 
"White,  WaflungtoQ,  and  Anoiuid,  with  two  buB' 
dred  cavalry,  iai  two  pieces  of  cannon.  This 
pofition  was  not  far  diilant  from  the  Irtmtier  of 
South  Carolina,  and  was- adopted  in  order  to  give 
ipirit  and  vigour  to  the  militia.  The  American 
^otnioander  publi&ed  rqiorts,  that  he  would  ad- 
▼uKc  tt  the  Tuckafeege  ford»  to  protect  the  de- 
tscbaBBts  which  invaded  Ninety  Six  j  and  that 
General  Stnallwood  would  remam  with  a  power- 
fill  corps  at  Sixtmile  run,  tt^hicb,  in  cafe  of  any 
tDoveviem:  of  Lord  Comwallis  acrois  Broad  river, 
would  incline  towards  the  head  of  Black  creek,  ta 
ghre  ftrength  and  inBtience  to  Marion,  wb<^  in 
coD&^jence  of  foch  afliftance,  might  be  able  to 
^idtiioy  the  commtmicatums  betweoi-Camden  and 
Chatrlistomi. 

.  Jn  "Ab  beginnif^  of  December,  General  Mor> 
^gan  nOA  Colonel  Waflongton,  with  fome  continen- 
■ttd  liriit  iniantry  and  cavalry,  advanced  through 
:^ak.W»dxws  to  Hanging  rock  ;  jirom  which  plaoe 
Aef  detached  a  threatening  fiUnm<»ii  to  Colonel 
ft.Bgetey,  who  comnuoded  the  militia  of  the  Cam- 
deo  diftrift,  and  was  polled  with  one .  hundred 
men  at  hit  own  houib,  where  fome  defences  had 
been  ereSed.  Rugdey  being  intimidated  by  the  . 
fmnitums,  and  die  appearance  of  the  Americans, 
who  placed  the  refembbuice  of  a  camion  oi^ftte 
bis  houfe,  furrendered  to  the  light  dragoons,  witfa- 
oat  Aring  a  Ibot.  The  continental  infantry  h^d 
not  advanced  widun.  three  miles  of  the  poll,  when 
tWs  (N)  irrefolme  commander  laid  down  his  arms. 
General  Morgan  tetreated  with  his  prifoners  to  the 
main  array,  which  about  this  time  changed  its 
leader ; 

(N)  Nate  N. 
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CHAP,  iezder  ;  General  Gates  bdng  recalled,  upMi  the 
Tlf      appointment  of  Major  General  Greene  to  iiicceed 
**'j"'"*'   lum  in  the  fouthera  department. 
r.H«iB        .Major  General  Leflte,  being  defired  in  the  be- 
ginning of  November  to  leave  Virginia,  and  jiro- 
ceed  to  the  fouthward,   was  hourly  cxpeded  at 
Charles  town.     Previous  to  his  arrival.  Earl  Cont> 
wallis  made  fome  arrangements,  irtuch  were  indiC* 
Pr««rui-   penfably  requifite,  before  the  King's  troops  again 
nu  (be  ft  fe-  invaded  North  Carolina  :  He  dire^ed  the  recruits 
Sriw!!^  and  convalefcents  to  join  their  regiments  ;  He  or- 
Caiciioi.    dered  all  deficiencies  of  arms,  appointments,  and 
neceflaries,  to  be  replaced  ;  He  prepared  proper 
fupplies,  to  attmd  the  march ;  and  he  adoj^ed  ju- 
dicious precautions  for  the  fecurity  of  the  frontier. 
In  a  Oiort  time,  numbers  llrengthened  each  corpg 
and  regiment  of  the  army  :  Above  one  hundred 
and  fifty  (a)  joined   the  light  troops :  Deficien- 
cies of  arms  and  neceflaries    were  completed : 
Many    horfes     were    colleded,    and    purchaf- 
ed  for  the  cavalry  :  And  the  magazine  at  CaIt^• 
den  was   confiderably  increafed.    Colond  Lord 
'Rawdon  was  requefted  to  take  the  pre&nt  com- 
mand of  that  place,  and  the  future  diredioB  a£ 
the  frontier,  when  the  army  advanced.    Hie  for- 
tiBcalions  at  Camden  began  to  be  refpedabie : 
Utenfils,  ammunition,  and  cannon,  were  coQTey- 
ed  thither,  and  engineers  djre&ed  the  labour  of 
the  garrifon.    The  centrical  fitoation  of  this  poft, 
-  and  the  importance  of  its  water  communicatifn, 
llrongly  manifefled  the  advantage  of  h<ddiiig  it, 
if  the  army  did  not  advance,  "and  it  became  douUy 
neceflary  (o  render  it  fonnidable,  in  cafe  fuch  an 
operation  fliould  take  place ;  that  it  might  then  be 
deemed,  by  friends  and  enemies,  the  bulwark  of 
the  province.    An  officer  of  engineers  was  fcnt  to 
Ninety  Six,  to  fuperintend  the  works,  and  every 
requifite 

MIoNm  a 
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requifite  was  fiimifhed  to  give  fecurity  to  diat  pofL  c  H  A  P. 
Redoubu,    to  ftreagthoi  the   communications,     JlL 
-were  completed,  and  the  defences  of  Geoi^  town 
Tcceived  additional  improvement. 

in  the  mean  time,  the  Americans  were  not 
idle,  in  attnnpting  to  diJlurb  die  frontier,  and 
die  interior  paru  of  the  province.  Colonels  Few 
and  Clarke  advanced  t .  Long  Cannes,  in  the  dif< 
tn€t  of  Ninety  Six,  with  an  intention  to  frighten  ' 
and  dtfperfe  the  mUitia  :  Brigadier-general  Con- 
Bingham  gave  notice  of  their  approach  to  Lieute- 
aant-colonel  Cniger,  who  fecretly  lent  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Allen,  with  a  detachment  firom  his  garri- 
-fon,  to  give  affiftance  to  fhe  loyalifts.  The  Arae* 
riauu,  Ignorant  of  this  reinforcement,  advanced 
apon  Cunningham,  who  received  them  with 
fomnefs,  and  defeated  their  projefh  Some  recent 
cffisds  of  Marion,  within  the  province,  drew  the 
mtCenti(»i  equally  of  Charles  town  and  Camden, 
lieutenant-colonel  BaUbur  direded  the  64tti  regi- 
sncDt  to  pals  the  river  Santee,  and  t;du  poft  oa 
the  eaft  of  the  communications ;  and  Lord  Raw- 
den  detached  the  mounted  infantry  of  the  New- 
Tork  volnnteers,  under  Mjaor  Coffin,  to  aflift 
Major  M'Leroth,  who  commanded  the  64^1. 
Many  ikirmifhes  took  place  without  material  lob, 
and  the  fupplies  for  the  royal  army  were  always 
BTote£led  du3Ugh  occalionally  delayed. 

Since  the  period  of  their  eflablimment,  ndtber 
Ae  encampment  at  Wynnefborough,  nor  its  com- 
inimication  with  the  magazine  at  Camden,  had 
ever  been  difturbed  or  interrupted.  Meal,  flour, 
cattle  and  forage,  were  peaceably  fupplied  by 
die  inhabitants  ;  and  the  convalefcent  and 
Jick  men  were  daily  recovenng  on  the  neigh- 
■bouring  plantations.  The  firft  battalion  of  the 
"yift  regiment  continued  to  occupy  Brier- 
ley's  ferry,  on  Broad  river,  in  order  to  cover  the 
country  between  Wynndborough  and  that  place : 
'  Tlie 
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CH  A  P.The  Tidnity  of  the  BntiOi  legion  and  light iniafi- 
III.  try  to  that  pofl:,  afforded  fupport  to  Major  M'Ar- 
tiiutf  protedion  to  the  mills  in  the  Dutch  fork, 
and  fecurity  to  all  the  diftn£b  in  the  rear.  Many 
confifcated  eftates  (b)  yielded  great  fuppUei  to  the 
royal  army>  which,  in  its  prdent  pofition,  could 
enjoy  the  greatefl  plenty,  vith  the  ftrifteft  oeco- 
nomy  of  pubhc  money. 

Before  the  middle  of  December,  Commodore 
Oayton    convoyed  a  confiderable  body  of  the 
""^rSi.  ^"*?''  troop*  to  Charles  town  :  Major  General 
^ct  u    Lellte,  on  lus  landing,  found  an  order  to  march 
^^^vth    ***  ^  frontier:  with  the  brigade  of  guards,  tfae 
mafwU- '  regiment  of  Bofe,  one  f  undred  and  twenty  ya- 
nint.       g„^  jjqJ  3  detachment  of  light  dragoons  :  The 
remainder  of  his  corps  being  deftined  to  ftrei^;tb- 
en  Camden,  and  aagment  the  gurifon  of  Charles 
town.     The  arrival  of  a  reinforcement  of  up- 
wards of  two  thoufand  three'  hundred  men,  iecm*- 
ed,  aft  this  crifu,  to  promife  the  fecure  poSeffion 
of  the  two  fontbem  provinces,  and  ^e  redudiaa 
of  North  Carolina :  wtiilft  the  offenfive  operatw 
ons  carried  on  in  Virginia  by  Brigaifier-general 
Arnold,  app^red  well  ad^ited  to  attnd  the  at- 
tention  of  that  powerful  quarter  of  America. 

(b)  haotcOb 
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NOTES 


THIRD     CHAPTER. 


(NOTE      A) 


Extras, — From  Eart  CormmUit  to  Lord  George 
Gemaittt  dated  CattideM^  Attffifl  21  j  1780. 


cn 


the  oiDrnmg  of  the  r7th  I  difpatched  pro-  HotaiaUw 


dons  to  our  friends  there  to  take  arms  and  af- 
Temble  immediately)  and  to  feize  the  moft  violent 
peopte  and  all  military  ftores  and  magazines  be- 
longing to  the  rebels,  and  to  intercept  all  ftrag- 
glers  from  the  routed  army  ;  and  I  have  promifed 
to  march  without  lofs  of  time  to  their  fupport. 
Some  necelTary  fu{^Ues  for  the  army  are  now  on 
their  way  frgm  Qiarles  town,  and  I  hope  that 
their  arrival  will  enable  me  to  move  in  a  f^ 
^ys. 


(NOTE     A.) 


OniftoiAer  .Gadfen,  lieu-  lliomas  Fergufen. 
tenant  goT«mOT.  Anthony  Toomer. 

Thomas  Farr,  late  fpeaker.  Alexander  Moultrie. 
Jacob 
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Third 

Jacob  Read. 
Richard  Hutfon. 

Edward  M'Crady. 
David  Ramfay. 

Edward  Blake. 

John  TodJ. 

Edward  Rutledge. 

George  Flagg. 
Peter  Fayffiiux 

Ifaac  Homes. 

Richard  Lulhington. 

Jofiah  Smith. 

Peter  Timothy. 

John  Parker. 

John  Edwardt. 

John  Sanlam. 

Hugh  Rutledge. 

John-Emeft  Poyas. 

John  Floyd. 

JohnBudd. 

■William  Price. 

John  Loveday.  . 

Thomas  Savage. 

Thomas  Singleton. 

Thomas  Heyward. 

Edward  North. 

WUIiam-Hazel  Gibbs. 

Jofeph  Atkinfon. 

(NOTE     C.) 

SOUTH     CAROLINA. 

By  the  Right  Henmrable  Charles  Earl  CormoallUy 

Lieutenant-general  of  Hit  Maje^'s  /arret,  isFc. 

PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS,  notwithftanding  the  moderatioa 
of  the  Britifh  govtrnment,  and  his  Majefty's  un- 
parallplled  clemency  to  thofe  of  his  deluded  Tub- 
jefls,  who,  from  a  fenfe  of  their  errore,  hare  re- 
turned to  Uieir  duty  and  allegiance,  there  are  fe* 
veral  perfons  of  property  in  this  province,  who 
obftinately  perfift  in  their  guilty  and  treafonable 
praftices,  and  are  either  in  the  fervice,  or  aOing 
under  the  authority  of  the  rebel  Congrefs  ;  or  by 
abandoning  their  plantations,  to  join  the  enemies 
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of  Great  Britam ;  or  by  an  open  avOTral  of  rebel-  mmu  m  the 
lioug  jninciples,  and  omer  notorioiu  aQs,  do  ma-  -?^ 
nifcft  at,  wicked  and  defperate  perreverance,  in  op-  "''^' 
pofing  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power  the  re-efla- 
blilhinent  of  big  Majefty's  jafl  and  lawful  autho- 
rity: And  wbereai  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  me, 
to  take  all  due  precaution  to  fecure  the  tranquility 
of  hit  Majefty's  '^vemment,  and  the  peace  and 
liberties  of  bis  faithful  and  loyal  fubje£ts  in  this 
province,  and  to  prevent  the  vickcd  defigns  of 
iiich  ill-difpofed  perfoas  at  are  above  defcribed 
from  taking  effed :  And  whereaa  it  might  be  of 
dangerous  contequence  to  fuffer  fach  perfons  to 
poflefs  and  make  ufe  of  tbeir  eftates  in  this  pro- 
vince, thereby  Fumilfaing  tbem  with  the  means  of 
carrying  on  their  malicious  and  traiterous  defigns 
more  cffcdoatly  into  ezeciftion  ;  and  as  it  like- 
wife  appears  to  me  both  juft  and  e:^dient,  that 
the  property  which  they  have  voluntarily  ftaked  in 
fupport  of  rebellion,  Ifaould  now  be  applied,  oa 
our  part,  to  defray  a  portion  of  the  ezpencet  occa- 
Honed  by  the  obftinaie  dclinqu'mcy  of  their  fac- 
tion :  I  have,  therefore,  thought  proper  to  ifliie 
this  proclamation,  to  notify  to  all  perfons  concern- 
ed, that  I  have  ordered  the  eftates  both  real  and 
pcrfonal,  in  this  province,  belonging  to  the  wicked 
and  dangerous  traitors  above  defcribed,  to  be  fe- 
queftercd ;  and  I  have  conftituted  and  appointed 
John  Gniden,  Efq;  to  be  comouffioner  to  execute 
the  porpofes  of  this  proclamation,  with  full  power 
and  authority,  on  receipt  of  an  order  or  warrant 
under  my  band,  or  the  hand  of  an  officer  com- 
nandtng  the  BritiOi  forces  in  this  province,  or  of 
the  commandant  of  Charles  town,  and  not  other- 
wife,  to  take  into  his  charge,  cuftody,  and  poflcf- 
fion,  the  cAates,  both  real  and  pcrfonal,  of 
thofe  who  -have  abandoned  their  plantaiiors 
to  ioin  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  ;    and 
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MattitoitK^^e  cftates,  botb  real  »Rd  perfoaajl,  (not  ipr 
oSJw-  <l*idcd  in  the  c»pitalBtjon  of  Charles  town)  of 
^ofe  io  the  {ervice,  or  a^ing  under  the  autbaj-ky 
-af  the  rebel  Congrers ;  and  <;f  the  edates  both  pci>> 
■feaal  and  real,  of  tbofc  perronfi,  who  by  as  ope^ 
avowal  of  rebdlious  principles,  or  by  otifir  noto- 
rious a^  do  raaoi/cA  a  wicked  anddefperace  pcr>- 
leverancc  in  oppafing*  to  the  utmoft  of  their  powr 
er,  therc-cllahlilhinent.of  His  Majcfty's  juft  aQ4 
lawful  authority.  And  the  faid  coromtOLatMr 
fliatl,  vUhJn  the  term  of  twexty-one  day?  A&cf 
execution  of  every  fuch  or^cr  or  warrant  abovo- 
aaentioned,  by  feizure  of  the  eftates  or  property 
therein  dcfcribed,  caufe  notice  thereof  to  be  p.ub- 
IHhed  in  three  fucocf&vc  ncwfpapers,  that  no  pcE- 
ibn  concerned  tQsy  pjea4  ignorance  ofthcfaiae$ 
and  the  take  term  it  allowed  for  ths  romoval  c£ 
poflcQbrs  from  tbeprcmifcs  fo  Cnznd.  And  to.ttie 
end  that  this  trnft,  c^fo  great  importance,  be  clt>. 
ly  and  faithfully  adminiftercd  for  the  public  beno- 
-fit,  I  do  hereby  llrl&ly  require  and  enjoin  that  the 
-iaid  comnuflioner  doth,  in  every  cafe  of  the  foi- 
zure  of  property,  whether  realor  perfonal^ibrth- 
-with  take  upon  thefpot,  (if  in  the  country)  in  the 
prcfcnce  of  two  perfons  adiog  either  as  field  of- 
ficers, or  captains  of  militia  under  His  Mijeft  y, 
-and  (if  in  town)  in  prcfcnce  oftwocrcdit^lcfree- 
holders,  an  exad  inventory  of  the  property  fo 
feized,  which  they  are  hereby  required  to  ^n  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  kept  and  produced  by  the  comoiif- 
fioncr,  as  a  voucher  on  the  cichibition  of  his  ac- 
■counts.  And  whereas  it.isdi^atcd  by  humanity 
and  compafTion,  that  due  and  rcafonable  confite- 
ration  be  had  for  the  families  of  traiterous  offen- 
ders, whofe  property  is  neccflarily  become  the  ob- 
ject of  this  proclamation,  1  have  authorized  and 
directed  the  laid  commiflioncr  to  pay,  for  the  fup- 
port  andmaintaoanccof  families,  conftfUng  of -ft 
wife  and  children,  one  fourth  part  of  the  neat  an- 
nuat 
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aual  pTodud  of  the   fdzed  eftates  refpeftively,  NMnioifa* 
and  one  fixth  part  wfayere  there  is  a  wife  and  no    ^'"' 
<duldren,  as  the  cafe  may  be,  provided  they  are       '^**'* 
refident,  and  continue  to  be  re^dent,  within  this 
province ;  and  the  recdpts  and  acquittances  of 
the  parties  fliall  be,  and  are  hereby  directed  to 
be,  confidered  fufficient  vouchers  to  the  faid  com- 
miJEEoner  at  the  fettlement  of  his  accounts.    And 
it  being  highly  expedient,    that  accounts  of  all 
pcrfbnal  prcfpeity,  and  of  the  iflues  and  produce 
of  all  eftates,  conlifting  of  land,  negroes,  cattle,' 
and  of  every  fpecies  of  property,  fcized  by  virtue 
of  diis  proclamation,  be  kept  in  the  moll  clear 
and  diAmd  manner  pofiible ;  I  do  hereby  dired, 
Asa.  the  faid  commiffioner  do  keep  particular  and 
Separate  accounts  of  alt  property,  real  and  per- 
icmal,  under  the  names  of  the  perfons  who  were 
fbppofed  and  acknowledged  to  be  the  proprietors 
at  the  time  of  feizure :  And  I  do  hereby  farther 
direct  and  require  the  faid  commiflioner  to  make 
up  a  general  account  of  the  expence  of  manage- 
ment, and  of  the  amount  of  the  fal^  and  difpofa! 
of  all  property  whatfoever  that  (hati  come  into  his 
bands,  which  is  to  be  laid  before  die  commandant 
and  board  of  police  of  Charles  town,  every  fix 
mondis,  or  oftener  if  it  fiiall  appear  neceffary 
and  practicable  ;  and  he  Ihall  be  thereunto  requi- 
red, during  fuch  time  as  the  laid  eftates  fliall  re- 
main under  fequeitration :  And  the  commandant 
and  board  of  police  are  hereby  direded  and  re- 
quired to  infped  the  faid  accounts  with  all  convey 
ment  difpatcfa,  and  if  they  appear  to  them  to  be 
juft  and  right,  to  grant  a  certificate  thereof  to 
the  faid  commifiioner  ;  and  the  laid  commiilioner 
is  hereby  farther  required,  upon  fuch  certificate 
being  granted,  to  pay  the  balance  arifmg  from  the 
above-defcribed  eliates  into  the  hands  of  the  pay- 
mafter  general  of  His  Majeily's  forces  or  his  dqw- 
ty,  to  be  applied  to  the  purpofe  before  mendooed, 
O  or 
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M«»itotbcor  in  any  maimer  that  may  be  dtre£ked  by  Hi* 
a^t  Maj^y*'  commiffionen  for  reftoring  peace  to 
^*"''  America,  or  the  commander  in  cmef.  And 
I  do  hereby  declare,  that  any  perfon  or 
perfons  obltrufting  or  impeding  the  faid  com- 
miflioner  in  the  execution  of  his  dun,  by  con* 
codment  or  removal  of  any  property  he  may  be 
autborifed  to  feize,  or  otherwise,  uiall,  on  convidi- 
on,  bepunilhed  as  aiding  and  abetting  rebellion; 
and  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  fliall  make  difcorery 
where  any  effe^  are  concealed,  or  attempted  to  be 
carried  away,  or  fball  give  any  neceflary  infor- 
mation to  die  faid  John  Cniden,  Eiq.  fo  that 
eSt&B  belonging  to  a  perfon  Wwfe  eftate  n 
fequeflered  may  be  fecured,  the  perfon  or  perfons 
giving  fuch  iiiiormBtiDii  fliall  be  moft  liberaUy^ 
rewarded:  And  all  officers,  civil  or  military,  and 
all  other  perfons  vAatfocver,  are  ftri^y  enjoined 
and  required  to  aid  and  afTift  the  Edd  John  Cruden 
and  his  deputies  in  the  execution  o£  the  tmft 
repofed  in  him.  And^  whereas  certain  limited 
orders  and  powers  have  been  given  by  me  to 
colonels  and  commanding  officers  of  mibtia,,  in 
fome  few  of  the  diAriAs  of  this  province,  to 
feise  the  horfes,  cattle,  negroes,  and  provifiona 
of  perfons  concerned  in  the  laft  revolt,  more  par- 
ticiHarly  defcribed  in  the  faid  orders,  and  to  apply 
the  fame,  under  certain  regulations  and  reAricH- 
ons,  to  the  indemnification  of  the  King's  loyal 
and  faithful  fubjefis  in  the  refpeftive  difbios, 
who  had  fuffered  by  the  depredations  of  the  re- 
bels: And  whereas  the  colonels  and  commanding 
officers  of  militia  were  by  the  faid  orders  direOta 
to  report  to  me,  at  the  bead  quarters  <^  the  army, 
the  property  they  fliould  feize  by  virtue  of  th« 
lame,  Reifying  clearly  its  loture  and  value,  and 
the  application  thereof  towards  the  rdief  and 
indemnity  of  His  Majefty's  Mthfiil  fubjefts  wh» 
have  fuffered  as  !£>r^aid  ;  I  do  now  hereby  re- 
require 
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quire  and  command  them,  inllead  of  rqwrtujIgKotaiotite 
to  me  their  proceedings,  as  above  direaed,  to  cSpw. 
tranfmit  to  the  commandant  of  Charles  town, 
"within  the  term  of  fourteen  days  after  the  diftri- 
budon  of  the  property  feized,  particular  accounts 
t)f  all  fuch  property  feized,  and  <^  its  application 
and  diftribution,  in  writing,  which  are  to  be 
figned  by  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of 
tb^  nnlitia,  and  by  the  twelve  men  of  the  n^agh- 
botwhood  who  condemned  the  property,  and  or- 
dered diAribution  of  the  Szme  i  and  that  they  do 
tranfmit  cxa^  du^icates  of  thci  faid  accounts, 
i^aed  ii^the  manner  above  dire&ed,  2i  the  fame 
time  to  John  Cruden,  Efq.  the  commiSoner 
named  in  this  proclamation,  to  be  lodged  in  his 
office  atChsules  town;  to  the  end  that  it  may 
jypcar  and  be  afceitaiiKd  how  the  property  feiz- 
ed,  under  the  abcve-recited  orders,  hath  been 
vf^pOed  and  diftiibuted. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  feal,  at  head  quar- 
ters, in  the  diftrid  of  Wadaw,  in  the  faid  pro- 
vince, the  fixth  day  of -S^jtenUier,  Anno  Domini 
(me  dioufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  in 
tbe  twentieth  year  of  His  Majelly's  rdgn. 

CORNWALLIS. 

By  his  lordfliip's  command, 

J.  Money,  A.  D.  C. 


O  %  (NOTE   D.) 
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Chipler, 


(NOTE     D.) 


Extraff.—From  Earl   Corrtwallit   to  Sir   Henry 
Clinton,  dated  camp  at  Wacfawy  Sept.  22,  1780. 

I  F  nothing  material  hai^ns  to  obftru£t  mj 
plan  of  operations,  I  mean,  as  foon  as  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  can  be  removed,  to  proceed  with 
the  33d,  33di  volunteers  of  Ireland,  and  legion, 
to  Charlotte  town,  and  leave  the  71A:  here  (a) 
until  the  fick  can  be  brought  on  to  w.  I  then 
mean  to  make  fome  redoubts,  and  ellablifli  a 
fixed  pofl:  at  that  place,  and  give  the  command 
of  it  to  Major  Wemris,  wbofe  regiment  is  fo  to* 
tally  demolifhed  by  licknefs,  that  it  will  not  be  fit 
for  zdxaX  fervice  for  fome  months. 


(NOTE     E.) 


Extras  e/"  a  Utter  from  Earl  ComwallU  to  Major 
FeKgu^i  found  in  the  Major's  baggage,  and 
publift^d  by  the  Americans  after  bit  deatb,  dated 
Wa^awsy  Sept,  23,  1780.  (i.) 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  ju(t  received  yours  of  the  19th,  and 
laft  night  had  the  f^sfa^ion  to  hear  from  Ueu- 
teaant-coloftel  Cruger,  that  he  had  arrived  in 
time  to  fave  Browne,  and  (b)  retaken  the  gum, 

(1)  Vid*  Rcmenbniicer,  pige  %lo,  put  ifti   1781. 

and 
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and  totally  routed  the  enemy,  who  had  retired  Kouitoiiie 
■with  great  precipitation  ;  that  the  'Indians  had  ^^^ 
purfaed  and  fcalped  many  of  them.  I  have  no 
objefUons  to  your  making  any  allowance  to  the 
muitia  you  tmnk  they  ddenre;  but  had  rather 
have  it  called  gratuity  than  pay,  even  if  it  amounts 
to  the  fame  lum.  Tarleton  (a)  is  better,  and 
was  moved  to-day  in  a  litter  ;    bis  iilnefs"— — . 

I    ftallf 

I  heard  a  report  that  a  Mwor  Davie,  who  com- 
mands a  corps  of  about  eighty  horfe  militia,  had 
marched  againll  you.     You  will  know  whether 
this  is  true  before  this  can  pofEbly  reach  you. 
I  am,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 
Major   FeijBlbii. 

P.  S.  As  fooD  as  I  have  confumed  the  provi> 
lions  in  this  fettlement,  I  fliall  march  with  as 
much  expedition  as  poffible  to  Crofs  creek.  I 
am  told  the  climate  will  be  healthy  there  by  the 
middle  of  next  month. 

BxtreH  of  a  letter  (b)  from  Major  Fer^ufon  to 
Lord  CemwaliiSf  puHfJbed  by  the  Americam. 

My  Lord, 
A  DOUBT  does  not  remain  with  regard  to 
the  intelligence  I  fent  your  lordfhip :  Th^  are 
fince  joined  by  Clark  and  Sumpter,  of  courfe  are 
become  an  objeS  of  fome  confequence.  Happily 
their  leaders  are  obliged  to  feed  their  followers 
vitb  fuch  hopes,  and  fo  to  fiatter  them  with  ac- 
counts of  our  weaknefs  and  fear,that,  if  neceflary,l 
^uld  hope  for  fuccefs  againfl:  them  myfelf ;  but, 
numbers  compared,  that  mufl  be  doubaul.    I  atn 
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MotntotLeon  my  march  towards  you  by  a  road  lea  ding  ftotn 
c^^.  Cherokee  ford,  north  of  Kin^s  moimtain.  Thrca 
or  flcRir  hundred  good  ibldiere,  part  dragoons^ 
would  imilh  the  bufinefs.  Something  muft  be 
done  fooD.  This  isthdr  laft  puih  in  this  quar- 
ter,  &c. 

PATRICi:    FERGUSON. 


(NOTE    F.) 


The  foJJowing  letters  were  pubHJbed  by 
order  of  Congrefs  : 

£xtra3  if  a  Utter  from  h'u  EKcellency  GovertMr 
y^rfon,  cf  Virpnia,  to  tie  Preftdent  of  Cengrefij 
dated  Richfittndt  Odober  15,  lySo, ^x  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

S  I  R, 
I  D  O  myfcAf  the  pteafure  of  ccnmtuladiig 
your  excellency  on  the  fmall  dawn  oi  good  fb^ 
tune  which  at  length  appears  in  the  fout£,  as  you 
will  find  by  the  difpatchee  I  have  the  honour  of 
enclofiiu;  to  you,  and  which  I  .this  monwDt  re- 
ceived from  General  Gates. 

Bnik  coint;,  PO.  tf  I7de. 

S  IR, 

1  A  M  at  prefent  about  feventy  miles  from  Sa- 
lifbury,  in  the  fork  of  the  Catawba,  with  aboU^ 
four  hundred  and  fifty  horfetnen,  in  purfuit  ot 
Colonel  Fergufon.  On  my  crofling  the  CataWba 
river,  I  difpatched  to  different  quarters  for  int^lj- 
gence,  and  this  evening  I  was  ravoured  with  ^bis 
news. 
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■iiemt,  which  you  may  dq)end(»i:  That  Colonel  Not«i  to  *■ 
Clark,  of  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  with  one  hundred  cu^. 
rifiemen,  forced  his  way  through  South  Carolina 
to  Georgia.  On  his  route  thither,  being  joined 
by  feven  hundred  men,  he  proceeded  to  the  town 
of  Augufla,  and  hastakea  it  with  a  large  quantity 
of  goods  ;  but  not  finding  it  prudent  to  continue 
there,  he  has  retreated  to  the  upper  parts  of  South 
Carolina,  in  Ninety-fix  diflri&,  and  made  a  ftand 
■with  eight  hundred  brave  men. 

This  moment  another  of  my  expre&s  is  arrived 
&om  Colonels  M'Sowell  and  Shelby  :  They  were 
on  their  march,  near  Burk  court  boufe,  with  one 
thoufiind  five  hundred  brave  mountain  men,  and 
Colonel  Qeveland  was  within  ten  miles  of  them 
with  eight  hundred  men,  and  was  to  form  a  junc- 
tion with  them  this  day.  I  expefk  to  join  them  to- 
morrow, in  purfuit  of  Colonel  Fergufon,  and, 
under  the  dire^ion  of  Heaven,  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  render  your  honour  a  good  account  of  him  in 
a  few  dayt. 

1  am,  &c. 

JAMES    WILLIAMS. 
Msj^t^Kial  Gate*. 

I£llflioTongfa,  0&.  tz,  178B. 

SIR, 
THIS  iaftant  I  recdvcd  the  great  and  glorious 
neifw  coouained  in  the  endofed  letter  irom  Briga- 
dier-General Davifon  to  General  Siunner,  who  di- 
reftly  diff*tch«i  it  to  me  by  expx^i.  We  are 
cow  more  than  even  with  the  enemy.  Tlie  mo- 
.  nent  the  fupplies  for  the  troops  arrive  from  Tay- 
lor's ferry,  I  fball  proceed  with  the  whole  to  the 
Tadkin.  General  Smallwood  and  Colonel  Morgan 
are  on«beir  way  to  that  poft }  the  latter,  with  the 
iwbt  infaatry,  was  yefterday  advanced  eighteen 
attics  beyona  Guildford  court  houfe ;  the  former, 
with 
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N«tt.ioib*wiUt  the  cavalry  lay  Uft  night  thirteen  miles  on 
jj^    this  fide  that  place.    I  defire  your  excelteticy  will 
•   forthwith  difpatch  copies  of  all  the  teners  1  now 
fend  you  to  the  Prefident  of  Congreft. 
I  am»  &c. 

HORATIO    GATES. 
GovcTDOf  JeffcrfoD. 

Camp,  Roclcj  river,  Oft.  lo,  ifBrn. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  pleafure  of  fending  you  very 
agreeable  intelligence  &om  tha  weft.  Fergufon, 
the  great  partizan,  has  mifcarried.  This  we  are 
aflured  of  by  Mr.  Tate,  who  was  major  in  Ge- 
neral Sumpter's  late  command ;  the  particulars 
6'om  that  gentleman's  mouth  -ftand  thus :  That 
Colonels  Campbell,  Cleveland,  Shelby,  Seveer, 
Williams,  Brandon,  Lacey,  &c.,  formet^  a  con- 
jund  body  near  Gilbert  town,  confifting  of  three 
thoufand  men.  From  this  body  were  feleAed  one 
thouland  fix  hundred  good  horfe,  who  immedi- 
ately went  in  purfuit  of  Colonel  Fergufon,  iHk> 
was  making  his  way  to  Charlotte.  Our  people 
overtook  him  well  polled  on  King's  mountain, 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  inftant,  at  four 
o'clock,  began  the  attack,  which  continued  fortj- 
feven  minutes.  Colonel  Fergufon  fell  in  the  ac- 
tion, befides  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  men  j 
eight  hundred  and  ten  were  made  prifoners,  in- 
cluding the  Britifh  ;  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
prifoners  are  wounded :  One  thoufand  fire  hun- 
dred ftand  of  arms  fell  into  our  bands.  Colonel 
Fergufon  had  about  one  thoufand  four  hundred 
men.  Our  people  furrounded  them,  and  the  ene- 
my furrendered. 

We  loft  about  twenty  men ;   among  whom  is 

Major  Chronicle,  of  Lincoln  county ;    Colonel 

Williams 
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Williams  is  mortally  wounded.    The  number  of  nmu  to  the 
our  wotmded  cannot  be  afcert^ed.    This  blow  chTJi^. 
will  celtainly  affeft  the  Britifh  very  confiderabty. 
The  brigade  major  who  gives  this  was  in  the  ac- 
tion.    The  above  is  true.    The  blow  is  great.   I 
give  you  joy  on  the  occaiton. 

I  am.  See. 

WILLIAM   DAVISON. 

Honouiablc  Gcnersl  Sumner. 

Camp,  Yadldn  ford,  0£t.  lo,  17S0, 
eight  o'clock  cTeaing. 


SIR, 


,  WITH  great  fatisla£tion  I  inform  you  of  the 
defeat  of  Major  Fergufon.on  King's  mountain, 
four  o'clock  Saturday  afternoon.  The  particulars 
1  enclofe  you  as  I  received  them  a  few  minutes 
ago  :*Alfo  a  letter  from  General  Davifon,  of  his 
fecuring  twenty-nine  barrels  of  powder,  which 
vere  fecreted  fome  time  fmce  near  Qiarlotte. 

I  am,  S I R, 

With  great  refpeft, 
Youi  very  humble  fervant, 

JETHRO   SUMNER. 
Gtnenl  Gttet. 

Publiflied  by  order  of  Congrefc, 

Charles  Thompson,  Sec. 


(NOTE 
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Copy  €f  a  letter  from,  Colanel  Lord  Rawdon  H  Liett^ 

tenant-colonel  Tarleten,  dated  Smitb't  ptantatias^ 
Oa.  23,  1781, 

IE?  I  AM  very  much  obliged  to  you,  my  dear 
Sir,  for  the  pains  which  you  have  taken  in  look- 
ing out  for  a  pofition  for  us.  AU  the  maps  of  the 
country  which  I  have  are  fo  vefy  inaccurate,  that 
I  muft  depend  totally  on  your  judgment :  Whilft 
I  remain  in  this  quarter,  my  principal  foird.  is  to 
communicate  readily  with  Camden  and  Ninety 
Six:  J  at  the  fame  time  that  I  ih^l  be  in  a  n^h-* 
bourhood  where  the  camp  may  be  well  fupplied. 
The  nearer  to  the  great  road  I  fhould  imagme  the 
better:  However,  1  am  not  enough  acijaaiiit- 
ed  with  that  part  of  the  country  to  decide. 
Swan's  report  appears  to  be  in  fome  degree  in- 
fluenced by  his  defire  of  getting  in  fafety  to  bis 
own  home.  Twenty  miles  v^tvrard  fiom  tbe 
crofs  roads  I  Ihoutd  think  would  remove  us  too 
fax  from  that  dire£t  communication  which  we  wiih. 
But  I  mull  repeat,  that!  fpeak  horn  maps,  in 
which  I  fufpeft  the  relative  pofidons  to  be  ill  laid 
down. 

The  fupplies  of  rum  and  other  ftores  which 
we  muft  receive  from  Cajoden,  would- make  it 
eligible  not  to  ftrike  off  too  wide  from  that  poft. 
I  mall  proceed  to  the  crofs  roads .  to-morrow, 
where  I  fhall  hope  to  hear  from  you :  But  we 
beg  that  you  will  in  the  mean  time  encourage  the 
inhabitants  to  bring  us  in  as  much  flour  and  meal 
as  p<^ible }  affuring  them  that  they  Ihall  be  punc- 
I  tually 
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mdly  paid  for  erery  thing  with  wbkh  OwT  Ivraifll  Rot**  to  iiw 
*«•="»*  <£^. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Dear  Sir,  with  great.regard. 
Tow  very  iaithfiil  fervant, 

R  A  W  D  O  N. 
Ucuu  Col.  Tutetm. 

Cepy^—Frem  Earl  Cormuallu  to  Lieutenant-colmei 
TaHetm,  dated  Wynnejboraughy  Dec.  ^h,  1780. 

Dear  Tarleton, 

A  LETTER  £rom  DeTpard  informs  us  that 
^u  haye  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel,  which 

g'vcs  me  the  greateit  &tis£i£Uon,  and  which  you 
truly  dederve;  I  am  glad  it  was  done  befoie  thejr 
kaev«f  thfi  afiair  of  the  18th,  as  it  puts  them 
^iU  in  your  debt.  I  know  nothhig  more  than 
when  I  wrote  laft.  Our  fupplies  of  allforts  very 
JcaA^.  Rebel  plundering  parties  come  within 
foim«en  miles :  their  force  on  this  fide  only  (b) 
Sumpter,  &c>  Poor  Captain  Hovenden  is  laid  up 
mdi  iever  and  ague. 

I  am,  with  the  greateft  regard. 

Moil  lincerely  yours, 

CORNWALLIS, 
Vm-  Co).  Tuleton. 


^Ktrsff. — From  Earl  Cormvallii  to  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel   TarUton^    dated   Wyntiefiiorought  Nov.    5, 

I  RECEIVED  yours  yefterday,  and  moft 

incerely  hope  you  wul  get  at  Mr.  Marion,  (a) 

1  am 
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Mom  to  the  I  am  always  fanguine  when  you  are  concerned. 
^'^  I  cannot  think  the  march  of  the  detachment  of 
"'  cavalry  on  this  fide  very  material. 

(NOTE     H.) 

Intrusions  to  the  Hon.  Major-teneral  LeJJte,  dated 
'  bead  quarterty  NewTorky  0(1.  10,  1780. 


SIR. 

YOU  will  be  pleafed  to  proceed  \rith  the 
troops  embarked  under  your  command  to  Chela- 
paakbay;  and,  upon  your  arrival  at  that  place, 
you  will  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  you  Ihall  judge 
moH  likely  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  this  expedi- 
tion} the  principal  obje^l  of  which  is  to  make  a 
diverfton  in  favour  of  Lieutenant-general  £arl 
Comwallis,  who,  by  the  time  you  arrive  there, 
will  probably  be  acting  in  the  back  parts  of  North 
Carolina.  The  information  you  fliall  procure 
on  the  fpot,  after  your  arrival  at  your  deftined 
poft,  will  point  out  to  you  the  propereft:  method 
of  accomplilhing  this.  But  froni  what  I  have  re- 
ceiveid  here,  I  fhould  judge  it  beft  to  proceed  up 
James  river  as  high  as  polfible,  in  order  to  feize 
or  deftroy  any  magazines  the  enemy  may  have 
at  Peterlburgj  Richmond,  or  any  of  the  places 
adjacent;  and  finally  to  eflablifh  a  poft  on  Eliza- 
beth river.  But  this,  as  well  as  the  direction  of 
every  other  operation,  Is  fubmitted  to  Earl  Corp- 
wallis,  with  whom  you  are  as  foon  as  poffible  to 
communicate,  and  afterwards  to  follow  all  fuch 
orders  and  directions  as  you  ihall  from  time  to 
time  receive  from  his  lordmip, 

NOTE 
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(N  O  T  E       L)  < 

Extra^  of  ef  a  letttr  from  Earl  Comwallu  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton^  dated  Camp  at  Wynnejborett^by 
Decern^  2*  ^7^0. 

COLONEL  Marion  had  fo  wrought  on  the 
minds  of  the  people,  partly  by  the  terror  of  his 
treats  and  cruelty  of  his  puniftments,  and  partly 
by  the  promife  of  plunder,  that  there  was  fcarcely 
an  inhabitant  between  the  Sentee  and  Fedee,  that 
was  not  in  arms  againft  us.  '  Some  parties  had 
even  croffed  the  Santee,  and  carried  terror  to  the 
gates  of  Charles  town.  My  hrft  objed  was  to 
reinitate  nutters  in  that  quarter,  without  which 
Camden  could  receive  no  fupplies.  I  therefore 
fent  Tarleton,  who  purfued  Marion  for  feveral , 
days,  obliged  his  corps  to  take  to  the  fwamps,  and' ' 
by  convincing  the  inhabitants  that  there  was  a 
^wer  filperior  to  Marion,  who  could  likewife 
reward  and  punifli,  fo  fir  checked  the  infurre^- 
on,  that  the  greateft  part  of  them  have  not  dared 
to  a[^ar  in  arms  againft  us  fince  his  expedition. 

• 


(N  O  T  E     K.) 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Earl  Cornwallts  to  Lieutenant- 
colonel  TarletoTty  dated  Wynnejborou^hy  November 
9,  1780. 

Dear  Tarleton, 

MAJOR  Wemyfs  attacked  Sumpter  at  Fifli 

Dam  at  one  o'clock  this  morning,  contrary  to  his 

[^,  which  was  to  wait  untiU  'day  light;  the 

confe- 
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Nwcto  iht  conrequencc  is,  that  Wemyfs  U  wonnde4and  left* 
c^M  '•"**  about  twenty  men :  Lieutenant  Hovenden  is 
wounded,  but  I  believe  the  legion  has  not  loft 
much — Muft  beg  of  you  to  return  immediate* 
ly,  leaving  ibme  horfes  for  mouBting  men  at 
Camden.  I  am  under  the  greateft  anxiety  for 
Ninety  Six,  and  truft  you  will  lofe  notimc  in  re- 
turning to  mc. 

I  am, 

Tours  fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 

LicutcKot- colonel  Tairkton. 


Extract. — From  Earl  Comwaltit  tt  ZJattenani-ev- 

lonel  TarUtoHy  dated  Wynnijbtr^t^bt  Nrveaiier 
10,  1780. 

vy  YOU  will  have  received  my  ietter  of  yef- 
terday,  fiflce  which  we  have  intdtigence  that 
Sumpter  has  .pafied  the  Broad  Rtver,  ud  joined 
Clarke,  Brannen,  &c.  They  talk  of  expe^ing 
ibme  of  the  mountaineers ;  as  they  have  excclkne 
■ctrfes  we  cannot  hurt  them  ;  and  unlcfs  they  re- 
ceive fome  check,  they  will  be  very  troublefomc. 
The  63d  are  well  mounted  for  infantry,  and  may 
occahonally  ride  in  your  train,  they  behaved 
vaftly  well,  out  of  five  fliots  which  were  fired 
from  the  picket,  one  broke  Wemyfs'  arm,  and 
another  his  knee,  the  command  then  devolved  to 
a  young  lieutenant,  who  knew  nothing  of  (be 
plan,  or  the  ground,  or  the  force  of  the  enemy, 
and  all  was  confufion.  After  what  I  have  fald,'  I 
am  fure  I  may  depend  on  your  jfting  for  the  bcft, 
on  the  gener^  plan  of  the  welfare  of  the  army. 

ExtraSt^ 
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BxtraH^tF'Frm  Earl  CortLwallit  ie  Litutenatu^k.  Hoaitoth. 

He/  Tarletortt  datedWynnefinrgag'bj  Nowmitr  1 1,     fU'' 

ic?  I  SEND  duplicates  of  my  two  laft  letters, 
as  I  ordered  one  of  the  esprcflJes  to  return  imme- 
diatchr,  and  be  ig  not  yet  come  -,  I  am  appreben- 
five  lome  accident  may  bave  happened  to  bim. 
The  enemy  declare  their  intention  of  going  to 
Ninety  Six;  I  have  fent  M*Artbur  with  the  ift 
battalion  (a)  of  the  y_  i  ft,  and  the  63d  under  Money 
toStnrar's  ferry :  I  wifli  you  would  get  three  legioni, 
and  divide  yourfclf  into  three  parts :  We  can  do 
BO  good  without  you,  I  truft  to  your  coming  im- 
mediately, unlefs  you  fee  fometbing  more  mate- 
mlly  preffing. 


(NOTE    L.  ) 


Copy  if  aimer  from  Earl  Cornwaili!  to  Liemetuatt- 
colonel  Tarleton,  dated  Wynnejbarougbt  November 
22,  1780. 

ttS"  My  Deajl  Tarljton, 
I  MOST  heartily  wifli  you  joy  of  your  Aiccefs : 
But  wifli  it  bad  not  coft  you  lo  much  ;  I  have  or- 
dered M*Arthur  to  proceed  to  Galley's  ford  on  En- 
noree,  and  to  wait  for  your  orders  with  his  batta- 
lion, fending  on  the  baggage  with  a  captain  and 
fifty  men :  ff  you  fliOuld  want  him  it  will  make 
but  little  delay  ;  if' not,  it  will  fave  him  a  long 
march.  I  have  fent  Stewart  to  affift  y<>ur  wound- 
ed ;  I  am  happy  to  faejtr  that  Money  is  in  bo  dan- 
ger ;  I  rood  fmcerely  rejoice  in-  your  efcue,  at 
well  oh  my  own  accouat,  as  on  that  of  your 
country  ; 
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jjoiMwihtcoujjtjy .  That  fuccefa  and  eray  happineft  may 
iu^v.  attend  you,  is  the  fincere  wifh 

Of  your  mod  faithful 

And  affectionate  Mend, 

CORNWALLIS. 


ti^'  If  you  hear  of  Campbell,  or  any  force  ad- 
vancing, you  need  not  hurry  yourfelf.  In  fltort, 
I  leave  all  to  your  difcretion ;  you  know  die  im- 
portance of  putting  the  diftrift  of  Ninety  Six  into 
a  ftate  of  fecurity,  and  will  afl:  accordingly :  You 
will  make  any  requiiitions  you  pleafe  to  Cmger, 
either  from  co-operation  from  him,  or  afliftanceof 
militia,  which  is  now  under  the  diredion  of  Cun- 
ningham, Brigadier-general  of  the  militia  of  the 
diftrid,  and  ^¥hich,  I  hope,  will  do  better  than  it 
has  lately  done. 

I  have  a  letter  from  L— — ,  who,  onthefirft 
application,  complies  with  our  wifhes :  1  will  not 
tire  you  with  a  repetition  of  my  obligations  to 
you  i  I  trull  you  will  find  that  I  fhall  never  forget 
tbem.  Pray  exprefs  my  thanks  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms  to  the  officers  and  men  under  your  com- 
mand. 

Extrad. — From  Earl  CormaalUs  to  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton,  dated  Wynnefiorougby  Novem- 
ber 23,  eiiht  o*clock  P.  M. 

CJ I  HAVE  no  doubt  but  your  viftory  will  be 
attended  with  as  good  confequences  to  our  affairs 
as  it  is  with  honour  and  credit  to  yourfelf;  I  fliall 
be  very  glad  to  hear  that  Sumpter  ^  in  a  condi- 
tion 
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tioB  to  give  US  Qo  ferthar  trouble;  he  certainly  no««.  K„hfc 
has  been  our  greateft  plague  in  this  couatrr.  ■  "^Wid 


(NOTE     M.) 


ExtraSl. — From  Earl  Com-waliis  to  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
toitf  dated  Camp,  at  Wynnejiorough,  December 
3.   1780- 

SUMPTER  having  pafled  the  Broad  river,  and 
joiaed  Brannen,  Clark^&c.  1  detached  Major 
M* Arthur  with  the  ift  npaiion  of  the  7iit,  and 
the  63d  regiment,  after  having  fent  my  aid-de- 
camp. Lieutenant  Money,  to  take  the  command 
of  it,  to  Brierley's  ferry,  on  Broad  river,  in  order 
to  cover  our  mills,  and  to  giye  feme  check  to  the 
enemy's  march  to  Ninety  ouc.  At  the  fame  time 
I  recalled  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  from  the 
low  country.  Tarleton  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  pafs 
not  only  the  Wateree,  but  the  Broad  river^uth- 
out  General  Sumptw's  being  apprised  of  itfRrho 
having  increafed  his  corps  to  one  thoufand,  had 
paffed  the  Ennoree,  and  was  on  the  point  of  at- 
tacking our  hondretd  militia  at  Williams'  (a)  houfe 
fifteen  miles  from  Ninety  Six,  aod  where,  I  be- 
lieve, he  would  not  have  met  with  much  refift- 
aace.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  would  have 
{urpTixfid  him  on  the  fouth  of  Ennoree,  had  not  a 
deferter  of  (b)  the  63d  pven  notice  of  his  march : 
He,  however,  cut  to  pieces  bis  rear  guard  in  paff- 
ing  that  river  ;  and  purfued  his  mam  ^>ody  with 
fuch  rapidity,  that  he  could  not  pafs  the  Tyger, 
and  was  obliged  to  hab  on  a  very  Urong  pofuion, 
at  a  place  called  Blackftock's,  clofe  to  it ;  Tarle- 
ton hzd  with  him  only  his  cavalry,  and  the  6^d 
mounted,  his  infantry  and  a  three  pounder  being 
P  feverai 


aiO  CAMPAIGNS  OF  I780  AND  I781  IN  THE 

W't^^t^feveral  miles  behind.  The  enemy  not  being  able 
Cbiptcr.  to  retreat  with  fafety,  and  bein^  informed  of 
Tarleton's  approach  and  want  of  infantry,  by  a 
woman  (c)  who  pafled  him  on  the  march,  and 
contrived  by  a  nearer  ibad  to  get  to  them,  were 
encouraged  by  their  great  fuperiority  of  nmnbers, 
and  began  to  fire  on  the  63d,  who  were  difinount- 
cd.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  to  fave  them 
from  confiderabte  lofs,  was  obliged  to  attack,  al- 
though at  fome  hazard,  and  drove  the  enemy  with 
lofs  over  the  river :  Sumpter  was  dangeroufly 
wounded,  three  of  (d)  their  colonels  killed,  and 
about  one  and  twenty  men  killed,  wounded,  or 
taken.  On  our  fideAout  fifty  were  killed  and 
'  wounded.  Lieutenanr  Gibfon  and  Cope,  of  the 
63d,  were  amongll  the  former,  and  my  aid-de- 
camp. Lieutenant  Money,  who  was  a  moft  pro- 
mifmg  officer,  died  of  his  wounds  a  few  days  af- 
ter. Lieutenant-colaBel  Tarleton,  as  foon  as  he 
had  taken  care  of  his  wounded,  purfued  and  dif- 
perfed  the  remaining  part  of  Sumpter's  corps  : 
and  then,  having  aflembled  fome  militia,  under 
M^Cunningham,  whom  I  appointed  brigadier 
general  of  tne  militia  of  that  diftrtd,  and  who 
has  by  far  the  greatell  influence  in  that  country, 
he  returned  to  Broad  river,  where  he  at  prefent 
remains ;  as  well  as  Major  M* Arthur,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Brierley's  ferry. 

It  is  noteafy  for  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to 
add  to  the  reputation  he  has  acquired  in  this  pro- 
vince ;  but  the  defeating  one  thoufand  men,  ^fl- 
ed on  very  ftrong  ground,  and  occupying  log 
'  houfes,  with  one  hundred  and  ninety  cavalry  and 
dghty  infantry,  is  a  proof  of  that  fpirit  and  thofe 
talents  which  mult  render  the  moil  eflential  fer- 
vices  to  his  country.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton 
commends  much  the  good  behaviour  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  his  command ;  and  he  parti- 
cularly mentions  Lieutenant  Skinner,  of  the  i6th 

regi- 
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g^ment  c^  infantry,  who  does  duty  with  the  le-  Houttotb* 
gion,  as  having  diftinguilhed  himfel£  ^L. 


(NOTE    N. ) 


£xtraff.—frm  Earl  ComwaiUt  to  Litutenant'C^ 
««/  Tarlttm,  dattd  Wynnefimwgb,  Dee.  Afb, 
1780. 

«5"  RUGELEY  will  not  be  made  a  brigadier. 
He  fniTendered  without  firing  a  ihot*  himfelf  and 
one  hundred  and  three  rank  and  file,  to  the  ca> 
vahy  only :  A  deferter  of  Morgan's  affures  us  that 
the  in£uitry  nerer  came  within  three  miles  of  the 
houfe.  I  wiffa  you  to  try  all  you  can  about  iatel- 
l%ence. 


(  N  O  T  E    O,  ) 

Extra£l.>—From  Earl  CormoaUis  to  Lieufetiant'Coh- 
tctiel  Tarletm,  dated  Wyrniefborougb^  Dec.  i$tb, 
1780. 

tc^  IF  it  Ihouldhappen  that  any  of  your  foraging 
parties  ihould  go  to  any  of  the  fequeftered  (b)  et 
tates  on  which  a  deputy  of  Mr.  Cruden'i  may  be 
placed,  you  will  dired  your  officer  to  make  appli- 
cation to  that  deputy  for  the  forage,  and  give  him  . 
the  receipt. 

I  have  no  material  intelligence,  and  I  am  forry 
to  fay,  none  that  I  can  depend  on  from  the  ene- 
my on  our  front.  If  you  can  meet  with  any  per- 
fons  more  enterprizing  than  {hofe  I  can  find,  I  beg 
you  will  employ  them.  No  news  from  Ninety 
•  Pa  Six, 


Joogic 
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Notdtothe  Six,  or  General  Cuniungham,  fmce  you  left  us. 

a,t"^r  ^  ^^^  yefterday  your  (a)  coQvale&:etits }  fome  of 
them  I  hardly  diought  fit  to  join  ;  and  there  were 
rather  more  bbck  atMadaattt  both  male  and  fe- 
mate,  than  I  think  you  will  like  to  fee.  As  ibon 
as  I  hear  any  thing  material  from  Leilie,  you  ihall 
hear  from  me. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER     ;V. 

Movements  <f  the  J/ufricam. — The  Britijh  light 
troops  pafs  Broad  river. — Earl  Comwallis  movet 
from  Wynnejboreugb. — Adten  at  the  Coivpens. — 
General  Lejlie  joins  Earl  Comwallis. — Purjuit  of 
General  Morgan. — Morgan  faffes  the  Catawba 
river, — The  King's  troops  pafs  the  Catawba.-~ 
Affair  at  Tarranfs.  —Earl  Comwallis  marches 
to  Saiifbury — Siirmifh  at  the  Trading  ford.— 
Earl  Cormoallis  moves  to  the  Upper  fords.  —  Ge- 
nerai  Greene  pe^es  the  Dan. — Earl  Ci>rnwal/is 
marches  to  Hilljborough^—and  erefls  the  King's 
fiandard. — General  Greene  repa/fes  the  JOan.-'— 
Earl  ComysalHs  ci^ffes  Haw  river. — Skirmifh 
near  Allamance. — Affair  at  Wetzelfs  null. — Earl 
Comwallis  paffes  a  branch  rf  Deep  river. 


D. 


— 'URING  the  preparations  for    the  ^oo^rrj.p 
invafion  of  North  Carolina,  enu&ries  had  been     jy 
difpatched  into  that  province,  to  obtain  intdli- 
gence  of  the  force  and  defigns  of  the  Ameri- 
cans.   Near  the  end  of  December  information 
was  received,  that  General  Greene  (D)  had  made 
a  divifion  of  his  troops,  who  did  not  exceed  cme 
thoufand  four  hundred  men,  exchifire  of  the  mi- 
litia; uid,  that  he  had  committed  the  light  jn- 
iantry    and   Colonel  Wafliington's    cavalry    to 
General  Morgan,  with  direSions  to  pais  the  Ca-  Movtmeutt 
tawba  and  Broad  rivers,  in  order  to  colleft  the  ricLu*"*" 
militia  in  the  diftriSs  through  which  he  marched, 
and  afterwards  threaten  Ninety  Sxx.;  whilft  he 

.   .    (D)NMtD. 
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CHAP,  condu&ed  the  other  divifion  of  the  continentals 
IV.  to  Haley's  ferry-j  on  die  river  Pedee,  to  form  a 
junction  with  &eneial  CafwaU,  and  give  jealoufy 
to  Camden.  This  appeared  to  be  the  outline  of 
the  American  defigns  previous  to  the  arrival  c^ 
General  LefUe's  remforcement.  The  intelligence 
General  Greene  had  procured  fince  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  fouthward,  and  the  calculation  of  his 
own  and  the  Britilh  force,  might  fuggefl  the  pro- 
priety of  attempting  to  diftrefs  the  irontier  of 
South  Carolina  by  a  defultory  war,  till  he  could 
acquire  a  command  fufficiently  numerous  and  well 
difciplined  to  undertake  more  decifive  operatioiu. 
There  couki  not  be  an  arrangement  better  chofen, 
provided  the  royalilts  were  not  joined  by  any  ad- 
ditional regiments  ;  but  the  increafe  of  the  Ea- 
ffliih  army  would  certainly  fruftrate  fuch  a  difpo- 
fition>  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  General 
Greene  would  have  adopted  the  hazardous  plan 
of  dividing  and  advancing  his  troops,  if  he  had 
received  authentic  information  of  General  LeQie's 
command  being  withdrawn  from  Virginia,  and 
united  to  the  force  in  South  Carolina ;  becaufe 
fuch  an  acceffion  of  ftrength  would  naturally 
-produce  a  movement  from  Wynneiborough, 
which,  if  executed  with  tolerable  rapidity,  might 
feparate  the  two  divifions  of  the  American  army, 
and  endanger  their  being  totally  difperfed  or  de- 
ilroyed. 

-  Whilft  the  reinforcement  marched  from  Char- 
les town  to  join  the  royal  forces.  Earl  Cornwallis 
employed  various  meafures,  in  order  to  acquire 
daily  intelligence  of  the  enemy,  and  to  obtain  a 
competent  luiowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try in  his  front.  No  expence  was  fpared  to  team 
the  ftate  of  the  roads,  (a)  the  number  of  the 
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mills,  and  the  quantities  of  forage  and  provifions,  c  H  /^  p. 
between  Broad  river  and  the  Catawba.  This  (a)  IV. 
information  was  peculiarly  neceffary  for  a  general 
who  was  about  to  invade  a  province  not  remar- 
kable for  its  fertility,  and  which  has  no  naviga- 
ble rivers  to  convey  fupplies  to  the  interior  parts 
of  the  country.  * 

Tryon  county  prefented  an  entrance  into  North 
Carolina,  which  accorded  equally  with  the  deligns 
of  Earl  Comwallis  and  the  prefent  pofition  of 
the  king's  troops.  Its  comparative  abundance, 
and  the  proofs  of  attachment  exhibited  by  the 
inhabitants,  enhanced  its  local  recommendation. 
The  motives  for  the  fecond  invafion  of  North  Ca- 
roliaa  may  be  explained  in  a  few  words.  The 
.Rrength  of  the  royal  army  in  South  Carolina, 
near  the  end  of  me  year  1780,  allowed  Earl  • 
ComwaHis  the  experiment  of  an  enterprize,  which 
the  loyaliils  and  Britifli  troops  in  America,  as  well 
as  the  adminiAration  in  England,  fuppofed  he 
could  with  facility  accomplifti.  The  fuperiority 
of  bis  force,  when  compared '  with  General 
Greene's,  gave  every  reafonable  affurance,  that 
with  proper  care  the  latter  might  be  deftroyed, 
or  dnven  over  the  Roanoke  j  when  it  wa»  imagin- 
ed that  the  loyaliAs,  who  were  computed  to  be 
the  greater  proportion  of  the  inhabitants,  would 
make  indefatigable  exertions  to  render  themfelves 
indepoident  of  Congrels.  Such  was  the  opinion 
of  thoufands  when  the  King's  troops  prepared  for 
this  expedition :  But  their  expe^ations  were  not 
verified,  though  the  continental  army  was  chafed 
#ut  of  the  province,  and  the  loyal  fubjefts  were 
invited  to  repair  to  the  King's  flandard  at  Hillfbo- 
rough;  it  therefore  becomes  neceffary  to  invefti- 
gate,  whether  the  fcheme  itfelf  was  vifionary,  or 

the 

D,.;,l,z.d0,G00gIt; 


2l6  CAMPAIGNS  OF    I780  AMD    I781    IN  THB 

C  H  A  P.  tbe  plan  to  complete  it  injudicious ;   or  whether 
IV.      the  force  employed  was  inadequate  to  the  ptir- 
pofe. 

If  Earl  Cornwallis  was  not  equally  fanguine  in 
his  exped:ation  of  final  conquelt,  it  mufl:,  howe- 
ver, be  univerfally  acknowledged,  that  the  pre- 
fent  was  a  favourable  crifis  for  exertion.  The 
ftrength  of  the  King's  troops,  and  the  weaknefe 
of  the  enemy,  ftrongly  recommended  this  fecond 
invafion  of  North  Carolina.  On  the  junftion  of 
General  Leflie,  three  thoufand  five  hundred  fight- 
ing (b)  men  could  advance  imo  that  province,  be- 
fides  leaving  a  large  force  on  the  frontier.  Any 
advantage  gained  over  the  Americans  at  this  pe- 
riod, would  undoubtedly  derange  their  projetts, 
and  give  a  better  barrier  to  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  ;  and  though  the  expedition  was  ulti- 
mately produftive  only  of  the  advantage  of  fecur- 
'  ing  (A)  old  pofleflions,  yet  the  attempting  greater 
objefts  was  juflifiable,  and  gave  a  fair  trial  to  thfi 
ardent'  wiOies  of  government  at  home,  and  the 
confident  hopes  of  the  loyalifts  in  America. 

General  Leflie,  with  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  thirty  (C)  men,  was  greatly  advanced  on  his 
march  toward  the  army,  when  the  operations  of 
the  Americans  to  the  Weftward  of  Broad  river 
laid  immediate  claim  to  the  attention  of  the  Bri- 
tifli-  General  Morgan,  with  the  continental  light 
ihfiintry.  Colonel  Walhington's  cavalry,  and  large 
detachments  of  militia,  was  reported  to  be  ad- 
vancing to  Ninety  Six.  Although  the  forti- 
fications were  in  tolerable  condition  at  that  place, 
and  fufficiently  ftrong  to  refill  an  affault,  yet  the 
prefervation  of  the  country  in  its  neighbourhood 
was  confidered  as  fo  great  an  objefl:  for  the  garri- 
Ibn  and  the  loyalifts  of  the  diftrift,  that  Earl  Com- 
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walltE  difpatched  an  aid-de-camp  (a)  on  the  ifl  of  c  HAP. 
January,  to    order    Lieutenant-colonel  Tarietori       IV. 
over  Broad  river,  with  his  corps  of  cavalry  and  JfA'  T^ 
infantry,  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  men,  the  firft  =™ft  Bio»d 
battalion  of  the  71ft,  confiftlng  of  two  hundred,  """■ 
and  two  three-pounders,  to  counteraft  the  defigns 
of  General  Morgan,  by  protefting  the  country, 
and  compelling  him  to  repafs  Broad  river.    Tarle- 
fon  received  a  letter  the  next  day  from  his  Icrd- 
ftip,  communicating  an  earneft  wifh,    that  the 
American  commander,  if  within  hts  reach,  fliould 
be  **  puflied  (b)  to  the  utmoft ;  and  requiring, 
likewife,  his  opinion,  whether  any  move  of  the 
main  army  (c)  would  be  advantageous  to  the  fer- 
rice.     On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  he  direfted 
his  courfe  to  the  weftward,  and    employed  every 
engine  to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  enemy.  He  had 
not  proceeded  above  twenty  miles  from  Brierley's 
ferry,'  before  he  had  undoubted  proofs,  that  the 
report   -which  occafioned  the  order  for  the  light 
fight    troops   to    march    was   erroneous.      The 
fecurc  ftate   of  Ninety    Six,    and  the  diftance 
of  General    Morgan,     immediately     prompted 
Tarleton    to  halt  the   troops    under    his  cftm- 
mand,  as  well  to  allow  time  for  the  junction  of    . 
the  baggage  of  the  different  corps,  which  had   , 
been  I«t  on  the  ground  when  they  firft  decamped, 
as  to  give  information  to  Earl  Comwallis  of  the 
fttuation  and  force  of  Morgan,  and  to  propofe 
operations  which  required  his  fan£tion  and  con- 
currence. 

As  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  had  been  en- 
trufted  with  the  outline  of  the  foture  campaign,  ^  - 
he  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  lay  before  his 
Lordfhip,  by  letter,  the  probable  accounts  of 
Morgan's  (a)  force  and  defigns  ;  the  neceflity  of 
waiting  for  the  baggage  of  the  light  troops  in  their 
prefent  fituation,  as  any  future  delay  might  prove 

(•)  la  note  P.  (b)  la  aou  P.  (c)  Id  aott  P.      (*]  lo  note  F.  {■)  Id  note  O. 
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C  H  A  P.a  gre^t  inconvenience  to  the  army  ;  and  the  plaB- 
IV.  01  operation  which  {truck  him  as  equally  necef- 
fary  and  advantageous  for  the  King's  fervice.  He 
reprefented  the  courfe  to  be  taken,  which  fortu- 
nately correfponded  with  the  fcheme  of  the  cam- 
paign :  He  mentioned  the  piode  (fa)  of  proceed- 
ing to  be  employed  againft  General  Morgan :  He 
propofed  the  fame  (c)  time,  for  the  army  and  light 
troops  to  commence  their  march  :  He  explained 
the  point  (d)  to  be  attained  by  the  main  body  : 
And  he  declared,  that  it  fliould  be  his  endeavour 
to  pu(h  the  enemy  into  that  quarter,  (e) 

Earl  Comwallis  approving  the  (a)  fuggefted 
operations,  the  light  troops  only  wuted  for  their 
iheir  baggage  to  proceed.  Two  hundred  men  of 
the  7th  regmient,  who  were  chiefly  recruits,  and 
defigned  for  the  ganifon  at  Ninety  Six,  and  fifty 
dragoons  of  the  17th  regiment,  brought  the  wag- 
gons from  Brierley's  to  camp.  On  ueir  arrival. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  crofled  Indian,  and 
afterwards  Dunken  creek,  though  both  were  con- 
liderably  fwelled  fay  a  late  fall  of  rain  :  He  hourly 
received  accounts  of  the  increafe  of  Mot|;an*s 
w!i'it^"'  corps,  which  induced  him  to  requeft  Earl  Com* 
""""  ^  vallis,  who  was  moving  on  the  eaft  of  Broad 
«S3>r°^  river,  to  give  him  permiffion  to  retain  the 
7di  renment,  that  the  enemy  might  be  fooner 
pre0ed  over  Broad  river,  or  fome  favourabje 
fituadon  obtained,  whence  great  advantage 
might  be  derived  from  additional  numbers  : 
Having  received  leave  to  carry  forwards  the 
7th  regiment,  he  continued  his  courfe  on  the 
1 2th  to  the  weftward,  in  order  todifcover  ihemoft 
praAicable  fords  for  the  palTage  of  the  Ennoree 
and  Tyger,  and  that  the  infantry  might  avoid  the 
inconvenienciea  they  had  undergone  in  crofling  the 
other  waters.  An  ufeful  expedient  was  concealed 
under  this  apparent  necellity, '  In  proportion  to 
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the  approach  of  the  light,  tro^  to  the  fources  of  c  H  a  p. 
the  liven,  aod  the  progrefs  of  the  main  army  to  IV. 
King*!  mountain.  General  Morgan's  danger  would 
increafe,  if  he  remained  tp  the  weltwaid  of  Broad  , 
rirer.  Tlie  Ennoree  and  Tyger  were  paffed  on 
die  1441,  above  the  Cherokee  road,  and  Tarleton 
obtained  information  in  the  evening  that  General 
Morgan  guarded  all  the  fords  upon  the  I^icolet. 
About  the  fame  time  Earl  Comwallis  advertifed 
Tarleton,  that  the  main  army  (a)  had  reached 
BuU'i  run,  and  that  General  Leflie  had  furmount- 
«d  the  difficulties  which  had  hitherto  retarded  his 
ftiaTch.  At  this  crifis  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton 
aflured  Earl  Comwallis  that  he  would  endeavour 
to  pafs  '  the  Paeolet,  purpofely  to  force  General 
Morgan  to  retreat  towards  Broad  river,  and  re- 
^uefted  his  lordlhip  to  proceed  up  the  eaO:em  bank 
widiout  delay,  becaufe  fuch  a  movement  might 
perhaps  admit  of  co-operation,  and  would  un-' 
doubtedly  flop  the  retreat  of  the  Americans. 

On  the  1 5th  circumllantial  intelligence  was  pro< 
cared  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  of  the  dif> 
ferent  guards  ftationed  on  the  Pacolet.  A  march 
was  commenced  in  the  evening  towards  the  iron 
works,  which  are  fituated  high  upon  the  river ; 
but  in  the  morning  the  courfe  was  altered,  and  the 
Uf^t  troops  fecured  a  paflage  within  fix  miles  of 
the  enemy's  camp.  As  foon  as  the  corps  were  af* 
fembled  beyond  the  Pacolet,  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton  thought  it  advifeable  to  advance  towards 
fome  log  houies,  formerly  conitruded  by  M^or 
Fergufon,  which  lay  midway  between  me  Bri- 
tifli  and  Americans,  and  were  reported  to  be  un- 
occupied by  General  Morgan.  The  necelBty  and 
utility  of  fuch  a  proceedmg  appeared  fo  ftrong, 
that  f«me  dragoons  and  mounted  infantry  were 
lent  with  all  poffiUe  expedition  to  fecure  them, 
left  a  fimilar  ojnnion  fliould  llrike  the  American 
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CHAP,  commander,  which  mi'^t  be  prodii£Sve  of  great 
'V-  inconvenience.  Tarleton  intended  to  take  poft, 
With  his  whole  corps,  bdiind  the  log  houfes,  and 
*  wait  the  motions  of  the  enemy ;  but  a  patrole  diA 
covering  that  the  Americans  were  decan:^>ed^  the 
Britifh  fight  troops  were  direfted  to  occupy  their 
pofition,  becaufe  it  yielded  a  good  poft,  and  af> 
'forded  plenty- <jf  provifions,  which  they  had  left 
behind  them,  half  crooked,  in  every  part  of  their 
encampment. 

Patroles  and  Ipies  were  immediately  difpatched 
to  obferve  the  Americans :  The  dragoons  \rer« 
dire^ed  to  follow  the  enemy  till  dark,  and  the 
other  emilTaries  to  continue  their  inquiries  till 
morning,  if  fome  material  incident  did  not  occur  : 
Earlv  in  the  night  the  patroles  reported  that  Gene- 
ral Morgan  bad  ftruck  into  byways,  tending  to- 
wards liiickelle  creek:  A  party  of  determined loy* 
ahJlsmadean  American  colaDel{nifoDer,who  had 
caTualtyleft  the  lineof  march,and  conduced  him  to' 
the  Britilh  camp :  llie  examination  of  the  miHtia 
colonel,  and  other  accounts  foon  afterwards  re- 
ceived, evinced  the  propriety  of  hanging  upon 
General  Morgan's  rear,  to  impede  the  jundion  of 
reinforcements,  laid  to  be  approaching,  and  like- 
wife  to  prevent  his  palling  Broad  river  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  light  troops,  ^rfio  could  perplex 
his  defign,  and  call  in  the  afliftance  of  the  main 
army  if  neceflity  required.  Other  reports  at  mid- 
night of  a  corps  of  mountaineers  being  upon  the 
march  from  Green  river,  proved  the  exigency  of 
moving  to  watch  the  enemy  clofely,  in  order  to 
take  advantage  of  any  favourable  opportunity  thu 
might  offer. 

Accordingly,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  monung 
on  the  1 7th,  the  pickets  being  called  in,  the  Bri- 
tifli  troops,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant>co- 
lonel  Tarleton,  were  direfted  to  follow  the  route 
the  Americans  had  taken  the  preceding  evening, 

and 
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and  Ac  b!^;gage  and  waggons  were  ordered  to  re-  c  H  A  p. 
main  upon  their  ground  till  daybreak,  under  the  IV. 
proteftion  of  a  detachment  horn  each  corps. 
Three  companies  of  light  infantry,  fupported  by 
the  legion  mfantry,  formed  the  advance;  the  7lh 
reshnent,  the  guns?  and  the  ifl:  battalion  of  the 
71ft,  compofed  the  center  ;  and  the  cavalry  and 
mounted  infantry  broughl  up  the  rear.  The 
ground  which  the  Americans  had  palled  being  bro- 
ken, and  much  interfered  by  creeks  and  ravines, 
the  march  of  the  Bridfli  troops  during  the  dark- 
nefs  was  exceedingly  flow,  on  account  of  the  time 
employed  in  examining  the  front  and  flanks  as 
they  proceeded.  Before  dawn,  Thickelle  creek 
-was  pafled,  when  an  advanced  guard  of  cavalry 
was  ordered  to  die  front.  The  enemy's  patrole 
a^iproaclnng,  wa»  purfued  and  overtaken  :  Two 
troops  of  dragoons,  under  Captain  Ogilvie,  of 
the  legion,  were  then  ordered  to  reinforce  the  ad- 
■vancedguard,  and  to  harafe  the  rear  of  the  ene- 
my. The  march  had  not  continued  long  in  this 
manner,  before  the  commanding  officer  in  front 
reported  that  the  American  troops  were  halted  and 
forming.  The  guides  were  immediately  confult- 
ed  relative  to  the  ground  which  General  Morgan 
then  occupied,  and  the  country  in  his  rear.  Tbefe 
people  defcribed  both  with  great  perfpicuity:  They 
feid  that  the  woods  were  open  and  free  from 
fwamps  ;  that  the  part  of  Broad  river,  juft  above 
the  place  where  Kine's  creek  joined  the  ftream, 
wag  about  fix  miles  diftant  from  the  enemy's  lefr 
flank,  and  that  the  river,  by  making  a  curve  to 
the  weftward,  ran  parallel  to  their  rear. 

Lieutenaat-colonel  Tarteton  having  attained  a 
pofition,  iiriiich  he  certainly  might  deem  advan- 
tageous, on  account  of  the  vulnerable  fituation 
of  (he  enemy,  and  i|ie  fuppofed  vicinity  of  the 
two  Bririfli  corps  on  the  eafl:  and  weft  of  Broad 
river,  did  not  hefitate  to  undertake  thofe  mea-  Aaian  ■* 
fures  which  die  inftru^ons  of  his  commanding '^«c«*- 
oflicer """'    . 
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CHAP,  officer  impofed,  and  his  own  judgment,  under  the 
IV.  prefent  appearances,  equally  recommended.  He 
ordered  the  legion  dr^oons  to  drive  inUie  militia 
parties  who  covered  the  front,  that  General  Mor- 
gan's difpofition  might  be  conveniently  and  dif- 
tinfily  infpcfled.  He  dilcov«red  that  tiie  Ameri- 
can  commander  had  formed  a  front  line  of  about 
one  thouland  militia,  and  had  compo&d  his  fe- 
cond  line  and  referre  of  five  hundred  continental 
light  infantry,  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  Wafh- 
ington's  cavaJry,  and  three  hundred  back  woodf- 
men.  This  accurate  knowledge  being  obtained, 
Tarleton  defired  the  Britifb  inrantry  to  difencum- 
ber  themfelves  of  every  thing,  except  their  arms 
and  ammunition  :  The  light  infantry  werd  then 
ordered  to  file  to  the  right  till  they  became  equal 
to  the  flank  of  the  American  front  line ;  The  le- 
gion infantry  were  added  to  their  left ;  and,  un- 
der the  fire  of  a  three-pounder,  this  part  of  the 
firitiO]  troops  was  inflrufied  to  advance  within 
three  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy.  This  fituati- 
on  being  acquired,  the  7th  regiment  was  com- 
manded toformuponthe  left  of  me  legion  infantry, 
and  the  other  three-poimder  was  given  to  the  right 
diviiion  of  the  7th  :  A  captain,  with  fifty  dragoons, 
was  placed  on  each  flank  of  the  corps,  who  form- 
ed the  Britilh  front  line,  to  protect  dieir  own,  and 
tiireaten  the  flanks  of  the  enemy  :  The  ift  batta- 
lion of  the  7  ill  was  defired  to  extend  a  little  to 
the  left  of  the  yHx  regiment,  and  to  remain  one- 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  the  rear.  Tfiis  body  of 
infantry,  and  near  two  hundred  cavalry,  compofed 
the  referve.  During  the  execution  of  thefe  ar- 
rangements, the  animation  of  the  officers  and  the 
alacrity  of  the  foldiers  afforded  the  mofl  promifing 
aflurances  of  fuccels.  The  difpofition  bdng  com- 
pleted, the  front  line  received  orders  to  advance ; 
a  fire  from  fome  of  the  recruits  of  the  7th  reg^ 
ment  Was  fupprefled,  and  the  troops  moved  on  in 
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as  good  a  line  as  troops  could  move  at  c^>eii  CHAP, 
files  :  The  militia,  after  a  Ihort  conteft,  were  dff-  *^- 
lodged,  and  the  Britifli  approached  the  continen- 
tals. The  fire  on  both  fides  was  well  fupported  and 
produced  much  flaughter :  The  cavalry  on  the 
ru;fat  were  direfted  to  charge  the  enemy's  left : 
Tney  executed  the  order  with  great  gallantry,  but 
were  drove  back  by  the  fire  of  the  r&rve,  and  by 
a  charge  of  Colonel  Wafliington's  cavalry.  , 

As  the  conteft  between  the  Britifli  infantry  in 
the  front  line  and  the  continentals  feemed  equally 
balanced,  neither  retreating,  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton  thought  the  advance  of  the  71ft  into  line, 
and  a  movement  of  the  cavalry  in  referve  to  threat- 
en the  oiemy's  right  flank,  would  put  a  vlAorious 
period  to  the  action.  No  time  was  loft  in  per- 
forming this  manoeuvre.  The  71ft  were  defired  to 
pals  the  7th  before  they  gave  uieir  fire,  and  were 
directed  not  to  entangale  their  right  flank  with  tihe 
left  of  the  other  battalion.  The  cavalry  were  or- 
dered to  incline  to  the  left,  and  to  form  a  line^ 
which  would  embrace  the  wholti  of  the  enemy's 
right  flank.  Upon  the  advance  of  the  7ifl:,  all 
the  infantry  again  moved  ofi:  The  continentals 
and  back  woodfmen  gave  ground :  The  Britifli 
ruflied  forwards  :  An  order  was  difpatched  to  the 
cavalry  to  charge :  An  unexpeded  fire  at  this  in- 
ftant  from  the  Americans,  who  came  about  as  they 
were  retreating,  ftoii^ied  the  Britifli,  and  threw 
them  into  confufion.  Exertions  to  make  them  ad- 
vance were  ufetefs.  The  part  of  the  cavalry  which 
had  not  been  engaged  fell  Ukewife  into  diforder, 
and  an  unaccountable  panic  extended  Itfelf  along 
the  whole  line.  The  Americans,  who  before 
thought  they  had  loft  the  ftdion,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  prefent  fituation,  advanibd  upon  the 
Bririfli  troops,  and  augmented  their  aftonifhment. 
A  general  flight  enfued.  Tarleton  fent  direftions 
to  bis  qavalry  to  form  about  four  hundred  yards 
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C  H  A  p,  to  the  right  of  the  entmy,  in  order  to  check  tfaem, 
^^'  whilft  he  endeavoured  to  rally  the  infantry  to  pn>. 
tcti  the  guns.  The  cavalry  did  not  comply  with 
the  order,  and  the  eflfort  to  colteA  the  infantry  ww 
ineffeftual  :  Neither  promifes  nor  threats  couid 
gain  their  attention;  they  furrendfired  or  difperfed, 
and  abandoned  the  guns  to  the  artillery  men,  who 
defended  them  for  fome  time  with  exemplary  re- 
folution.  In  this  laft  flage  of  defeat  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  made  another  ftruggle  to  bring 
his  cavalry  to  the  charge.  The  weight  of  fuch  an 
attack  might  yet  retrieve  the  day,  the  enemy  being 
much  broken  by  their  late  rapid  advance ;  but  all 
attempts  to  reftore  order,  recollection,  or  courage, 
proved  fruitlefs.  Above  two  hundred  dragoons 
fbrfook  thedr  leader,  and  left  the  field  of  battle. 
Fourteen  officers  and  forty  hqrfe-men  were,  how- 

.  ever,  not  unmindful  of  their  own  repotation,  or 
die  fituation  of  their  commanding  officer.  Colo- 
nel Wafliington'a  cavalry  \ffere  charged,  and  driven 
back  into  the  continental  infantry  by  this  handful 
of  brave  men.  Another  party  of  the  Americans, 
who  had  feized  upon  the  baggage  of  the  Britifli 
troops  on  the  road  from  the  late  encampment, 
were  difperfed,  and  this  detachment  retired  to- 
wards Broad  river  unmolefled."  On  the  route  Tar- 
leton heard  with  infinite  grief  and  allonilhment, 
that  the  main  army  had  not  advanced  beyond 
Turkey  (a)  creek:  He  therefore  direfted  bis  courft 
to  the  fouth  eafl,  in  order  to  reach  Hamilton's 
ford,  near  the  mouth  of  Bullock  creek,  whence 
hb  might  communicate  with  Earl  Comwallis. 

The  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  in  the 
a£tion  at  the  Cowpens,  amounted  to  near  three 

■hundred  on  both  fides,  officers  and  men  incluiive: 
This  lofs  wfc  almoft  equally  ftiared ;  but  the  Ame- 
ricans took  two  pieces  of  cannon,  the  colours  of 

'  the  7ih  regiment,  and  near  four  hundred  prifoners. 

(■}  In  DOM  K. 

Adiflufe 
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Adiffufe  comment  upon  this  afiair  would  be  CHAP, 
equally  ufelefs  and  tirelbme :  Two  obfervationj  ^^• 
Drill  be  fufficient :  One  will  contain  the  general 
circumftances  which  afie^ed  the  plan  of  the  cam* 
paign,  and  die  other  the  particular  incidents  of 
the  a^on.  It  appears  that  Earl  CornwalUs  in* 
tended  to  invade  North  Carolina:  Before  hig 
march  commenced,  an  irruption  was  made  ^v  th< 
enemy  into  the  weflern  part  of  South  Carolina : 
In  order  to  expel  hoftility  from  that  quarter,  he 
directed  Xieutenant*colonel  Tarleton  to  proceed 
with  a  corps,  and  '*  puih  the  enemy  to  the  ut- 
moft  ;  "  at  the  lame  time  defiring  to  know  if  any 
movement  of  the  main  army  would  be  ufeful, 
Tarleton,  finding  the  Americana  not  fo  &r  advaiw 
ced  as  was  leported,  halted  his  troops,  that  he 
might  convey  his  opinion,  by  letter,  to  his  com- 
manding officer.  He  propoted  that  die  army  un* 
der  EuTComwallis,  aodme  corps  of  light  troop^ 
Ihould  commence  thnr  march  at  the  fame  time  lor 
King's  mountain,  and  that  he  would  endeavour  t9 
deftroy  the  enemy,  or  pufli  them  over  Broad  river  t9 
that  place.  Earl  Comwallis  replied,  that  Tarlch 
ton  perfefUy  underftood  his  intentions.  After 
three  days  move  from  Wynueiborough,  his  lor4- 
fhip  lent  intelligence  that  General  (I)  Lefiie  wu 
retarded  by  the  waters,  and  that  he  imagined  the 
ludit  troc^  muft  be  equally  impeded.  Tarleton 
Utortoted  l^  marches' till  he  heard  that  the  reio- 
fbrcement  ^ras  out  of  the  fwamps,  though  he  bad 
more  (Ufficulties  of  that  nature  to  ftruggle  againll 
than  could  poffibly  be  found  between  the  Catawbft 
iMid  Broad  rivers :  This  delay  being  occafioned  by 
Oener^  X^eHie's  corps,  rather  aflioniihed  him,  be- 
caufe  the  troops  under  that  officer's  coaimand  werie 
not  mentioned  in  the  firft  propofal ;  and  if  they 
were  deemed  neceflary  for  the  aombinatipn,  one 

(I)  NotcL. 

(^  fbrced 
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CHAP,  forced  march  would  have  brought  them  from  the 
IV.  banks  of  the  Catawba  to  the  middle  road,  whidi 
Earl  ComwalHs  was  then  moving  on,  between  the 
t«  o  great  rivers,  and  where  no  creeks  or  waten 
could  obftruS:  their  advance  towards  Tryon  coun- 
ty. On  the  14th  Earl  Comwallis  infonned  Tar< 
leton  that  Leflie  had  furmounted  his  difficulties, 
'  (a)  and  that  he  imagined  the  enemy  would  not 
pais  the  Broad  river,  though  it  had  fallen  very 
much.  Tarleton  then  anfwered,  that  he  would  try 
to  crofs  the  Pacolet  to  force  them,  and  defired 
Earl  Cornwallis  to  acquire  as  high  a  ftation  as  pof- 
fible,  in  order  to  ftbp  their  retreat.  No  letter, 
order,  or  intelligence,  from  head  quarters,  reach- 
ed Tarleton  after  this  reply,  previous  to  the  defeat 
on  the  17th,  and  after  that  event  he  found  £arl 
Comwaliis  on  Turkey  creek,  near  twenty-fiv6 
miles  below  the  place  where  die  adion  had  hap- 
pened. The  diftance  between  Wyimclborough 
and  King's  mountain,  or  Wynnefborough  and 
Little  Broad  river,  which  would  have  anfwered 
the  famepurpofe,  does  not  exceed  fixty-five  miles: 
Earl  Comwallis  commenced  his  march  on  the  7th 
or  8th  of  January.  It  would  be  mortifying  to 
defcribe  the  advantages  that  might  have  refulted 
from  his  lordfliip's  arrival  at  the  concerted  point, 
or  to  expatiate  upon  the  calamities  which  were 
produced  by  this  event.  If  an  army  is  afting 
"where  no  co-operation  can  take  place,  it  is  necel- 
fary  for  the  commander  in  chief  to  keep  as  near 
as  pollible  to  his  detachments,  if  fuch  a  proceed- 
ing does  not  interfere  with  a  manceuvre  which  ia 
itfelf  would  decide  the  event  of  the  campaign.  A 
fleady  adherence  to  that  line  of  condufl:  would 
prevent  the  misfortunes  which  detachments  tie  lia- 
ble to,  or  foften  their  efFefts.  Earl  Corriwallfe 
might  have  conceived,  that,  by  attending  to  the 
fituation  of  the  enemy,  and  of"^  the  country,  and 
by  covering  his  light  troops,  he  would,  in  all  pro- 
(>}  [»  Note  I. 

bability. 
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balnlity,  have  alternately  brought  Generals  Mor-CHAP. 
ganand  Greene  into  bis  power  by  co-operative  ^^■ 
mbvements :  He  might  alfo  have  concluded,  that 
all  his  parties  that  were  beaten  in  the  country,  if 
they  had  no  corps  to  give  them  inftant  fupport  or 
refiige,  muil  be  coin|Metely  deftroyed.  Many  in- 
ftancet  of  this-  nature  occurred  during  the  war. 
The  fall  of  Fergufon  was  a  recent  and  melancholy 
example :  That  cataftrophe  put  a  period  to  the  firJt 
expetution  into  North  Carolina ;  and  the  affair  of 
the  Cowpens  overshadowed  the  commencement 
of  the  fecond. 

The  particular  incidents  relative  to  the  action 
arife  from  an  examination  of  the  orders,  the  march, 
die  comparative  fituation  of  Morgan  and  Tarleton, 
the  difpolition,  and  the  defeat.  The  orders  were 
pofitive.  The  march  was  difficult,  on  account  of  the 
number  of  creeks  and  rivers ;  and  circuitous,  in 
confequence  of  fuch  impediments  :  The  Pacolet 
was  p^ed  by  ftratagem :  The  Americans  to  avoid 
an  a£tion,  left  their  camp,  and  marched  all  night: 
The  ground  which  General  Morgan  had  chofen  for 
the  engagement,  in  order  to  cover  his  retreat  to 
Broad  river,  was  difadvantageous  for  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  convenient  for  the  Britifli.:  An  open 
wood  was  certainly  as  proper  a  place  for  adion  as 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  could  defire ;  Ame- 
rica does  not  produce  many  more  fuitable  to  the 
nature  of  the  troops  under  his  command.  The 
fituation  of  the  enemy  was  defperate  in  cafe  of 
misfortune ;  an  open  country,  and  a  river  in  their 
rear,  mufl  have  thrown  them  entirely  into  the 
power  of  a  fuperior  cavalry  ;  whllft  the  light 
troops,  in  cafe  of  repulfe,  had  the  expedation  of 
a  neighbouring  force  to  protect  them  from  deibiic' 
tion.  The  difpoiition  was  planned  with  coolnels, 
and  executed  without  emtKuralTment.  The  defeat 
of  the  Britifh  mud  be  afcribed  either  to  th^  bra- 
very or  good  conduct  of  the  Americans ;  ^  the 
(^2  loofe 
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CHAP,  lode  rauiQflr  of  forming  which  had  always  "beet 
'^'  pra^tifed  by  the  King*i  troopn  in  Ametka  ;  or  to 
fome  unfotefeeft  event,  which  may  throw  terror 
into  the  moft  difciptined  rtddiers,  or  cotmteraft 
the  beft-concerted  d<^gm.  The  extreme  exten* 
fioft  of  the  files  always  esqrafed  the  Britifli  regi- 
menu  and  corps,  and  would,  before  this  nnibr- 
tttnate  afikir,  have  been  attended  widi  detrimental 
effeft,  had  not  the  multiplkity  of  tines  with  wfaicli 
they  generally  fought  refcued  them  from  fuch  im- 
nUnent  danger,  u  infantry  who  are  formed  very 
open,  and  only  two  deep,  meet  with  oppofitioa, 
they  can  have  no  ftability  :  Bnt  when  thcry  canie- 
rience  an  unexpeAed  fhock,  confufion  will  enfoe^ 
and  Bight,  without  immediate  fupport,  moft  be 
the  inevitable  confequcnce.  Other  circnmftances, 
perhaps,  contributed  to  fo  dccifire  a  rout,  whidi,  tf 
the  military  fyftem  admitted  the  fame  judidoDS 
regulation  as  the  naval,  a  court  martial  would, 
perhaps,  have  difclofed.  Public  trials  of  coni' 
landing  officers  after  unfortunate  altairs,  are  at 
neceffary  to  mk  fervice  as  tfie  other,  and  mif^ 
hi  fome  intonces,  be  hif^ly  beneficial  to  Ac  mili- 
tary profefflon..  Influenced  by  this  idea.  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Tarleton.  fome  days  ajftcr  the  aftion, 
required  Earl  Cnmwallig's  approharinii  of  his  pro. 
ceedings,  or  his  leave  to  retire  till  inquiry  could 
be  inftituted.  to  inveftigate  his  conduft.  The  no- 
ble earl's  decided  fopport  of  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton's  management  of  the  King's  troops,  pre- 
viouB  to  and  during  the  aftion,  is  fully  exprefled 
in  a  letter  (L)  from  his  lordfti^. 

Above  two  hundred  cavalry  irfio  had  fled  to  the 
^^_^^  I  main  army,  and  feveral  other  .fugitives,  ioincd 

-  uo^"iIini  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  the  day  after  tne  ac- 

wlui.*^™"  ^°"'  **  Hamihon's  ford.    Major-general  Leffie's 

eorps  marched  into  Eari  CoruwalUs's  camp  on  the 

(L)  Nmc  L. 

morning 

L,._,  ._d_,Coog[c 
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«kkniiag  of  tlift  (a)i8tfai  The  19^1,  ^e  army^cHAP. 
vidi  die  cavalry  on  dietr  left  Sank,  mav«d  towards     IV. 
King's  creek :  The  aotb.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tar- 
leton  wa«  directed  to  peSs  Broad  river  with  the 
in^oona  and  the  yagers,  to  obtain  intelligence  of 
General  Morgan,  and  to  give  prete^Uon   to  the 
fugitives  who  might  yet  have  elcaped  the.  power 
of  the  viftorioas  Americans.     He  recrofled  the 
river  in  the  evening,  having  received  infonnati- 
on,  that  Morgan,  foon  after  the  Qdion,  had  qyit- 
ted  the  field  of  battle,  to  pafs  his  corps  and  the 
prilbners  at  the  high  fords  on  &-oad  river,  leaving 
the  wonnded  under  the  ptotedion  of  a  flag  of 
truce.     Tliis  news  induced  Earl  CtHtiwallis  io^^^f 
CTofs  Buffaloe  creek  »id  Little  &^ad  river,   in  Uor^. 
hopes  of  intercepting  General  Morgan  ;  but  the 
celerity  made  ufe  of  by  the  Americans,  after  their 
unezpe^ed  advantage  at  the  Cowp«ts,  enabled 
them  to  evade  his  lordfiiip's  army,  and  reach  (b) 
the  Catawba.     In  the  mean  time,  G^ieral  Greene 
appointed  the  eaftem  bank  c^  that  river  for  the 
place  of  rendezvous  of  the  militia,  and  to  efie&  fcM^Cc 
a  jun^on,  if  poffible,  of  die  continentals.    in'»i*»rivw. 
order  to  complete  his  plan,  be  prepared  to  difpute 
the  paSage  of  the  Britilh,  with  G^ral  Morgan's 
(c)  divifion  and  the  militia,  till  the  other  corps 
di  continentals  could,  by  forced  marches,  reach 
the  upper  ports  of  North  Carolina. 

Tfcie  King's  troops,  after  didr  inefieftual  purfuit, 
poiaced  thdr  comte  towards  the  Catawba":  Hie 
trun  of  waggons  that  now  attended  diem  met 
with  great  obllacles  on  the  march,  which  c<m(i- 
derably  impeded  the  progrefs  of  the  army.  '  On 
the  25th,  (d)  a  halt  was  made  at  Rai^bure's  mills, 
for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying  all  the  baggage  and 
cairii^ies,  except  fuch  as  were  abfi^utety  necefla- 

(1)  (a  note  K.  (b)  Id  ootc  N,        (c)  b  sate  N,         (d)  h  Note  R. 
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C  HA  P.  ly.  Earl  Comwallig  reduced  the  fize  and  quan« 
^*  tity  of  his  own  baggage,  and  this  laudable  exam- 
pie  was  followed  by  the  generals  and  other  offi- 
cers under  his  command.  After  adopting  this 
meafure,  fo  neceflary  for  the  profecution  of  oflm- 
five  operations,  the  army  proceeded  towards  the 
Catawba.  Patroles  were  difpatched  to  reconnoi* 
tre  the  neighbouring  fords':  Parties  of  continen- 
tals and  miutia  were  difcovered  on  the  opposite 
banks  :  Intelligence  was  likewife  obtained  of  the 
arrival  of  General  Greene,  with  an  efcort  of 
American  dragoons,  at  Beatty's  ford ;  and^  that 
his  troops  were  advancing  by  rapid  marches  from 
the  Pedee.  The  fituation  of  the  public  fords 
rendering  them  formidable,  inhabitants  and  fpies 
were  employed  to  difcover  the  ftate  of  the  private 
pafles  through  the  river,  that  the  main  column  of 
the  army  might  attempt  fome  place  not  ftrongly 
guarded,  wtulft  a  detachment,  with  great  demon- 
ftration,  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Ameri- 
cans at  the  molt  Irequented  and  fliallowelt  part  of 
the  Catawba. 

On  the  evening  of  the  3tft  of  January,  a  large 
proportion  of  the  King's  troops  recdved  orders 
to  be  in  readinefs  to  march  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning ;  and  Colonel  Webfter  was  direded  to 
move  at  day-break,  with  the  33d,  the  fecond  bat- 
talion of  the  71ft,  Hamilton's  corps,  the  yagers, 
the  fix  pounders,  and  all  the  waggons,  to  Beat- 
ty's  ford.  At  the  time  appointed,  Earl  Comwal- 
hs  commanded  the  guides  to  condu£t  him,  with 
the  principal  part  of  the  army  (c)  and  two  three- 
pounders,  to  M'Cowan's,  fix  miles  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  the  public  ford.  Owing  to  the  intricacy 
of  the  roads,  and  the  darknefs  of  the  morning, 
one  of  the  three  pounders  was  overfet,  and  for 
fome  time  caufed  a  feparation  of  the  33d  regi- 
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ment,  the  cavalry,  and  the  artillery  men,  from  CHAP. 
the  main  body.    The  brigade  of  guards,  and  the     IV. 
regiOientof  Bofe,  reached  the  river  before  davn; 
and  it  evidently  appeared,  by  the  fires  on  the  op- 
polite  bank,  that  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  were 
ready  to  conteft  the  pafTage.     Brigafdier-genenl 
O'Hara  formed  the  guards  into  column,  and  di- 
re€tad  them  to  move  forwards,  and  approach  the     ' 
Americans  without  firing.    As  foon  as  the  light '"'*'^'"''* 
company  entered  the  water,    fupported  by  thei^ciET*. 
grenadiers   and  the  two  battalions,    the  enemy'"' 
conimenced  a  galling^  and   conflant  fire,  which 
was  fteadily  received  by  the  guards,  without  being 
returned.    The   column  advanced    without  the 
Jinallell  halt,  though  the  foldiers  were  frequently 
above    their    middle    in    water;    and    a    rapid 
ftream,    upwards  of   five   hundred    yards  wide, 
■was  paffed  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  with  great  gal- 
lantry (d)  and  refolution.     The  attack  of  the 
light  and  grenadier  companies,  as  foon  as  they 
reached  the  land,  difperfed  the  Americans,  who 
left  their  leader,  General  Davidfon,  dead  upon 
the  fpot,  and  about  forty  men  killed  and  wound- 
ed. Lieutenant-colonel  Hail,  of  the  light  infantry, 
fell  as  he  quitted  the  Aream.    The  guards  had 
very  few  men  killed,  and  only  thirty-fix  wound* 
ed,  on  this  trying  occafion. 

The  regiment  of  Bofe,  the  23d,  the  three 
pounders,  and  the  cavalry,  followed  in  fuccefEon. 
When  the  pa0age  was  completed.  Earl  Cornwal* 
lis  direfted  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  (e)  to 
move  forwards  with  his  own  corps  and  the  33d 
regiment,  to  attackthe  rearof  thecampat  Beatty's, 
in  cafe  the  Americans  had  not  quitted  that  pofi* 
tion  :  But  as  that  was  looked  upon  as  the  proba- 
ble confequence  of  the  firing  at  M'Cowan's,  up* 
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CH  A  ?f^  Ending  the  ford  op>en  far  CcJon^l  .WebftcTi 
ly.  '  he  was  ininrufted  to  make  a  patrole  into  the  coun- 
try,  tq  gain  intelligence  of  the  enemy.  The  ad« 
Iwanctd  dr^oons  toon  brought  foine  prifoners  to 
Tarleton,  mio  infonned  him,  th;U  the  difierent 
ipiards  upon  the  fords  had  quitted  0\e  river,  and 
ifere  making  a  precipitate  retreat.  A  heavy  rain 
and  bad  roads  preventing  the  jn^grefe  of  the  in- 
ifantry,  the  33d  was  pof^  about  five  miles  eaft 
from  Beattf 's  ford,  on  the  main  route  leading  to 
Salisbury,  and  the  purfuit  was  continued  with  tfa? 
cavalry:  They  had  not  proceeded  above  three 
miles,  when  Tarleton  gained  intelligence,  that 
the  fugitives  from  the  fords,  and  other  parties  of 
militia  from  the  counties  of  Rohan  and  Mecklen- 
burgh,  were  to  aflemble  at  two  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon at  Tarrant's  tavern.  Although  the  re- 
port of  the  diflancc  and  the  numbers  was  contTa< 
ry  to  his  wiflies,  he  reflefted,  that  the  time  was 
advantageous  to  make  imprelliou  upon  the  mili- 
tia i  that  the  weather,  on  account  of  a  violent 
rain,  was  favourable  for  the  projed ;  and  that  a 
retreat  was  always  pradicable  with  a  fuperior  body 
of  cavalry.  A^uated  by  thefe  confiderations,  he 
determined,  by  a  .rapid  march,  to  aj^iioach  the 
enemy:  llie  militia  were  vigilant,  and  were 
prepared  for  an  attack-  In  this  critical  fituatida, 
Tarleton  refolved  to  hazard  one  char^  and,  if 
unfnccelsful,  tp  order  a  retreat :  When  at  a  pro- 
per diftance,  he  defired'  his  foldiers  to  advance, 
*&ir  M  and  rejnember  the.  Cowfens.  Animated  by.  this 
tmtuu'*  reproach,  a  furious  on&t  enfued:  They  bn^ 
.through  the  center  with  irrefiftible  vsloaty,  idl- 
.led  near  Afty  on  the  fpot,  wtiumkd  maiiy  In  the 
.purfuit,  and  difperfed  abovie  five  hundred  of  the 
enemy.  Small  parties  of  dragoons  were  detadied 
in  every  dire£lion,  to  continue  their  confiiijoa, 
and  prevent  their  afiembling :  The  remainder  of 
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the  caTalry  halted  at  Tarrant's.  Seven  men  were  c  H  A  t. 
Iriiled  and  wounded,  and  twenty  horfes  fell,  by  IV. 
die  firil  fire  of  the  enemy.  This  exertion  of  the 
cavalry  fucceeding  the  gallant  aftion  of  the  guards 
in  the  morning,  diffufed  fuch  a  terror  among  the 
(f)  inhabitants,  that  the  King's  troops  paffed 
flmnigh  the  moll  hoftile  part  of  North  Carolina 
vidtout  a  fliot  from  the  militia.  Lieutenant-co> 
lonel  Tarleton,  on  the  return  of  the  detachments, 
fell  back  with  his  corps  and  fome  prifoners,  to 
join  Ae  anny,  five  miles  from  Beatty's  ford. 

Some  papers  belonging  to  Colonel  Locke,  who 
was  killed  in  the  late  anair,  difcovered  General 
Greene's  foHcitude  (M)  for  the  aflembling  of  the 
niltda.  On  Us  fird  arrival  in  Mecklenburgh  and 
Rohan,  he  thought  thofe  counties  would  fupply 
force  fufEcient,  with  the  aid  of  Morgan's  corps, 
■fe  prevent  the  King's  troops  palling  the  Catawba; 
but  if  the  inhabitants  joined  their  affiftance  after 
dut  event,  he  had  full  confidence  in  the  ability 
of  General  Hckens,  to  harafs  and  impede  the  pro- 
'^cla  of  the  King's  troops,  till  he  placed  the  dif. 
"inPto  beyond  the  Yadkin  in  a  flate  of  defence, 
by  calling  out  their  miltda»  and  effecting  ajunc* 
tionof  the  divided  continentals.  The  defign  of 
die  American  commander  being  in  fome  degree 
^ftrzted.  Earl  Comwatlis  proceeded  with  the 
royal  army  on  d\e  ad  of  February,  to  endeavour 
■to  Tender  the  -whole  abortive.  He  reached  Salif.  u^Cm*- 
bury  on  die  4th,  where  fome  emiffarics  informed  ?^^^^ 
him,  that  General  Morgan  was  at  the  Trading  SiiiiMrf. 
Jbrd,  but  had  not  paffed  the  river:  Brigadier* 
.general  <yHara  was  £refted  to  march  to  diat 
place,  with  die  guards,  die  regiment  of  Bofi^ 
and  die  cavalry.  Owing  to  rain,  darknefs,  and 
bad  Toads,  the  troops  did  not  arrive  at  th?  Tad* 
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CHAP,  kin  till  near  midnight.    After  a  Udmulh  (c)  it 
ly.     ivas  difcovered  that  Morgan's  corps  had  croffcd 
Se'tvildili  "1  the  evening,  leaving  a  detachment  of  riflemen 
'»"'■         to  proteft  feme  waggons  and  ftores  belonging  to 
country  people,  who  were  flying  with  their  effe^, 
■    to  avoid  the  Britifc  army.     General  0*Hara  hav- 
ing made  a  fruitlefs  (g)  effort  to  get  polTeflion  of 
the  flats  and  large  boats  upon  the  river,  took  poft 
with  the  infantry  on  the    ground    which  com- 
manded the  ford  and  the  ferry»  and  fent  back  the 
cavalry  to  Salifbury.    A  heavy  rain  fwelled  the 
Yadkin  the  fucceeding  day  and  night,  and  Gene- 
ral Morgan  rsmuned  on  die  eaftem  bank,  facing 
the  Britiih  troops. 

Earl  Comwallis  finding  that  he  could  not  at- 
tempt the  Trading  fprd,  on  account  of  the  ad- 
vantageous pofition  of  the  enemy  and  depth  of 
the  river,  detache4  the  cavalry,  fiipported  by  the 
33d  regiment,  on  the  afternoon  otitic  6th,  to  re- 
connoitre Grant's  creek,  and  the  country  beyond 
it.  Some  militia  broke  the  bridge  on  the  creek, 
but  retired  on  the  approach  of  the  Britifii.  As 
foon  as  the  bridge  was  repaired.  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Tarleton  made  a  long  patrole  wit^  the  cavalry, 
and  finding  no  obdacles  to  impede  th^courfe  of 
the  main  army  to  the  upper  fords,  and  no  proba- 
bility of  oppofition  in  crofling  the  Yadkin  above 
the  forks,  he  returned  towards  his  infantry,  and 
fent  a  written  report  of  his  difcoveries  to  Salifliury. 
Ofi  this  news.  Earl  Comwallis  directed  Gencnl 
O'Hara  to  quit  his  pofition  at  the  Trading  ford, 
and  return  to  head  quarters;  which  being  ac- 
ekI  Om.  <^ompIiflied,  the  royal  army  marched  from  Sa* 
wsiiit  lifbury,  and  palTed  the  different  creeks  on  the  road 
to  the  (hallow  fords,  where  they  croffed  the  Yad. 
kin,  and  entered  the  Moravian  fettlemenU 
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The  mild  and  bofpital)le  difpofition  of  the  inha-  c  H  A  P. 
bitatits,  being  aflifted  by  the  well-cultivated  and  IV. 
fruitful  plantations  in  their  po0eOion,  afforded 
abuodant  and  feafonable  fupplies  to  the  King's 
troops  during  their  paflage  Uirough  this  dtftrift. 
Earl  Comwallis,  wifliing  to  intercept  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  force  them  to  adionto  the  fouthward  of 
the  Roanoke,  proceeded  from  Salem  towards  the 
head  of  Haw  river,  and  on  his  march  gained  iutel- 
iigence  of  their  having  compofed  a  formidable  (d) 
corps  of  light  troops,  confifting  of  Lee's,  Bland's, 
and  Wafhington's  cavalry,  the  continental  light 
infontry,  and  fome  riflemen,  in  order  to  watch 
his  motions,  and  retard  his  progrefs,  whilft:  Ge- 
neral Greene  removed  the  ftores  and  heavy  bag- 
gage of  the  continental  army  into  Virginia,  and 
baltened  the  remainder  of  tus  troops  to  the  river 
Dan,  on  the  frontier  of  that  province.  At  the 
crofs  roads,  near  the  Reedy  fork,  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  Britiih  light  troops  was  attacked  by 
Colonel  Lee's  dragoons,  who  were  repuUed  with 
fome  lofs ;  but  -  an  officer  of  the  advanced  guard 
continuing  the  purfuit  too  far,  was  made  prifoner, 
with  three  of  bis  followers.  The  bridge  on  Ree- 
dy fork  being  broken  down,  retarded  for  fome 
hcHirs  the  advance  of  Eail  Comwallis,  who  after- 
wards croffed  Troublefome  creek,  and  perfevered 
in  the  direction  to  the  high  fords  of  the  Dan.  On 
the  road  many  fldrmilhes  took  place  between  the 
Britiih  and  theAmerican  light  troops,  withoutgreat 
lofs  to  either  party,  or  any  impediment  to  the  prc- 
grefs  of  the  main  body.  Owing  to  an  excellent 
difpofition  which  was  attended  with  fome  fortur 
nate  contingencies.  General  Greene  paiTed  the  Cmerd 
whole  army  over  the  river  Dan  on  the  r4th,  near°7S*i^ 
Country-line  creek,  without  their  receiving  any 
material  detriment  fronl  the  King's  troops.  Every 
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C  H  'A  P.  meafure  of  the  Americans,  during  thdr  march 
IV.  from  the  Catawba  to  Virginia,  wasjudlcioufly  de- 
'  figned  and  vigoroufly  executed,  llie  BritiJh  pro- 
ceeded without  intermijQon  to  Boyd's  ferry,  (h) 
where  they  found  fome  works  evacuated,  iriucli 
had  been  conftrufted  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy,  who  fix  hours  before  had  finifbed  their 
pallage,  and  were  then  encamped  on  the  opp(^te 
bank. 

The  continentals  being  chafed  out  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, and  the  militia  being  awed  and  impeded 
from  colleding.  Earl  Comwallis  thought  the  op- 
portunity favourable  for  aflembling  the  King's 
friends.     With  this  intention  he  retired  from  the 
'Etti  Cora-D^ui,  and  proceeded  by  eafy   marches  towards 
^Khe>  „  Hillfljorough,  the  capital  of  the  province.     On 
Kiiik.      this  movement  the  lung's  troops  gradually  reco- 
raogh,       ■vered  from  the  fatigue  they  had  undergone  on  the 
late  march,  which  they  had  borne  with  exempla- 
ry patience  and  fortitude.    Earl  Comwallis,  on 
his  arrival  at  Hillfborough,  publifhed  a  proda- 
A«d  erea.  mation,    (O)  inviting  all  loyal  fubgefts    to  re- 
^^j^'»  pair  to  the  King's  flandard,  (i)  and  to   take  an 
a^ve  part  in  afhfting  him  to  reftore  order  and 
confUtutional  government. 

During  thefe  operations.  Generals  Sumpter  and 
Marion  endeavoured  to  difturb  the  communicati- 
ons, and  excite  infurreftions,  in  South  Carolina. 
Lord  Rawdon  immediately  fuppre^Ted  all  die  ene- 
.  my'$  attempts  within  his  reach.  A  body  of  con- 
tinentals, under  Colonel  Lee,  had  met  with  fome 
fuccefs  on  the  extremity  of  the  eaftem  border, 
where  the  garrifon  of  George  town  were  furprifed : 
But  this  part  of  the  frontier  was  relieved  by  the 
recall  of  the  continentals  to  the  northward,  and 
Georgetown  was  again  occupied  by  the  Britiih. 
Previous  to  the  movement  'rf  the  royal  aray 
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ftom  Wynnelborough,  Eari  Cornwallis  inftruaed  CHAP. 
lueutenant-colonel  Balfour,  to  fend  2  detachment  ^^* 
froia  Charles  town,  under  the  convoy  of  a  naval 
force,  totakepofleiHonof  Wilmmgton,  in  North 
Carolina.  Information  was  received  about  this 
time,  that  Major  Craig,  of  the  Sid,  with  the 
flank  companies  of  his  regiment,  ?nd  two  hun- 
dred men,  had  proceeded  up  Cape-Fear  river  with 
military  fuppliee,  and  had  fordiied  himfelf  in  that 
poft.  From  Hillfborough,  Earl  Cornwallis  open- 
ed correfpondence  with  Wilmington,  and  defired 
die  officer  commanding  at  that  place  to  report  to 
him  the  ftate  of  the  country  in  his  neighbourhood, 
auid  to  gather  as  early  and  complete  information 
as  poffible,  of  the  pradicability  of  eftabliihing  a 
■water  commmucation  between  his  garrifon  and 
Crofs  creek. 

Soon  after  the  King^s  ftandard  was  erected  at 
Hillfborough,  many  hundred  inhabitants  of  the 
fvirrounding  diftrifts  rode  into  the  Britifli  camp,  to 
talk  over  me  proclamation, ,  inquire  the  news  of 
tiie  day,  and  take  a  view  of  the  King's  troops. 
Ilie  generality  of  thefe  vifitants  feemed  defirous 
erf  peace,  but  averfe  to  every  exertion  that  might 
tend  to  procure  it.  They  acknowledged  the  con- 
tinentals were  chafed  out  of  the  province  ;  but 
diCT  declared,  they  foon  expeded  them  to  return, 
and  the  dread  of  violence  and  perfecution  prevent- 
ed their  taking  a  decided  part  in  a  caufe  which 
yet  aj^jeared  dangerous.  Some  of  the  moft  zea- 
iouB  prcdefTors  of  attachment,  who  were  denomi- 
aated  tories,  from  having  publicly  avowed  their 
fcntimaits,  promifed  to  niife  corps  and  regiments 
for  the  King's  fervice ;  but  thdr  followers  and  de- 
pendents protefting  againft  military  reftraint  and 
fid>ordiRation,  numbers  were  never  found  to  com- 
plete their  eftabUflunents.  Another  circumftance 
deferves  mention,  which  undoubtedly  had  mate- 
rial influence  at  this  period*     Owing  to  a  variet)- 

of 
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C  H  A  P,  of  caufes,  the  King's  troops  had  never  made  any 
»V.  ferious  effort  to  affift  the  well  afiefted  in  North 
Carolina  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
The  length  of  time  that  had  clapfed  fince  Gover- 
nor Martin  quitted  the  province,  and  the  variety. 
of  calamities  which  had  attended  the  exertions  of 
the  loyaliCts,  had  not  only  reduced  their  numbers 
and  weakened  their  attachment,  but  had  confirm- 
ed the  power  and  fuperiority  of  the  adverfe  party, 
and  bad  occafioned  a  general  deprelGon  in  the 
King's  friends,  which  would  not  eafUy  have  been 
Ihaken  off  in  the  moft  profperous  times,  and  there- 
fore was  not  likely  to  be  wanned  into  a^on  with 
the  preTent  appearance  of  public  affairs. 

Notwithftanding  the  indifference  or  the  terror 
of  the  loyalifts  was  vifible  at  Hilhborough,  Earl 
Cbmwallis  entertained  hopes  of  receiving  rein- 
forcements from  the  inhabitants  between  the  Haw 
and  the  Deep  river.  On  the  23d  (k)  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  was  detached  with  two  hundred 
cavalry,  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  Colonel 
Webfler's  brigade,  and  one  hundred  yagers,  to 
give  countenance  to  the  friends  of  government  in 
UiatdiftriS:  A  family  of  the  name  of  Fylehad 
made  preparation  for  an  infurreftion  in  that  qaar- 
ter,  and  had  communicated  their  intentions  to  Earl 
ComwalUs,  who  affured  them  that  a  Britifh  force 
(hould  be  lent  to  give  them  proteftion  whilft  they 
affenibled,  and  at  the  fame  time  requefted  them  to 
march  to  Hillfborough,  or  to  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton's  corps,  as  foon  as  they  bad  coUeded  a 
body.  On  the  34th  the  Britifh  detachment  pafled 
the  Haw,  and  difperfed  a  party  of  American 
militia,  who  had  united  to  counterad  the  inten- 
tions of  the  loyalifts.  Tarleton  was  told  by  the 
prifoners,  that  a  continental  force  was  expeded  in 
the  neighbourhood,  which  Intelligence  induced 

ih)  la  nle  K. 
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liim  tofend  to  the  Fyles  to  join  hint  without  de-CH  A  P. 
lay.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day  particular  and  au-  'V- 
thentic  information  was  obtained  of  Colonel 
Lee's  cavalry  having  paffed  Haw  river  to  meet  a 
corps  of  mountaineers  under  Colonel  Prefton,  for 
the  purpofe  of  intimidating  or  difperling  the  King's 
iriends.  This  repottmade  Tarleton  repeat  his  or- 
ders to  the  Pyles  for  an  inftant  junftion  of  the 
numbers  already  affembled,  that  he  might  proceed 
againft  either  Lee  or  Prefton  before  ttiey  united. 
Spies  were  fent  to  gain  intelligence  of  both,  and 
fome  fatisfaSory  accounts  had  arrived,  when  fe- 
Tcral  wounded  loyalifts  entered  the  Britifli  camp, 
and  complained  to  Tarleton  of  the  cruelty  of  his 
dragoons.  Though  the  accufation  was  erroneous, 
their  fufferings  were  evident,  and  the  caufe  from 
i^ence  they  proceeded  was  foon  afterwards  difco- 
yered.  Colonel  Pyle,  and  two  hundred  of  his 
followers,  being  all  equally  ignorant  of  the  cuf- 
toms  of  war,  had  not  complied  with  the  orders 
they  rectived,  and  though  forewarned  of  their 
danger,  thought  fit  to  pay  vifits  to  their  kin- 
dred and  acquaintance  before  they  repaired  to 
the  Britifti  camp  :  Infpired  by  whiJkey  and  the 
novelty  of  their  fituation,  they  unfortunately  pro- 
longed their  excorfions,  til],  meeting  a  detach- 
ment of  dragoons,  whoBj  they  fuppofed  to  be  Bri- 
tifli,  they  received  a  fierce  and  Unexpefl:ed  attadc, 
in  anfvfcr  to  their  amicable  falutation  of  "  God 
fave  the  King,"  and  many  of  them  experienced 
inhuman  barbarity  ;  when  difcovering  their  mif- 
take,  they  fupplicated  for  mercy.  Patroles  were 
fent  out  to  learn  the  courfe  the  American  dra- 
goons had  taken  after  this  event,  and  aiOllance 
was  difpatched  to  the  wounded  loyalilts.  After 
dark  information  was  procured  of  the  diftance 
and  pofition  of  the  mountaineers  ;  and  when  the 
Britilh  troops  were  under  arms  at  midnight,  to  pro- 
ceed towards  their  encampment,  an  exprefs  arrived 
I  from 
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CHAT,  from  Earl  Comwallis    with  an  order  (P.)  for 
'^*      Licutenatit-colonel    Tarl«or\'s    return   to  HUlf< 
borough. 

The  exertion  made  by  the  noble  £arl  to  caU 
forth  the  loyalifls  in  North  Carolina,  fince  the  ab> 
fence  of  the  comiuemal  army»  had  excited  ihc 
attention  of  General  Greene,  who  eDdeavoured 
to  obdrud  ihe  defiga,  by  privately  employing 
the  a&ive  emilTarieg  of  his  party,  till  he  bad  col- 
lected a  fufficient  force  to  venture  over  the  Dan, 
and  give  public  fupport  to  the  American  canfe. 
GcMtti  The  report  of  bis  adTance  foon  made  the  lukc- 
^^^^  warm  friends  abandon  tbc  Britifli  camp,  and 
Dm.  prompted  Earl  Corawalli)  to  call  in  his  detach- 
ments.  The  exprcfs  from  head  quarter*  obliaed 
Tarleton  to  forego  bis  cnterprife,  and  return  im- 
mediately to  the  general,  \^o  had  taken  a  new 
pofition  out  of  the  town,  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Eno.  The  American  conunander,  though 
confiderably  reinforced  by  ft«te  troops,  by  back 
woodfmen,  and  by  militia,  did  not  intpnd  to  a{v 
proach  and  oSer  battle  to  the  king's  troops  in  the 
prefent  fituatioo  of  the  two  armies.  His  plan 
was  not  to  venture  upon  adioii  withoot  manifeft 
foperiority  and  advantage ;  but  to  keep  alive  the 
courage  of  his  party,  to  deprefs  that  of  the 
loyalitts,  to  wait  for  the  additioiial  affillance  whidi 
be  expeded,  and  to  harals  the  foragers  and  de- 
tachments of  the  Britilh. 

Although  the  king's  ftandard  had  been  ercdcd 
at  Hilliborougti,  and  the  loyalifts  of  North  Ca> 
Tolina  invited  to  repair  to  it.  Earl  Comwallis  did 
not  deem  it  judicious  (I)  to  remain  long  in  that 
fituation  after  General  Greene  returned  firom 
Tirginia.  On  the  26th  the  royal  army  marched 
by  the  left,  pafled  through  Hllllborough,  and 
pointed  their  courfe  towards  the    Haw.    ,  Tbc 

(P.)Nrt.P.  tl.)InMot«lU 
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f  raitiulncfs  of  tbe  country, .  and  the  protedioQ  ofc  H  A  p.  . 
*  aL  body  of  the  king's  friends,  fuppofcd  to  reftde      IV. 
in  that  diflrid,  were  the  reafoRS  affigned  for  ihU 
movement.     The  Haw  wat  paOed  on  the  27th,e*ri  Com- 
and  the  king's  troops  took  pod  near  Allainaaceu*"''„^j[*' 
creek  and  Stinking-quarter.    If  General  Greene 
loft  tbe  confidence  of  his  friends  by  quitting 
Korih  Carolina  when  purfucd  by  a  fuper'ior  force, 
£ari  Comwallis  tlkewife  rvlinquilfaed  his  clum  to 
tbe  fuperiority  of  the  BritiOt  arms  by  abandoning 
HilUborough  upon  tbe  return  of  tbe  American 
geoerat  into  the  province ;  and  undoubtedly  both 
oScen  from  this  peribd  placed  t^hdr  ^tutc  hopes- 
in  their  own  military  conduft,  and  refted  tbe 
event  of  the  campaign .  upon  ,the  operations  of 
thcit  refpedive  arntici. 

As  loon  as  Genfral  Greene  was  informed  of 
the  pofition  of  the  main  body  of  the  King's 
troops  nov  AUamance,  ,and  that  their  advanced 
guanl  extended  \i  little  way  towards  Deep  river, 
he  crofied  the  Hav  near  its  foorce,  and  took  pod 
between  Troublefome  creek  and  Reedy  fork. 
The  two  armie«  did  not  long  remain  in  this  litua- 
tion.  The  Briti'fli  cavalry  were  ordered  on  the 
sd  of  March  to  forage  about  three  miles  in  front 
of  their  encampment.  C^tain  Hovcnden,  of  the 
legion,  who  commanded  the  covering  party,  ob- 
fervtng  fome  of  the  American  dragoons  in  tbe 
nctghboarbood  of  (he  plantations  where  he  was 
dtrcd^  to  coUed  forage,  rode  forwards  to  ex-  ' 
anioe  more  clofely  ;  when,  perceiving  the  ene- 
my's infantry,  be  <Ufpatched  the  foragers  to  camp 
without  their  burdens,  and,  on  his  return,  re- 
ported the  circumftanccs  he  had  difcovercd.  This 
intelligence  induced  Lieutenant-cotonel  Tarleton 
to  make  a  patrole  with  his  whole  corps,  which 
confifted  of  (be  cavalry,  a  few  mounted  in^ntry, 
the  light  company  of  the  guards,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  of  Colonel  Webfter's  brigade,  ^ 
R  after 
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after  having  conveyed  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  by  A* 
prefs,  hts  rcafon  for  fncb  a  proceeding.  The  ap- 
proach to  the  ground  where  the  enemy  were  de- 
fcribed  to  have  been  feen  proving  unfit  for  the 
operations  of  cavalry,  Tarlcton  dire£ted  the  in* 
fantry  to  form  the  advance,  and  to  explore  the 
thick  woods  upon  the  6anks  with  great  attention. 
The  light  company  of  the  guards,  commanded 
by  Captain  Dundafs,  led  the  column,  the  infan* 
try  of  the  line  followed  the  guards,  and  the  ca* 
valry  brought  up  the  foragers  in  tbe  rear,  till  the 
country  would  allow  tbe  dragoons  to  move  on  (0 
the  front.  When  the  Britim  drew  near  to  tbe 
plantations  which  were  to  fumifli  the  forage,  a 
heavy  fire  from  foqie  thickets  on  each  fide  of  the 
road  difcovered  the  lituation  of  the  enemy.  The 
-  guards  formed  with  their  ufaal  alacrity,  and  C^ 
tain  Ingram,  of  the  33d  regiment,  who  com* 
mandcd  the  hundred  vid  fiftj  men»of  Web* 
fter's  brigade,  was  directed  to  arefs  his  left  by 
their  right,  whilft  the  cavalry  moved  to  his  right, 
where  the  country  appeared  mod  favourable  for 
their  exertions.  The  gallantry  of  the  Britiflt 
troops,  after  a  Ifaort  conflid:,  dillodged  and  dif. 
perfcd  a  corps  of  eight  hundred  men,  cotnpofed 
of  Lee's  legion,  Wafhington's  dragoons,  aod 
Preflon's  back-woodfmcn.  The  lofs  of  tbe  Ame- 
ricans was  confined  principally  to  the  woodfinca ; 
the  continentals  retreated  early,  and  did  not  wvt 
the  charge  of  the  Britifli  dragoons,  who  were 
much  impeded  in  their  advance  by  a  thick  wood 
and  high  rails,  which  prevented  tbe  adion  from 
being  more  general  and  decifivci 

The  purfuit  was  retrained  on  account  of  tbe 
various  roads  by  which  tbe  enemy's  cavalry  coolit 
efcape,  and  in  confequence  of  the  report  of  pri- 
foners,  who  acknowledged  that  General  Greene 
was  moving  with  the  American  army  to  tbe  fouth- 
ward  of '  the  Reedy  fork.  Though  the  continentals 
fuffcred 
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fuflfered  little  in  this  a&ir,  numbers  of  the  rifle'-  chap. 
men  were  killed  and  wounded ;  and  being  aban-  ^^' 
doned  by  their  cavalry,  the  reft  were  totally  dif- 
perfed.  The  lofs  of  the  Britilh  amounted  to  one 
officer  vonnded,  and  twenty  men  killed  and 
wounded,  which  fell  principally  upon  the  guards. 
Daring  the  time  that  the  dragoons  were  colle^- 
ing  their  truflei,  an  exprcfs  was  fent  to  Earl 
Cornwallis  to  advife  him  of  the  movement  of  tlie  * 

eneaiy  -,  and  the  forage  being  completed,  the 
light  troops  fell  back  to  their  former  encampment  ^ 
where  they  found  Major  De  Buy,  with  the  yagers, 
the  regiment  of  Bofe,  and.  two  pieces  of  cannon, 
£arl  Cornwallis  having  advanced  this  fdpport  as 
Soon  as  he  heard  the  muftetry  in  front. 

The  next  morning  Lieu  tenant- colonel  Tarleton 
was  lUrcded  to  move  a  corps,  conlifting  of  two 
hundred  cav^ry,  the  light  company  of  the  guards, 
eighty  yagers,  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  oL 
Welder's  brigade,  two  fix  pounders,  and  the 
regiment  of  Bofe,  lix  miles  to  the  front  of  the 
Britifh  army,  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
enemy.  He  chofe  a  ftrong  poll  for  his  numbers. 
The  intermediate  country  was  foraged  during  the 
day:  In  the  evening  Tarleton  was  defired  to 
maintun  hu  pofttion  till  morning,  unlefs  be 
found  that  he  was  likely  to  be  attacked  by  a 
force  too  confiderable  to  refift:  The  advanced 
poft,  in  this  delicate  and  tickliQi  fituation,  was 
felt  all  night  by  the  enemy,  and  the  patroles 
were-  frequently  driven  in.  The  forage  being 
completed.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  with- 
drew, and  joined  the  army  in  the  morning. 

About  this  period  Earl  Cornwallis  and  Gene? 
ral  Greene  entered  into  correfpondence  for  the 
exchange  of  prifoners  beloogii^  to  the  fouthem 
armie».  Captain  Brodrick,  who  was  empowered 
to  treat  by  the  former,  on'  account  of  fome  dif- 
^cuitieg  which  arofe,  could  not  bring  thf  bufi- 
R  ft  nefs 
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CHAP,  nefg  to  a  conclafion  :.  U  dropped  for  fome  tiox; 
IV.  and  being  afterwardft  revived,  vas  finifbcd  bj 
Captain  Cornwallis^  on  the  port  of  the  Britiih, 
and  Colonel  Carrington  as  agent  for  the  Atneri- 
cans,  when  the  cuftomiry  tariff  was  figned,  and 
accordingly  executed. 

On  the  jih  information  was  conveyed  to  head 
quarters  of  the  principal  part  of  General  Greene's 
*  army  being  fitaated  near  Guildford  court  houfs, 

and  that  the  light  troops  and  militia  extended 
down  Reedy  fork  and  towards  the  Haw  river,  to 
protect  the  country,  and  guard  the  fiomnuinr- 
cations  with  Virginia,  and  the  upper  parts  ci 
.North  CiroHna.  Several  reports  confirming  the 
validity  of  this  intelligence.  Earl  Comwallts  de- 
termined to  move  the  next  day  to  difturfa  the 
enemy's  (a.)  commnnicatbns,  and  derange  thor 
projeds.  (m.)  Early  in  the  morning  he  psSU 
the  Allamance  :  The  light  troops  led  the  coluair^ 
-fupported  by  Colonel  Webfter's  brigade:  The 
regiment  of  Bofe  was  followed  by  the  brigade  ^ 
guards}  and  Hamilton's  corps,  with  the  wag- 
gons,'brougbt  up  the  rear.  The  Britifli  dra- 
goons loon  pulhed  Colonel  Lee's  cavalry  from 
their  advanced  lituation  :  They  retired  to  Wet- 
zell's  mill  on  tbeHeedy  fork :  Lieutenant-coloiKl 
Tarletoii  difcovered  the  enemy  to  be  in  force  at 
that  fJace,  and  reported  the  circumftance  to  Earl 
Cornwallis,  who  direfled  Colonel  Webfter  co 
form  his  brigade  into  line  with  the  light  company 
of  the  guards  and  the  yagers.  This  difpolittot 
being  made,  the  front  line  advanced,  the  reft  of 
the  King's  troops  remaining  in  column.  The 
Affiint  cneroydid  not  oppofe  the  ri^t  wing  of  the  &i* 
*;,"•"■•  tifk  io  fteadily  as  the  left:  The  23d  and  71ft 
moved  forwards  to  the  creek  without  any  great 
impediment ;  and  the  ardent  bravery  of  the  33d 

(t)  la  Mte  Q^  lof.)  b  oMcR. 
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and  the  light  company  of  the  guards  foon  .dif-  CHAP. 
lodged  thdfc  from  their  ftrong  ppfition.  The  in-  IV. 
fantry  mounted  the  hill  above  the  creek,  and 
difpcrfed  the  Americans  fo  effeflually,  that  the 
cavalry  could  only  colleft  a  few  ftragglersfrom 
ttu  woods  in  front.  The  militia  nho  guarded 
ihre  pafs  had  upwards  of  one  hundred  men  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken.  The  killed  and  wounded 
of  the  Britifh  amounted  to  about  thirty. 

If  the  defign  had  been  completed  with  the  fame 
energy  with  which  it  was  commenced,  the  hapf 
pietl  confcqucnces  might  have  rcfulted  from  it. 
An  immediate  movement   of  the  King's  troops  1 

acrofg  High-rock  ford  might,  at  this  period,  have 
produced  various  and  decifive  events.  Such  a 
manoeuvre  (b.)  might  have  intercepted  the  Ameri- 
can Aorcs  and  reinforcemttits.  then  approaching 
from  Hilliborough  and  Virginia;  might  have  iii- 
Icrrupted  the  retreat  of  the  American  army,  or 
forced  the  continentals  to  hazard  an  action  with- 
out the  affiftance  of  their  eighteen-months  men 
and  militia.  The  news  of  Earl  Cornwallis's  march 
rnade  General  Greene  decamp  precipitately,  in 
©rder  to  proceed  towards  the  Haw  for  the  pro- 
teftion  of  bis  (c.)  ftoreg  and  reinforce  itients : 
Intelligence  was  obtained  of  this  circumftance  by 
the  exprefs  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  Brittlh  le- 
gion dragoon,  who  conduced  him  to  Earl  Corn- 
vallis  with  his  difpatches.  But  notwithftanding 
thcfc  weighty  confiderations,  it  was'  ftrenuoufly 
urged  to  his  lordfliip,  that  a  move  towards  Deep 
river  would  cover  the  King's  friends,  and  that  the 
army  had  not  fufEcient  provifions  to  proceed  into 
ibeeoiintt;y  beyond  the  Haw.  In  vain  was  It  re- 
prcfented  that  the  Britifli  troops  could  never  ex- 
ped  great  alfiftaocc  from  the  loyalifts  till  they  had 
dcftroycd  Greene,  and  acquired  a  marked  fu- 
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cHAP.  periority  of  arms;  that  the  prefent eqgprprire  was 
'^*  momentous,  and  happily  commenced  ^  aod  that 
Tigoroot  cxertloDi  for  forty-eight  hours  would 
procure  favourable  opportunities  of  taking  all  the 
ilores  of' the  Americans,  beating  their  army  in 
detail,  and  fecuring  the  cveoc  t^  the  cdk- 
paign. 

The  performance  a£  tbefe  operations,  which 
would  probably  bare  averted  many  of  tbc  fub> 
fequeot  calamities,  wat  not,  however,  under* 
taken,  and  an  order  was  given  for  the  King's 
troops  to  incline  to  the  wellward :  They  accord- 
ingly moved  in  a  foath-weft  direflion  ror  a  few 
days,  wbilll  General  Greene  (d.)  conncfted, 
without  moleftation,  his  militia,  bis  eightecn- 
months  men,  and  hiyiontinentals ;  when  be  ad- 
vanced towards  a  good  pofition  over  Reedy  fork 
with  an  army  of  feven  tboufand  men,  and  puQied 
forwards  bis  light  troops  to  attack  the  rear  of  the 
Britilh  as  they  crolTed  a  branch  of  Deep  river  : 
Eiriconi-  The  Icgiou  dfagoons  rcpulfed  the  enemy's  de- 
7^1^^"  tacbment  with  fome  lofs,  and  the  royal  army  cn- 
D(«p  rim.  camped  on  the  13th  at  the  Quaker's  meting 
boufc. 


VOTtS 


by  Google 
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(NOTE  -A.) 


Extraff.—From  Earl  Cornwailu  to  Major-general 

Lejlity  dated  camp,  atWynneJborougby  November  ^f^J^'^ 

IZtb,  1780.  aipnr. 

WE  will  then  give  our  friends  i»  North  Ca- 
roUna  i^  fair  trial :  If  they  behave  like 
men,  it  may  be  of  the  greatell  advantage  to  the 

^airs  of  Bntain  j  if  they  are  as as  our  friends 

to  the  foilthward,  we   muft    leave  them  to  their 
fate,  and fecure  what  we  have  got. 


(NOTE     B. ) 


B)eircffi.-~-From  Earl  ContwaU'u  to  Lieutemint' 
colonel  Tarleton,  dated  Wynne/borough,  Decem- 
ber 18M,  1780. 

ftlT  IF  you  had  not  moved  yefterday,  Einlock 
would  have  informed  you  that  Leflie's  fleet  came 


ogle 
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NMMwtiieOTer  thebar  on  Thurfdaylaft,  all  well,  andnota 
^2^  fingle  miffing  fliip  ;  they  will  berin  their  march,! 
beUeve,  this  day.  I  expe£t  Balfour  here  to-mor- 
row or  Wednelaay.  Lord  Rawdoa  has  received 
intelligence,  which,  however,  he  does  not  credit, 
that  Morgan's  corps  and  the  cavalry  had  pafled  the 
Catawba.  I  have  fent  out  every  body  I  could  en- 
gage to  go ;  but  the  friends  hereabout  are  £b  ti- 
mid, andfo  ftupid,  that  I  can  get  no  intelligence. 

lapprehend  wemufb  firft  diflodge  Lace^Sccfrom 
Turkey  creek,  and  then  march  op  the  ireft  fide  of 
Catawba  to  fome  of  the  fords  above  the  Tuckafe^ge. 
I  wiOi  you  jpould  rake  pains  to  inform  yourfelfa^ 
thoroughly  as  poflible  of  the  Hate  of  the  roads, 
(a)  provifions,  forage,  mills,  &c.  I  have  a  good 
account  of  our  recruits,  in  general,  and  hope  to 
march  from  hence  three  £oufand  five  hundred 
fighting  men,  leaving  thofe  I  mentioned  to  you  on 
■  the  frontiers. 

1  truft  you  will  make  every  poflible  Quit  rather 
than  go  much  farther  back,  as  I  flioutd  then  be 
uneafy  aboat  M' Arthur ;  and  as  foon  as  yon  have 
been-able  to  get  information  abom  the  country,  I 
ihould  be  glad  to  fee  you,  to  talk  over  our  nwch* 


{NOTE     C.) 


Extras. — From  Major-general  Lejl'u  to  LordGafr%e 
Germain,  dated  Charles  tgvm,Dac.  3<tfA,  1780. 

,  I  DID  myfelf  the  honour  of  vridng  to  yovr 
.lordOiip  at  f«a,  on  board  the  Romulus,  ~  the  17th 
ult.  From  hard  gales  and  contrary  •irvub,.  we 
(fid  not  get  here  before  the  13th  inftant  The 
troops  are  all  arrived  in  great  bealth  :  We  net 
vith  no  his  except  oqr  borKS.  Coauaodih't  09f> 

ton 


tan  paid  the  greacefl:  attention  ia  keeplqg  bis  flaet>f<>tt>ioik* 
b^^faer,  and  difpofing  of  his  light  armed  TefleU  ^wnr. 
ioT  the  protedlofi  of  me  tranfpotts.  I  found  or- 
ders here  to  march  up  the  country  with  abqut  one 
thoufand  five  huudTe4  and  thir^  men*  to  jois 
Ixird  CorawalUs  as  foon  as  pof&ble  :  The  want  of 
horfes  and  waggons  prevented  me  proceeding  on 
my  match  untU  this  day. 


(NOTE      D.) 

€iQ.-^'Fh>m  Earl  CbrmoaHh  to  Lf^meHaHt-eolenel 
'Tttrteten,  dated  Wynmjbarot^h,  December  36ti\ 
1780. 

ttj  A  MAN  came  this  mining  •from  Charlotte 
town  ;  his  fidelity  is,  however,  very  doubtful ;  he 
*fay8,  that  Greene  marched  on  Wcdnefday  laft  to- 
wards Ae  Cheraws,  to  join  General  Cafwall,  and 
that  Morgan,  with  his  infiintry  and  one  huQ- 
dred  and  twenty-fbitrt^  Wafbington's  light  horTe, 
cro£fed  Btggar's  feny,  on  Thurfday  and  Friday 
laft,  to  jom  Lacey.  I  ezpeA  more  certain  intel- 
l^ence  before  night,  when  you  ihall  hear  agun 
irom  nte. 


(NOTE    E.) 


"fcrt*. — From  Earl  Ccrnwallis  to  Lieutenfnt-eoh^f 
Tarletorty  dated  WjnneJborQu^b,  December  a6tbf 
1780. 

^  SEND  you  the  reports  of  the  day.    Krft, 


Morgan 
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jTetntoth*  Morgan  and  Wafliington  have  paiTed  Broad  river; 
Faufih    fecondly,  a  brig  from  York  fays,   that    packs 

^'*^"'  fud  arrived  diere  from  England,  and  that  ac> 
counts  vere  brought,  that  fix  regimentt 
vere  under  orders  for  embarkation,  fuppojti 
to  be  deftined  for  Carolina  \  thirdly,  and  the 
worft  report  of  all,  if  true,  that  one  dioufand 
French  ate  got  into  Qx^t  Fear,  who  will  proba- 
bly fortify  themfelves  at  Wilmington,  and  ftop 
our  water  communication  widi  Charles  town  witb 
provifions.;  fourthly,  diat  an  embarkation  wai 
taking  place,  under  General  Hiilips,  from  New 
York,  faid  to  be  delUned  for  the  Chefapeak. 

Lord  Rawdon  mentions^  that  by  a  lener  from 
M'Einnon  to'England,  heis afraid  diat  theaccoa- 
trements  for  the  lytb  dragoons  are  coming  up 
by  the  flow  proce&  of  General  Lellie'g  corps. 
Try  to  get  (a)  all  pollible  intelligence  of  Morgan, 
•ifour's  very  fmcerely, 

CORNWALLIS.  * 
iHgtCBiint-coloml  Tuletoo^ 


(NOTE    F.  ) 


Copy>'~~From  Earl  Comwallif  to  Lieutenant-c^onel 
Tarletorif  dated  Wynnejborouzbf  y&nuarj  id, 
ij%Q.  /even (^ clock  A.  M.* 

V^  Dear  Tarj.eton» 

I  SENT  Haldane  (a)  to  you  laft  night,  to  defire 
you  would  pafa  Broad  river,  with  the  legion  and 
thefirfl  battalion  of  the  71ft,  as  foon  as  poflible. 
If  Morgan  Is  ftill  at  Williams',  or  aiw  where 
within  your  reach*  I  Ihould  wiib  you  to  pum  him  to 

ThU  Ittttr  WH  aiOtttd  ^  nUUkt,  Mef  wiUtu  m  tbc  Xd  vf  lutiuj 

the 

L,._,  zLd_,Cooglc 
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theutmoft:  I  have  not  heard,  except  from  M*A^- Nowtto  it» 
thur,  of  his  having  cannon ;  nor  would  I  believe  c^wL 
it,  imleis  he  has  it  from  very  eood  authority :  It 
is,  however,    poffible,  and  Ninety  Six  is  of  fo  i 

much  confequence,  that  no  time  is  to  be  loft. 
■  Tours  fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 


L.et  me  know  if  you  think  that  the  moving  the 
whole,  or  any  part  of  my  (c)  corps,  can  be  m  ufe, 


(NOTE     G.) 


Extras. — From  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  Earl 
Conmallii,  dated  Brookei',  Jan.^by  1781. 

ttj  MORGAN,  with  upwards  of  one  thoufand 
two.hundred  men,  bdng  on  this  fide  Broad  river, 
to  threaten  Ninety  Six,  and  evade  your  lordfliip's 
army  whenever  you  may  move,  I  beg  leave  to  of- 
fer my  opinion  how  his  defign  maybe  prevented. 

I  muft  draw  my  baggage,  the  71ft  and  legion's 
are  depofited  at  my  old  camp,  to  me.  I  wim  it  to 
be  efcorted  by  the  17th  light  dragoons,  for  whom 
horfes  are  ready  ;  by  the  yagers,  if  to  be  fparedj 
and  by  the  7th  regiment.  The  7th  I  will  fend,  as 
foonaslreach  Ennoree,  with  the  field  piece,  to 
Ninety  Six.  My  encampment"  is  now  twenty 
miles  from  Brierley's,  in  a  plentiful  forage  coun- 
trv.  and  I  can  lay  m  four  days  flour  for  a  move. 

"  '  ■  Whm 


.Coo'^lc 
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"p^lth**     ^^^MD  I  advance,  I  muft  either  dcftroyMor- 

'  ckipur.   gall's  (b)^  corps,  or  pufli  it  before  me  over  Broad 

river,  towards  King's  (e)  mountain.      The  ad- 

^  Tance  of  the  army  fhould  commence  (when  your 

lordfliip  orders  (c)  this  corps  to  move)  onwariu  for 

King*'  (d)  mountain.     Frequent  communication 

by  letter  can  pafs  the  Broad  river.    I  feel  m^elf 

bold  in  offering  my  opinion,  as  it  flows  from  zeal 

'  for  the  public  lervice,  and  well-grounded  enquiry 

concerning  the  enemy's  deligns  and  operations. 

I  have  direfted  Captain  M'Pherfon,  the  bearer 
of  this  letter,  who  is  going  on  the  recruiting  fer> 
vice,  to  deliver  a  letter  to  Lieutenant  Munroe, 
whom  I  left  at  my  camp,  to  bring  up  my  baggage, 
but  no  women. 

If  your  lordfhip  approves  of  this  plan.  Captain 
M*Hierfon  may  give  my  order  to  IJeutenant 
Munroe  to  efcort  to  me  three  puncheons  of  rum, 
and  fome  fait  i  and,  upon  their  arrival,  I  will 
move. 


(NOTE     H.) 


Copy.'-From  Earl  Comwallit  to  Lieutenant-eolonet 
Tarlettn,  dated  Wymufborougb,  January  ^tby 
1 78 1,  eight  o'clock,  P.  M. 

ttSFUzAJL  Tarleto^, 
SINCE  I  wrote  to  you  this  morning,  I  received 
yours,  dated  yefterday,  two  P.  M.  Tou  have  cj^^- 
Iff  done  what  I  wilhed  you  to  do,  and  underftood 
piy  (a)  intentions  perfedly.  Left  my  letter  ot 
this  morning  fliould  mifcarry,  I  repeat  the  moft 
{iUtcrial  paragraph. 

Your 

L;,.;,i,z.do,GoOg[c 


f      c«r«6f 
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*  Tour  baggi^is  ordered  to  Brierley*s>  under vmumuw 
<>f  ftvuitfa  rcgbnent.     I  prop<^e  raarcbingon  ChipMr. 

Tours  llncereljr, 

CORNWALLIS. 
Uetiteniuit-coloiiel  Taileton. 


C^.  — From  Earl  Cormvallit  to  Lieidenant'Colotiil 
Tarletony  dated  M^Alifiet'Sf  yanuary  %tb,  1781. 

ttJ"  Dear  Tailleton, 
I  HAVE  juft  receiTed  yours,  7th  January,  three 
o'clock  P.  M.  I  fliall  remain  here  to-morrow, 
mv^h  to  crofs  roads  on  Wednefday,  halt  Thurf- 
day,  and  reach  Bullock*s*creek  meeting  houfe 
Saturday. 


I  have  no  news. 


Tours  very  fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 


Lintennt-colonel  Tarletoa. 


CeM-  —From  Earl  CvntwaUix  to  Lieutenant-colonel 
TarUtotiy  dated  M*JMer\  January  9,  1781, 
tbree  P.  M. 

tf  Dear  Tarletom, 

NOTHINCi   new  fmce  yelterday  ;   fome  of 
Wafiiington's  cavalry,  who  had  been  efieorting 

*  Et  It  ntatStri  ta  InfiirRi  Ibc  rttdar,  thit  ill  wordi  or  tine)  in  Lord 

Ctnnrillit't  fubftijucDE  IdUri,  thii  .hi«t   did*  mrk* mndar 

tbtn^  ire  u)dieorirn*li  m    CTptwr. 

prifone^ 
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»<>»■  w'^prifoners  to  Charlotte  town,  returned  over  Broad 
cb^itf.  river.     I  lave  taken  every  means  in  my  power 
to  find  out  Morgan's  movements,  and  whether  be 
repalTes  Broad  nver. 

1  recdved  yours  January  8th, 

Yours  very  fincerely, 

CORNW  ALLIS. 

tkat.  Col.  Tarlnon. 


(NOTE     I.) 


Ci^y. — From  Earl  Comwa/lh  to  LietaetuM-cc- 
lonel  TarletOJi,  dated  M^jlii/ler'i,  Jajtuarj  I  itb^ 
1781,  P.M.  . 

rr*  Dear  Tarleton, 

I  RECEIVED  yours  laftnight,  of  the  gth,  four 
P.  M.  I  fear  the  waters  have  been  much  more 
fwelled  fmce  you  wrote  it.  At  prefent  I  think  I 
ihall  move  Saturday  to  crofs  roads.  I  can  hear  no- 
thing pfMor^  J  they  fay  there  are  feveral  ferries 
high  up  Broad  river  where  he  may  pafs,  parti- 
cularly Talbot's  ferry.  Leflie  is  much'  retarded 
by  the  waters. 

Tours  fmcerely, 
CORNWALL  IS. 

Extras,  -'From  Earl  CormvallU  to  Lieutenant-et- 
lonel  Tarleton,  dated  Bull  rm,  Jan.  14,  1781. 

«t  LESLffi  is  at  laft  out  (a)  of  the  fwampfc 
•  I  have 
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I  bave  not  heard  of  Morgan's  moving}  butH«Rii»ai» 
conclude  he  frill  not  crofs*  Broad  river  i  1  hear  it  axf^n. 
has  fallen  very  much. 


(NOTE      K.) 

Extrad^ — From  Earl  CemwaliU  to  Lord  George 
Germain^  dated  yan.  18,  1781. 

Mt  Lord, 
I  THINK  it  neceflary  to  tranfmit  to  your  lord- 
Ifaip  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton;  left 
the  exaggerated  accounts  fromjbe  rebels  fhould 
reach  Europe  before  your  lordflu^outd  hear  from 
New  York. ,  I  Qiall  only  fay,  in  addition  to  what 
I  hare  laid  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  that  this  event 
was  extremely  unexpefted ;  for  die  greateft  part 
of  the  troops  that  were  engaged,  had,  upon  all 
former  occafions,  behaved  with  the  mod  diltin- 
guifhed   gallantry. 

Extro{i.—From  Earl  Cornwallu  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton^  dated  camp  on  Turkey  (a)  creek.  Broad 
river f  Jan.  i8rA  1781. 

SIR, 
IN  my  letter  of  the  6th  of  this  month  I  had 
Ae  honour  to  inform  your  excellency,  that  I  was 
ready  to  begin  my  march  for  North  Carolina,  hav< 
ing  been  delayed  fome  days  by  a  diveriion  made 
by  the  enemy  towards  Ninety  Six.'  General 
Morgan  ftill  remained  on  the  Pacolet ;  his  corps, 
by  the  beft  accounts  I  could  get,  confifled  of  about 
five  hundred  men,  continental  and  Virginia  ftat« 
troops. 
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ltaMiotb«trec«8,  and  one  hundred  cavalry  unider  Coloi^ 

(^!^  Wamington,  and  fix  or  feven  hundred  militia : 

But  that  body  is  fo  fluctuating,  that  it  is  impoflibte 

to  afcertun  its  number  witlui  fome  hundreds  for 

three  days  following. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,^dth  the  legion, 
and  corps  annexed  to  it,  conlilling  of  about  three 
hundred  c&valry,  and  as  many  iimintry,  and  the 
ift  battalion  of  the  71ft  regiment,  and  one  three- 
poundcr,  had  already  palled  the  Broad  river  for 
thereliefofNinetySix.  I  therefore  directed  Lieu- 
tmant-cotonel  Tarleton  to  march  on  the  weft  of 
Broad  river,  to  endeavour  to  ftrike  a  blow  at  Ge- 
neral Morgan,  and  at  all  events  to  oblige  him  to 
repafs  the  Broad  river  ;  I  likewife  ordered  that  he 
fiiould  t^e  with  him  the  7th  regiment  and  one 
three-pounder,  which  were  marcbing  to  reinforce 
the  garrifon  of  Uuiety  Six,  is  long  as  he  fliould 
think  their  ferviWs  could  be  ufeful  to  him.  The 
runainder  of  the  army  marched  betweoi  die 
&oad  river  and  Catawba. 

As  General  Greene  had  quitted  Mecklenburc^ 
county,  and  crolTed  the  Pedee,  I  made  not  toe 
leafl  doubt  that  General  Morgan  would  retire  on 
our  advancing.  The  progrefe  of  the  JUmy  was 
greatly  impeded  by  heavy  rains,  which  fwelled  the 
rivers  and  creeks ;  yet  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton 
conducted  his  march  fo  well,  and  got  fo  near  to 
Genera]  Morgan,  who  was  retreating  before  him, 
as  to  make  it  dangerous  for  him  to  pafs  Broad 
river,  and  came  up  with  him  at  eight  o'clock  of  the 
morning  of  the  i7ih  inftant.  Every  thing  now 
bore  the  moft  promifmg  afpeft  :  The  enemy  were 
drawn  up  in  an  open  wood,  and,  having  been  l^e- 
ly  joined  by  fome  militia,  were  more  numerous ; 
hut  the  different  quality  of  the  corps  under  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton's  command,  and  hi^  grcu. 
Xuperiority  in  cavalry,  left  him  no  room  tp  (k>ubt 
<^  the  mpft  brilliant  Aiccefs.    Tb^  attack  wai  be* 

gun 
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gun  by  the  firft  line  <rf  infantry,  confifting  of  theNote,totte 
yih  r^unent,  the  infantry  of  the  legion,  and  corps  I^ 
.  of  light  in&ntry  annexed  to  it ;  a  troop  of  cavalry  ''"' 
was  i^aced  on  each  flank;  the  ift  battalion  of  the 
71ft,  and  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry,  fonned 
Ae  referve.  Tlie  enemy's  line  foon  gave  way,  and 
their  militia  guitted  the  fieldj  but  our  troops  hav- 
ing been  thrown  into  feme  diforder  by  the  pur- 
fiut.  General  Morgan's  COTps  faced  about,  and 
gave  them  a  heavy  fire  :  This  unexpefted  event 
occafioned  the  utmoft  confufion  in  the  firft  line : 
The  ift  battalion  of  the  71ft,  and  the  cavalry, 
were  fucceflively  ordered  up  j  but  neither  the  ex-  ' 
ertions,  entreaties,  or  example,  of  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton,  could  prevent  the  panic  from 
becoming  general.  The  two  three-pounders  were 
taken,  and,  I  fear,  the  colours  of  the  7th  regi- 
ment fliared  the  fame  fate.  In  jufUce  to  the  de- 
tachment of  the  royal  artillery,  I  inuft  here  ob- 
•ferve,  that  no  terror  could  indace  them  to  aban- 
don their  .gans,  ai)d  they  were  all  either  Ulled  or 
wounded  in  the  defence  of  them.  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  with  difficulty  affembled  fifty  of 
his  cavalry,  who,  having  had  time  to  recoUca 
themfelves,  and  being  amraated  with  the  bravery 
of  the  officer  who  had  fo  often  led  them  to  viftory, 
charged  and  repulfed  Colonel  Walhington's  horft, 
retook  the  baggage  of  the  corps,  and  cut  to  pieces 
■the  detachment  of  the  enemy  who  had  taken  pof- 
feflion  of  it ;  and  after  deftroying  what  they  could 
not  conveniently  bring  off,  retired  with  the  re- 
mainder, unmolefted,  to  Hamilton's  ford,  near 
the  mouth  of  Bullock's  creek.  The  lofs  of  our 
cavalry  is-  inconfiderable ;  but  I  fear  about  four 
hundred  of  the  infantry  are  either  killed,  wound- 
ed, or  taken.  I  will  tranfmit  the  particular  account 
of  the  lofs  as  foon  as  it  can  be  afcertained. 
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NMMtotiie     It  is  impoffible  to  forefee  all  the  confequences 
ij™^    that  this  unexpeded  and  extraordinary  event  may 
^*"'  produce  J  but  your  excellency  may  he  afliired  that 
nothing  but'  tb£  moft  abfolute  neceffity  fiiall  in- 
duce m»  to  give  up  the  important  obje&  of  the 
winter's  campaign. 

I  fhall  direfi:  Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour  to 
tranfmit  a  copy  of  this  letter,  by  tfie  firft  oppor- 
tunity, to  the  fecretary  of  ftate. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(HOTEL.) 

Extraff.—From  Earl  ComwaUis  to  Lieuteaata-ctb' 
nel  TarletoTtf  dated  Foma/s,  yanuary  ys^  1780. 

cJ"  YOU  have  forfeited  no  part  of  my  eAeem 
as  an  officer  by  the  unfortunate  event  of  the  afUon 
of  the  17th :  The  means  you  ufed.  to  bring  the 
enemy  to  aflion  were  able  and  mallerly,  and  mull 
ever  do  you  honour.  Tour  difpofition  was  unex- 
ceptionable ;  the  total  milbehaviour  of  the  troops 
.  could  alone  have  deprived  you  of  the  glory  which 
was  fo  juftly  your  due. 


(NOTE    M.) 
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Nom  to  th* 
Poorth 


(NOTE     M.) 

Copy, — From  Major-general  Greene  to  Colonel  Locke, 
datedcan^atBeatty'ifordfyanuary^iJi^  1781. 

KT  S  I  R.      . 

't'HE  enemy  are  laying  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  river,  and,  from  every  appearance,  feem  de- 
termined to  penetrate  the  country.  General 
Davidfon  informs,  he  has  called  again  and  again 
for  the  people  to  turn  out  and  defend  ,tbeir  coun- 
try.  The  inattention  to  his  call  and  the  backward- 
nefs  of  the  people  is  unaccountable.  Providence 
has  blefled  die  American  arms  with  lignal  fuccefs 
in  the  defeat  of  Tarletion,  and  the  furprife  of 
Georgetown  by  Colonel  Lee  with  his  legion.  If, 
after  tnefe  advantages,  you  negleft  to  take  the 
field,  and  fuffer  the  enemy  to  ovemm  the  country, 
you  will  deferve  the  miferies  ever  infeperable  from 
ilavery.  Let  me  conjure  you,  my  countrymen, 
to  fly  to  arms,  and  to  repair  to  bead  quarters  with- 
out lofs  of  time,  and  bring  with  you  ten  days 
provifion.  Tbu  have  every  thing  that  is  dear  and 
valuable  at  Hake :  If  you  will  not  face  the  ap- 
proaching danger,  your  country  is  inevitably  loft. 
On  the  contrary,  if  you  repair  to  arms,  and  con- 
fine yourfelves  to  the  duties  of  the  field.  Lord 
Comwallis  muft  be  certainly  ruined.  The  con- 
tinental  army  is  marching  widi  all  poffible  difpatch 
from  the  Pedee  to  this  place ;  but,  without  your ' 
aid,  their  arrival  will  be  of  no  confequence. 
I  am,  S I R, 

Your  humble  fcrvant, 

NATH.    GREENE. 

Colonel  Locke. 

S  a  (N  O  T  E    N)  .       , 
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(NOTE     N. ) 

Fliiladelpbia,  Feb.  18  th.* 

Intelligence  from  the  foutbward. 

By  authentic  advices  we  leam^that  Geaeral 
Morgan  coUefted  near  one  hundred  prifoners,  by 
parties  fent  out  for  the  purpofe,  after  the  account 
he  gave  in  his  letter  to  General  Greene,  dated  the 
1 9th  of  January  laft ;  that  upon  receiving  the 
news  of  Colonel  Tarleton's  defeat.  Lord  Com- 
wallis  marched  with  his  army  in  purfuit  of  *he 
light  infantry  and  prifoners.  As  foon  as  General 
Greene  was  informed  of  the  movement  of  Lord 
Cornwallts,  he  put  the  army  in  motion  on  Pedee^ 
and  leaving  it  under  the  command  of  deneral 
Huger,  fet  out  to  join  the  light  infantry,  (b)  in 
order  to  colled  the  militia,  and  embarrais  the 
enemy,  until  he  could  effed  a  junftion  of  his 
forces.  General  Morgan,  after  his  attack  on 
Colonel  Tarleton,  had  very  judicioufly  made 
forced  marches  up  the  coundy,  and  happily  (a) 
croQed  the  Catawba  the  evening  before  a  great 
rain,  which  fwelled  the  river  to  fuch  a  degree,  as 
prevented  the  enemy  from  croffing  for  fevcral 
days ;  during  which  time  the  prifoners  were  got 
over  the  Yadkin,  and  on  their  march  to  Dan 
river,  which  theypaffed,  and  on  the  14th  of  this 
month  had  reached.  Bedford  court  houfe,  in  the 
ftate  of  Virginia.  » 

*  Vide  Remnnbisncer,  ["ge  joi— 3,  pirtift,   1781.' 

General 
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Geaeral  Greene,  on  the  latter  end  of  January,  Notxtoiiw 
arrived  at  the  light-infantry  camp,  at  Sherard's  Jwlt 
ford,  on  the  Catawba.  The  enemy  were  a  little 
lower  down  the  river,  at  M'Cowan's  ford,  and 
the  river  was  ftill  fo  high,  that  they  could  not 
crofs.  They  had  deftroyed  their  waggons,  and 
equipped  themfelves  completely  as  light  infantry. 
Tlieir  force  confifted  of  between  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  three  thoufand  troops,  includ- 
ing near  three  hundred  dragoons,  and  their  - 
mounted  infantry.  On  the  ift  of  February  they 
crofled  at  M*Cowan's  ford:  General  Davidfon, 
with  a  party  of  militia,  was  pofted  there,  in  order 
to  oppofe  their  paflagej  but  he  falling  by  the  firft 
difcharge,  the  enemy  made  good  their  landing, 
and  the  militia  retreat^. 

A  place  of  rendezvous  was  appointed  for  the 
militia  to  affemble  at,  who  were  ported  at  the  dif- 
ferent fords  up  and  down  the  river.  Part  of  them 
halted  about  feven  miles  ihort  of  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  and  were  overtaken  by  Tarleton, 
anddifperfed.  General  Greene  waited  that  night 
at  die  place  appointed,  but  finding  the  militia 
did  not  colled,  the  light  infantry  continued  their 
march  to  Salifbnry,  and  croffed  the  Yadkin.  Be- 
fore they  had  got  over  all  the  baggage  and  ftores, 
the  enemy  ap^oached,  and  there  was  a  pretty 
fmart  ikirmifti  (c)  between  a  part  of  our  rifle- 
men and  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  near  the  ford. 
Tile  boats  being  fecured,  and  the  river  continu- 
ing high  from  the  late  rains,  the  enemy  were  for 
fome  time  flopped  in  their  purfuit.  Heavy  rains, 
deep  creeks,  and  Jiad  roads,  as  well  as  delays 
for  want  of  provHions  and  other  caufes,  prevent* 
ed  our  forming  a  junftion  as  foon  as  was  expell- 
ed :  General  Greene,  therefore,  fearing  the  river 
might  fall  fo  as  to  be  fordable,  ordered  the  army 
to  file  off  to  Guildford  court  houfe,  where  part 
of  them  arrived  on  the  erening  of  the  8th,  and 

the 
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Kou.  to  tbe  the  reft  were  expefted  to  be  in  on  the  glh.  The 
ch^cT.  enemy  finding  they  could  not  pals  at  the  Trading 
ford,  near  Saltfbury,  marched  up  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  Yadkin,  and  on  the  night  <^  the  7th  crofled 
at  the  {hallow  ford,  and  had  on  the  9th  ad- 
vanced towards  Salem,  one  of  the  Moravian 
towns,  within  twenty  five  or  thirty  miles  of  Guil- 
ford court  houfe. 

Thefe  rapid  movements  having  prevented  the 
jun£i;ion  of  the  militia,  General  Greene  ordered 
the  ftores  and  heavy  baggage  to  be  removed  to 
Prince  Edward  court  houfe,  in  the  (tate  of  Virgi- 
nia ;  and  having  formed  a  light  army,  (d)  com- 
pofed  of  the  cavalry  of  the  ift  and  3d  regiments. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Lee's  legion,  a  detachment  of 
light  infantry  under  Colonel  Howard,  and  fome 
few  Virginia  riflemen,  making  in  the  whole  feveo 
hundred,  ordered  them  with  the  militia  to  harais 
the  enemy  in  their  advance,  and  check  their  pro- 
grefs,  wtule  he,  with  the  reft  of  the  army,  crof- 
ted the  Roanoke.  In  the  mean  time  General 
Sumpter  was  ordered  to  collect  the  militia  in  the 
upper  part  of  South  Carolina,  and  General  Pick- 
ens had  orders  to  take  the  command  of  the  men 
in  arms  in  the  rear' of  the  enemy.  Such  was  the 
fituation  of  the  two  armies  at  the  date  of  the 
laft  difpatcbes,  which  was  the  i6;ii  of  this  month. 


(NOTE 
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NotctlottM 
Chapter. 


(NOTE      O) 
(COPY.) 

By  the  Right  Honourable  Cbarlet  Earl  ComwalliSf 
Lieutenant-general  of  His  Majejhfs  forces ^  i^c. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  it  has  been  pleafed  the  Divine 
Providence  to  profper  the  rperations  of  HJs  Ma- 
jefty's  arms,  in  driving  the  rebel  army  out  of 
this  province;  and  whereas  it  is  His  Majefty's 
moft  gracious  with  to  refcue  his  ^thful  and  loyal 
fubje^  from  the  cruel  tyranny  under  vhich  they 
have  groaned  for  many  years,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  iflue  this  proclaoiation,  to  invite  all 
iucn  f^thiiil  and  loyal  fubje^  to  repair,  without. 
lols  of  time,  with  their  arms  and  ten  days-provi- 
fioiu,  to  the  royal  ftandard  now  ere£ted  at  Hiltf- 
berough,  where  they  will  meet  with  the  moft 
ftiendly  reception :  And  I  do  hereby  afTure  them, 
that  I  am  ready  to  concur  with  them  in  eSedual 
meafutes  for  furprefCng  the  remains  of  rebellion 
in  this  province,  and  for  the  re-eftablifliment  of 
good  order  and  conltitutional  government 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  head-  quarters,  at 
HilUborough,  this  twentifth  day  of  February,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  eighty  one,  and  in  the  twenty.firft  year  of 
His  Majeuy's  reign. 

CORNWALLIS. 
By  his  lordfhip's  command, 

H.  Brodrick  Aid-de>camp. 

GOD  SAVE   THE  KING! 

(.NOTE 
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Nonitotlw 


(NOTE    P.) 

Copy. -^  From  Earl  CerTnaallitto  Lieutenata-ealetul 
Tarktotiy  dated  Hilljborougby  Feb,  24tb,  178 1, 
three  P.  M.  triplicate. 

■  ^  Dear  Tarleton, 
I  HAVE  received  intelligenc*  from  two  per- 
fons,  diat  Greene  pafled  the  Dan  on  the  sid, 
and  was  advancing  to  Dobbyns's.  They  men- 
tion fo  many  particulars,  that  I  cannot  help 
giving  feme  credit :  I  therefore  wift  you  to  join 
me  as  foon  as  polEbte. 

Your^s  fmcerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 

I  take  my  ground  this  evening  on  thf  fouth 
fide  the  Eno, 


(NOTE      C^) 

Copt-  —  From  Major-generdl  Greene  to  General 
Wa/bingfon,  datad  bfgd  quarters^  iron  works, 
Nortb  Carolinay  MatTb  lotby  1781. 

S  I  R, 
SINCE    I  had  the    honour    of    addreffiog 
your  excellency  lafl,  there  have  been  fome  cban. 
ges  in  Dor  circumilances.     On  the  2d,  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Lee,  with  a  detachment  of  riflemen, 
.    atocked 
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attacked    the    advance    of  the    Britifli    army^  Kwttwih* 
under    Colonel  Tarleton,  near  Allamance,   and    ^ovth. 
killed  and  wounded,  by    report,  about  thirty  of      *^'' 
them.      On  the  6th,    the   Britilh  moved  down 
towards     High    Rock,    either    with    aview  to 
intercut  our   (a)  (tores,    or   cut    off  the  light 
infimtry    from    the    main  body    of  the    army, 
then  advanced  near  feven  miles;  but  they  were 
handfomely  opp>ofed,-  and  fuSered  confiderably, 
without  effeftmg  any  thing. 

This  manoeuvre  (b)  occafioned  me  to  redre 
over  the  Haw  river,  and  move  down  the  north- 
fide  of  it,  with  a  view  to  fecure  (c)  our  ftores 
coming  to  the  anny,  and  to  form  a  jundion  with 
feveral  confiderable  reinforcements  of  Carolina 
and  Virginia  milida,  and  one  regiment  of  eigh- 
teen-months  men,  on  the  march  from  Hillibo- 
roughtoHigh  Rock.  I  effefted  (d)  this  bufmefs, 
and  returned  to  Guildford  court  houfe. 

Our  militia  had  been  upon  fuch  a  loofe  and 
tincertain  footing  ever  fmce  we  croffed  the  Dad, 
that  I  could  attempt  nothing  wjth  confidence, 
though, we  kept  within  ten  or  tw6tve  miles  of  the 
enemy  for  feveral  days.  The  enemy  kept  clofe, 
feemingly  determined  that  we  fliould  gain  no  ad- 
vantage of  them  without  rifldng  fometmng  of  con- 
fequence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"With  great  refpeft  and  efteem. 

Your  molt  obedient  humble  fervant, 
NATHANIEL  GREENE. 

Hia  ExceUea(7  GcwibI  Wafhingtoa. 

*  (NOTE 
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(NOTE      R.  ) 

Copy.~~From   Earl    Cornwallis    to    Lord  Geor^ 
Germainy  dated  Guilfardt  March  lyth,   1781. 

My  Lord, 

HAVING  occafion  to  difpatch  my  aid-de- 
camp. Captain  Brodrick,  with  the  particulars  of 
the  aftion  of  the  1 5th,  in  compliance  with  gene- 
ral direftions  from  Sir  Henry  CImton,  I  ftiall  em- 
brace the  opportunity  to  give  your  lordihip  an 
account  of  the  operations  of  the  troops  under  my 
command  previous  to  that  event,  and  of  thofe 
fubfequent,  until  the  departure  of  Captain  Brod- 
rick. 

My  i^an  for  the  winter's  campaign  was  to  pe- 
netrate into  North  Carolina,  leaving  South  Caro- 
lina in  fecurity  againft  any  probable  attack  in  my 
abfence.  Lord  Rawdon,  with  a  conliderable  bo- 
dy of  troops,  had  charge  of  the  defenfive,  and 
I  proceeded  about  the  middle  of  January  upon 
the  ofienfive  operations.  I  decided  to  march  by 
the  upper  in  preference  to*  the  lower  roads  leading 
into  North  Carolina,  becaufe  fords  being  fre- 
quent above  the  forks  of  the  rivers,  my  paflage 
there  could  not  eafily  be  obftrufted ;  and  General 
Greene  having  taken  poft  on  the  Pedee,  and 
there  being  few  fords  in  any  of  the  great  rivers 
of  this  country  below  their  forks,  efpeqialty  itt 
winter,  I  apprehended  being  much  delayed,  if 
not  entirely  prevented  from  penetrating  by  the 
latter  route, 

I  was 
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I  was  the  more  induced  to  prefer  this  route,  Hoi«toiiM 
as  I  hoped  in  my  way  to  be  able  to  deftroy  or  q^""^ 
drive  out  of  South  Carolina  the  corps  of  the  ene- 
my commanded  by  General  Morgan,  which  threa- 
tened our  valuable  diftrift  of  Ninety  Six :  And 
I  llkewife  hoped,  by  rapid  marches  to  get  between 
Oeii^al  Greeny  and  Virginia,  and  by  that  means 
force  him  to  hght  without  receiving  any  reinforce- 
ment from  that  province ;  or,  failing  of  that;,  to 
oblige  him  to  quit  North  Carolina  with  precipt- 
tation,  and  thereby  encourage  our  frieiids  to  make 
good  their  promif^s  of  a  general  rifmg,  to  alhfl: 
me  in  re-eftablifluDg  His  Majeity's  government. 

The  unfortunate  a^r  of  the  17th  of  January 
•was  a  very  unexpected  and  fevere  blow ;  for,  be- 
fides  reputation,  our  lofs  did  not  fall  Oiort  of  fix 
hundred  men :  However,  being  thoroughly  fen- 
fible  that  defenfive  meafures  would  be  certain 
Tuin  to  the  affairs  of  Britain  in  the  fbuthern  co- 
lonies,  this  event  did  not  deter  me  from  profe- 
cifting  the  original  plan.  That  GeiKral  Greene 
might  be  uncertain  of  my  intended  route  as  long 
as  poffible,  I  had  left  General  Leflie  at  Camden, 
until  I  was  ready  to  move  from  Wynnefborough,  . 
and  he  was  now  within  a  d^'s  march  of  me : 
I  employed  the  iSth  (a)  in  forming  a  junction 
with  him,  and  in  colle^ng  the  remains  of  Lieu- 
tenant<olonel  Tarleton's  corps;  after  which, 
great  exertions  were  made  by  part  of  the  army, 
without  baggage,  to  retake  our  prifoners,  and 
to  intercept  General  Morgan's  corps  on  its  re- 
treat to  the  Catawba ;  but  the  celerity  of  their 
movements,  and  the  fwelling  of  numberlefs  creeks 
in  our  way,  rendered  all  our  efforts  fruittefs. 

I  therefore  affembled  the  army  vn  the  z.fth  (b.) 

at  Ramfoure's  mill,  on  the  foutb  fork  of  the  Ca> 

tawba  i  and  as  the  lofs  of  my  light  troops  could 

only  be  remedied  by  the  adivity  of  the  whole 

corps, 
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NM»i<>  the  corps,  I  employed  a  halt  of  two  days  in  colled- 
^Btth  ing  flour,  and  in  dcftroying  fupcrfluous  baggage, 
and  all  my  waggons,  except  thofe  loaded  with 
bofpital  ftores,  {alt,  and  ammunition,  and  four 
rcferved  empty  in  readinefs  for  Hck  and  wounded. 
In  this  meafure,  though  at  the  expence  of  a  great 
deal  of  officers'  baggage,  and  of  all  profpo^  in 
future  of  rum,  and  even  a  regular  fuppty  of  pro- 
vifions  to  the  foldicrs,  I  mud,  in  juftice  to  the 
acmy.  Cay,  that  there  was  the  moft  general  and 
chearful  acquicfccncc. 

In  the  mean  time  the  rains  had  rendered  the 
north  Catawba  impaflable}  and  General  Mor- 
gan's corps,  the  militia  of  the  rebellious  counties 
of  Rowan  and  Mecklenburg  under  General  Da- 
vidfon,  or  the  gang  of  plunderers  ufually  under 
the  command  of  General  Sumpter,  not  then  re- 
covered from  bis  wounds,  had  occupied  all  the 
fords  in  a  fpace  of  more  than  forty  miles  upwards 
from  the  fork.  During  its  height,  I  approached 
the  river  bjffliort  marches,  fo  as  to  give  the  cnciaf 
equal  apprehenfions  for  fevcral  fords ;  and  after 
having  procured  the  bed  information  in  my 
power,  I  refolved  to  attempt  the  pafiage  at  a  pri- 
vate ford,  then  fltghtly  guarded,  near  M'Cowan's 
ford,  on  the  mornmg  of  the  ift  of  February. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Webftcr  was  detached  with 
part  of  the  army  and  all  the  baggage  to  Beattie's 
ibrd,  fix  miles  above  M'Cowan's,  where  General 
■  Davidfon  was  fuppofed  to  be  polled  with  five  hun- 
'dred  militia,  and  was  direAedto  make  every  pof- 
fible  demonilration,  by  cannonading  and  other- 
wife,  of  an  intention  to  force  a  paffage  there ; 
and  I  marched  at  one  in  the  morning,  (c.)  with 
the  brigade  of  guards,  regiment  of  Bore,  13d, 
two  hundred  cavalry,  and  two  three-pounders,  to 
the  ford  fixed  upon  tor  the  "Teal  attempt. 

The 
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The  morning  being  very  dark  and  rainy,, and  Nomtotte 
part  of  our  way  through  a  wood  where  there  was  q^"^^ 
no  road,  one"-or  the  three  pounders  in  front  of  the 
23d  regiment  and  the  cavalry  overfet  in  a  fwamp, 
and  occafioncd  thofe   corps  to  lofe  the  line  of 
march  ;  and  fomc  of  the  artillery  men  belonging 
to  the  other  gun,  (one  of  whom  had  the  match) 
having  flopped  to  allift,  were  likewifc  left  behind. 
The  bead  of  the  column  in  the  mean  while  ar- 
rived at  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  day  began 
to  break.     I  could  make  no  ufe  of  the  gun  that 
was  up,  and  it  was  evident,  from  the  number  of 
fires  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  oppofition  would 
be  greater  tban  I  had  expedted :  However,  as  I 
knew  that  the  rain  then  falling  would  foon  render 
the  river  again  impaOable,  and  I  had  received  in- 
formation    the    evening    before,    that  General 
Greene  had  arrived  in  Genera,!  Morgan's  camp, 
and  that  bis  army  was  marching  after  him  with 
the  greatcft  expedition,  I  determined  not  to  defift 
from  the  attempt ;  and  therefore,  full  of  confi- 
dence in    the  zeal  and  gallantry  of  Brigadier- 
general  O'Hara,  and  of  the  brigade  of  guards 
under  his  command,  I  ordered  them  to  march  on, 
but,  to  prevent  confulion,  not  to  fire  until  they 
gained  the  oppoGtc  bank.    Their  behaviour  juf- 
tified  my  high  opinion  of  them  ;  for  a  cenftant 
fire  from  the  enemy,  in  a  ford  upwards  of  five 
hundred  yards  vide,  in  many  places  up  to  their 
middle,  with  a  rocky  bottom  and  ftrong  current,' 
made  no  impreffion  on  their  cool  and  determined 
valour,   nor  (d.)  checked  their    paffage.    The 
l%ht  infantry  landing  firfl,  immediately  formed, 
ttnd  in  a  few  miootes  killed  or  difperfed  every 
thing  that    appeared    before    them  *,    the   relt 
of  the  troops  forming,  and  advancing  in  fuc- 
ceffion.    We  now  learned  that  we  had  betn  op- 
pofcd 
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N««Mi«nporcd  by  about  three  hundred  militia  that  had 
ch4t«.  taken  po(t  there  only  the  evening  before,  under 
the  command  of  General  Davidfon.  Their  ge- 
neral and  two  or  thrce'other  officers  were  among 
the  killed ;  the  number  o£  wounded  was  uir- 
certain  j  a  few  were  taken  prifoners.  On  our 
fide.  Lieutenant-colonel  Hall  and  three  men  were 
killed,  and  thirty-fix  wounded,  all  of  the  light 
infantry  and  grenadiers  of  the  guards.  By  this 
time  the  rear  of  the  column  had  joined  ;  and  the 
whole  having  paScd  with  the  greatell  difpatcta, 
I  detached  Lieutenant-colonel  (e.)  Tarleton,  with 
the  cavalry  and  twcnty'third  regiment,  to  purfoe 
the  routed  militia.  A  few  were  foon  killed  or 
taken ;  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  having 
learned  that  three  or  four  hundred  of  the  neigh- 
bouring militia  were  to  aflcmble  that  day  at  Tar- 
rant's houfe,  about  ten  miles  from  the  ford,  leav* 
ing  his  infantry,  he  went  on  with  his  cavalry, 
and  finding  the  miHtia  as  expeded,  he  with  ex- 
cellent condud  and  great  fplrit  attacked  tbem  in- 
ftantly,  and  totally  routed  them,  with  little  loft 
on  his  own  fide,  and  on  their's,  between  forty 
and  fifty  killed,  wounded,  or  prifoners.  This 
ftroke,  with  our  palTage  of  the  ford,  foeflFcftually 
difpirited  the  militia,  that  we  met  with  no  far- 
ther (f.)  oppofition  on  our  march  to  the  Yadkin, 
though  one  of  the  mod  rebellious  tradls  in  Ame- 
rica. 

Ditring  this  time  the  rebels  having  quitted 
Beatty's  ford.  Lieutenant-colonel  Webfler  wai 
pafling  his  detachment  and  the  baggage  of  the 
army ;  this  had  become  tedious  and  difficult,  by 
the  continuance  of  the  rain,  and  the  fwcUing  m 
the  river ;  but  all  joined  us  foon  after  dark,  about 
fix  miles  from  Beatty's  ford.  The  other  fords 
were  likewife  abandoned  by  the  enemy :  The 
grcateft 
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greatcft  part  of  the  militia  difpcrfed ;  and  Gc-  Not»  roth* 
neral  Morgan  with  his  corps  marched  all  that  af-  ^""^ 
temooD  and  the  foUoving  night  towards  Salif- 
bary.  We  purfued  next  morning,  in  hopes  to 
iDtercept  him  between  the  rivers ;  and  after  (Irug- 
gliog  with  many  difficulties,  arifing  from  fwelled 
crecKs  and  bad  roads,  the  guards  caote  up  with 
his  rear,  in  the  evening  of  the  3d,  routed  it, 
aod  took  a  few  waggons  at  the  Trading  ford  of, 
the  Tadkio.  He  bad  pafled  the  body  of  1^  in< 
^ntry  in  flats,  and  his  cavalry  and  waggons  by 
tlkc  ford,  during  that  day  and  the  preceding 
nijght}  but  at  the  time  of  our  arrival,  the  boats 
^.)  were  fccured  on  the  other  fide,  and  the  ford 
had  become  impaflable.  The  river  continuing  to 
rife,  and  the  weather  appearing  unfcttlcd,  1  de- 
termined to  march  to  the  up[>er  fords,  after  pro- 
curing a  fmair  fupply  of  provilions  at  Salifhury  : 
This,  and  the  height  of  the  creeks  in  our  way, , 
detained  me  two  days ;  and  in  that  time,  Morgan 
baving  quitted  the  banks  of  the  river,  I  had  in- 
formation fi'om  our  friends,  who  crofled  in  ca- 
noes, that  General  Greene's  army  was  marching 
'with  the  ntmoft  difpatch  to  form  a  junction  with 
bim  at  Guildford.  Not  having  had  time  10  col- 
left  the  North-Carolina  tnilitia,  and  having  re- 
ceived no  reinforcement  from  Virginia,  I  con- 
cluded be  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
avoid  an  a&ion  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Dan ; 
and  it  being  my  intcrcfl  to  force  him  to  fight, 
I  made  great  expedition,  and  got  between  bim 
and  the  upper  fords ;  and  bdng  aflurcd  that  the 
lower  fords  are  feldom  pradicable  in  winter,  and 
that  he  could  not  coltcQ  many  fiats  at  any  of  the 
ferries,  I  Was  in  great  hopes  that  he  would  not 
efcape  me  without  receiving  a  blow.  Nothing 
could  exceed  thd  patience  and  alacrity  of  the  ot- 
ficess 
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NoinMtheiicers  and  foldiers  undef  every  fpecies  of  hard* 
cbi*w.  '^'P  *"^  fatigue,  in  endeavouring  to  overtake 
tlicm :  But  our  intelligence  upon  this  occafioa 
was  exceedingly  defe^ive ;  whicfa,  with  heavy 
rains,  bad  roads,  and  the  paOage  of  many  deep 
creeks,  and  bridges  deftroyed  by  the  eoemy's 
light  troops,  rendered  all  our  exertions  vain; 
for,  upon  our  arrival  at  Boyd's  ferry  on  the  lath, 

,  we  learned,  that  his  rear  guard  bad  got  over  the 
nigh^before,  bis  baggage  and  main  body  having 
pafled  the  preceding  day  at  that  and  the  neigh- 
bouring ford,  where  more  flats  had  been  col- 
icQ.ed  than'  had  been  reprefentcd  to  me  as  pof- 
fible. 

My  force  being  ill  fuited  to  enter  by  that  quar- 
ter fo  powerful  a  province  as  Virginia,  and  North 
Carolina  being  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  aitcr 
giving  the  troops  a  halt  of  a  day,  I  proceeded  bf 

.  cafy  marches  to  Hillfborough,  where!  ere3ed 
the  King's  (landard,  and  invited,  by  proclamation, 
all  loyal  fubjcdts  to  repair  to  it,  and  to  ftand  forth 
and  take  an  a£Uve  part  in  affifting  me  to  reftorc 
order  and  conftitutional  government.  As  a  cod- 
fiderable  body  of  friends  were  faid  to  re(ide  be- 
tween the  Haw  and  Deep  rivers,  I  detached 
Lieotenant-colonel  Tarleton  on  the  23d,  (k.) 
with  the  cavalry  and  a  fmall  body  of  infintfy,  to 
prevent  their  being  interrapted  in  alTcmblin^. 
Unluckily  a  detachment  of  the  rebel  tight  troops 
bad  croiled  the  fame  day,  and,  by  accident,  fell 
in  with  about  two  hundrM  of  our  friends,  under 
Colonel  Pyle,  on  their  way  co  Hiltfborougb,  who, 
midaking  the  rebels  for  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarle- 
ton's  corps,  allowed  themfelvcs  to  be  furrounded, 
and  a  number  of  them  were  moll  inhumanly 
butchered,  when  begging  for  quarter,  without 
making  the  Icall  refiftancc.  The  fame  day  I  had 
certain 
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certain  intelligence  that  General  Greene,  having  Noictiatb* 
been  reinforced,  had  reaoflcd  the  Dan,  which  cuil!^ 
rendered  it  impnulent  to  leparate  my  corps,  oc- 
c^fioned  the  rec^  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarle^ 
ton's  detachmem  ;  and  forage  and  provifions  Mc 
ing  fcarcetn  the  neigbl>ourhood  of  Hillfborougb,  at 
veil  as  the  pofition  too  diflant  (upon  the  approach 
of  the  rebel  army)  for  the  protcdion  of  the  bodv 
of  our  friends,  1  judged  it  expedient  (t.)  to  crou 
the  Haw,  and  encamped  near  Atlainance  creek, 
detaching  Lieutcnant'colonel  Tarlctan|  with  the 
cavalry,  light  company  of  the  guards,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  of  Lieutenant  colonel 
'Webder's  brigade,  a  few  miles  from  me  on  the 
road  to  Deep  riV^,  mote  effe^ually  19  cover  the 
country. 

General  Greene's  light  troopsfoon  nude  their 
appearance  t  and  on  the  ad,  a  patrole  having  rC' 
ported  that  they  had  leen  both  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry near  his. pod,  I  dire^cd  LieutcmiU-colonei 
Tarleton  to  move  forward  with  proper  prccaiKioni, 
and  endeavour  to  difcover  the  deOgns  ot  th^ 
eDcroy.  He  had  not  advanced  far  whso  he  fell 
io  with  a  conriderafct'<^  corps,  which  he  imni^ 
diately  attacked  and  rputed  >  but  being  ignorapt 
of  thcii  force,  and  wfacthet  they  were  Topporfed, 
with  great  prudence  defiQed  from  the  purfuitf 
Jt}e  IboB  learned  from  prifoners  that  t^ofc  he  bad 
beat -were  Leo's- legion,  three -or  four  bundled 
baickmouotaii^naea  utukr  Colonel  Prcftoo,  vi^b 
s^iamber  o£  militia ;  and  that  Qeneral  Greene* 
OTth;  a  part  c^  his  army,  was  npt,  far  diftant. 
.Our  fituation  for  the  former  few  day»  bad  beei^ 
aqiongft  tia^  friends,  aqd  adifHning  tp  invet^ 
rate  rebels  i  between  them  I  had  been  totally 
deftitute  of  i^fbroption,  which  loll  me  a  very 
^Qtttat)|e>  <fgp9ftMiky  of.  atttukiof  i  tbc  r^pbd 
T  ac^y. 
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NMutotbe  army.     General  Greene  fell  back  to  Tbompfotfi 
Fovrtii    boufc,  near  Boyd's  ford,  on  the  Rccdy  fork; 
.    ***''     but  his  light  troops  and  militia  fiill  remaioed  near 
^        us ;  and  as  I  was  informed  that  they  were  pofted 
Jy        caretcfsly  at    feparatc    plantations  for  the  coa- 
{T  venience  of  fubfifting,  I  marched  on  the  6th  to 

drive  them  in,  and  to  attack  (m.)  General 
Greene,  if  an  opportunity  offered.  I  fucceeded 
completely  in  the  firft ;  and  at  Wetzett'i  mill, 
on  the  Reedy  fork,  where  they  made  a  (land, 
the  back  ^ouniaiamen  and  fome  militia  fuflkred 
confiderablyt  with  little  lots  on  our  fide  ;  but  i 
timely  and  preciiHtate  retreat  over  the  Haw  pre- 
vented the  latter.  I  knew  that  the  Virginia  re- 
inforcement were  upon  their  march ;  and  it  wsi 
apparent  that  the  enemy  would,  if  polSbie, 
livoid  rifquing  an  a£tion  before  their  arrival. 

The  neighbourhood  of  the  fords  of  the  Dan  in 
their  rear,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  fubfift* 
ing  ray  troops  in  that  exhaafted  country  puitin^ 
it  out  of  my  power  to  force  them,  my  refotutioo 
was  to  give  our  friends  time  to  join  us,  by  corer- 
ing  their  country  as  effcfluatly  as  poffible,  con- 
fiftent  with  the  fubfifteHce  of  the  troops,  ftill  ap- 
proaching the  communication  with  our  Slipping 
in  Cape-Fear  rive  r,  which  I  faw  it  would  foon  b^ 
come  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  o[>en,  on  account 
of  the  fuffertngs  of  the  army  from  the  want  of 
fupplies  of  every  kind ;  and  at  the  fame  timel 
was  determined  to  fight  theTebel  army,  if  it  ip- 
fn-oached  me,  being  <onvint:^  that  it  would  be 
impoffible  to-fucceed  in  that  great  object  of  our 
brduous  campaign,  the  catting  forth  the  nume* 
Tous  loyatifts  of  North  Carcrfinaj  vhilft  a  doubt 
remained  on  their  minds  of  thefupcriorityofoor 
'arnls.-  With  thefe  views,  I  had  moved  to  tbe 
Qiiakers'  meeting,  in  thft-^forks  of  Deep  river, 
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on  the  13th,  and  on  the  14th  I  received  the  '°-'^^A** 
formation  which  occafion.cd  the  movement  that  a^w. 
broagfat  on  the  adion  at  Guildford,  of  which  I 
IhaiL  give  your  lordfhip  an  account  in  a  feparate 
letter. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


CORNWALLIS. 


Ta     .         CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER      V. 


BattU  of  Cmldford.—Earl  CormvaUit  croffes  Deep 
rivery-^nd  retires  towards  Crofi  creek.— Gene- 
ral Greene  fellows  the  Britijh. — Earl  ComwaUtt 
Sfriiiet  at  Cr^s  er»eky—and  moves  to  Wilming- 
ton.—General  Greene  advances  towards  Soatb  Ca- 
rolina.— Earl  Comwallis  marches  towards  the 
Roaneie.  Skirmijh  at  Halifax. — Earl  Com- 
wallis  unites  the  royal  armies  at  Feterfburgb.~~- 
The  Britijh  pa/s  fames  river  at  Wefiover.-r-The 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  crops  the  South  and  North 
Anna. — Earl  Comwallis  fends  detachments  to  de- 
ftroy  ftores — The  Britijh  moves  towards  Rich- 
mond. — The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  follows  the- 
King^s  trhops.—Earl  Comwallis  marches  to  Wil- 
liamfburgih.— Affair  near  the  Chickahomany. 

v.  '  A  HE  Britifli  troops  fince  their  departure  from 
Hillfborough  had  been  in  great  want  of  many  of 
thofe  neceffaries,  vhich,  in  general,  aredeemed  ab- 
folutely  requifite  to  render  their  hardffiips  fiipport- 
able,  and  their  minds  contented ;  this  deficiency 
however,  did  not  difFufe  diflatisfeftion,  or  produce 
defcrtion,  but  rather  augmented  the  zeal,  and 
ftrengthened  the  fidelity  of  the  foldiery.  Notwith- 
ftandmg  both  officers  and  men  manifefted  an  ala- 
cnty  equal  to  any  fetigue  or  danger.  Earl  Cbm- 
walhs  meditated  on  the  meafiires  he  fliould  adopt, 
m  order  to  open  the  communication  with  his  ftores. 
To  forward  this  operation.  Major  Craig,  who 
commanded  a^  Wilmington,  was  direfted,  if  he 
'  '    "  '    fiMind 
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found  it  praAicable,  to  tranfpoit  fuj^jlies  of  fhoes  CH  A  P- 
and  other  material  articles,  by  water,  to  Crofs  V. 
creek :  But  the  number  and  vicinity  of  the  Ame- 
rican army,  reported  to  be  upwards  of  eight  thou- 
i^nd  men,  and  advanced  to  Guildford  court  houfe, 
-would  not  allow  the  Bridfh  commander  to  fend  a 
detachment  to  Crofs  creek,  fuppofing  the  ftores 
"vrere  ak-eady  arrived  at  that  place ;  and,  in  all 
likelihood,  if  he  moved  with  the  main  body  in 
that  diredion,  the  fuperior  force  of  General 
Greene  would  flimulate  him  to  interrupt  the 
undertaking. 

Tlius  fituated.  Earl  Comwallis  had  the  alter- 
tlative,  dtber  to  commence  his  retreat,  or  prepare 
for  a  general  adioa.  The  power  and  pontion  of 
bis  enemy  rendered  all  the  country  beyond  the 
pickets  hoftile  to  the  Brltifh  caufe,  which  had  no 
friends  or  partizans  at  this  period  except  thoie  in- 
cluded widiin  the  extent  of  the  royal  camp.  On 
the  14th  of  March,  his  lordlhip  determined  to  ad- 
vance upon  the  Americans  at  Guildfo;-d,  and  bring 
on  an  engi^ement,  that  he  thought  they  would 
not  avoid,  and  which  he  hoped  would  be  produc- 
tive of  confiderable  advantage.  Before  dawn 
next  morning,  the  waggons,  with  the  baggage,  the 
vomided,  and  the  fick,  were  inftrufted^to  move 
to  Bell's  mill,  on  Deep  river,  under  the  efcort  of 
a  detachment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-coloneJ 
Hamilton,  (a)  formed,  of  his  own  regiment,  one 
hundred. infantry  of  the  tine,  and  twenty  dragoons 
of  the  legion.  The  main  body  at  daybreak 
marched  toward  the  enemy's  camp.  The  cavalry, 
tiie  light  infentry  of  the  guards,  and  the  yagers, 
compofed  the  advanced  guard.  Colonel  Web- 
Her's  brigade,  the  regiment  of  Bofe,  and  the  bri- 
gade of  guards,  followed  fucceiEvely :  The  artil- 

(■)  In  note  A. 
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CHAP,  lery  marched  with  their  refpeftive  divifions.     The 
V.      Bntifh  had  proceeded  feven   miles  on   the  great 
Salifhury  road  to  Guildford,  when  the  light  troops 
drove  in  a  picket  of  the  enemy.    A  fharp  conflid 
enfued  between  the  advancea  (b)  parties  of  die 
two  armies.    In  the  onfct,  the  fire  of  the  Ame- 
ricaiu  was  heavy,  and  the  charge  of  their  cavalry 
was  fpirited  :  Notwithftanding  their  numbers  and 
oppoution,  the  gallantry  of  the  light  infantry  of 
the  guards,  aflilled  by  the  legion,  made  impreOion 
upon  their  center,  before  the  23d  regiment  arrived 
to  give  fupport  to  the  advanced  troops.     Colonel 
Lee's  dragoons  retreated  with  precipitation  along 
the  main  road,  and  Colonel  Campbell's  mountai- 
peers  were  difperfed  with  confiderable  lofs.    The 
purfuit  was  not  pufhed  very  far,  as  there  were 
many  proofs  befide  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
prifoners,  that  General  Greene  was  at  hand.  Ca^ 
tain  Goodrick  of  the  guards,  a  promising  young 
pfEcer,  fell  in  this  conteft,  and  between  twenty 
and  thirty  of  the  guards,  dragoons,  and  yagen, 
were  killed  and  wounded.      The  King's  troops 
moved  on  tift  they  arrived  in  fight  of  the  Ame- 
rican army.     An  engagement  was  now  become 
inevitable,  and  both  fides  prepared  for  it  with 
tranquillity  and  order. 
Brtii*  <*       During  the  fltirmilh  of  the  light  troops,  Gene- 
Coiidfcrf.  ^1  Greene^  formed  the  American  army  of  feven 
thoufand  men  iiit^l  three  lines,  (a)  and  wailed  the 
attack.     His  front  line  confifted  of  North-Caro- 
rina  militia,  under  Generals  Butler  and  Eaton : 
The  center  was  placed  behind  rails,  in  the  rear 
of  a  clearing,  about  three  hundred  yards  fpace, 
and  the  fianka  extended  into  the  woods:  Two  fix- 
pounders  were  ftationed  to  the  right  of  the  center, 
on  the  main  road  which  led  to  the  court  houfe.    . 
The  fecond  line  was  compofed  of  the  Virginia  mi- 

(b)  Idmec  a.  {t)  la  i]o:«  D. 
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filia,  under  conmiand  of  Generals  Stephens  and  c  HI  A  P: 
Butler,  who  formed  their  brigades  in  the  woods  V* 
parallel  to  the  front  line,  and  aboat  four  hundred 
yards  ia  their  rear.  The  continentals,  confiding 
"of  two  brigades,  one  Virginia  and  the  other  Mary- 
land troops,  widi  the  Delaware  regiment,  were 
commanded  by  3rigadier-general  Huger  and  Co- 
lonel WilliamG,  and  were  pofted  facing  the  wood 
-where  the  two  lines  of  militia  were  drawn  up  : 
^«neral  Greene  had  chofen  open  ground,  in  front 
of  the  court  houfe,  for  great  part  of  his  regulars ; 
Xhe  Banks  did  not  drefs  up  to  the  center,  but  were 
dnwn  back,  fb  that  each  brigade  prefented  a  dif- 
ferent from ;  Two  fix-pounders  were  placed  on  a 
finall  eminence  which  looked  up(»i  the  road.  Thfc 
pofhion  of  thefe  brigades  was  near  fix  hundred 
yards  in  the  rear  of  me  fecond  line.  Lieutenant^ 
c4^onel  Walhington,  with  the  dragoons  (b)  of  the 
s  ft  and  3d  raiments,  a  detachment  of  light  a^ 
fantry,'  compofed  of  continentals,  and  a  regiment 
of  riflemen  under  Colonel  Lynch,  formed  a  corps 
-of  obfervation  for  the  fecunty  of  the  rij^t  6ank. 
Ueutenant-coltHiel  Lee,  with  hit  legion,  apartf 
of  light  in&ntry,  and  a  corps  of  riflemen  under 
Colonel  Campbdl,  bad  a  funiUr  fituation  on  the 
left. 

As  die  front  of  the  Britifli  ccJiutra  a^tproached 
■the  open  ground  facing  the  American  pofition,  the 
-'enemy's  fix  pounders  opened  from  the  road,  and 
vere  immediately  anfwered  by  the  royal  artMlery. 
-  After  Edxl  Comwallis  had  confulted  the  guidss 
concerning  the  nature  of  the  ooimtry,  and  viewed 
as  much  as '  he  could  the  difpofition  of  the  militia, 
he  defired  Major-general  Leflie  (c)  to  more  to  the 
right  with  the  71ft  and  the  rceiment  of  Bofe, 
which  force  was  to  compofe  his  front  line  for  the 
attack  of  the  enemy's  lefr,  and  the  i  ft  battalic^ 
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C  [f  Kf,  ^  the  goardB  was  alloued  for  hu  rcferve.  £4>- 
V<  Bel  Webller  was  dire^ed  to  form  ibe  33d  (fl^nt 
53d  en  the  left  of  Geaenil  Leflie*^  divifion  :  Btv 
gftdter-general  O'Hara  was  inilruded  to  fupport 
Cobnel  Webfter,  with  the  ad  bau^ionaaa  Ae 
grenadier  company  of  the  goarda.  Whilft  tfaefi: 
troops  were  forming,  the  yagers  and  the  light  ta> 
fantry  of  the  guards  remained  near  the  gaoi  il 
the  road;  but  when  the  line  moved  on,  thef  at- 
tached diemfelves  to  the  left  of  Webfter's  ia^ 
gftde.  The  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Maclcod, 
proceeded  along  the  high  road :  The  dragoooi 
likewife  could  only  move  in  column  in  the  boe 
iElize£ti(Hi,  and  IJIeutenant-c<doael  Tu'Ieton  wu 
prd&red  (o  keep  bis  r^gimait  in  Taf<prve  till  the  Hb> 
^try  could  -^netra^e  thiough  the  woods  to  the 
«pen  ground,.-  near  <be  court  ihoufe,  where  d» 
««Uiitry  wa»  Tq>refented  to  be  mots,  favoi^able  iot 
jjif  .operatioRg  of  cavalry^ 

Duriqg  thefe  arrangements  for  die  attack,  the 
']^itifli  artillery  cannonaded  die  en^imy's  center 
.wkh  coi^iderable  effed:  Lie»t«nant  O'Har^  a 
^irited  young  officer,  'vas  uttf(H:<unately  killed, 
■whilil  directing  the  thiee  pcwnders  befc^e  the  line 
•was  ready  to  move  on.  Th?  trof^  were  iii> 
fooner  formed  than  they  marched  forwards  witk 
^ieitdinefs  aad  Con^ftire :  The  order  and  cool- 
•  nefs  of  that  part  of.  Weblter'g  brigade  which  ad- 
.  vanced  acrofe  the  open  ground,  expofed  to  the  ene* 
my*8  fire,  cannot  be  fufficiently  extolled :  The. 
extremities  were  no  lefs  gidluu,  but  were  msat 
.  protected  by  the  woods  in  which  they  moved- 
The  militia  allowed  the  front .  line  to  approach 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  ^rds  before  they 
gave  their  fire  :  The  front  line  continued  to  move 
on :  The  Americans  fent  back  their  cannon,  and 
part  of  them  repeated  their  fire :    The  ^og'i 
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vt^oft  t^e^  inUwir  fire,  and  charged  rapidly  q  h  A  p. 
■mvth.  (heir  bajronets :  The  ihock.  was  not  waited  V. 
£(Mr  by  the  mi)itia»  who  retreated  behind  their  fe- 
csraA  line.  At  this  place  the  aftion  became  more 
fa»cr&  The  broken  ground  and  the  extent  of 
the  enemy**  front  had  occafioned  the  Banks  to 
«pca  irom  the  center;  upon  which  Generals  I.eflie 
luid  O'Hara  moved  the  two  battalions  and  the 
grenadicTB  <S  the  guards  into  line,  when  the  fu- 
p^or  difidpline  and  bravoy  of  the  King's  troops 
Again  threw  the  militia  into  coniufion.  The 
tkicknela  of  the  woods  where  thefe  conflict  hap- 
pmMii  prevented  the  cavalry  making  a  charge 
i^>oa  uie  AmericaHs  on  their  retreat  to  the  con- 
ttnentaU,  and  impeded  the  &iti&  iniaotry  moving  ^ 
leewards  in  a  wey-oonne£ted  line.  Some  corpa 
Bieetis^.  with  lefs  oppofition  and  embarraflinent 
than  others,  arrived  fooner  in  prefence  of  the 
continentals,  who  received  them  with  refoltidoii- 
«Bd  firmneft. 

At  this  penod  the  event  of  the  a^on  was 
tloubtlul,  and  vidory  alternately  prefided  over 
Mch  army.  On  the  left  of  the  Bndfh  Colonel 
.WcMler  carried. on  die  yagers,  the  Ught  company 
«f  tbe  guards,  and  the  53d  regiment,  after  two 
iCeveie  ftn^^les,  to  the  right  of  the  continentals, 
ivhofe  {iqieriority  of  numbers  and  weight  of  6re 
ebKged  him  to  recrols  a  ravine,  and  take  ground 
«pon  the  oppofite  bank.  This  manccuvre  was 
.  -fdanned  .with  gteat  judgment,  and,  being  execu- 
4ed  with,  coolnds  and'  precifion,  gave  Webfter  an 
:*xceUent  pofidon  till  he  could  hear  of  the  pro- 
igrefs  of  the  King's  troops  upon  his  right.  In  the 
.cuiter  the  2d  battalion  of  dxe  guards,  command- 
ed by  LieutenJmt-colo&el  Stewart,  fupported  by 
.the  grenadiers,  made  a  fpirited  and  fuccefsful  at- 
tack on  the  enemy's. fix  pounders,  which  they 
took  from  the  Delaware  regiment;  but  the  Mary- 
land brigade,  followed  by  Walhington's  cavalry, 
moving 
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CHAP,  moving  upon  them  before  they  could  receiTe  af- 
V.  fiilance,  retook  the  cannon,  and  reputfed  (e)  the 
guards  with  great  flan^ter.  The  ground  being 
open.  Colonel  Wafhington's  dragoons  killed  C»> 
lonel  Stewart  and  feveral  qf  his  men,  and  pur- 
fued  the  remainder  into  the  wood.  Genetal 
O'Hara,  though  wounded,  rallied  the  remainder 
of  the  zd  battalion  c^  the  guards  to, the  axd  and 
7 1  ft  regiments,  who  had  inclined  from  the  divifioni 
on  the  right  and  left,  and  were  now  approaching 
the  open  ground.  The  grenadiers,  after  all  their 
officers  were  wounded,  attached  themfelves  to  dw 
artillery  and  the  cavalry,  who  were  advancing 
upon  the  main  road.  At  thiscritis,  thejudicioiu 
0  life  of  the  three  pounders,  the  firm  countmancs 

of  the  BritHh  in^try,  and  the  appearance  of  tfai 
cavalry,  obliged  the  enem^  to  retreat,  leaving 
their  cannon  and  ammunition  waggons  b^ind 
then.  Colonel  Webfter  foon  after  conne3ed  fail 
corps  with  the  main  body,  and  the  adiott  on  the 
-(f)  left  and  in  the  center  was  fimffaed. 

Earl  Comwallis  did  not  think  it  advifable  for 
the  Britifli  cavalry  to  ch&rge  the  enemy,  who  were 
retreating  in  good  order,  but  direded  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  to  proceed  with  a  fquadran  of 
dragoons  to  the  affiflance  of  Maj<yr-geDeTal  Leflia 
on  tile  (g)  right,  where,  by  the  conftant  fire  whid 
was  yet  maintained,  the  aflair  feemed  not  to  be 
determined.  The  right  wing,  from  the  tbickncfe 
'  of  the  woods  and  a  jealoufy  for  its  Hank,  had  im- 
perceptibly inclined  to  the  right,  by  which  move- 
ment it  had  a  kind  of  feparate  anion  after  the 
front  line  of  the  Americans  gave  way,  and  was 
.  now  engaged  with  feveral  bodies  of  militia  and 
riQemen  above  a  mile  dillant  from  the  center  of 
the  BritiO)  army.  The  iH  battalion  of  the  guards, 
commanded  by  Lieuteiunt-colonel  Nortm,  and 

(e)  U  oon  A.  , .  (0  (a  p«t«  A.  (f)  la  note  A. 
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the  regiment  of  Bore,  under  Major  De  Buy,  had  c  H  A  P. 
their  mare  of  the  difficulties  of  the  day,  and,  V, 
o-«dng  to  the  nature  of  1^  light  troops  oppofed 
to  them,  could  never  maR  any  decifive  impref- 
fion :  As  they  advanced,  the  Americans  gave 
ground  in  front,  and  inclined  to  their  flanks : 
This  fort  of  conflift  had  continued  fome  time, 
when  the  Britifh  cavalry,  on  their  way  to  join 
diem,  found  officers  and  men  of  both  corps 
wounded,  and  in  pofleffion  of  the  enemy  :  The  ■ 
prifoners  were  quickly  refcued  from  tlie  hands  of 
their  captors,  and  the  dragoons  reached  General 
Leilie.  without  delay.  As  foon  as  the  cavalry  ar- 
rived, the  guards  and  the  Heffians  were  direded 
to  fire  a  volley  upon  the  lareeft  party  of  the  mi- 
litia, and,  under  the  cover  of  the  fmoke.  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Tarleton  doubled  round  the  right  flank 
of  the  guards,  and  charged  the  Americans  with 
confiderable  effeft.  The  enemy  gave  way  on-  all 
fides,  and  were  routed  with  confufion  and  lofs. 
Thus  ended  a  general,  and,  in  the  main,  a  welL- 
contelled  aftion,  which  had  lafted  upwards  of 
two  hours.  General  Leflie  fowl  afterwards  . 
joined  Earl  Cornwallis,  who  had  advanced  a  fhort 
4iftance  on  the  Reedy-fork  road,  with  the  23d 
tbd  71ft  regiments,  to  fupport  the  other  fquadron 
of  the  Britifli  legion,  who  followed  the  rear  of 
the  continentals. 

On  the  part  of  the  Britifli,  (B)  thehonoarable 
Lieutenant-colonel  Stewart,  of  the  guasds,  two 
lieutenants,  two  enfigns,  thirteen  'ferjeants,  and 
feventy-five  rank  and  file,  were  killed :  Briga- 
dier-generals O'Hara  and  Howard,  Lieutenant- 
colonels  Webfter  and  Tarlcton,  nine  captains,  ■ 
four  lieutenants,  five  enfigns,  two  flaff  officers', 
fifteen  ferjeants,  five  drummers,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  fizty>nine  rank  and  file,  were  wounded ; 
and  twenty-five  rank,  and  file  were  milSng. 

(BJ  Note  B. 

The. 


284  CAMPAIGNS' OF    1780   AMD    I7S1    IM    THS    . 

CHAP.     The  American  (£)  lols  amounted  to   a  more 
V.      confiderable  number,   though  it  was  eventually, 
of  lefs  importance :  moft  of  the  militia  having  re- 
turned to  their  homesj^ead  of  repairing  to  the 
rendezvous  at  SpeedweilfurQace.     The  continen- 
taU  had  one  brigadier  general,  one  major,  nine 
captains,   feven    fubaltems,    fourteen    feijeants, 
eight  drums  and  fifes,  and  two  hundred  and  nine- 
ty rank  and  file,  killed,  wounded,  and  mifling. 
The  Virginia  militia  had  one  brigamer  genera^ 
eight   captains,    eighteen  fubaltems,    fifteen  ler- 
jeants,  and  three  hundred  and  fucty-one  rank  and 
file  killed,  wounded,  and  mifSng.     The   North- 
Carolina  militia  had  fix  rank  and  file  killed ;  one 
captain,  one  fubaltem,  and  three  rank  and  file 
wounded  ;  and  two  captains,  two  fubaltem*,  and 
five  hundred  and  fifty-two  nmk  and  file,  miffing. 
Earl    Comwallis's    difpofition  of  the  King's 
troops  was  judicioufly  adapted  to  the  ground  where 
the  aftion  commenced,  and  the   ^lantry  and 
undaunted  bravery  of  Iiis  oiEcers  and  foldiers  were 
confpicuous  throughout  the  different  and  trying 
engagements  of  the  day  ;  but  the  fuperior  num- 
bers of  the  enemy,  together  with  the  prefent  litu- 
ation  of  the  rojai  army,  hx  diltant  from  fupport 
or  refource,  and  deficient  in  fupplies  to  profecute 
any  advanuge,  undoubtedly  rendered  a  general 
a£uon  more  defirable  to  the  Americans  than  to 
the  Britilh  :  The  move,  therefore,  to  Guildford, 
produced  one  of  the  molt  hazardous,  as  well  aa. 
fcvere  battles  that  occurred  during  the  war.     The 
pofl  occupied  by  General  Greene  on  this  occafion 
was  extremely  well  chofen,  and  the   manner  of 
forming  his  troops  unexceptionable.    The  reafons 
which  now  induced  him  not  to  decline  an  engage* 
ment  equally  indicated  his  wifdom  and  his  protef< 
fional  knowledge.    A  defeat  of  the  Britilh  would 

(E)  Note  E. 
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Ibtc  beefl  atteiuled  vith  the  total  deftrudion  ofc  H  A  F. 
Earl  CcwnvalUs's  iniantty,  whilft  a  -viGLoTf  at  this     V. 
juncture  could  produce  90  very  decifive  confe- 

auences  againft.  the  Americans.  The  ability  of 
le  EDgliih  commander,  feconded  by  the  vigour 
and  refolution  of  his  officers  and  foldiers,  with 
^ctreme  d^culty  forced  the  enemy  from  their  po- 
fition,  aad  in  that  fortunate  exploit  the  BxitiQi 
aiiny  was  crippled,  by  the  quality  and  niunber 
^  the  officers  uid  men  lulled  and  wounded.  One 
oppOTtuaity  being  overlooked  by  General  Greene, 
towluds  the  clefe  of  the  action,  gave  that  advan- 
ta^  which  was  long  doubtful,  to  the  difciplined 
po^erahce  of  the  King's  troops.  If  one  brigade 
of  c<HitineQCals,  after  the  repulfe  of  the  2d  batta- 
lion and  the  grenadier  company  of  die  guards, 
bad  takes  poffeffion  of,  and  remained  at  the  emi- 
nence on  the  edge  of  the  wood,  from  whence  the 
three  pounders  afterwards  fired  upon  them,  they 
would  effe&oally  have  broken  the  left  ^  the  cen- 
ter, and  continued  the  confufion  of  the  Britilh, 
th^  being  no  fupport  immediately  at  hand,  nor 
any  corps  in  referre,  ezcqit  the  cavalry,  who  could 
not  ftir  a  yard  out  of  the  road,  on  account  of 
'^ethicknefs  of  the  brufh-wood  ;  and  the  guards 
being  prefled  by  the  manceuvre  and  entangled  in 
(Hfficult.  groond,  could  iiot  have  manifelted  ihcir 
aSdte  ana  perieraring  conragc  by  rallying  and  re- 
tnmiag  to  the  charge  :  By  this  advance  likewife 
the  23d  and  yift  regiments  wpuld  have  been  kept 
aftmder,  and  the  33d,  with' the  light  company  of. 
&e  guards,  divided  from  the  center.  The  fnp«- 
rioT  Aiunber,  as  w«Il  as  frefhnefs.  of  the  continen- 
tals, having  had  no  march,  and  bat  a  flidu  en- 
gagement, togefter  with  the  con^arative  itate  of 
the  Britilh,  and  the  evident  advantage  of  the 
ground,  ought  have  intimated  and  recommended 
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C  H  A  P  ^^  movement,  which,  if  carried  into  immediate 
V.  executioD,  wcmiM  probably  have  produced  tht 
mott  fatal  efie^  j  but  the  pauTe  of  the  Americans, 
and  their  voluntarji  return  to  the  ground  where 
thev  were  originally  formed,  prdented  the  marked 
and  fevourable  interrd,  of  which  the  Britt& 
availed  themfelves,  hj  colleding  as  targe  a  force 
as  poflible,  and  puming  forwards  their  cent^. 
To  this  overfif^t  or  h^itation  of  the  Ameiicaw 
may  chiefly  be  attributed  a  viftory,  which,  how- 
ever fplendid  and  h<mourable  to  the  general  sod 
the  troops,  was  not  ufefiil  or  advantageous  to 
Great  Britain.  « 

The  wounded  of  both  armies  were  aflembled  ex- 

peditioufly  after  the  action,  and  the  forgeoos  were 

flireded  to  feparate  the  Britifh  and  Helfians,  who 

were  feverely  wounded,  from  thofe  viko  could  bear 

the  eiercife  of  travelling  :  The  former,  to  the  a- 

moupt  of  feventy,  (h)  with  feveral  Americans  who 

were  in  the  fame  fituadon,  were  lodged,  under  the 

protection  of  a  flag  of  truce,  inNew>garden  meet* 

ing-houfe,  and  other  adjacent  buildings,  wfailftihe 

latter  were  placed  in  the  he&  waggons  or  on  horfe- 

back,  to  attend  the  motions  of  the  King's  troops. 

«i!i.i™(r"^*^*  pofition  and  ftrength  of  General  Greene,  K 

«D'^"i-the  iron  works  on  Troublefome  creek,    about 

'"■         twelve  miles  diftant  from  Guildford,  did  not  i»- 

vite  the  approachof  diefiritiih  army ;  Eavl  Coro- 

■wallis,  therefore,  commenced  his  march  on  die 

1 8th  for  Deep  river,  in  his  way  to  Crofs  creek ': 

.  On  this  move  his  lafdlhip  diftributed  a  proclama- 

-tion,  (C)  in  which  he  pubhfhed  an  account  of 

Us  victory,  exhorted  the  loyaltfts  to  join  kirn,  and 

■   offered  pardon  to  die  AmeHoans  who  had  taken 

part  in  rebellion,  if  they  would  hirrender  their 

arms  and  ammunition  on  or  before  the  20th  day 

0>}  h  aote  A.  (C)  K«M  C. 
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of  April,  and  retire  to  their  homes  to  live  peace-  CHAP. 
»bly  till  civil  government  was  reftored.  ^■ 

Some  fupplies  of  meal  and  flour  being  collected 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bell's  (a)  mill,  the  royal 
forces  again  crofled  Deep  river,  that  they  might 
move  through  a  country  well  fupplied  with  forage,  * 
on  the  road  to  Rarafey's  mill.     On  this  march  the  c 
rear  guard,  which  was  now  compofed  of  the  light 
infantry  of  the  guards,  the  yagers,  and  the  caval- 
ry, under  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  obtained 
information  that  General  Greene  with  his  army- 
had  reached  Bufialoe  (a)  creek,  to  the  fouthward 
of  Guildford  court  houfe :  The  day  before  the 
King's  troops  arrived  at  Ramfey^s,  the  Americans 
infmted  the  yagers  in  their  encampment :  The 
royalifts  remained  a  few  days  at  Ramfey's,  for  the     - 
'  benefit  of  the  wounded,  and  to  complete  a  bridge 
over  Deep  river,  when  the  light  troops  of  the 
Americans  again  difturbed  the  pickets,  and  the 
army  were  ordered  under  arms.     Before  the  end  Otocnt 
of  me  month,  the  Britifli  crolfed  the  river,  and  ^^,7^/°'^ 
the  fame  day  General  Greene  reached  (b)  Ram-  Biiiit. 
fCT's  with  an  intention  to  attack  them.    The  halt 
of  the  King*8  troops  at  that  place  nearly  occafion- 
td  an  aftion,  which  would  not  probably  have  been 
advantageou6  to  the  royal  forces,  on  account  of 
Hhe  badneis  of  the  pofidon,  and  the  difheartening 
circumftance  of  their  being  encumbered  with  fo 
many  wounded  ofEcers  and  men  lince  the  afHon 
at  Guildford.    Deep  river,  over  which  the  rear 
guard  broke  the  bridge,  the  want  of  provifions, 
(c),  and  the  defert  country  through  which  the 
King's  troops  now  commenced  their  march,  im'- 
pededthe  immediate  advance  of  General  Greene, 
and  Earl  Comwallis,  without  any  material  occur- 
■rence,  entered  Crofs  creek. '  w'liil^^"' 

On  his  alridval,  hereceiveda  letter  fromMajor'l'""^ 
Craig,  who  very  judicioufly  and  explicitly  pointed 

WtBBQwa       Wto^vr-P.       (bjhaoieP.       (c)  la  note  p. 
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C  l4  A  P.  ^(  '^^  cauliei  which  prevented  hit  t^iening  the 
V.  water  communication  between  that  }Jace  aad 
Wilmrngton.  The  iliRaace,  the  narrowneb  of 
the  river,  the  commanding  elevation  of  ha  banka* 
and  the  hoftlle  fcDtiments  of  great  jnrt  of  the 
inhabitants,  rendered  the  defign  impra&icable  (b) 
for  the  corps  under  his  command.  This  accuratq 
account  of  the  relative  fituationf  of  Croft  creek. 
and  WilnuQgton,  which  ought  to  have  beea 
dearly  underftood  before  the  King's  troops  en- 
tered North  Carolina,  becaufe  the  moft  forta? 
nate  or  neccflary  operationi  of  a  campaign  may 
be  delayed,  or  counteraAcd,  or  totally  fruftrated, 
by  blindly  trailing  to  a  communication  that  can- 
not be  opened,  was- now  iirft  di(f>Uycd-to  the 
Britilh  army,  when  they  were  encumbered  with 
furk  and  wounded,  deftitute  of  many  neccflarjr  . 
liipplies,  and  in  daily  expc&ation  of  receiving  ttw 
mortifying  intelligence,  that  their  lately  con- 
quered enemy  would  make  a  fuccef&ful  irruption 
into  South  Carolina.  Upon  this  ferious  and  im- 
porunt  difappointment,  refpeding  the  navigatioa 
of  the  oorth-wefl:  river,  an  inllant  movement  from 
Crofs  creek  towardt  Camden  would  have  been  an. 
advifable  tneafure.  The  comparative  0tuatioiis 
of  the  Britilh  and  American  armies,  the  ftate  <^ 
South  Carolina,  the  difmantled  (K)  condition  of 
Charles  town,  and  the  remembrance  of  the  fe- 
cond  ob}e£t  of  the  campaign,  which  was.  to  (ct 
cure  old  pofleiSoiu,  ftrongly  fuggeftcd  and  recom- 
mended fuch  an  expedition  j  and  it  may  be 
deemed  unfortunate  tluu  fo  eligible  a  plan  was  not 
carried  into  execution. 

Nocwitbftandiirg  the  cruel  perfecmion'  the  io; 
habitants  of  Crols  creek  bad  conftantly  endured 
for  their  partiality  to  the  Britifli,  they  yet  re? 
taincd  great  seal  for.  tbeintercft  of  the'  royal 

(b)  IsmmO  (K)laBattK. 
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9riny.    All  the  flour  and  fpirits  in  the  neighbour-  CHAP. 
bood  were  col1e£led  and  conveyed  to  camp,  and      V. 
the  w6unded  officers  and  ibldiers  were  fup{died 
with  many  coovcnkncies  highly  agreeable  and 
rcfr«{hing  to  men  in  their  fituation.    After  fome 
escprefles  were    difpatched  to  Lord  Rawdon,  to 
advertife  him  of  the  movements  of  the  Brttifii 
and  Americans,  and  fome  waggons  were  loaded 
with    prOTiliong,    £arl    Cornwallis  refumed   his 
inarch  for  Wilmington.     On  the  road  (c)  fome  aoJ  ««>*«« 
▼aloable  officers  and  brave  men  died  of  their  ^'^'°«"  . 
wsonds,  but  none  more  deJervedly  regretted  thaa 
Lieatenant-colonel  Webfter>  who  united  all  the 
Tirtues  of  civil  life  to  the  gallantry  and  profef- 
fional  knowledge  of  a  foldier. 

Though  the  militia  of  the  cduntry  did  not  ap- 
pear  in  arms,  they  bad  broken  fome  bridges  over 
creeks*  to  retard  tho  march  of  the  royal  army : 
They  were  repaired  by  the  light  troofra  as  they 
advanced,  and  the  main  body  foon  reached  a 
pofition  facing  Wilmington,  on  the  north- weft  j,^  April 
river,  whence  they  were  conveyed  to  it  by  the 
.afliftance  of  the  royal  navy.  Major  Craig,  (d) 
fince  his  arrival  in  North  Carolina,  had  made 
himfelf  refpcdable  in  that  quarter  of  the  coun- 
try, by  feveral  fucccrsful  excurftons  into  the  ad- 
jacent diftrifts,  and  by  fortifying  a  bad  pofl  fo 
judicioufly,  as  to  render  it  tenable,  and  the  ftores 
and  detachment  committed  to  his  care  perfe£lly 
fecare  againft  any  attempt  of  the  militia.  As 
foon  as  the  royal  army  was  quartered  in  and  about 
the  town,  the  officers  commanding  corps  were 
jequelled  to  lofe  no  time  in  equipping  tbeir  ref- 
pedive  divifiofis  with  ample  neceflaries  for  imme- 
diate Cervicc.  Unluckily  for  many  of  the  troops, 
and  for  the  cavalry  in  particular,  the  fuppHes 
tranfported  from  Charles  town  to  Wilmington 
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CHAP,  were  inadequate  to  the  deficiencies,  and  dew  ne* 
^'  ceflaries  were  obtained  except  (hoes  for  the  ii- 
fantry.  In  the  mean  time,  £arl  Cornwairis  pre- 
pared his  public  (1)  difpatt^s  for  the  minifter, 
and  meditated  the  future  operations  of'  hit 
army. 

The  letters  from  (a)  Charles  (own,  conTcying 
the  news  of  a  reinforcemeiit  of  three  regimcnti 
from  England  being  deftincd  for  the  fouthward 
of  America,  and  giving  accounts  of  the  com* 
mander  in  chiePs  having  detached  General  Pbit- 
lips  from  New  York,  with  a  confiderablc  force 
into  the  Chefapeak,  arrived  at  Wilmington,  wbcs 
other  intelligence  equally  interefting  reached  llbt 
place.  Clear  and  pofitive  informaiion  was  now 
received,  that  the  move  towards  the  ihipping  in 
On  CreMie  Cape-fear  river  had  prompted  General  Greent  to 
^Tsis'ib  poi"*  ^''  courfe  towards  South  Carolina,  and 
Cuoiiu.  that,  after  detaching  Lieutena'ht-colonel  Lee  to 
affifl  General  Marion  in  the  center  of  the  pro- 
vince, he  had  prefled  forwards  hi«  march  widi 
an  indefatigable  attention,  which  foon  carried  hit 
main  body  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Camden. 
The  wildom  and  vigour  of  the  American  ope- 
rations not  only  deranged  all  the  deligns  of  Earl 
Cornwallis  at  Wilmington,  but  threatened  fevere 
confequences  to  the  Britifli  forces  in  South  Cl- 
rolina.  Lord  Rawdon,  who  commanded  00  the 
frontier,  and  who  had  been  induftrioufly  em- 
ployed in  fuppreffing  the  infurrcftions,  and  op- 
pofing  the  incurfions  of  Generals  Sumptcrand 
Marion,  had  now  an  unexpcftcd  and  more  for. 
midabic  enemy  to  contend  with.  On  the  ap- 
proach of  General  Greene  his  lordfhip  might 
juftly  apprehend,  unlefs  he  received  tidmgs  of 
Karl  Cornwa'lis's  movement  to  South  Carolina,  a 
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tola] dcfcftion  of  the  inhabitants,  an  interruption C HA?* 
of  all  communication  with  Charles  town,  and  the  ^■ 
attack  of  a  continentat  army  fuperior  to  his  own 
m  numbers,  Though  the  exprefles  (b)  from 
Crofs  creek  did  not  reach  their  deftination,  LorS 
Ravdon  by  fome  other  means  gained  fuch  early, 
intelligence  of  the  approach  of  Greene,  that  h« 
made  judicious  arrangements  to  counteraft  the 
defigns  of  the  enemy,  and  to  advertife  Ear! 
Cornwallis  of  his  embarralTed  fituation  at  Cam> 
4cn. 

The  afpcft  of  public  affairs  at  this  junfturc  pre- 
fcnted  various  (j)  and  oppofitc  dciigns  to  the 
noble  Ear!  at  "Wilmington.  Upon  the  different 
Inveftigations  of  the  fubjeft,  it  was  too  fuccefs* 
fnlly  dcferibed,  that  the  country  (c)  between 
Cipe>fear  river  and  Camden  was  barren,  and  in- 
.  terfcfted  with  creeks  and  rivers ;  that  theroad  to 
Oeorge  town  was  replete  with  the  Tame  drfficaU 
tfcs ;  that  -an  embarkation  for  Charles  town  wa 
difgracefal,  and  would  occafion  delay  whilft  tbe 
tranfporta  were  coming  round  ;  and  that  Yir- 
ginia  was  more  acceffible,  where  General  Phit^ 
lips  commanded  a  rcfpcftablc  force.  Harajy 
would  it  have  been,  as  far  as  general  probability 
can  determine,  had  Earl  Cornwallis  directed  his 
chief  attention  to  the  aritical  Hate  of,Soatb  Cx' 
Tdtina,  and  commencea  his  return  by  any  route 
to  fecure  it:  But  it  was  reprefented,  that  the 
plan  of  carrying  the  war  into  fo  opulent  a  pro- 
Tincc  as  Virginia,  would  recall  Generrf  Greene 
from  the  fouthward  as  foon  as  he  had  informatioa 
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C  H  A  P.  of  Lord  CornwallU*s  defign  j  and  that  his  Lord- 
■  V.  ihip  would  have  the  advanUge  of  an  early  morc- 
mcnt,  to  form  a  powerful  army,  by  joining  the 
corps  at  Wilmington  to  the  troops  under  Major 
general  Phillips,  on  the  banks  of  James  river. 
This  large  fcalc  of  operations  coinciding  with 
Earl  Cornwallis*  prefent  views,  he  determined  (I) 
to  make  an  inftant  attempt  upon  Virginia.  For  this 
purp(^e,  orders  were  given  to  the  principal  offi- 
cers tg  prepare  their  troops  as  well  as  they  could 
for  a  long  march,  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour 
yizs  direScd  to  fend  tranfports  from  Charles  town 
to  Cape-fear  river,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  receive 
them,  in  cafe  the  expedition  wy  fruftrated. 

At  this  period.  Major-general  Leflic's  health 
being  greatly  impaired  by  the  climate,  his  f^y- 
licians  advifed  his  return  to  a  colder  latitude  than 
,the  Carolinas  and  Virginia ;  upon  which  be  pre- 
pared to  embark  for  New  York :  Brigadier 
general  O'Hara,  by  great  ftrength  of  conftitutioa 
and  the  Ikill  of  his  furgeons,  furmounted  two 
jiainful  wounds,  which  he  had  borne  with  fin- 

fular  fortitude,  and  was  rellorcd  to  the  command 
e  bad  filled  with  fuch  diftinguilhcd  reputation  : 
Many  officers  and  men  daily  recovered  and  joined 
their  regiments :  Captains  Lord  Douglas  and 
Maynard  of  the  guards^crc  unfortunately  at- 
.tacked  by  fevers,  and  mcd,  fmcerely  lamented 
by  their  numerous  friends  throughout  the  amy. 

Before  the  end  of  April,  Earl  Comwallis  pre- 
jiared  to  leave  Wilmington,  having  (I)  decided 
^(L)  upon  his  plan  of  operation,  antfgiveo  his  or- 
ders to  Major  Craig,  to  embark  bis  garrifon  and 
the  lick  for  Charles  town  as  foon  as  he  heard  that 
Eiri  Con- the  King's  troops  had  pafled  the  Roanoke.    A 
m'iJdwf  to- corps  ofabout  one  thoufand-fix  hundred  men,  coo- 
wxdiihB  _  lifting  of  a  detachment  of  royal  artillery,  with 
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fmir  pieces  c^  cannon,  the  brigade  of^  guards,  thecHilP. 
ajd,  the  33d,  the  fecond  battaiion  of  the  71  ft,  V. 
the  foment  of  Bofe,  a  company  of  pioneers,  the 
firitifh  legion,andtbe82d  and  Hamilton'slightcom* 
panics,  received  orders  to  be  in  readinefs  to  march 
as  CooQ  as  the  quarter-mafter- general's  waggons 
were  loaded  with  an  ample  fupply  of  rum,  fair, 
and  flour.  This  being  ably  and  expeditioufly  com<' 
pleted  under  the  infpe£tion  of  Major  England,  de- 
puty quaner -mailer  general.  Lieutenant  colonel 
Tarleton,  with  the  advanced  guard,  was  directed 
to  feize  as  many  boats  as  poflihie  on  the  nortb- 
eaft  branch  of  Cape-fear  river,  and  colIe<5t  them 
at  a  place  about  fifteen  miles  above  Wilmington. 
Some  boats  were  fecured,  and  Captain  Ingles,  of 
tbe  n^al  navy,  difpatched  cnhera  from  the  King's 
Ihipe,  to  [»ote£t  and  expedite  the  paflage  of  me  ■ 
aimy.  The  advanced  guard  eroded  without  loft 
d  time^  and  lock  poll  on  the  oi^xdite  bank,  till 
the  ftores,  waggons,  cannon,  and  troops,  were 
thought  over.  As  many  rtvers  and  creeks  inter- 
feAed  the  country  between  this  place  and  Vir^nia, 
it  was  thought  expedient  to  mount  two  boats  upon 
carriages,  which  could  proceed  with  the  army,  and 
might  facilitate  the  paflage  of  any  watus. 

The  King's  troops  moved  for  a  few  days  «4tb- 
out  aay  obllacles  on  their  Toutc,  and  almoft  with- ' 
out  any  intelligence.  In  tbe  neighbourhood  of  tbe 
river  Nufc  reports  were  brought  to  Ear!  Corn-, 
wallis,  that  General  Phillips  had^fipceeded  as  high 
n  Richmond,  on  the  James  Vnr,  and  other 
t^raiours  {aid,  that  be  had  embarked  and  failed 
from  Vir^nia.  This  mortifying  new*  was  not  al- 
leviated by  any  favourable  incideotfi  on  the  march. 
The  middle  and  eaftem  diftrifts  of  North  Ca- 
r^ina  were  found  more  barren  than  they  were  de- 
fcribed,  and  much  affiftance  of  provifions  to  fave 
tbeftock  upon  the  waggons  could  not  be  taken  or 
bought  from  the  inhabitants.  At  this  period  Earl 
Cornwallis 
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p  H  A  p.  C<irnw«llis  thot^t  proper  to  •drance  hw  light 
V-  troope,  «  wetl  to  order  the  milts  to  grind  under 
pita  of  military  execution,  as  10  procure  intelH- 
geoce  of  the  rooft  convenient  ptaoe  to  pafs  the 
Roanoke,  and  thefituauon  of  tbe  firitiifa  trtxipa  in 
Virginia. 

In  the  beginning  (rf*  fAty,  Lteutcnast  c»)oBcl 
TarletOD,  with  one  hundred  and  eigbty  dra^^ow.s, 
aad  the  light  companies  of  tbe  Szd  and  of  Ha- 
ttiilton's  North-Carolina  regiment,  both  mounted 
<ui  horfet,  advanced  in  fi^ont  of  the  army,  cro0ed 
the  KahuDta  and  Coteckney  creeks,  and  (boo 
reached  the  Tan  river.  On  his  route  he  ordered 
the  inhabitants  to  cnllefl  great  quantities  of  pro- 
vifions  for  the  King's  troops,  whofe  numbers  be' 
rhagnified  in  order  10  awe  the  militia,  and  Iccure  a 
retreat  for  liis  detachment,  in  cafe  the  Roaoahe 
couM  not  be  p&0i3d.  When  Lteuteoant- colonel 
Tailcton  had  proceeded  over  tbe  Tarr,  he  received 
inftru^ions,  (M)  if  tbi;  country  beyond  ttrat  livm 
(»uld  afford  a  totcrable  (lipply  of  flour  and  oietl 
for  the  array,,  to  make  every  pc^iUe  e£brc  to  pro 
awe  inforroatioD  of  General  FhtUipB :  Upon  ferd- 
iig  the  diHridts  more  froitfiil  as  he  advaoeedv  he 
deierminedjuby  &  rapid  inarcb,  to  make  an  at- 
tMtipt  upon  Halifax,  where  the  niiiitia  were  sficm- 
bling,  and  by  that  meafure  open  a  paQageacroTsthe 
Roan<^e,  for  fiwne  of  the  emlflaries,  who  had  beCtt 
difpatched  into  Virginia,  to  return  to  tbe  C(^ 
troops  in  North^aroHna. 

On  this  move^l  Americans  at  Swift  cForic,  an* 
afterwards  at  Filhing  creek,  atiempted  t«  ftt^ttv 
progrefs  of  the  advanced  guard  ;  but  thdr  eflbiH 
were  baffled,  and  they  were  dilpo^Ad  with  (aoK 
lofc.  The  Britifh  took  the  ftuw tcft  road  to  Hatt- 
far,  to  prevent  the  militia  receiving  reinforcements, 
aod  recovering  from  the  conllemation  probaWy 
drffufed  throughout  that  place  by  the  fogitivn 
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Irom  the  crcdu.  The  event  infvend  the  c»-  C  M  A  K 
«e£Ution :  The  Amerioas  were  chat]^  and  de-  ,  V. 
tttMd  ia  detached  parties,  in  the  environs  and  in  S^*  " 
^  n>wn,  before  they  had  Tettled  any  regular  plan 
of  operation :  The  ground  aboat  half  a  mile  in 
firoat  of  Hatifaz  afforded  a  ftrong  pofttion,  of 
which  tbey  did  not  avail  themfelvest  but  tbey 
were  furprifed  wfailft  alEmibling  on  the  wrong  Gdie 
of  the  bri4ge  over  a  deep  ravine,  and  were  ranted 
with  codfuuon  and  loTs:  The  only  uleful^  expe- 
dient wUch  they  had  adopred  was  the  fecuring  a 
cumber  pf  the  boats  betoof^ng  to  the  inhabit^s' 
of  the  place  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  where  a 
party  began  to  intrendi  themfisbrei^  and  from 
whence  tbey  fired  upon  the  Bririlh  when  they  ap- 
jiroachal  the  bank :  This  ctrcumftaace,  however, 
could  only  be  a  temporary  inamventence  to  the 
King's  troops,  be^ufe  the  Americans  would  be 
«bliged  to  abudon  that  poft  oa  the  acnvsl-af  the 
aunoD,  the  erainence  on  die  fide  of  Halifax  fb 
*peife£tly  oommaaded  Uk  oppolite  fhore. 

The  damage  (uftained  by  the  light  tnx^  in 
talciDg  pofleffiDD  of  Hali&i  sofiounted  ohly  to  three 
men  vounded,  and  a  few  horfes  killed  and  wound- 
ed. SoAie  ftores  of  continental  cloatfamg  and 
oihci  fupplies  were  found  in  the  pbce.  Withoot 
lofs  of  time,  guards  were  placed  on  all  die  avenues 
lo  the  poft,  and  fpica  were  difpaicbol  over  the  ri- 
ver above  and  below  the  town,  to  gaia  iDtetl^enoe 
of  Genciat  Fhillipa.  Thefc  precautions  and  at- 
■oe&ry  proceeding  were  fpttdily  comf^ed,  ow- 
ing to  the  affiftance  of  Lieutenaiit<cdonel  Hamil- 
loa,  who  had  formerly  been  conneAed  with  that 
wiarter  of  North  Cwc^ina,  and  wu  a  volunteer  on 
t»s  expedition.  A  repeat  was  afterwards  dif- 
patdied  to  Karl  Cornw^tllis,  dejcribing  thefituaticn 
of  theeoeray  on  thtoppofite  bank  of  the  river, 
end  the  accounts  fr<Mn  Virginia,  which  were  yet 
dark  aikl  perplexing.    In  his  letter,  Tarlnon  re-  « . 

quefled 
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C  H  A  P.  qoefted  that  the  Bghtcotnpaiiy  of  the  guards  m^ 
V-  be  detached  on  hoifeback  10  a^  fiim  in  the  dcficnx 
of  bis  prelent  pdl,  till  he  could  procure  autheniic 
information  from  James  river,  as  it  was  rather  ha- 
zardous for  a  corps  of  light  dragocnu,  without 
cartHoes,  and  fizty  infantry,  to  remain  on  the  ^ue 
ground  many  days  and  nights,  oear  fifty  miles 
from  the  army,  in  a  populous  and  hoQile  country. 
Thisrequeft  was  not  iQanyrefped  complied  with; 
It  was  anfwered,  that  the  body  of  the  King's 
troops  could  not  advance  beyond  Vivaret's  (a)  mill, 
be^e  favouraUe  news  was  obtained  of  Genenl 
Phillips  f  that  the  light  company  ot  the  guards 
could  not  proceed  for  want  of  borles;  but  that 
Tarleton  might  ftay  a  few  days  at  Halifax,  if  be 
.thought  it  fafe,  in  order  to  acquire  iotelligeoce 
-from  the  northward. 

-  As  the  rumours  from .  Virginia  xt  this  period 
were  obfcurcj  and  the  accounts  of  Lord  Raw- 
don's  hav'mg  beat  General  Greene  were  cwfi- 
dently  (a)  reporied,  aod  daily  confirmed,  (b) 
Lieutenam-col(»)el  Tarleton  deemed  it  probable 
that  Earl  Cornwallis  would  forego  the  expedition 
towards  James  river,  and  return  upon  die  back 
of  Grceite  to  the  frontier  of  Souh  Carolina. 
To  wan  the  event  of  btclligence  or  orders  with 
greater  fecurity,  be  changed  his  ground,  by 
leaving  Halifax  under  the  lufpe^tion  of  an  ad' 
vanced  picket  during  the  day,  and  be  took  a  po* 
fitioD  •with  his  corps  behind  the  ravine  half  a 
mile  from  the  town.  In  this  fitoationbe  earncfily 
watched  every  path  and  roaJ  to  bis  camp,  and 
ufed  eferts  to  colled  and  fecure  a  number  of 
boats  fome  diftance  below  the  tomi :  In  this  lat- 
ter employment  he  was  greatly  affifted  by  fome 
refugees  and  negroes  ;  an^  his  fufpenfe  coocem- 
ing  General  Phillips  was  alleviated  by  the  ap- 
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pmaoce of  fome friends  and  emiflaries bora  Vir-c H  A  P- 
ginia,  who  brought  iofonnadoa  that*  the  Britifb  V. 
troops  had  not  quitted  James  river,  but  weie  at 
or  near  Cabbin  point.  ThU  news  wa<  inune- 
dkrtely  ccHnmui^ted  to  Earl  ComwalUs  by  ex- 
pTc&,  who  inflanly  forwarded  the  light  company 
(.b)  of  the  guards,  with  fome  pioneers,  and  a 
piece  of  cuinon. 

Before  the  light  company  of  the  giiards,  and 
Lieutenant  Sutherland  of  the  ei^ineers,  who  wat 
with  them,  arrived  at  Halifax,  the  militia  evacu- 
ated die  intrenchments  thoy  had  thrown  up  on  the 
oppofite  bank :  Previous  to  their  quitting  the  ri- 
ver, they  damaged  or  fcuttled  the  batteaux  within 
titeir  power,  which  were,  however,  foon  repair- 
ed by  the  carpoiters  of  the  town  and  the  picmeer* 
of  the  amy.  In  order  to  fecure  the  boats  and  the 
pa&ge.  Lieutenant  Sutherland  conftruded  a  finall 
vork  t>e7ond  the  river,  which  was  garrifoned  by 
a  company  of  light  infantry  till  the  army  arrived.    ■ 

Ai  foon  as  Earl  ComwalUs  reached  the  Ro*" 
Boke,  he  ordered  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarlettm  to 
crtA  it  with  the  cavalry  and  two  companies  of 
mounted  in^try,  to  explore  the  country  and  find 
out  the  convenient  places  for  paffing  die  rivers 
M^enin  and  Nottoway,  which  lay  between  hig 
army  and  Feterfburg,  the  place  of  rendezvous 
prc^xiied  in  his  lordlhip's  letter  to  General  I^Iips? 
3he  light  troops  bad  not  proceeded  above  four 
Biiles  beyond  the  Roanoke,  when  his  lordfhip,  at- 
tended by  fix  dragoons  of  his  guard,  overtook 
Aem,  and  halted  meir  m^ch.  On  the  arrival  of 
fome  country  people,  Earl  Comwallis  direSed 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  difmount  his  dra- 
goons and  mounted  infantry,  and  to  form  them 
mto  a  rank  entire,  fob  the  convenient  infpe^on 
of  the  inhabitants^  and  to  facilitate  the  difcovery 
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C  H  A  F.  of  the  Tilluns  vrho  had  committed  atrodotn  oat* 
^-  rages  the  pftceding  erening.  A  feqeattt  ami  ooe 
private  dragoon  were  pcnnted  out,  and  accvfodof 
'rape  and  robbery  :  They  woe  conducted  m  Ho* 
li^,  where  they  were  condoled  to  deadi  by 
martial  law.  The  immediate4ifli£tion  of  llie 
ientence  exhibited  to  the  army  and  manifefted  to 
the  country  the  difcipline  and  jufUce  of  the  firitifli 
general. 

The  light  ti-oops  reached  and  pafied  Ac  rWer 
Meherren  at  Armftead's  bridge  an  the  1 4tfa  (^ 
May  :  The  next  day  tbey  proceeded  to  the  Not- 
toway, which  they  found  Lieutenant-colonel  Sim^ 
coe  tud  croSed  higher  up,  cm  his  march  towards 
Earl  ComwalHs,  who,  in  the  mean  time,  had  ar- 
med at  Jones'  bouTe  to  the  aortfawanl  of  die 
Roancjte.  <  The  light  troops  of  the  two  eorpi 
having  remoTed  all  impedimaits  between  tlidrvfr- 
^ftire  armiea,  and  difcovered  fords  in  Km  of 
bridges,  which  the  Ameiicans  had  deftniywd,  Brit 
gai&r general  Arnold,  wito  had  for  a  fow  days 
conunandtfd  the  King's  troops  in  ViraiaiB,  witfe 
an  efcort  left  Ids  own  canm  to  neet  £arJ  Q»w- 
^ralliB. 

Major.general  FbUlipc,  equally  belored  aftd  re* 
fpeded  for  his  virtues  and  his  ntUitary  ttlaotz,  AmA 
at  Petersburg  a  fhort  period  before  tfa<  jaudion  at 
the  royal  forces.  Some  infoniuitioii  having 
reached  Earl  Comwadlii,  afiter  h<  paffitd  the  Ro** 
noke,  relative  to  die  union  of  a  great  retefMotk 
ment,  deflined  for  the  Amencan  arniy  unda-  dH 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  he  prefled  (O)  forwards 
his  march  with  grfot  diligence,  left  the  enon^ 
fhould  attempt  any  thing  againlt  die  ^itifh  at  Pck 
ter{burg  before  his  arriviJ:  No  moveoient  vis 
made  by  the  Americani  i»  the  abfence  of  Brigs* 
'  dier-general  Arnold ;  and  iilarl  ComwaUis  j<Ant4 

(O)  H<Kt  0. 
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tfaedire^baof  all  the  King's  troops  in  Virginia      V. 
ibcm  after  tke  middle  of  May.  l"L§^T^ 

*  The  fioTce  recently  employed  on  James  (P)  ri-  ^if  <«rtim- 
ver,  aiul.aow  added  by  EarJ  Comwallii  to  his  Ca-  wXi'i/*" 
ta^aa  army,  confiAed  o£  a  Fefpeflable  detachmatt- 
«f  royal  artillery,  two  battalions  of  light  inim- 
try,  dix  76th  and  Sotb  J&itilh  regimems,  the 
Heffiui  regiment  of  Prince  Hercditaire,  Ijeute- 
Oanvcaloiul  Simcoe's-corpc  of  caralry  and  inBut- 
try,  commonly  called  the  Queen's  rangers,  one 
tumdrcd  yagers^  and  Arnold's  American  legicn  ; 
ImAdas  the  garrifbn  of  Poctfmoulh  on  EU^^foeth. 
liver.  This  combittation,  which  had .  coil  Earl 
Graravalln  Jo  mscbtcnl  and  ktltcttude,  was  fcarce- 
If^ceiDpleted,  whea.  he  recdved  Lord  Rawdm't 
■pcMt  orf  the  advantage  obtained  over  General  * 
Qneae  before  Camden.  Thie  ^voufafale  cir* 
vmftuice,  and  the  account  c^  tbwe  Brii^ 
TXffmKntA  hawing  finbd  from  Cork  for  Charlat 
towA,  «a&d  his  anxiety  for  South  Carolina,  aai 
fpsnlunibcSUant  hopes  of  agloriouxampaignai 
thsApatttof  America  where  he  ccnniiiaAded.    . 

ImaMdiete  meafures  ((>}  being  adi^e^  by  £ati 
CerannHis  lorafonn  Sir  Ictcnry  CKstcmof  his  ar* 
uval  atFctmftwg,  atid  tonotiiy  to  the  garriibns 
of  CtiBrlw  town  uid  Wifamngton,  diat  no  addi' , 
tioaal  QraaQ>arts  would  be  wanted  in  Cape-fear 
imx ;.  his  lordlhip  prticeeded  to  leun  the  ftate 
of  the  enemy  and  the  country,  and  to  form 
aita^eaients,  previous  to  hit  entering  upon 
ajdne  «9eracioiu.  The  Hgfat  troops  and  fptea  were 
dttcfted  to  Bod  oot  the  fituation  and  (Irength  oS 
the  Maiquis  dc  h  f^yette :  A  patide  nnder  Lien- 
tenant-colonel  Tarleton  being  pulhed  to  Warwich. 
cvurthotde,  fell  in  wild  &  party  of  four  hundred 
militia  in  that  neighbourhood,  who  wereroyted 
with  great  lols  to  the  Americans,  aild  a  trifling 
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CHAP,  detriment  to  the  Britilh,  the  former  beiiig  fur* 
V.  prized,  and  the  latter  confiderably  fliieldtid  by  a 
heavy  fall  of  ralnj  which  prevented  the  militia 
from  ufing  their  fire  arms  :  Rfty  Americaift 
were  coaduded  to  Peterlburg  :  From  the  prifo- 
ners  and  by  emifiaries  it  was  clearly  difcoTered 
tbat  about  one  thouCmd  continental  troops  were 
pofted  between  Wiltown  and  Richmond,  waitii^ 
the  jtm&ion  of  General  Wayne  with  the  Pennfyl- 
vania  line,  and  the  expected  reinforcementa  of 
militia.' 

About  this  time  the  arrival  of  a  reinforcement 
(S)  from  Now  York  for  the  Chelapeak  artny  wai. 
announced  to  Earl  ComwalUs  :  The  commander 
in  chief  had  difpatcbed    General  Leflie,    whofe 
health  bad  benefited  by  the  fea  air  on  the  late  voy-. 
*  age,  and  who  was  always  zealous  for  the  public 
fervice,  xMi  the  17th  and  43d  Britilh  regiments, 
and  two  battalions  of  Anrpach,  into  Virnnia,  u^ 
<m  receiving  news  of  the  march  from  Wilraing-. 
ton.    This  addition  of  force  prompted  Earl  Cora*' 
vallis  to  accelerate  the  meafures  for  paffing  James 
river.    A  movement  of  the  King's  tzomts  itoia: 
Peterlburg  towards  the  frigates,  armed  veuelsy  and 
boats,  would  favedme  both  to  (he navy  and  army, 
would  prevent  the  Americans  giving  oppofiuon, 
and  would  facilitate  the  Jun^pn  of  any  part  of 
the  troops  lately  arrived  from  New  Toik  :  Ac- 
cordingly the  royal   forces  marched  to  Mead's 
houfe,  oppofite  to  Colonel  Byrd's,  at  Weftover. 
The  paffage  of  the  river  at  that  pbce  afforded  an 
eafy  entrance  into  a  fertile  quarter  of  Virginia, 
and  enabled  the  Britifh  to  profecute  fuch  opera- ' 
tions  agunft  the    Americans  as  "future   circum- 
(Uaces  fhould  render  eligible. 
Some  boats  which  had  been  conllruded  under 
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the  infpe^lion  of  Brigadier-general  Arnold,  for  C  H  A  P. 
the  convenience  of  the  royal  forces  on  their  arri-       V. 
val  at  PortfmOuth,  were  of  great  utility  on  th&  . 

Iirefent  occafion.    The  channel  of  the  ferry,  at 
vhich  the  in&ntry,  die  cavahy,  the  artillery,  the  Tb«  BrW* 
bathorfes,  the  baggage,  and  the  waggons,  were  ITmc  .t°** 
to  crofs,  exceeded  twt)  miles ;  but  fuA  were  the  *«*«"'• 
exertions  of  the  detachment  of  failors,  under  the 
orders  of  Captains  ApUn  and  Dundafs,  that  the 
pjUfage  was   completed  in  lefs  than  three  days, 
lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe,  with  the  Queen's  ran- 
gers,  aBi4  *^^  yagers,  firft  arrived  at  wTeftover: 
Great  pm  of  the  infantry  and  cannon,  and  all 
the  ba^age,  followed  that  divifion :  The  legion 
cavalry  (R)  and  fome  mounted  infantry,  who 
had  been  pofted  five  miles  from  Mead's  on  the*  - 
Peterfburg   road,   at  the  commencement  of  the 
embarkation,  were  now  directed  to  move  through 
die  brigade  of  guards,  who  covered  the  rear, 
and  on  their  landing  at  the  oppofite  fhore,  to 
march  towards  Turkey  iOand. 

During  the  paflage  of  the  troops,  Earl  Com- 
valUs  drrcfted  the  43d  regiment,  who  were  part 
of  the  late  reinforcement,  to  join  the  army  j  and 
he  defired  Major-general  Leflie,  to  proceed  with 
the  17th,  and  two  battalions  of  Anfpacb,  to 
PortTmoutfa,  in  order  to  take  the  command  of 
that  poll.  Brigadier-general  Arnold  obtained 
leave  to  return  to  New  York,  where  bufinefs  of 
confequence  demanded  his  attendance.  As  foon 
as  fhe  guards  and  43d  regiment  reached  Weft- 
over,  die  main  body  followed  the  advanced  guard 
to  Turkey  ifland,  and  on  the  27th  of  May  en- 
camped hear  White-oak  fwamp.  Information 
was  obtained  at  this  place,  diat  the  Marquis  de  I4 
Fayette  had  abandoned  Richmond,  and  crofled 
the  Chiduhomany.      The  royal  army  pointed 
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CHAP,  their  conrfc  towards  Bottom  bridge,  on  that  tiver^ 
V,      and  the  Americans  moved  with  cdcrity  acroft  ihe 
TW  Mir-  Soodi  and  North  Anna. 

?•"««''  -^  f"^*  *^*y*  afterwards,  Lreutenant-colond 
craircttbc  Tarleton  being  direded  to  ^certain  wiA  his  ca- 
Kw^abL  v^liT  the  fituation  of  the  coiuiaentalt,  be  ad- 
vanced to  their  camp  near  Mattapony  riyer,  drore 
jn  their  pickets,  and  made  them  ftand  to  their 
arms.  "Whilft  in  this  fituation,  a  patrolc,  ■which 
had  been  fent  towards  the  rear  of  the  enemj, 
'  conducted  an  exprefs  and  his  difpatches  to  lietK 
tenant-colonel  Tarleton.  Amongft  odi«r  papers 
of  confequence  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Vayette 
to  Generals  Greene,  Steuben,  &c.  one  letter, 
^iddreffed  to  Mr.  JeSerfon,  the  governor  of  Virgir 
nia,  was  particularly  ftriking:  After  exhorting 
that  gentleman  to  turn  out  the  militia,  be  pro- 
phetically declared,  that  the  Britifii  fuccefs  in 
Virginia  refembled  the  French  invafion  and  pof- 
feffion  of  Hanover  in  the  preceding  war,  and  was 
likely  to  have  fimilar  confequences,  if  the  govern-  . 
ment  and  the  country  woulaexert  themfdvcs  at  the 
^refent  junQure.  The  light  troops  having  effefl:- 
ed  their  orders,  retired  gradually  from  the  pre- 
ferice  of  their  enemy,  and  with  a  few  prifonen 
returned  to  the  royal  encampment  near  the  North 
Anna. 

At  this  period,  the  fuperiority  of  the  army, 
and  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  light  troops,  were 
fuch  as  to  have  enabled  the  Britilh  to  traverig  the 
country  without  apprehenfionor  diiEcuIty,  either  to 
deftroy  ftores  and  tobacco  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  rivers,  or  to  undertake  more  important 
expedtrions.  While  the  main  body  was  in  Hano- 
ver county,  and  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  lay 
between  them  and  Frederickfburg,  Earl  Com- 
walUs  had  clear  intelligence  of  the  meeting  of  the 
governor  and  afleinbly  at  Charlotteville,  under 
the  protedion  of  t  guard,  In  ord«'  to  vote  taxes 

for 
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for  the  exigencies    of  government,  to  concert  CHAP, 
meafures  for  die  augmentation  of  the  eighteen-      '. 
months  men,  or  ftate  troops,  and  to  iflue  coiti> 
Bands  for  a  large  draft  of  militia.     At  the  fame 
time  he  obta^ed  information,  that  Baron  Steuben 
was  gone  toToint  of  Fork,  which  is  fitulted  at 
Ac  extremity  of  James  river,  betwen  the  Fluvan- 
na and  Rivanna,  with  the  eighteen'months   men, 
to  cover  a  continental  ftore,  confifting  of  cannon, 
fmall  arms,    and   accoutrements.      To  fruftrate 
thefe  intentions,  and  to    diftrefs  the  Americans, 
by  breaking  x\p  the  aflembly  at  Charlotteville, 
and  by  taking  or  deftroying  the  arms  and  other 
ftores  at  Point  of  Fork,  his  Lordlhip  employed 
Lieutenant-colonel  (a)  Tarleton  on  the  former 
expedition,  as  moll  diftant,  and  on  that  account  E,r)  co™, 
more  within  the  reJbh  of  cavalry,  whilft  he  com-  ^'i'!'"'" 
milted  the  latter  enterprize  to  the  execution   of  u,  dtflioT" 
Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe,  (b)  with  the  pgers,  ""'^ 
the  infantry,  and  the  huffars  of  the  rangers.    It 
was  defigned  that  thefe  blows  Ihould,  as  near  as 
circumftances  would  permit,    be    fltruck  at  the 
bme  moment;    that  Tarleton,    after  completing 
his  buTmefs,  Ihould  retire  down  the  Rivanna,  to 
pvc  alliftance  to  Simcoe,  if  he  failed  in  his  firft 
attempt,  and  that  both  fhould  afterwards  join  the 
army,  which  would  in  the  mean  time  file  to  the 
left,  through   Goochland  county,  and  approach 
the  Point  of  Fork. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  with  one  hundred 
and  eighty  dragoons,  fupported  by  Captain  Cham< 
pagne  of  the  23d  regiment,  and  feventy  mounted 
infantry,  left  the  army  in  the  b^inning  of  June, 
and  proceeded  between  the  North  and  South 
Anna.  The  heat  of  the  weather  obliged  him  to 
refrefit  his  men  and  horfes  in  the  middle  of  the 
day:  Hd  prelTed  forwards  in  the  afternoon,  halted 
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C  H  A  P.  at  eleren  near  Louifa  court  houTe,  and  Teniain< 
V.      ed  on  a  plentiful  plantation  till  two  o'clock  in  the 
moniing,  at  which   time  he  again    refumed  hii 
narcb.     Before  dawn  he  fell  in  with  twelve  wag> 
gons  that  were  on  their  journey,  under  a  weak 
guardy  from  the  upper   parts  oflK^irginia  and 
MaryUmd,  with  arms  and  clothing  for  the  conti- 
nental troops  in  South  Carolina.     The  waggons 
and  ftores  were  burnt,  that  no  (ime'  might  be  loft, 
or  diminution  of  force  made,  by  giving  them  an 
efcort.     Soon  after  daybreak,  fome  of  the  prind- 
pat  gentlemen  of  Virginia,  who  had  fled  to  the 
borders  of  the  mountains  for  jscJHiy,  were  taken 
out  of  their  beds :  Part  were  paroled,  and  left 
with  their  ^milies,  while  others   who  were  fuf- 
pe£ted  to  be  more  hoftile  in  their  fentiments,  were 
carried  off.  hi  the  neighbourhopd  of  Dr.  Walker's, 
a  member  of  the  continental  Congrefs  was  made 
prifoner,  and  the  Britifli  light  troops,  after  a  halt 
of  half  an  hour  to  refrefh  the  horfes,  moved  oa 
towards  CharlotteviUe.  Various  were  the  account! 
on  the  road  concerning  this  place,  and  the  force 
it  contained.     Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  ittu- 
gined,  that  a  march  of  feventy  miles  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  with  the  caution  he  had  ufed,  might, 
perhaps,  give  him  the   advantage  of  a  furprife, 
and  concluded;  that  an  additional  celerity  to  the 
ohjed  of  his  deftination  would  undoubtedly  pre- 
vent a  formidable  refiftance :   He  therefore  ap- 
proached the  Rivanna,  which  runs  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill  on  which  the  town  is  fituated,  with  all 
poRible  expedition.     The  advanced  dragoons  re- 
ported, that  the  ford  was  guarded ;    an  attack 
was  neverthelefs   ordered;  the  cavalry  charged 
through  the  water  with  very  little  lofs,  and  rout- 
ed the  detachment  polled  at  that  place. 
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As  foon  as  one  hundred  cavalry  had  palTcd  the  c  H  A  P. 
water.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  dire^ed  them  V, 
to  charge  into  the  town,  to  continue  the  confufion 
of  Ac  Americans,  and  to  apprehend,  if  poffible, 
tbe  governor  and  aflembly.  Seven  members  of 
^flembly  wcrefecured:  A  Brigadier-general  Scoir, 
and  feverai  officers  and  men,  were  killed,  wounded^ 
or  taken.  The  attempt  to  fccure  Mr.  Jefferfon 
was  incfieflual ;  he  difcovered  the  BritiHi  dragoons 
from  his  houfe,  which  ftands  on  the  point  of  a 
mouDiain,  before  they  could  approach  him,  and 
be  provided  for  his  perfonal  liberty  by  a  precipj. 
tatc  retreat.  A  great  -quantity  of  (tores  were 
found  in  Charlotteville  and  the  neighbourhood  { 
one  thouignd  new  firelocks  that  had  been  manu- 
fa£tured  at  Frederickfburg  were  broken :  Upwards 
(rf  four  hundred  barrels  oF  powder  were  deftroyed: 
Several  hbg(heads  of  tobacco,  and  Tome'  continen- 
tal clothing  and  accoutrements,  (hared  the  fame 
fate.  The  next  morning  the  Britifh  were  joined  by 
about  twenty  men,  who  being  foldiers  of  the  Sa- 
taloea  army,  had  been  difperfed  throughout  the 
diftn6t,  and  allowed  to  work  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
barracks,  where  they  had  been  originally  inaprifon- 
ed.  Many  more  would  probably  nave  joined  their 
countryroca,  if  Lieutenant-colond  Tarleton  had 
been  at  liberty  to  remain  at  Charlotteville  a  few 
days  t  but  his  duty  pointed  out  the  propriety  of 
returnii^  the  fame  afternoon,  with-  his  corps  and 
the  prifoners,  down  theRivanna,  towards  the  Point 
of  Fork. 

llie-gentlemen  taken  on  this  expedition  were 
treated  with  kiodnefs  and  liberality.  In  different 
cuiverifltiont  with  Lieutenant-cotonel  Tarleton, 
on  the  ftate  of  public  affiiirs,  they  generally  and 
feparately  avowed,  that  if  England  could  prevent 
the  mtended  co-operation  of  the  French  fleet  and 
army  with  the  American  forces  during  tbe  ed- 
fmo^  antmno,  both  Co^refs  wd  thi  country 
A  voyld 
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CHAP  would  gladly  diflblve  the  French  alliance,  and  en- 
V.  tei  into  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  Tbefe  fen- 
timents  were  communicated  to  Earl  Cornwall'u, 
who,  douhtlefs,  made  them  known  to  the  cbm- 
mander  in  chief,  for  the  information  of  the  ad- 
miral  in  the  Weft-Indtcs,  and  the  miniftcr  in 
England.  The  captives  of  diftinftion^  both  civil 
and  military,  were  reftrained  by  their  promifc 
not  to.  quit  the  camps  or  line  of  march  of  the 
light  troops  till  they  joined  the  army,  which  they 
faithfully  complied  with ;  but  the  lower  clab 
were  fecuTcd  as  prifoncrs  of  war. 

In  the  mean  time.  Lieutenant-colonel  Sitncoe 
executed  the  plan  committed  to  bis  diredion  with 
'great  zeal  and  indefatigable  attention.  Baron  , 
,  Steuben  did  not  wait  the  attack  of  the  KiDg't 
troops,  but  abandoning  Point  of  Fork  on  their 
approach,  loll  part  of  his  rear  guard  in  retreating 
from  that  place.  The  Brttifh  found  in  the  ma- 
gazine feveral  brafa  mortars  and  cannon,  an  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  fmall  arms  under  repair,  and 
other  valuable  military  flores.  If  the  diftaocc 
would  have  allowed  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoc 
to  fend  a  fmall  party  of  buflars  to  inform  tbc 
corp^  at  Charlotteville  of  the  6igbt  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  might  have 
been  in  time  to  harafs  Baron  Steuben's  progref^ 
wbilft  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoc  could  have 
preffed  him  in  the  rear ;  and  a  combination  of 
this  fort  would  in  all  probability  have  ruined  that 
body  of  new  levies  :  But  the  diftance  of  thirty 
five  miles  in  an  enemy's  country,  and  the  un- 
certainty of  Tarleton's  fuccefc,  perhaps  repre- 
fented  fuch  a  co-operation  as  too  Ipcculative  and 
precarious. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  mam  body-at  Jeffisr- 
foo's  plantation,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Point 
of  Fork,  Earl  Cornwallis  gave  diredions  for  car- 
riages to  bp  provided  for  ,thc  coaycyancc  of  the 
"btafs 
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brals  artillery  and  other  flores,  captured  at  Point  CHAP, 
of  Fork.  The  fMrifoners  of  note  brought  down  V. 
the  eodntry  were,  in  general,  dirmifled,  on  giv- 
ing their  paroles.  Immediately  afterwards,  tbo 
f  6th  regiment,  commanded  by  Major  Needham, 
Tere  attached  to  the  Britifli  legion,  who  were  di- 
re^d  to  fui^ty  them  with  borfes  for  an  expedi- 
tion. This  bufinefs  was  almoft  completed,  when 
Lieotenaot-coloDcI  Tarleton  received  a  copy  of 
his  inftrudions,  (T)  which  guided  his  march  firft 
to  Albemarle  court  houfe,  to  deftroy  the  maga* 
zinc  at  that  place,  and  from  thence  acrofs  the 
Fluvanna,  to  attempt  General  Steuben :  It  was 
ftrongly  recommended  to  defeat  and  difperfe  his 
rarps,  as  they  were  the  foundation  of  a  large 
body  of  eigbteen-monihs  men,  lately  voted  by 
the  province.  Tarleton  was  enjoined  to  do  his 
utmoft  to  intercept  any  light  troops  that  might 
be  on  their  way  from  South  Carolina,  and  to  de- 
ftroy  all  the  ftores  and  provifions  between  the 
Dan  and  Fluvanna,  that  the  continental  armies 
might  receive  no  aififtance  from  fuch  fupplies. 
Thefe  fervices  being  performed,  the  Biitim  light 
troops  were  to  return,  with  all  fa)  their  prifoners. 
Doth  civil  and  military,  to  Manchefter,  where 
boats  would  be  in  readinefs  to  receive  and  convey 
them  to  the  royiil  army  at  Richmond.  Before 
Uentenant-cotonel  Tarleton  left  his  camp  to  pro- 
ceed upon  this  enterprize,  repons  reached  .head 
quarters,  that  the  ftores  were  removed  from  Al- 
bemarle  court  houfe,  and  that  the  Baron  Steuben 
had  made  a  circuitous  move,  in  order  to  form 
a  junftion  with  the  American  army,'  wbjch  had 
now  crofied  the  North  Anna;  the  expedition, TteSr;^ 
■therefore,  was  countermanded,  and  the  royal  ^'^^. 
forces  commenced  their  march  towards  Welt-  omwL 
ham. 


The 
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CHAP.     The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  had  hitherto 
V.      pra^lifcd  defenfive  maiioeuTres  with  (kill  and  fe- 
^<u  u"  cu"^>  hcing  now  reinforced  by  General  Wayne* 
Fft^tu      with  about  eight  hundred  continentals,  and  fomc 
Miow.  the  ^tachments  of  militia,  followed  (V.)  the  Britifti  a»- 
t«»p^       thcyproccedcddownJamesriTer.Thigdefignbeing 
jodicioufly  arranged,  and  executed  with  extreme 
caution,  allowed  opportunity  for  the  jundioB  oC 
General  Steuben,  confined  the  fmall  detachments 
of  the  King's  troops,  and  both  fared  the  pro- 
perty, and  animated  the  droopmg  fpirits  of  the 
Virginians.    While  the  royal  army  marched,  (a) 
the  rear  and  left  flank  were  covered  by  the  Bri- 
ttih  legion  and  the  76th  regiment  on  horfeback  ; 
and  on  its  arrival   at    Richmond,    Lieutenant- 
colonel  Simcoe,  with  his  corps,  was  polled  at 
Weftham,   and  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  at 
Meadow  bridge.    During  thefe  operations,  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  continued  to  approach  with 
the  main  body,  and  he  advanced  his  light  troops 
tobarafs  thepatroles.  On  the  i8th,  (a)  Lieutenant, 
colonel  Tarleton  made  a  forced  march,  to  attempt 
General  Muhlenberg's  detachment,  who  evaded 
the  blow  by  an  early  retreat,  and  the  Britiih  le- 
gion returned' to  the  royal  army. 
bti  Cant.      Earl  Comwallis  left  Richmond  on  the  loth,  and 
^',  j^   dire&d  his  courfe  by  Bottom  bridge  and  Kew* 
«udi  wa.  Kent  court  houfe  for  WiUiamfburgh.    On  this 
B—n     k,  mQygpjgm^  (jig  King's-troops  deltroyed  fomecaa- 
Don  and  ftores  as  they  pafled  through  the  coudtry. 
Af^er  the  Cbickahomany  was  paffed.  Lieutenant' 
colonel  Simcoe,  with  his  corps,  covered  part  of 
the  rear,  by  proceeding  fiowly  on  the  banks  of' 
that  river ;  and  Lieutenant^olonel  Tarleton  per- 
formed the  fame  fervice,  by  oondantly  inclining  - 
to  tbePainonkey.    In  the  mean  while,  the  Mar- 
quit  de  la  Fayette  employed   the  light  troops, 

'  (V.)  Hat*  r.  (>)  !■  Den  V.  (i.)  |b  aote  V. 

fupported 


soDTRZKN  rkavntct*  of  north  amskica.  309 

iiipfwrted  by  the  continentals,  to  bang  upon tbeC  HAP*, 
rear.     At  the  time  the  royal  army  quitted  New-      ^• 
Kent  court  honfe,  the  main  body  of  the  Amcri- 
cam  approached    within  twelve  miles  of  ihac 

gee  }  which  circumllance  nearly  oecafioned  Earl 
mwatlis  to  countermarch,  but,  upon  rcSc^ion* 
be  jnirfued  bis  defign  of  moving  to  WiUiamfburgb, 
trttere  he  arrived  on  the  X5th  of  June. 

Early  next  morning,  the  firitiAi  legioQ  wertt 
directed  to  march  from  their  pdfition  in  front, 
leaving  only  a  captain's  detachment  to  forage  for 
the  regiment,  and  to  proceed  .tbrougfa  the  army 
to  Barrel's  ferry  on  James'  river.  Before  the 
borfes  were  unbridled,  tbe  fbond  of  moflcetrj 
and  cannon  announced  the  commencement  of  m 
adion  at  the  outpoft,  uid  Lord  Chcwton  foon  af- 
usrwards  delivered  Earl  Comwallis'  orders  foi  tht 
MnlTj  and  mounted  infantry  to  repair  with  ex- 
pedition to  the  army,  (b)  who  were  already  mpv- 
ug  to  the  rdief  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe. 
The  Queen's  rangers  had  deftroyed  a  number  of 
boats  and  fome  uores  on  their  route  down  the 
Chickahomany,  and  were  now  advanced  to  Spen-  ' 
cer's  plantatioii,  within  fix  miles  of  WUliamf- 
bnrgh,  when  they  were  (c)  attacked  by  about 
fevcQ  hundred  light  troops,  under  Colonel  Butler, 
fupported  by  fome  continentals,  imder  General 
Wayne. 

The  cavalry  and  infantry  of  tbe  rangers,  withAAirBar 
tbe  detachment  of  Hcffian  yagers,  under  Captain  t^^^ 
Ewald,  gallantly  refilled  the  efforts  of  tbe  af- 
failants,  who  finding  they  had  not  effefted  a  fur- 
prife,  and  that  they  could  not  make  tbe  im- 
preflion  they  expeded,  began  to  be  apprehenlive 
for  dieir  own  retreat.  Tbe  movement  of  Lieu* 
tenant*colonel  Tarleton  from  his  advanced  poft  in 
the  morning  was  a  favourable  incident  for  tbe 

.    (bj  la  wte  tJ.  (c)  la  oott  U. 
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CHAP.  Americans ;  for  if  the  legion  foraging  party,  on* 
V<  der  Captain  Ogilvie,  vho  accidentiuty  approached 
the  flank  of  the  riflemen,  could  produce  hcfita- 
tion  and  aflonilbment,  the  charge  of  the  whole 
cavalry  muft  have  confiderably  affilled  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Simcoe,  whofe  judicious  condud  cMigcd 
Colonel  Butler  to  fall  back  upon  General  Wayne, 
before  the  arrival  of  the  infantry  from  Williamf- 
burgb,  or  the  dragoons  from  Burrell's.  The 
lofs  in  this  aflfair  was  nearly  equal,  except  that 
the  Britifh  took  Ibme  prifoners,  (c)  upwards  of 
thirty  being  killed  and  wounded  on  each  fide. 
The  Americans  retreated  to  their  army  at  Tyre's 
plantation,  fifteen  miles  from  the  &<id  of  a£Uon, 
and  the'  King's  troops  returned  in  the  evening  to 
Williamibargh,  where  they  found  fame  recruits 
for  the  guari^  who  bad  arrived  during  their  a^ 
fence.  ^ 


NOTES 
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FIFTH      CHAPTER. 


(  N  O  T  E  ■  A. ) 


Cofy  of  Earl  ComwalHs't  dUpatcby  No.  8,  /«  Lord vhMtvOim 
George  Germain,  dated  Gmldford,  tjtb  Marcby  ^^J^ 
1781. 

'  Mr  Lord, 

X  HAVE  the  fitdsiRdion  to  infortn  yom  ford, 
fliip,  that  His  M^efty's  troops  under  my  com- 
mand obtuned  a  ugnal  yiftory,  on  the  15th  in- 
ftant,  over  the  rebel  army  commanded  by  Gene- 
ral Greene. 

'  In  purfuance  of  my  intended  plan,  communi- 
cated to  your  iordftiip  in  my  difpatch.  No.  7, 
1  had  encamped,  on  the  13th  inftant,  at  the  Qua-  ' 
kew*  meeting  between  the  forks  of  Deep  river. 
On  the  14th  I  received  information  that  General 
Butler,  with  a  body  of  North-Carolina  militia 
and  the  expefted  reinforcements  from  Virginia, 
faid  to  confifl  of  a  Virginia  ftate  regiment,  a 
corps  of  Virginia  eighteen-months  men,  three 
thoufand  Virginia  militia  and  recruits  for  the  Ma- 
ryland line,  had  joined  General  Greene,  and  that 

the 
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NMwwAdihe  vholearmy,  which  wa»  rqiorted  to 
t;-^^  to  nine  or  ten  thoiiiiuid  men,  vas  inarching  to  at- 
™  tack  the  Britifli  troops.  During  the  aftemooa 
intelligence  wax  brought,  which  was  conSone^ 
in  the  night,  that  he  had  advanced  that  day  to 
Guildford,  about  twelve  miles  from  our  amp. 
Being  now  perfuaded  that  he  had  refolved  to  ha- 
zard an  engagement,  after  detaching  lieutenant- 
colonel  Hamilton  (a)  with  our  waggons  and  bag* 
gage,  efcorted  by  his  own  regiment,  a  detachment, 
df  one  hundred  in^try,  and  twenty  cayalry, 
towards  Bell's  mill  on  Deep  river,  I  marched  with 
the  reft  of  the  corps  at  daybreak  on  the  momiog 
of  the  J  5th,  to  meet  the  enemy,  or  attack  them 
in  their  encampment.  About  four  miles  irom 
Guildford  our  advanced  guard,  (b)  commanded 
by  Lieutenant>cotoneI  Tarleton,  fell  in  with  a 
<(Hp8  of  the  enemy,  confifling  of  Lee's  l^on, 
fraos  backmoantaiomen  and  Virginia  mwda, 
which  he  attacked  with  his  ufual  good  condud 
and  fpirit,  and  defeated ;  and,  continuing  o«r 
march,  we  found  the  rebel  arBjy  polled  on  rifmg 
grounds  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  court 
houf«.  Tbeprifoliers  taken  by  Lieutenant-colonel 
l^arleton  havmg  been  feveral  days  with  the  advan- 
c'^.  corps,  could  give  no-  account  of  the  enemy^s- 
order'pr  poHtion,  and  the  country  peof^e  were 
extremely  inaccurate  in  their  defcripti<m  of  the 
ground.  Immediately  between  the  bead  of  the 
column  and  the  enemy's  line  was  a  confiderabie 
plantation,  one  large  field  of  which  was  an  our 
left  of  the  road,  and  two  others,  with  a  wood  of 
about  two  hundred  .yards  broad,  between  tliein, 
on  our  right  of  it ;  beyond  thefe  fields  the  wood 
continued  for  feveral  miles  to  our  ri^t.  The 
wood  beyond  the  plantation  in  our  front,  in  the 
-  Ikin  of  which  the  enemy's  firft  line  was  formed, 
was  about  a  mite  in  depth,  the  road  -then  leading 
into  an  extenfive  fpace  of  cleared  ground  about 
Guildford 
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Goiklford  court  houfe.  The  woods  on  our  right  ^^'fj^"* 
and  left  were  reported  to  be  imprafticable  for  ck^wr. 
cmnon ;  but  as  tjiat  on  our  right  appeared  the 
mdl:  c^>en,  I  refolved  to  attack  the  lot  wing  of 
die  enemy ;  and,  whilll  my  difpofition  was  ma&ng 
lor  ttet  purpofe,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Macleoa 
te  bring  forward  the  guns  and  cannonade  their 
ceaiter.  The  attack  was  direded  to  be  made  in 
the  followisg  order  : 

On  ihe  right,  (c)  the  regiment  of  Bofe  and  the 
71ft  regiment,  led  by  Major-general  Leflie,.and 
inppprted  by  the  ift  battalion  of  gu^-ds ;  on  the 
left,  the  23d  and  33d  (d)  regiments,  led  by  lieu- 
tenant>colonel  Webfter,  and  fupported  by  the 
grenadiers  and  2d  battalion  of  guards,  command- 
ed by  Brigadier-general  Olrbma ;  the  yagers 
and  bght  infantry  of  the  guards  remained  in.  the 
wood  on  the  left  of  the  guns,  and  the  cavalry  in 
tbe  road,  ready  to  z€t  as  circumftances  might  re- 
quire. Our  preparations  being  made,  the  a£tioa 
began  at  about  lulf  an  hour  put  one  in  the  after- 
noon ;  M^or-general  Leflie,  after  bong  obliged, 
by  the  great  extent  of  the  enemy's  Kne,  to  bring 
1^  Ae  ift  battalion  of  guards  to  the  right  of  the 
re^ment  of  Bofe,  foon  defeated  erery  thing  be- 
fore him ;  Lieutenant^olonel  Webfter  having 
joined  the  left  of  W&qor-general  LeQie's  divifion, 
was  no  Ids  fuccefsftil  in  his  frtmt ;  when,  on  find- 
ing that  the  left  of  the  33d  was  expofed  to  a 
heavy  fire  from  Ac  right  wmg  of  the  enemy,  he 
changed  his  front  to  the  left,  and,  being  fupport- 
ed  by  the  yagers  and  light  infantry  of  the  guards, 
attacked  and  routed  it;  the  grenadiers  and  2d 
battaBon  of  the  guards  moving  forward  to  occu- 
py the  ground  Left  vacant  by  the  movement  of 
ijeutenant-colonel  "Webfter. 

All  the  infentry  being  now  in  the  line.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton  had  direftions  to  keep 
his  cavalry  compad^  and  not  to  charge  without 
pofitive 
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Hoteiio  ihe  pontive  orders,  except  to  proteft  any  of  the  corps 
Chapter  "°"^  the  moft  evident  danger  of  being  defeated. 
The  exceffive  thicknefs  of  the  woods  rendered 
our  bayonets  of  little  ufe,  and  enabled  the  broken 
enemy  to  make  frequent  Hands,  with  an  irregular 
fire,  which  occaAoned  fome  lofs,  and  to  feveral 
of  the  corps  great  delay,  particularly  on  our 
right,  where  l£e  ift  battalion  of  the  guardg  and 
regiment  of  Bofe  were  warmly  engaged  in  fi-ont, 
flank,  and  rear,  with  fome  of  the  enemy  that 
had  been  routed  on  the  firll  attack,  and  with  part 
of  the  extremity  of  their  left  wing,  which,  by 
the  clofenefs  of  the  woods,  had  been  pafled  un- 
broken. The  71ft  regiment  and  grenadiers,  and 
2d  battalion  of  the  guards,  not  knowing  what 
was  palGng  on  t^ir  right,  and  hearing  the  fire 
advance  on  the^^eft,  continued  to  move  for- 
ward, the  artillery' keeping  pace  with  them  on 
the  road,  followed  by  ^e  cavalry.  The  id  bat- 
talion of  guards  -firfl:  gained  the  clear  ground 
near  Guildford  court  houfe,  and  found  a  corps  of 
continental  infantry,  orach  fuperior  in  number,' 
formed  in  the  open  field  on  the  left  of  the  road. 
Glowing  with  impatience  to  fignalize  themTelves,- 
they  inftantly  attacked  and  defeated  them,  ta- 
king two  fiz-pounders }  but,  purfuing  into  tbe^ 
wood  with  too  much  ardour,  were  thrown  into 
confufion  by  a  heavy  fire,  and  immediately  charg- 
ed and  driven  (e)  back  into  the  field  by  Colonel 
Wafhingtpn's  dragoons,  with  the  tola  of  the  fiz- 
pounders  they  had  taken.  The  enemy's  cavalry 
was  foon  repulfed  by  a  well-dire^ed  fire  bom 
two  three-pounders  juft;  brought  up  by  Lieutenant 
Macleod,  and  by  the  appearance  of  the  gren- 
adiers of  the  guards,  and  of  the  71  ft  regiment, 
which,  having  been  impeded  by  fome  deep  ra- 
vines, were  now  coming  out  of  the  wood  on  die 
ri^^ht  of  the  guards,  oppofite  to  the  court  houfe. 
By  the  fpirited  exertions  of  Brigadier-general 
O'Hara, 
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0*11313,  thoogfa  wounded,  the  ad  battalion  of*'*"^/"'!* 
the  guards  was  foon  rallied,  and,  fupported  by  cb^lU. 
the  grenadiers,  retumed  to  the  charge  with  the 
greateft  alacrity.  The  23d  regim^it  arriving  at 
that  inftant  from  our  left,  and  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton  having  advanced  with  part  of  the  cavalry, 
the  enemy  were  fpon  pot  to  flight,  and  the  two 
fiz-f>otuiders  once  more  fell  into  our  hands ; 
two  ammunition  waggons,  and  two  other  fix- 
pounders,  bang  all  the  artillery  they  had  in  the 
field,  were  likewife  taken.  About  this  time  the 
3^d  regiment  and '  light  in&ntry  of  the  guards, 
after  overcoming  many  difficulties,  ciunpletely 
rooted  the  corps  which  was  oppofed  to  them, 
and  put  an  end  to  the  action  in  this  (f)  quarter. 
The  a3d  and  yift  regiments,  with  part  of  the 
cavalry,  were  ordered  to  purfue  ;  the  remainder 
of  the  cavalry  was  detached  with  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  to  our  right,  (^)  where  a  Heavy 
fire  fUll  continued,  and  where  bis  appearance  and 
fpiiited  attack  contributed  much  to  a  fpeedy  ter- . 
mination  of  the  aftion.*  The  militia,  with  which 
pur  right  wing  had  been  engaged,  difperfed  in 
the  woods ;  the  continentals  went  off  by  the 
Reedy  fork,  beyond  which  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  follow  uiem,  as  their  cavalry  had  fuSer- 
ed  but  little.  Oflr  troops  were  excefiive^  fati- 
gued by  an  a^on  which  lalled  an  hour  and  a 
naif,  and  our  wounded,  difperfed  over  za  exten- 
five  fpace  of  country,  required  immediate  atten- 
tion. Hie  care  of  our  wounded,  and  the  total 
want  of  provilions  in  an  exhauiled  country, 
made  it  equally  impolEble  for  me  to  follow  the 
blow  the  next  day.  The  enemy  did  not  (lop 
until  they  got  to  the  iron  works  on  Troublefome 
creek,  eighteen  miles  from  the  field  of  battle. 

From  our  obfervation,  and  the  bed  accounts 
we  could  procure,  we  did  not  doubt  but  the 
ftrength  of  the  enemy  exceeded  feven  thoufand 
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»««»«fc«  men ;  their  nulitia  compofed  Aeif  fine,  with  pa^ 
Owpw.  ries  advanced  to  the  rails  of  the  field  in  Aeirfront; 
the  continentals  were  polled  obHquely  in  the  rear 
of  their  right  wing.  Theh*  cannon  fired  on  as 
whilft  we  were  forming  from  the  center  of  the  line 
of  militia,  but  were  withdrawn  to  the  continentals 
before  the  attack. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclofe  to  your  lordfinp  dte 
lift  of  our  killed  and  wounded.  Captain  Schutz'i 
wound  is  fuppofed  to  be  mortal ;  but  the  furg«)n9 
alTure  me  diat  none  of  the  other  officers  are  in 
danger,  and  that  a  great  number  of  the  men  wiB 
foon  recover.  I  cannot  afcertain  the  loft  of  the 
enemy,  but  itmufthavebeenconfiderablc;  between 
two  and  threebundreddead  were leftupon the  field; 
many  of  their  wounded  that  were  able  to  move, 
whiln:  we  were  employed  in  the  cafe  of  our  own, 
eftaped  and  followed  the  routed  enemy ;  and  our 
cattle  drivers  and  forage  parties  have  r^mrted  ta 
me,  dtat  the  houfes  in  a  circle  of  fix  or  eight  mjlet 
round  us  are  full  of  othe;^ :  Thofe  tiiat  remained 
we  have  taken  the  bcfl  care  of  m  our  power.  We 
took  few  prifoners,  owmg  to  the  exciffive  chi'ck- 
nefs  of  tfce  wood  facilitating'  their  efcape,  and 
every  man  of  our  army  being  repeatnlly  wanted 
for  adion. 

The  condud:  and  a^ons  of  Ae  officers  ai^  fol- 
diers  that  compofe  this  Ktrle  army  will  do  mor« 
juftice  to  their  merit  than  I  can  bywords.  Their 
perfevering  intrepidity  in  aftion,  their  inriBcibk 
patience  in  thehardfhips  and  fatigues  of  a  mardl 
of  above  fix  hundred  mifes,  in  which  they  hare 
forded  feveral  large  rivers  and  numbeplels  creeks, 
many  of  which  would  be  reckoned  large  rivers  in 
any  other  country  in  the  world,  without  tents  or 
covering  againft  the  climate,  and  often  without 
proviflons,  will  fufficiently  manifeft  their  ardfent 
zeal  for  the  honour  and  interefts  of  their  Sove- 
reign and  their  country, 

I  have 
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I  have  beeen  partjcularly  indebted  to  Major- Kotamiw 
general  Lcflie  for  his  gallantry  and  exertion  in  the    J^ 
aftion,  as  well  as  his  affiftance  in  every  other  part 
of  the  ferrice.    The  ^eal  and  fpirit  or  Brigadier- 

feneral  O'Hara  merit  my  higheft  commendations } 
ir  after  receiving  two  dangerous  wounds  he  con-  . 
tinued  in  the  field  wbilft  the  a^on  lailed ;  by  his 
eamellattention  onallother  occafioos,  feconded  by 
the  officers  and  foldiers  of  his  brigade ':  His  Majef- 
ty's  giiards  are  no  lefs  diftinguiflied  by  their  order 
and  difcipUne  than  by  their  ^irit  and  valeur.  The 
Hellian  regiment  of  Bofe  delerres  my  warmeH; 
praifea  for  its  dUcipline,  alacrity,  and  courage,, 
and  does  honour  to  Major  du  Buy,  who  com- 
mands it,  and  who  is  an  officer  of  fuperior  merit. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  Brigadier-general  Howard* 
who  ferred  as  volunteer,  for  his  fpirited  example 
on  all  occaiions.  Lieutenant-colonel  Webuer 
oondu&ed  his  brigade  like  an  officer  of  experience 
and  gallantry,  lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton's  good 
concwd  and  fpirit  in  the  management  of  his  ca- 
valry was  confpicuous  during  the  whole  afHon ; 
and  Lieutenant  Madeod,  who  commanded  the 
artillery,  proved  himfelf  upon  this,  as  well  as  all 
former  occafions,  a  moH  capable  an^eferving 
officer.  The  attention  and  exertions  ot  my  aid- 
de-camps,  and  of  all  the  other  public  officers  of 
the  army,  contributed  very  much  to  the  fuccefs 
of  the  day. 

I  have  conilantly  received  the  moft  zealous  af- 
fiftance  from  Governor  Martin  during  my  com- 
mand in  thefouthem  diflrift:  Hoping  that  his  pre- 
fence  would  tend  to  incite  the  loyal  lubje&s  of  this 
province  to  takeanaftiveparti^th  us,  hebascbear- 
fiilly  fubmitted  to  the  htigues  and  dangers  of  dur 
camp<ugn:  But  his  delicate  conltitution  has  fuflered 
by  his  public  fpirit ;  for,  by  the  advice  of  the 
•  phyfi- 
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NaiMtocfacj^yficians,  he  »   now  obliged  to  return  to  Eng* 
a»pier.  Iiuid  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

This  part  of  the  countiy  is  fo  totally  deltitutc 
"  of  fubfiftence,  that  forage  i&  not  nearer  than  nine 

mites,  and  the  foldiers  have  been  two  days  with- 
out bread  ;  I  Ihalt,  therefore,  leave  about  feventj 
(h)  of  the  worft  of  the  wounded  cafes  at  the 
New-garden  Quaker-meeting  houfe,  with  proper 
affiftance,  and  move  the  remainder  with  the  ar- 
my to-morrow  morning  to  Bell's  milL  I  hope 
our  friends  will  heartily  take  an  a£tive  part  widi  us, 
to  which  I  (hall  continue  to  encourage  them  ;  ftiU 
approaching  our  fhipping  by  eafy  marches,  that 
we  may  procure  the  neceffary  fupplies  for  farther 
operations,  and  lodge  our  fick  and  wounded 
'  where  proper  attention  can  be  paid  to  them. 

This  difpatch  will  be  delivered  to  your  fordlhip 
by  my  aid-de-camp.  Captain  Brodrick,  who  is  a 
very  promifmg  officer,  and  whom  I  b^  leave  to 
recommend  to  your  lordQiip's  countenaace  and  ' 
Javour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

0  CORNWALL!  S.  . 


(NOTE    B.  ) 


Reium  of  the  kilted,  wounded,  and  minim ^  tftbe 
troops  under  the  command  of  Lieutenani-geyieral 
Earl  Cornv/allii,  in  the  a^ien  at  Gtulford, 
March  i^th,  1781. 

ROYAL  artillery,     i  lieutenant,  i  rank  and 
file,  lulled  ;  4  ranked  file  wounded. 
Brigade  of  guards,     t  lieutenant  colonel,  8  fer- 
jeants, 
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jeantS)  38  rank  and  file,  killed ;  &  brigadier  geoe-NM..  m  iU 
Tals,  6  captains,  i  enfign,  1  ftaff  officer,  2  ferjeants,'  ,??* 
3  drummers,  143  rank  andfile,  wounded;  22  rank 
and  file,  miffing. 

33d  foot.  .  1  lieutenant,  12  rank  andfile,  kill- 
ed ;  I  c^tain,  i  ferjeant  53  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

33d  foot.  I  eoiign,  i  feijeant,  9  rank  and  file, 
killed ;  1  lieutenant  colonel,  2  lieutenants,  3  en- 
figns,  ^  ftaff  officer,  1  ferjeant,  55  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

71ft  foot.  I  enfign,  1  ferjeant,  11  rank  and 
file,  killed  i  4  ferjeants,  46  ra^  and  file,  wound- 
ed- 

R^ment  of  Bofe.  3  ferjeants,  7  rank  and 
file,  killed ;  2  captains,  2  lieutenants,  1  enfign, 
6  finjeants,  3  drummers,  53  rank  and  file, 
wounded  i  I  ferjeant,  3  nuik  and  file,  nuffing. 
«  Yagers.  4  rank  and  file  killed  ;  3  rank  and 
file  wounded  i  1  rank  and  file  miffing. 

Britiflitegion.  3  rank  and  file 'killed ;  i  lieute- 
nant colonel,  I  ferjeant,  13  rank  and  file,  wound- 
ed. 
Total.  I  lieutenant  colonel,  2  lieutenants,  -  2 
.endgns,  13  ferjeants,  75  rank  and  file,  killed;^ 
2  brigadier  generals,  2  -  lieutenant  colonels,  9 
captains,  4  lieutenants,  5  enfigns,  2  ftaff  officers, 
15  ierjeants,  5  drummers,  369  rank  and  file, 
wounded}  1  ferjeant,  35  rankandfile,  miffing. 

OFFICERS*    NAMES     KILLED    and 
WOUNDED. 

Royal  artillery.    Lieutenant  O'Hara,  killed. 

Brigade  of  guards.  Hon.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Stewart,  killed  ;  Brigadier-generals  O'Hara  and 
Howard,  and  Captain  Swanton,  wounded ;  Cap- 
tains Schutz,  Maynard,  and  Goodricke,  wound- 
ed, and  fince  dead ;  Captains  Lord  Dunglafs  and 
Maitland, 
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Maitland,  Enfign  Stuart  and  Adjutant  Colquhofi, 
wounded. 

a^d  foot.  SecoBd-tioitcDant  Robinfon,  kHIed ; 
Captain  Peter,  wounded. 

33d  foot.  -  Enfign  Talbot,  killed  ;  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Webfter,  (fmce  dcsid)  Lieutenants  Saf< 
Tin,  Wynyard,  Snfigns  Kelly,  Gore,  and  Hug^eS^ 
and  Adjuunt  Fox,  wounded. 

71  ft  foot.     Enfign  Grant,  killed. 

Regiment  of  Bofe.  Captains  Wila^ofky, 
(fmce  dead)  Eichendrobt,  Lieutenants  Schwener 
and  Graife,  Enfign  de  Trott,  (fince  dead)  wound- 
ed. 

Britifh  legion;  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarletoo, 
wounded. 

J.     DESPARD, 

Dqmty  adjutant  genenL 

• 

Return  of  ordnance^  ammumtioity  and  armt,  tatumt 
tbehattUe/Gtaldfordt  March  15,  1781. 

BRASS     ORDNANCE. 

MOUNTED  on  travelling  carri:^,  with  lim< 
bers  and  boxes  complete,  4  fix  pounders.  Shot, 
round,  fixed  with  powder,  160  fix-pounden> 
Cafe,  fixed  with  ditto,  50  fix  pounders ;  2  am- 
munition waggons,  MOO  flands  of  arms  dillri- 
buted  among  the  mUitia,  and  deftroyed  in  the 
field. 

J.    MACLEOD, 
Lieutenant,  arid  cordmanding 
officer  of  artillery. 


NOTE 


:,.;,l,ZDdbyG00gIt; 


SOOTRCRtf  PttoVtfrCES  or  MORTH  AttERtCA.  38! 


(N  O  T  E      C.) 

By  the  Ri^t  Honourable  CharUt  Earl  CtrmaaiHs^ 
Lieutenant-general  of  hii  Majeftft  fereet,  ^c. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS,  by  the  bleiling  %t  AltnigbtT 
God,  his  Majefty'i  srms  hare  been  crowned  \ritn 
fignat  fuccefs,  by  the'^complctt  victory  obtained 
orer  the  rebel  rorcet  on  the  1 5th  inOant,  I  have 
thoBght  proper  to  ifiiie  this  proclamation  to  call' 
rapon  all  loyal  fubjeSa  to  ftand  forth,  and  take  an 
a£Hvepartinreftoringgoodorder  and  goivemment. 
And  -whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  me,  that 
mmyperfonsinthiB  pro  vince,  who  have  taken  aflnre 
in  diis  onnatoral  rebdHon,  but  having  experienc- 
ed the  ctpfteS&ah  lad  injnilicc  of  the  rebel  go> 
vorament,  and  having  £een  the  errors  into  which 
they  have  been  deluded  by  £dlehoods  and  mifre- 
prefentations,  are  fincerely  defirous  of  returning 
to  tbdr  dnty  and  allegiance,  I  do  hereby  noti^ 
md  prance  to  all  fudi  petions,  (murderers  ex- 
cepted) that  if  diey  will  fiirrender  themfelves, 
whfa  their  anns  and  ammunition,  at  head  quar- 
tisn,  or  to  tlie  officer  commaodii^  in  the  diftriA 
contiguous  t&  their  refpeSive  places  of  refidence, 
on  or  before  tbe  aoth  day  oT  April  next,  they 
flialt  be  pennitted  to  rettnn  to  their  homes,  upon 
nvhig  a  military  parole,  and  fliall  be  proteded  in 
vxsax  perfons  and  poperties  from  all  fort  of  vio- 
lence £rom  the  fintifli  troops,  and  will  be  reftor- 
«d  as  fooD  as  poffible  to  all  the  privile^  of  l^al 
•ad  Moftitutiaai  govsrAment 

Y  Givea 
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HMciibibc     Girea  under  my  hand  at  head  quaners^  this 

c^^^   18th  day  of  March,   A.  D.  lySi*  and  in  the 

twenty-fim  year  of  His  Majefbp  reign. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE     D.) 

Ctn^,  u  Ac  iroii  wotki,  tea  milet  from  GoillM 
counhonle,  March  16^  1781. 

S  I  R, 

On  the  loth,  I  wrote  to  his  excelleocy  Gene* 
tal  WafluDgton,  from  the  Hi^-rock  ford,  on  the 
Haw  river,  a  copy  of  which  I  endofed  your  ex- 
ceUency,  that  I  had  effeded  a  junfticHi  with  i 
continental  regiment  of  eighteen-months  men, 
and  two  conliaerable  bodies  of  militia  belongii^ 
to  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  After  this  junc- 
tion, I  took  the  refolution  of  attacking  the  eBe> 
my  without  lo&  of  time,  and  made  the  neceflaiy 
-difpc^tion  accordingly,  being  peifuaded,  that  if 
we  were  fuccefsful,  it  would  prove  ruinous  to  the 
enemy,  and,  if  otherwife,  it  would  only  prove  a 
.partial  .evil  to  us. 

The  army  marched  from  the  High-rock  ford  on 
-the  1 2th,  and  on  the  14th  arrived  at  Guildford. 
The  enemy  lay  at  the  Quaker  meeting  houfe,  on 
Deep  river,  eight  miles  from  our  camp.  On  the 
:  morning  of  the  15th,  our  reconnoitering  pun 
reported  the  enemy  advancing  on  tfle  great  Salis- 
bury road.  The  army  was  orawn  up  m  (a)  three 
lines:  The  front  line  was  compofed  of  Noitb-Ca- 
rolina  militia,  under  the  command  of  Generals 
Butler  and  Eaton ;  the  fecond  line  of  Virginia 
militia,  commanded  by  Generals  St^ens  and 
Lawfon,.  forming  two  brigades ;  the  third  line, 
confiding  of  two  br^ades,  one  of  Virginia,  and 
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one  of.  Maryland  contineatal  troops,  commandedHotn  to  the 
by  General  Huger  and  Colonel  Williams.  Lieu-  c^^,, 
tenant-colonel  Wafliington,  with  the  dragoons  (b) 
of  the  ift,  and  3d  regiments,  a  detachment  of 
light  in&ntry,  compofed  of  continental  troops, 
and  a  regiment  of  riflemen,  under  Colonel  Lynch, 
formed  a  corps  of  obfervation  for  the  fecurity  of 
our  ri^ht  flank.  Lieutenant-colonel  Lee,  with 
his  legion,  a  detachment  of  light  infantry,  and  a 
corps  of  riflemen,  under  Colonel  Campbell, 
formed  a  corps  of  obfervation  foi*  the  fecurity  of 
our  left  flank. 

The  greater  part  of  this  country  Is  a  wilder- 
nels,  with  a  few  cleared  fields  interfperfed  here 
and  there.  The  army  was  drawn  up  oA  a  large 
hill  of  ground,  furrounded  by  other  hills,  the 
greater  part  of  which  was  covered  with  timber  . 
and  thick  underbrufli.  The  front  line  was  polled 
with  two  field  pieces  juft .  on  the  edge  of  die 
woods,  and  the  back  of  a  fence,  which  ran  pa- 
raUg^witb  the  Une,  with  an  open  field  dire£Uy  in  ■ 
theJRnxint.  The  fecond  tine  was  in  the  woods, 
about  three  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  firft; 
and  the  contindital  troops  about  four  hundred 
yards,  in  the  rear  of  the  fecond,  with  a  double 
.nront,.  as  the  hill  drew  to  a  pbint.  where  they 
were  poftedj  and  on  the  right  and  left  were  two 
old  fields,  hi  this  pofition  we  waited  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy,  having  previoufly  fent  off 
the  baggage  to  this  place,  appoint  to  rendezvous 
.  at,  in  cafe  of  a  defeat.  Lieutenant  colonel  Lee, 
'with  his  legion,  his  infantry,  and  part  of  his  ri- 
.  flemen,  met  die  enemy  on  their  advance,  and 
.  had  a  fevere  fldrmilh  with  Lieutenant-colojiel 
Tarleton,  in  which  the  enemy  fuffered  greatly. 
Captain  Armftrong  -  charged  the  Britilh  legion, 
.  and  cut  down  near  thirty  of  their  dragoons;  but 
.  as  the  enemy  rmforced  their  party,  Lieutenant- 
Y  2  colonel 
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vtunt»  ibt  colonel  Le«  was  obliged,  to  retire,  and  take  Im 

'  The  a£Uon  commenced  by  a  cannonade,  ^riud 
laded  about  twenty  minutes,  when  the  enemy 
advanced  in  three  columns ;  the  Heffians  on  tlu 
right,  the  guards  in  the  center,  and  Lieutenant- 
colonel  WebAsr's  brigade  on  the  left.  The 
whole  mcTved  through  the  old  fields  to  attack  tk 
North  Carolina  brigades,  who  waited  the  attack 
until  the  enemy  got  within  one  hundred  and  fbrtj 
yards,  when  part  of  them  began  to  fire,  btu  a 
conftderable  part  left  the  ground  without  firing 
at  all.  The  general  and  field  officers  did  all  tfaej 
could  to  induce  the  men  to  ftand  their  ground; 
but  neither  the  advantages  of  the  pofition,  nor 
any  other  confideration,  could  induce  them  to 
ftay.  General  Stephens,  and  General  Lavfon, 
and  the  field  officers  of  thofe  bri^ides,  were  more 
fuccelsfiil  in  their  exertions.  Ine  Virginia  mili- 
tia gave  the  enemy  a  warm  reception,  and  kqit 
up  a  heavy  fire  for  a  long  time ;  but  bein^beat 
back,  the  a£tion  became  general  almoll  every 
where.  The  corps  of  obfervation,  under  Wafh- 
ington  and  Lee,  were  warmly  engaged,  and  did 
great  execuUon.  In  a  word,  die  engagement  wat 
Jong  and  fevere,  and  the  enemy  only  gadned  thdr 
point  by.fuperior  discipline. 

They  having  brokenthe  zd  Maryland  repment, 
and  turned  our  left  flank,  got  into  the  rear  of 
the  Virginia  brigade ;  and  appearing  to  be  rain- 
ing our  right,  which  would  have  encircled  the 
whole  of  the  continental  troops,  I  thought  it  Roll 
advifeable  to  order  a  retreat.  About  this  rime 
Lieutenant-colonel  Waflungton  made  a  cha^ 
with  the  horfe  upon  a  part  of  the  brigade  of 
guards ;  and  the  firft  regiment  of  Maryfanderi, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Gunby,  and  feconded  by 
Lieote- 
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Lieutenant-colonel  Howard,  followed  the  horlei*BtciMthc 
with  their  bayonets ;  near  tihe  whole  of  the  party  c^pL. 
fell  a  £icriiice.  General  Huger  was  the  lall  that 
was  engaged,  and  gave  the  enemy  a  check.  We 
retreated  in  good  order  to  the  Reedy-fork  river, 
and  crofled  at  the  fbrd,  about  three  miles  from 
the  fteld  of  action,  and  dien  halted,  and  drew  up 
the  tro<^,  until  we  coltefted  molt  of  the  ftrag- 
riers.  "We  loft  our  artillery,  and  two  ammuni- 
tion waggons,  the  greater  part  of  the  horfes  being . 
killed  before  the  retreat  began,  and  it  being  im- 
poffible  to  move  the  pieces  but  along  the  great 
road.  After  collefting  our  ftragglers,  we  retir- 
ed to  this  camp,  ten  miles  diftant  from  Guild- 
ord. 

From  the  beft  infotmation  I  can  get,  the  e^e* 
my's  lofs  is  very  great,  not  lefs  in  killed  and 
wounded  than  fix  hukdr^  men,  befides  fome  few 
prifoners  that  we  brought  off. 

Inclofed  I  iend  your  excellency  a  return  of  our 
killed,  wounded,  and  miiling.  Moll  of  the  lat- 
ter have  gone  home,  as  is  but  too  cuftomaiy  with 
the  nuUtia  after  an  a£tion.  I  cannot  learn  that 
the  eneiby  has  got  any  conllderable  number  of 
prifoners.  Our  m&i  are  all  in  good  ffurits,  and 
m  perfe£t  readinels  for  another  field  day. 

I  (mly  lament  the  lofs  of  feveral  valuable  offi- 
cers, who  are  killed  and  wounded  in  the  a£UoH. 
Among  the  latter  are  Goieral  Stephens,  (hot 
throu^  the  thigh,  and  Gener^  Huger  in  the 
lumd  [  and  among  the  former  is  Major  Anderfbs, 
ene  of  the  Maryland  line. 

^  .  The  finnnefs  of  the  officers  and  foldiers,  dur- 
ine  the  wh^  campaign,  has  been  moft  uilparal- 
lelled.  Aroidft  innunwrable  difHculties,  they  have 
difcoTered  a  degree  of  magnanimity  and  fortitude 
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B^oitathat  will  for  ever  idd  »  luftre  to  thai  miltej 
cta^.  reputation, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  very  great  refpefb  and  efteem, 
Tour  excellency's  moft  obedient. 
And  moft  humble  fcrvant, 
NATHANIEL    GREENL 


(NOTE     E.) 


Rtnirn  sf  tbtUlleJ,  weundtil,  and  miffil,  ^* 
continental  troops,  in  the  action  of  the  15W  f 
March,  1781,  mar  Guilford  court  bufft,  ' 
North  Carolina. 

Cimp,  SpndwrflfuriiMM:.  G<ilW"«. 
North  Carolina,  March  17,  m'- 

BRIGADE  of  Virginia  regular!,  ronuM"''- 
ed  by  Brigadier-general  Huger.  Killed,  I  «P" 
tain,  2  fubaltems,  3  ferjeants,  23  rank  ana  » 
Wounded,  A  ferjeants,  35  rank  and  file.  ""* 
fing,  39  rank  and  file.  , . 

Brigade  of  Maryland  regulars,  commandM  oj 
Colonel  WilUams.  Killed,  i  major,  i  fubs'"'"' 
a  ferjeants,  1 1  rank  and  file.  Wounded,  S  or 
tains,  I  ferjeant,  36  rank  and  file.  M*»g.  ) 
ferjeants,  6  drums  and  fifes,  88  rank  and  »' 

Of  Delaware  battalion.  Captain  Kirk«»"' 
company.  Killed,  7  rank  and  file.  "^"fZ. 
.  %  fubaltems,  1 1  rank_  and  file.  Milling,  » '1^ 
and  fifes,  13  rank  and  file.  nttadi- 
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DetachmeDts  of  ift  and  3d  regiments  of  ca-NaiM^>i>* 
valry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant^colonel  Wafh-  cbipur. 
ington.      Killed,    3  rank  and  file.    Wounded, 
(prifoners  of  war)  2  capcuns,    2  fubaltems,  4 
rank  and  file.    Miffing,  3  rank  and  file. 

E^ardzan  legion,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-co- 
lonelLee.  Killed,  3  rank  and  file.  Wounded, (pri- 
foners  of  war)  1  captain,  i  feijeant,  7  rank  and 
file. .  Mining,  y  rank  and  file. 

Total.  I  major,  9  captains,  7  fubaltems,  14 
feijeants,  8  drums  ahd  fifes,  290  rank  and  file. 

Brigadier  general  Huger  flightly  wounded  in 
the  hand. 

I  have  received  no  return  of  the  companies  of 
artillery;  but  their  Ufs,  &c.  is  very  inconfide- 
rable. 

Ttui  return  is  the  moft  accurate  that  can  be 
obtained  at  prefent ;  but  it  is  expeded  many  of 
the  miffing  will  yet  rejoin  their  corps. 

O,    H.    WILLIAMS, 
Deputy  adjutaqt  general. 

Return  ef  militia  killed,  wcanded,  and  miffing,  in 
the  adim  at  Guildford  court  boufe,  in  Nertb  Co- 
r^ititty  the  i$tb  ^  March,   1781. 

Cimp,  Speedwell  flirnace,  North  Ctroliu, 
March  17th,  1781. 

FIRST  brigade,  Virnnia  militia,  command- 
ed by  Brigadier-general  lj[^iii  11 11.  Killed,  2  cap- 
tains, 9  rank  and  file.  Wounded,  i  captain, 
4  fulndtems,  30  rank  and  file.  Miffing,  1  major, 
1  captain,  3  fubaltems,  3  ferjeants,  133  rank  and 
file. 

Second  brigade,  Virginia  militia,  commanded 
by  Brigadier-general  bawfon.  Killed,  i  rank  and 
file.    Wounded,  1  major,  a  fubalterns,  1 3  rank 


3«S        ,  tMtrAiamt  0V.17I0  anb  17S1  in  the 
v<A«  i»ibi  apd  file,  MiiGog,  1  fiibaltera,  3  feiieaots,  83  mk 
^  and  file. 

Rifle  regimeptt,  commanded  by  CoI<huu 
Campbell  and  Lynch.  Killed,  «  captains,  1  rank 
and  file.  Wounded,  i  captain,  i  ful»U«nif  i 
ferjeant,  1 3  nnk  uul  file.  MUfing,  i  ca^tvn, 
7  fiibaltemt,  8  ferjeants,  78  rank  and  file. 

Total.  8  captains,  18  fubaltenu,  15  ferjeants, 
361  rank  and  file.    .  , 

Brigadier-general  Stevens  woupded  through  the 
thigh.  Many  of  thofe  mifling  are  expeded  to 
return,  or  to  be  found  at  their  homes. 

O.     H.    WILLIAMS, 
Deputy  adjutant  general. 

Raturn  of  the  N«rtb-CaroiiM  miitia  kilkd,  totmi- 
ed^  and  mffit^y  in  the  aiiion  at  G«iI^ord  cturt 
houfej  in  North  Carolina,  the  i$tb  ^  Martb, 

:       I781. 

TWO  brigades,  compianded  by  Brigadier- 
generals  Butler  and  Eaton.  Kitted,  6  raw  and 
me.  Wounded,  i  captain^  i  fubaltem,  3  rai& 
and  file.  Mifling,  x  captains,  9  fubaltenu, 
552  rack  and  file. 

Total,  3  captains,  10  fubalterns,  561  rank  and 
file. 

The  North-Cai-oIina  cavalry,  conunanded  iij 
■  the  Marquis  of  Bre^^ey,  Ipfl  one  man  killed 
attd  one  wounded. 

I  have  received  no  return  of  one  of  the  North- 
Cartdina  regimests.  Thofe  miffing  are  fiippofcd 
to  have  gone  home.  According  to  the  reports  of 
A€  general  and  fiehl  officers,  very  few  vers  killed 
and  takon,  mod  of'  tfaeur  having  thrown  amy 
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their  arms,  and  abandoned  die  field  earl/ in  dKHotaMikt 

Om/tm, 

O.    a    WILLIAMS, 
Deputy  adjutant  generaL 
Publilhed  by  order  of  Congrefs, 

Chaeles  ThompsoKj  Sec. 


(N  O  T  E     F.) 

Th\tade\phi>,  April  iS. 

Tbe/dlot/fhg  it  an  extraS  tfa  Imtr  from  General 
Greemft  head  querterf,  OolMel  iCm^efs^  JOetj^ 
rivett  March  30,  I79i< 

I  WROTE  to  you  the  23d  inftant  fnm 
Buffaloe  (a)  creek,  fmce  which  we  have  been  in 
purfuit  of  the  en^y,  with  a  determination  to 
bring  them  to  aOion  again. 

On  tb?  ?7tb,  ve  arrived  at  Rigdnt's  for^ 
^elve  miles  above  this*  and  found  the  en^my 
then  lay  at  RamTey^s  mill,  from  which  it  was 
imagined  they  meant  to  wait  an  attack ;  our  bag* 
gage  was  accordingly  left  under  proper  guard  m 
our  rear,  and  the  army  put  in  motion  without  loA 
of  time }  but  we  found  the  enemy  bad  croOed 
&me  hours  before  our  arrival,  fb)  and  with  fuch 
precipitation,  that  they  left  thar  dead  unburied 
on  the  ground.  Our  men  had  fuffered  for  want 
of  provifions  (c)  in  this  ezhaufted  part  of  the 
country,  that  many  of  iliem  fainted  on  their 
march,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  any  immedi- 
ate fupply  prevented  our  farther  purmit.  The  ene- 
my are  on  the  route  to  Crofs  creek  and  Wihning- 
ton. 

From 
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M«tMMtiic  From  undoubted  infonnadon  we  leaiii,  that 
f^]^,  the  enemy's  lols  in  the  battle  of  Guildford  amount- 
ed to  fix  hundred  and  thirty-three,  exclufive  of 
officers,  and  moft  of  their  prindpal  offico?  were 
either  killed  orwoui^ed. 

Nothing  but  blood  and  flaughter  has  prevailed 
among  the  Whigs  and  Tories,  and  t^ieir  iqTete- 
racy  againft  each  other  muft,  if  it  continues,  de- 
populate this  part  of  the  country. 

Since  we  ^e-crofied  the  Dan  river,  we  have 
taken  at  different  times  upwards  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  Bridlh  prifoners,  and  feveral  officers. 

The  enemy  left  feventy  of  our  woimded,  who 

'    had  fallen  into  their  hands  in  the  adion  of  the 

15th,  behind  them ;  except  thefe,  they  have  taken 

'.bub  few  prifoners ;  not  fo  many  as  we  took  of 

theirs,  notwidiftanding  they  kept  the  ground. 


(NOTE     GO 


"Coftf  ^Earl  Gemwalli^t  dij^cbi  Ih.  9,  to  Lord 
George  Germain^  dated  Wilmington^  April  i9, 
1781. 

My  Lord, 
I  MARCHED  from  Guildford  on  the  moni' 
ing  of  the  1 8th  of  March,  a^d  next  day  arrived 
at  Bell's  (a)  mill,  where  I  gave  the  troops  two 
days  reft,  and  procured  a  fmali  fupply  of  pro- 
vifions.  From  thence  I  proceeded  flowly  towards 
Crofs  creek,  ,  attending  to  the  convenience  of 
fubfiftence,  and  the  movement  of  our  wounded, 
On  my  way  I  iffued  the  enclofed  proclamation, 
and  took  every  other  means  in  my  power  to  re- 
concile enemies,  and  to  encourage  our  Mends  to 
join  us. 

From 
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From  all  my  informatiott  I  intended  to  have  Nouttetfae 
halted  at  Crofg  cxeA,  as  a  proper  place  to  rcfrefli   c^^ 
and  refit  the  troops  j  and  was  mudi  difappointed, 
on  my  arrival  there,  to  find  it  to&lly  itnpoinble : 
Proviiions    were  fcarce,    not  four   days  forage 
within  twenty  mile^,  and  to  us  the  navigation  of 
Cape-fear  river  to  Wilxoington  (!>)  impra£Ucable; 
foT  the  diflance  by  water  is  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred miles,  the  ^eadth  feldom  above  an  hundred 
yards,  the  baidcs  high,  ^d  the  inhabitants  on 
each  fide  generally  hoftile.     Under  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  I  was  obliged  to  continue  my  march  to 
tbis  place,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  I  ar- . 
rived  on  the  7th  inftant. 

I  have  been  bufy  fmce  my  arrival  in  difpofmg 
of  our  fick.  and  wounded,  and  in  procuring  the 
neceflary  fupplies  to  put  the  troops  in  a  proper 
ftate  to  take  the  iield.  '  I  am  in  daily  expedation 
of  feeing  the  reinforcement  from  Europe,  and  of 
receiving  die  commander  in  chiefs  dire&ions  for- 
the  farther  operations  of  the  campaign. 

Captain  Schutz  died  a  few  days  aner  the  a£lion, 
as  we  expefted  j  but  I  am  forry  to  inform  (c) 
.your  lordihip,  that,  notwithftanding  the  flattering 
appearances,  and  .the  afiurances  of  the  furgeons. 
Colonel  Webfter,  (whofe  lols  is  feverely  felt  by 
me  and  the  whole  army)  Captain  Maynard  of  the 
guards,  and  Captain  Wilmoufky  and  Enfign  de 
Trott  of  the  regiment  of  Bofe,  are  fmce  dead : 
The  reft  of  the  officers  are  recovering  faft,  and 
many  of  the  wounded  foldi^rs  have  already  joined 
their  regiments. 

Major  Craig,i  who  took  pofleffion  of  this  place 
in  thei^ter  end  of  January,  has  conduded  hlm- 
felf  wffi  great  zeal  and  capacity,  having,  with  a 
very  finall  force,  not  only  fecured  the  poft  from 
all  infuhs,  but  made  hiaifelf  refpe£lable  in  this 
part  of  the  covntry  by  feveral  fuccefsful  excur- . 
fioiu* 
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Vainotiw  I  floll  not  trouble  your  lordfliip  on  die  fulled 
j;,^  of  South  Carolina,  having  dircaed  Lord  Rawdon, 
who  commands  on  the  irontiers,  and  Lieutount- 
colonel  Balfour,  commandant  of  Charles  tovn, 
to  take  every  opportunity  of  communicatiac  'te 
your  lordfliip,  at  well  as  the  commander  in  add, 
die  ftate  of  affairt  in  that  province.  As  tbey  are 
both  officers  of  capacity  and  great  merit,  I  traft 
that  their  conduct  will  have  given  fatisfafUoD. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLia. 

Cefy  ofEari  Cemwallu't  dijpgtch.  No.  10,  to  Lord 
Ge»rgt  Ctrmaiitt  dated  Wihnin^en,  jlprii  18, 
1781. 

Mt  Lord, 

AS  Governor  Martin  returns  to  England  by 
this  opportunity,  I  (hall  beg  leave  to  refer  yo«r 
lordfhip  to  him  for  many  particulars  relative  to 
this  province:  But  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to 
be  explicit  to  your  lordfliip,  as  ICs  Abjefty's  mi- 
nifter,  on  one  or  two  capital  points. 

The  principal  reafons  ibr  undert^ing  die  WBl- 
ter's  campaign  were,  the  difficulty  of  a  deCo^rc 
war  in  South  Carolina,  and  the  hopes  Ast  oor 
friends  in  North  Carolina,  who  were  faid  to  be 
very  numerous,  would  make  good  their  proniies 
of  aflembling  and  taking  an  a^ve  part  with  us, 
in  endeavouring  to  re-eltabli0i  His  Majefty's  gA- 
vemment.  Our  experience  has  fiiewn,  titat  their 
numbers  are  not  fo  great  as  had  been  rejM^eQted, 
and  that  their  friendmip  was  only  paffive,  fer  «e 
have  received  little  aiCitance  from  them  ftncc  aar 
arrival  in  the  province;  apd  although  I  gave  the 
ftrongell  and  moft  public  affurances,  that  after 
2  refitting 
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ratting  and  dqwfidng  our  lick  and  wounded,  I  NDtuwUic 
fhould  return  to  the  upper  coui^7,  not  above  c^^. 
two  hundred  have  been  prevailed  iipon  to  follow 
us,  either  as  provincials  or  militia. 

This  being  the  cafe,  the  immenfe  extent  of  this 
country,  cut  with  numberlefs  rivers  and  creeks, 
and  the  total  want  of  interna]  navigation,  which 
renders  it  impoilible  for  our  army  to  remain  long 
in  the  heart  of  the  country,  will  make  it  very 
difficult  to  reduce  this  province  to  obedience  by  a 
dired:  attack  upon  it. 

If,  dierefore,  it  fliould  appear  to  be  the  interell 
of  Great  Britain,  to  maintain  what  fhe  already 
poflefles,  and  to  pufii  the  war  in  the  foutheni 
provinces,  I  take  the  liberty  of  giving  it  as  my 
opinion,   that  a  ferious  attempt  upon  Virginia  ^ 

would  be  the  mofl:  folid  plan,  becaufe  fuccmfut 
operations  might  not  only  be  attended  with  impor- 
tant confequences  there,  but  would  tend  to  the 
fecurity  of  South  Carolina,  and  ultimately  to  the  ^^ 

fubm^on  of  North  Carolina.  The  great  rein- 
forcements fent  by  Virginia  to  General  Greene 
whilil  General  Arnold  was  in  the  Chefapeak,  are 
convincing  proofs  that  imall  expeditions  do  not 
firigfaten  mat  powerful  province. 

1  have  fh€  honour  to  be,  && 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE 

C,.;,l,ZDdbyG00gle 


334     ■  CAMPAIOMS  OP    1780  AND    I781    IN   THE 


(NOTE    H.) 


CopyofEarlCornwaUis'sdifpaicbj  No.  11,  to  Lord 
George  Germain^  dated  Wilminglon,  Jprll  i^d, 
1781. 

My  Lord» 
I  YESTERDAY  received  aii  exprefs  (a)  by 
a  Tmall  vefiel  from  Charles  town^  infomiing  me 
that  a  frigate  was  there,  but  not  then  able  to  get 
over  the  bar,  with  difpatches  from  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  notifying  to  me,  that  Major-genenu 
Phillips  had  been  difpatcbed  into  the  Chefapeak 
with  a.  confiderable  force,  with  inftruftions  to  co- 
operate with  this  army,  and  to  put  himfelf  under 
my  orders.  This  exprefs  likewtfe  brought  me 
the  di^igreeable  accounts,  that  the  upper  pofk  of 
South  Carolina  were  in  the  moH  imminent  dan- 
ger, from  an  alarming  fpirit  of  revolt  amoiig 
many  of  the  people,  and  by  a  movement  of  Ge- 
neral Greene's  army.  Although  the  exprefles  (b) 
that  I  fent  from  Crofs  creek  to  inform  Lord  Raw- 
don  of  the  necelEty  I  was  under  of  coming  to  this 
place,  and  to  warn  him  of  the  poffibility  of  fuch 
an  attempt  of  the  enemy,  had  all  mifcarried,  yet 
his  lordmip  was  lucky  enough  to  be  apprized  of 
General  Greene's  approach  at  leaft  fix  days  be- 
fore he  could  pofGbly  reach  Camden ;  and  I  am 
therefore  iUU  induced  to  hope,  from  my  opinion 
of  his  lordfliip's  abilities,  and  the  precautions 
taken  by  him  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour, 
that  we  mall  not  be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  lofe  any 
confiderable  corps. 

The 
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The  diftance  (c)  from  hence  to  Camden,  the  Mai»  totb* 
want  of  forage  and  fubiiftence  on  the  greateft  r^!^ 
zart  of  the  road,  and  the  difScuIry  of  pacing  the 
Pedec  when  oppofcd  by  an  enemy,  render  it  ut- 
terly Lmpoflible  for  me  to  give  immediate  af- 
fiftance,  and  I  apprehend  a  pollibility  of  the  ut> 
moll     hazard  to  this  little   corps,  vithout  the 
chance  of  a  benefit  in  the  attempt ;  for  if  we  • 
are  fo  unlucky  as  to  fufier  a  fevere  blow  in  South 
Carolina,  the  fpirit  of  revolt  in  that  province 
would  become  very  general,  and  the  numerous 
rebels  in  this  province  be  encouraged  to  be  more 
than  c^or  active  and  violent.    This  might  enable 
General  Greene  to  hem  me  in  among  the  great  ri- 
vers and  by  cutting  off  our  fubfiftence,  render  our 
aims  ufelefs }  and  to  remain  here  for  tranfpont 
to  carry  us  off,  would  be  a  work  of  time,  would 
ktfe  our  cavalry,  and  be  otberwife  as  ruinous  and 
difgracehil  to  Britain  as  moft  events  could  be. 
'  I  have,  therefore,  under  fo  maily   embarrafiing 
circumftances,  (but  looking  upon  Charles  town 
ai  fiifc  from  any  immediate  attack  from  tire  re- 
bels) refolved   to  take    advantage  of  General 
Greene's  having  left  the  back  part  of  Virginia 
open,  and  march  immediately  into  that  province, 
to  an^pt  a  jundion  with  General  Phillips. 

1  uive  more  readily  decided  upon  this  mea- 
fare,  becanfe  if  General  Greene  nils  in  the  ob- 
jcSt  of  his  march,  his  retreat  will  relieve  South 
Carolina:  and  my  force  being  very  infniEcient 
for  offenfive  operations  in  this  province,  may  be 
cmplfwed  ufenilly  in  Virginia,  in  conjiindton 
with  the  corps  under  the  commaad  of  General 
Phillips. 

i  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE 
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Fifth 

Chv«-  (N  O  T  E     I.) 

Earl  Comwallu  to  Sir  Henry  ClintoH^  K.  B.  dated 
Wiimingten,  ^//a4,  1781. 

SIR, 
I  Have  refleded  very  rerioofly  6n  (he  ftthjed 
of  my  attempt  to  march  into  Virginia,  and  have, 
in  coofequence,  written  a  letter  to  Major-generri 
Phillips,  of  which  I  have  the  boooor  to  enclofe 
a  copy  to  your  excellency.  I  have,  likewife,  di- 
re£ted  Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour  to  fend  trans- 
ports and  proviftons  to  this  poft,  in  cafe  I  fliouM 
find  the  jundion  with  Major-general  RiiUipa  in- 
expedient or  impra^cable,  and  that  I  fiiould 
have  the  mortification  of  feeing  that  there  is  no 
other  method  of  conveying  his  M^efty's  troops 
to  South  CaroHlia  withont  the  moll  evident  dan- 
ger of  being  loft. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE      K.) 


Eietrad.-^Frtm  Lord  Rawdon  u  Earl  CortiwaHi*, 
dated  May  i4y  1781. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  BALFOUR  was 
fo  good  as  to  meet  me  at  Ntlfon's.  He  took  this 
meaTure,  thai  he  might  reprefcnt  bis  circumdances 
to  me.  He  (lated,  that  tha  revolt  was  univerfat, 
and  that  from  ttie  little  rcafon  to  apprehend  this 
ferious 
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Ifirious  kiT&fioil,  the  old  Works  of  Charles  towh  Note.toib. 
had  been  m  part  ItveMed,  to  make  way  for  licw  ct/"**' 
Okies,  irbicli  were  not  yet  conftrufled ;  riiat  its     '''*' 
garrifon   was  inadequate  to  oppoK  any  force  df 
confectuence ;     and  that  the  defet^ion  of    the 
town's  people  Iheweditrelf  in  a  thotirand  inftances. 
I  agreed  with  him  in  the  cohctufion  to  be  drawti 
frdm  tbencej  that  any  misfortune  happening  to 
ny  corps  might  email  the  lofs  of  the  proTince. 


(NOTE     L. ) 


Cefy  (^  Eari  CarmvmUu't  Jttur  to  Majtt'gnural 
Pbi/lifn,  dated  Wihttttskm^  Jfrilii^  1781. 

MY  fituation  here  is  very  ^reffiflg :  Orcttie 
took  the  advantage  of  my  bctng  obliged  to  conle 
to  this  place,  and  has  mantclied  to  South  Cardtrti. 
My  expreflcs  to  Lord  RaWdon,  on  tny  leaving 
Crols  cFcek,  warning  htm  of  the  pombility  of 
fucb  a  movement,  have  aH  failed  i  -rftotmtaineets 
and  militia  have  poured  into  the  back  part  of  that 
province,  and  I  much  fear  t^  Lord  Rawdon's 
pofis  will  be  fo  diftant  from  each  other,  '^nd  his 
troops  fo  fcattered,  as  to  put -him  into  the  greatell 
danger  of  being  beat  in  detail,  and  that  the  worft 
of  confequences  may  happen  to  moft  of ^  the 
troops  out  of  Charles  town.  By  a  direft  move 
towards  Camden,  I  cannot  get  time  enough  to 
relieve  Lord  Rawdon }  and,  Inould  he  have  fallen, 
my  army  would  be  expofcd  to  the  utmoll  danger 
from  4c  great  rivers  I  Oiould  have  to  pafs,  the 
exhauded  (late  of  t'he  country,  the  numeroug 
militia,  the  almoft  univerfal  fpirit  of  revolt  which 
Z  prevails 
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vstntotfae  prevails  in  South  Carolina^  and  the  ftrcngth  of 
ch^tr.  Greene's  army,  whofe  continentals  alonfc  arc  at 
lead  as  numerous  as  I  am  ;  and  I  could  be  of  no 
ufe  on  my  arrival  at  Charles  town,  there  being 
nothing  to  apprehend  at  prefent  for  thatpoft; 
I  (hall,  therefore,  imme^ately  march  up  the 
country  by  Duplin  court  houfc,  pointing  towards 
Hillfborough,  in  hopes  to  withdraw  Greene  i  if 
that  Ibould  not  fucceed,  I  Ihduld  be  much  tempted 
to  form  a  junction  with  you.  The  attempt  is  ex- 
ceedingly hazardous,  and  many  unforefeen  diffi- 
culties may  render  it  totally  impra&tcable,  fo  that 
you  muft  not  take  any  fteps  that  may  expofe  your 
army  to  the  danger  of  being  ruined  :  I  fhall 
march  to  the  towell  ford  of  the  Roanoke,  which, 
'  I  am  informed,  is  about  twenty  miles  above 
Taylor's  ferry.  Send  every  poffible  inteHigcncc 
to  me  by  the  cypher  I  enclofe,  and  make  every 
movement  in  your  power  to  facilitate  our  meeting 
(which  muft  be  fomcwberc  near  Peterfburg)  with 
iafety  to  your  own  army :  I  mention  the  loweft 
ford,  bccaufe  in  a  bollile  country  ferries  cannot 
be  depended  upon  ;  but  if  I  Ihould  decide  on  the 
meafure  of  endeavouring  to  come  to  you,  I  fliall 
try  to  furprifc  the  boats  at  fooie  of  the  ferries, 
from  Halifax, -Upwards. 

I  am,  &iC. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE 
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(NOTE    M.  ) 

O^y- — From  Earl  Cornwallu  to  LieutenanUco/onelifotntotbt. 
Tarletorit  dated  Nabunta  creek.  May  5,  1781,      „^^'' 

iij  Dear  Tarleton, 

TOU  muft  be  fenfible  that,  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,^  I  put  the  greateft  confidence  in  you.  I 
trud  to  your  difcretion  my  honour  and  future 
bappinefa.  I  am  conTinccd  you  will  be  on  your 
guard  againft  the  fanguine  opinions  of  friends 
and  your  own  prejudices.  Above  all  things,  at- 
tend to  dates,  and  diftinguifli  between  it  and  &af 
been.  Yoo  will  read  my  letter.  Send  as  many 
meflages  or  notes  as  you  can ;  bnt  all  conveyed 
in  the  fame  cautious  language.    I  confide  in  the 

corre&nciis  of  your  report  as  to  the  pradicability 

of  paiStig,  and  the  certainty  of  a  fpeedy  com< 

munication  with  Phillips:  If  it  won't  do,  take 

care  not  to  flay  too  l<«g. 

Tours  very  fiDcerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 

My  Letters  to  Phillips  are  in  the  new  cypher  j 
he  has  not  the  old  one. 

"^  i  Copy 


Fifth 
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loth.  Copj.^From  Eari  CernwalUt  to  Lietaenant^olontl 
>>  Tarleiony  dated  Nahunia  creeks  5th  May  1781. 

,r^lF  Cob's  mill  can  grind  fifteen  hundred 

.V •  * 

weight  in  twcnty.fout  hours,  and  "rf  >t  appear*  by 
yovr  information  that  General  Phillips  is  ccr* 
vainly  within  teach  of  joining,  you  may  go  on  to 
Halifax  to  fccure  a  pafiage,  reporting  to  me  the  ftatc 
of  things,  to  direft  the  movementsof  the  infkntry: 
f  orvaxd  (he  eoclofed  by  nKffierent  hands. 

F^idifuUy  yours, 

'  CORNWALLIS. 

C^—From  Earl  C^natHiiUi  to  Lisufenata-cahnet 
Tarleton,  dated  Camp  at  CrtnvelPs  pkittation,  near 
larr  river y  8th  May^  1781. 

Ecy  Dear  Tarletom, 

I  CANNOT    venture  to    pafs  the  Roanoke 

wtfiQut  fome  certain,  information  of  Phillips,  or 

of  the  ftate  of  things  in  Virginia.     You  will  read 

and  forward  the  enclofcd  letter :  Not  having  been 

able  to  mount  the  light  company  of  the  guards, 

I  think 
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I  think,  they   vould  onl;  cmbarrals  you.     TouNoMtoth* 

FtU 

may  (tay  two  or  three  days  at  Halifax,  if  you  '  *'' 
think  It  {kfe :  If  in  that  time  you  hear  any  cer- 
tain or  favourable  news  of  Phillips,  let  me  know 
it,  aind  I  will  move  forward  immediately ;  if  not, 
tetura  by  whatever  route  you  plcafe,  "and  join 
mc  hear  Cob's  or  Vivarct's  (a)  mill,  fixing  every 
pol&ble  channel  of  intelligence  at  any  price. 

I  underftand  that  General  Butler  is  at  Wake 
court  faoufe  with  a  few  militia^  Our  accounts 
of  Lord  Rawdon'k  fuccels  continue  to  b£  c6n- 
firmed,  (b)  . 

FaitfafuHy  yours, 

CORNWALLIS. 
1  look  northward,  if  poffible. 


(NOTE 
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CbipHr. 


(N  O  T  E    N.) 

Copjj-~-From  Earl  ComwaUU  it  Major-general 
Phillipsf  dated  camp  en  Tarr  river^  8/0  Jtf«/> 
1781. 

IcStDbar.  Phillips, 

I  CAN  learn  no  fatisfaftory  accounts  of  you : 

Some  fay  that  you  are  embarked ;  oihers,  that 

you  have  pafled  James  river.     I  have  toteHigence, 

almoft  amounting  to  a  (a)  certainty,  that  Lor<) 
RawdoD  has  beat  Greene  at  Camden,  anil  con- 
fequently  South  Carolina  is  lafc :  Stilt  Iwiflito 

join  you;  but  asmanycircumllances  mayhappen 

which  may  preveot  my  {laying  long  enough  in 

this  country  to  get  fufHcIent  information  of  you, 

you  muft  take  no  fteps  with  that  view  that  may 

hazard  the  fefety^fyour  own  army.  Let  me  beat 

from  you  by  every  pofiible  opportunity. 

Yours  fincerely, 

PORNWALLIS. 


Copy 
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Cfljftf. — From  Earl  Cprnivallit  tp  LiftitenantTColBtvlsa.t%v>^ 
Tarletotij   dated    Crozveirs   piantationy  May  8,   /[^ 
1781,  flyi/ P.M. 

ff3"  Dear  Tarlbtov, 

I  HAVE  juft  received  yours  of  this  date  with 
much  more  fatisf^Aion  than  that  of  yellerday. 
The  tight  company  of  the  guards  (b)  (hall  pro- 
ceed immediately ;  \  will  follow  a<  faft  as  poJ£- 
ble :  You  will  of  courfc  fecure  the  oppofite  bank 
vhen  Sutherland  arrives. 

I  am,  Tpry  fincerely,  yours, 

CORNWALLIS. 

•  I  ,11      

(NOTE     O,) 

Extroil.  —  From  Earl  Cermvallis  to  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarletony  dated  Jones^  flaaiatient  May 

q;;}  I.  AM  making  all  poffible  expedition,  and 
hope  to  be  at  Nottoway  on  Friday  evening.  I 
would  have  you  proceed  to-morrow  to  the  Notto- 
way, and  remain  near  Simcee's  infantry.  Ar- 
nold is  ordered  to  march  immediately  to  meet  me 
on  the  Nottoway.  Wayne-s  having  jo"ined  La 
Fayette,  makes  me  rather  uncafy  for  Arnold  un> 
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Noudoihe  til  wc  joio.     If  you  fhoutd  hear  of  any  movement 
Ch»i^.     of  the  enemy  in  force  to  difturb  Afngild*»  marcb^ 

yoQ    vn&    ^nc    ttim   every  ailiftancc  in  ypur 

power. 


(NOTE     P.) 

Extraa.—From  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K>  B,  to  Lord 
George  Germain,  dated  Nttv/  Tork,  S/laj.  \^by. 
1781. 

My  Lord, 
I  AM  happy  in  being  able  to  congratulate  yeor> 
lordfliip  on  the  very  important  fucccfs  which  the 
King's  troops  in  Vir^nia  have  bad  on  their  late 
expedition  to  Ffcterfburg,  &c.  (as  defcribcd  in 
Brigadier-general  Arnold's  letter)  which  muft  qI- 
timately  be  proda^iTa  of  the  very  belt  confe- 
quences  to  his  Majcfty's  fervicc,  as  it  is  credibly 
reported  that  the  greatefl  part  of  the  tobacco  col- 
lected there  was  Frencb  pFo^rty,  ao^aftboft  their 
entire  annual  remittance. 


Extract — From    Brigadier-general  Arnold  to  Sir 
Henry-.  Ointm* 

Petcrlburg,  Miyxi,  17S1. 
I  AM  extremely  forry  to  inform  your  excel* 
lcney»  that  Major-|^encra|  Phittita  is  reduced  fo 
lo>w  by  a  fever,  wbich  fcizcd  hnn  on  the  2d  io- 
ftaot,  that  he  is  incapable  of  buflncft,  ami  the 
pbylicians  are  iioc  -witbout  fears  for  hi»  fafitty. 
In  thie  filuation,  I  think  it  my  do^  to  tranfnnt  to 
your  eaccUency;.  by  cxprefii,  a  detail  of  the  prtf. 
cccdinga  of  the  army  andcrthiwder^of  I^jor- 
general 
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general  Phillips,  fince  tbey  left  Portfcnouth,  which  NotntotU 
his  fodifpofition  prevented  him  from  doing  as  be  ^''^ 
intended.  ^^' 

On  the  I  Sth  of  April,  the  light  infantry,  part 
of  the  76th  and  80th  regiments,  the  Qiieen's 
rangeTS}  yagers^  and  American  legion,  embarked 
at  ^rtfmouth,  and  fell  down  to  Hampton  road : 
tin  the-  19th,  proceeded  up  James  river  to  Bar- 
wefl's  ferry ;  on  the  20th,  Lieutenant-colonel 
Abercrombie,  with  the  light  infantry,  proceeded 
ttp  the  Cbickahomany  in  boats ;  Lieutenant* 
colonel  Simcoe,  with  a  detachment,  to  Tork;^ 
Ijeutenant-colonel  Dundafe,  wttb  aBotber  de- 
tachment, landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chicka- 
bonumy }  and  Major-general  Phillips  and  myfelf 
landed  with  part  of  the  army  at  Williamlburgh,, 
where  about  five  hundred  .  militia  were  polled, 
who  retired  upon  our  approach.  The  militia  at 
Tork  croifed  the  river  before  the  arrival  of 
Lieuteoant'Colonel  Slmcoc,  who  made  a  few  pri- 
jbnen,  fpiked  and  dcftroyed  fome  caaoon,  and 
next  ^T  rctorned  to  Wiliiamfburgh. 

On  the  azd,  the  troops  marched  to  Chicka- 
bomaoy.  We  «ere  met  <m  the  road,  five  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  by  Lieutenant' 
colonel  Dundafs  with  h'u  detachment :  This  even- 
ing the  trooM,  cavalry,  artillery,  &c.  were  re- 
embarked.  The  next  morning  we  were  joined 
by  Lieutenant-colonel  Abercrombie  with  the  light 
Infanfty,  who  had  been  ten  or  twelve  miles  up 
Cbickahomany,  and  deftroyed  fevcral  armed 
fhips,  the  ftate  Ihipyards,  wareboufe«»  &c.  &c. 

At  ten  o'dock  the  Sect  weighed,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  James  river  within  four  miles  of 
Weftover. 

The  24th,  weighed  anchor'  at  eleven  o'clock, 
and  run  up  to  City  points,  where  the  troops,  &c. 
were  all  landed  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

the 
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NotntoUM  The  ajth,  marched  at  ten  o'clock  forPctcrf- 
CK^.  burg,  wbcre  wc  arrived  about  five  o'clock  P.  M, 
Wc  were  oppofed  about  one  mile  from  town  by  4 
bodr  of  militia,  under  the  orders,  of  Brigadier- 
general  Mijhienburg,  fuppofcd  to  be  about  one 
uioufand  men,  who  were  foon  obliged  to  retire 
over  the  bridge  with  the  lofs  of  near  one  hundred 
mea  killed  and  wounded,  as  we  have  fmce  been 
informed  ^  our  lol^  only  or.e  man  killed,  and  ten 
wounded.  The  enemy  took  up  the  hridgc,  which 
prevented  our  purfuing  them. 

»6th,  Deftroycd  at  Pctcrlbyrg  four  thoufand 
hogOieads  of  tobacco,  one  flilp,  and  a  number 
of  fmall  vcflcis  on  the  ftocHs  and  in  the  !><;[. 

27th,  Major-general  Phillips,  wijh  the  light 
infantry,  part  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Queen's 
rangers,  and  part  of  the  yagers,  marched  to 
Chellertield  court  houfe,  where  they  burnt  a  range 
of  barracks  for  two  thoufand  men,  and  three 
hundred  barrels  of  flour,  &c, 

The  fame  day  I  marched  t6  Ofbprn's,  with  the 
76th  and  80th  regiments,  Queen's  rangers,  part 
of  the  yagers,  and  American  legion,  where  wc 
arrived  about  noon.  Kinding  the  enemy  bad 
very  confiderable  force  of  (hips  four  miles  above 
Olborn's,  drawn  up  in  a  line  to  oppofe  us,  I  fen£ 
a  flag  to  the  commodore,  propofing  to  treat  with 
him  for  the  furrender  of  his  fleet,  which  he  re. 
fufed,  with  this  anfwer,  "  That  be  was  deter- 
mined to  defend  it  to  the  lad  extremity."  J»  im- 
mediately  ordered  down  two  fix  and  two  three- 
pounders,  brafs  field  pieces,  to  a  bank  of  (he  ri- 
ver, nearly  level  with  the  water,  and  witbin  one 
hundred  yards  of  the  Tempeft,  a  twenty-gun 
ftatc  fiiip,  which  began  immediately  to  fire  upon 
us,  as  did  the  Renown,  of  twenty>fix  guns,  the 
Jefferfon,  a  ftatc  brigantine  of  fourteen  guns, 
and  faveral  other  armed  Oiips  and  brigantines ; 
about 
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about  two  or  three  hundred  militU  on  the  oppo>Nat«itothe 
fite  fliore  at  the  fame  time  kept  up  a  heavy  6re  bf  ci^r. 
muikctry  upon  us :  Notwithftanding  which,  the 
fire  of  the  artillery,  under  the  direction  of  Cap* 
tain  (age  and  Lieutenant  Rogers,  took  fuch  place, 
that  the  (hips  were  foon  obliged  to  flrike  their  co- 
lours, and  the  militia  drove  from  the  oppofite 
ihore.  Want  of  boats,  and>  the  wind  blowmg 
hard,  prevented  our  ca*pturing  many  of  the  fea- 
men,  who  took  to  their  boats,  and  efcaped  on 
ftore ;  but  not  without  firft  fcuttling  and  fetting 
fire  to  fbme  of  their  fiiips,  which  could  not  be 
Uvcd, 

Two  fliips,  three  brigantines,  five  Hoops,  and 
two  fchooners,  loaded  with  tobacco,  cordage, 
flour,  ^c.  fell  into  our  hands. 

Four  OiipB,  five  brigantines,  and  a  number  of 
fmall  Tcflelsa  were  funk  and  burnt:  On  board 
the  whole  fleet  (none  of  which  efcaped)  were 
taken  and  deflroyed  about  two  thoufand  hogf- 
heads  ot  tobacco,  &c.  &c.  and  very  fortunately 
.  we  had  not  a  man  killed  or  wounded  this  day  } 
but  have  rcafoa  to  believe  the  enemy  fuScred 
confidcrably.  About  6ve  o'clock  we  were  joined 
by  Major-general  Phillips  with  the  light  in- 
fantry. 

28th,  rnie  troops  remained  at  Ofbom's,  wait- 
ing for  boats  from  the  fleet ;  part  of  them  were 
employed  in  fecuring  the  prizes,,  and  carrying 
them  to  Olbom's  as  a  place  of  fafety. 

29tb,  Hie  boats  having  arrived,  the  troops 
were  put  in  motion*.  Major-general  FhiUips ' 
marched  with  the  main  body  i  at  the  fame  time  I 
proceeded  up  the  river  with  a  detachment  in  boats, 
and  met  bim  between  Gary's  mills  and  War- 
wick. 

7otli,  The  troops  marched  to  Manchefter,  and 
deftroyed  twelve  hundred  hogfheads  of  tobacco. 
Hie  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  having  arriVed  with 

bis 
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Notfttdtbclus  ^ffiny  at  Richmond^  oppofite  to  MancbeAer, 
piiitt  [|je  (^y  before,  and  being  joined  by  the  milida 
'  drove  from  Peteriburg  and  tVUUamiburtfh,  they 
were  fpeftators  of  the  conBagTation  without  at- 
tempdng  to  moleft  us>  llie  fame  eveniDg  we  re- 
turned to  Warwick,  where  we  defboycd  a  maga* 
zine  of  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  and  Colo- 
pel  Gary's  fine  milU  were  dellroyed  in  burning  the ' 
magazine  of  flour.  We  alfo  burnt  feverai  ware- 
houieS}  with  one  huwh*^  and  fifty  hoj;^eads  of 
tobacco,  a  Urge  flup  and  a  brigantme  afloaf,  and 
three  veflels  on  die  flockis,  a  large  range  of  public 
T(^  walks  and  flc^ehouies,  and  fome  tan  and 
bark  boufes  fiill  of  bides  and  bark. 

May  ift,  marched  to  Oibom's  and  dilpatched 
our  prizes  and  boats  down  the  river ;  and  in  the 
evening  marched  to  Bermuda  hundreds,  t^pofltc 
C^  point. 

May  id,  embarked  the  troops,  &c  &c. 
May  3d,  felt  down  the  river  to  Weflover.. 
May  4th,  [M'oceeded  down  to  T^pahannock. 
5th  and  6tb,  Part  of  the  fleet  fell  down  to  Hog 
jflaind. 

7t^,  Major<geaeral  Phillips  having  received  a 
letter  from  Lord  Gomwallis,  orders  were  given 
for  the  fleet  to  return  up  the  river  ^ain.  We 
arrived  at  &and<»i  about  five  o'clock^  and  moft 
of  the  troops,  cavalry,  &c.  were  landed  Ais 
evening,  though-  it  blew  a  ga}e  of  wind. 

May  Sth,  remained  at  firand(Mi.  Major-gene- 
ral iiuUipe  being  very  ill,  and  unable  to  travel  on 
hocf^ack,  a  poftchaife  was  procured  for  him. 

May  9tb,  the  light  infantry,  and  part  of  the 
Queen's  rangers,  in  boajs,  were  ordered,  with  the 
Formidable  and  Spitfire,  to  proceed  to  City  point, 
and  land  there,  llie  red  of  the  a^ray  were  put 
in  modon  for  Peterfburg,  where  they  arrived  late 
in  the  night,  having  marched  near  thirty  mites 
ihie  day. 

On 
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On  our  leaving  Bennuda  kundrcd,  and  going  i«Mr<(«ttie 
down  the  river,  the  Marquw  de  Ix  Fayette  wift  chl^tr. 
his  army  moved  towards  Wiliiamfburgh,  and,  hy 
farced  mvcbe>»  hsd  erofled  the  Chick ahomany  at 
'  LtHighfidgfCtwhen  our  ileet  returned  to  Brandont 
which  retrograde  motion  of  outs  occafioned  him  • 
to  return  as  rapidly,  by  forced  marches,  to  Of- 
born's,  whete  ht  artived  the  Stfa,  and  was  pre- 
parfflg  to  erofs  the  rirer  to  Peterfburg  when  we 
arrived  tibcre,  wbidi  was  lb  anexpe£ted,  that  w« 
furpriff^  and  took  two  ma^ots,  (one  of  them  aid^ 
de-camp  to  Baron  Steubens,.the  other  to  General 
Smallwood) ;  one  captain  uid  three  liebtenanta 
of  dngo^w  f  two  Jicutenukts  of  foot ;.  a  commif- 
fary,  and  a  furgeon :  Sons  of  liiefe  gentlemen 
arrived  only  two  hours  before  us,  with  an  inten- 
tion of  collKting  the  boats  for  the  marqeis  to  crols 
his  annf . 

On  the  loth,  the  marquis  made  his  aj^earance 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  with  a  ftrong 
efcort,  and,  having  flaid  fome  time  to  reconnoi- 
tre our  army,  returned  to  his  camp  at  Oftjom'sj 
and  we  are  this  day  informed  be  is  marched  to 
Richmond,  where  it  is  faid  Wajme,  with  the  Penn- 
fyl^Bia  line,  hae  arrived :  llus  is,  however,  tin- 
Certain  ;  but  be  is  certainly  expected  t^ere. 

An  exprefs  palTed  through  this  place  the  day 
before  our  arrival  here,  who  left  Halifox  on  the 
7th,  and  informed, '  th^t  the  advance  of  Lord 
ComwalUs'  arrived  thete  that  morning :  This  re* 
port  we  have  from  feventi  quarters,  ani^  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  it  a  true.  •  Sevend  exprades  faarc' 
been  fent  to  his  lordlQi^  informing  him  of  our- 
beii%  heve  ready  to  co-opoatf  with/ his  lonlSrip^ 
We  are  in  anxious  expeftation  of  havii^  particu'.- 
lar  intelligence  ftom  him  every  mioute.' 

As   foon  as  it  is  reduced  to  4  certainty  that- 
Lord  Comwallis  has  cn;^«d  the  Roanoke,  and  iv 
on  bis  march  for  this  place,  the  army  will  ad- 
vance . 
....  ,Coo;^lc 
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Noieyothevaiice  one  or  two-days  march  from  hence  to  meet 
cbipwt.  lufi  lordfliip,  and  carry  a  fupply  of  provifiom  for 
his  army. 

A  confiderable  magazine  of  flour  and  bread 
has  fallen  into  our  hands  near  this  place,  and  the 
i  conntry  abounds  'with  cattle. 

Major-general  Phillips  is  fo  weak  and  low,  that 
it  will  be  fome  confiderable  time  before  he  can 
go  through  the  fatigue  of  bufinefs.  In  this  criti- 
cal fituation,  I  am  happy  to  have  the  alfillance^f 
fo  many  good  and  experienced  officers  with  me, 
commanding  corps.  If  joined  by  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis,  or  the  reinforcement  faid  to  be  coming  from 
New  York,  we  (hall  be  in  force  to  operate  as  we 
pleafe  in  Virginia  or  Maryland. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

B.      A  R  N  O  L  D. 


(N.O    T    E      <^) 

Earl  Cormvallis  to  Sir  Henry  Clirttm,  K.  B.  aaied 
Peterjburgy    in  Virginia,   totb  May^   1781. 

SIR, 

YOU  will  ea01y  conceive  how  fenfible  an  af- 
fliaion  it  was  to  me,  on  entering  this  province," 
to  receive  an  account  of  the  death  of  my  friend. 
General  Rhillips,  whofe  lofs  I  cannot  fufficiently 
lament,  from  perfonal  or  public  conlideratlon^. 

The  corpswhich  I  brought  froin  North  -Caro-. 
Una  arrived  here  this  mommg.  The  information 
conveyed  by  your  excellency  to  General  Arnold, 
relative  to  the  probable  movements  of  the  French 
aijnamcnt,  reftrains  me  at  prefent  from  any  ma- 
terial 
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terUl  offe^Te  operatiqos;  but  as  Ibon  as  I  CanHwntathe 
hear  any.  iatisfadory  accounts  of  the  two  Beets,     '^"'^ 
I  will  ouleaTODT  to  make  ttie  befl  ufe  in  my  power       '"'' 
of   the  troops   under  my  command.      General 
Arnold  being  of  opinion  that  Portfmoutb,  with 
its  prefent  garrifon,  is  fecure  againft  a  coup  de  '• 
main,  I  would  wilh  to  avoid  jnaking  a  precipi- 
tate movanent  towards  that  ptace»  without  abfo- 
tute  necelTity,  becaufe  jt  would  leflien  our  repu- 
tation in  tins  province :  But  I  have  feot  to  amire 
the  commanding  officer,  that  I  wilt  do  every  thing 
I  can  to  relieve  him,  in  cafe  the  French  fhould  at-    - 
tack  the  poit.    La  Fayette  is  at  Wtltown,  on  the 
other  fide  of  James  river,  not  far  from  Rich- 
mond :  I  have  not  heard  that  Wayne  has  yet  join- 
ed hira.    • 

It  is  with  infinite  (atisfadion  that  I  endofe  to 
your  excellency  copies  of  two  letters  from  Lord 
Rawdon,  which  has  relieved  me  from  the  mofl 
cruel  anxieties.  His  lordfhip's  great  abilities, 
courage,  and  firmnefs  of  mind,  cannot  be  fufE- 
ciently  admired  aod  applauded.  There  is  now 
.great  reafon  to  hope  that  we  Ihall  meet  with  no 
ienom  misfortune  in  that  province ;  if,  however. 
General  Greene  fliould  perfevere  in  carrying  on 
offenfive  operations  againlt  it,  we  mull,  I  think, 
abandon  Camden,  and  probably  Ninety  Six,  and 
limit  our  defence  to  the  Congarce  and  the-Santee : 
This  will  be  only  giving  up  two  bad  pofts,  which 
it  is  difficult  to  fupply  with  provifions,  and  quit- 
ting a  part  of  the  country,  which,  for  fome 
months  pall,  we  have  not  really  poflefied.       •     . 

I  have  taken  every  meaas  to  inform  Major 
Craig  of  my  having  paiTed  the  Roanoke ;  on 
whif^  event,  itwasprevioufly  concerted  between 
us,  that  he  fiioutd  ^11  down  to  Bald  head,  and  ' 
from  thence  proceed  to  Charles  town  as  foon  as 
tranfperts  arrive  to  carry  him. 

The 
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Hotoiotbe     The  legion  bui^  in  die  utraoft  £ft4&  fofwut 

f^^    of  anna,  clothing,  boots,  and,  indeed,   ^poiBt- 

ments  of  all  kinds,  I  muft  beg  litat  your  excel* 

lency  will  be  pleafed  to  dweft  the  i^p&6tat  ge. 

neral  to  forward  a  fupply  of  every  article  umti 

■'■  the  greatefl  difpatdi. 

I  have  the  hcmour  to  lae,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE    R.  ) 


Cofy.  —  From  Earl  Corttwallu  to  Lietaenant-nlffjul 
Tarleton,  date^  Bir<fs  plantation,  Maj  25, 
1781. 

DeaBl  Tjirleton, 

THE  fvimming  has  fucceeded  very  well,  not- 
withAandJogtbe  high  wind;  tbe  wa»(ms  are  the 
nofl:  tedioDs  part  a£  the  bufineb.  I  tntft,  how- 
e\'er,  that  every  tiling  will  be  teady  for  your  paf- 
fing  early  to-morrow  motnisg :  In  the  nean 
time,  you  will  patrole  towazds  tiie  Appamattoz, 
and  do  every  lldng  yon  can  to  procuze  inte^igBnce. 
You  nuy  venture  to  fwim  all  your  borfes,  ezcqit 
'  the  very  beft  I  have  ordered  the  43d  regiment 
to  land  at  Brandon's  to-morro-m  monting,  and 
march  to  Mead's  to  join  the  army:  Should  you 
hear  of  any  thing  taaterial,  you  vnll  ccHauntcate 
it  to  Major  Fergufon. 

Yours,  very  fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 

(NOTE 
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Hotel  «>tba 

(NOTE    S.) 

Ct^ — from  Earl  Conm>allis  to  Sir  Henry  Cllnttm, 
A.  B.  dated  Bprd^s  jdantationy  mrtb  <f  Jamts 
river  J  aCth  6/ M0>  tjSt. 

THE  anival  oJ  -the  reinforcement  has  made 
me  eafyaboutPortfmoudi  ibr  the  prefent.  I  have 
fent  General  Leilie  thither  with  the  17^1  regiment 
and  the  two  battalions  <^'  Anfpach,  kequng  the 
43d  with  tbe.armyt  I  ^lall  no:v  proceed  to  dif- 
lodge  La  Fayette  from  Richmond,  and  with  my 
tight  troops  to  deftroy  any  magazines  or  ftores  in 
&e  neighbourhood  which  may  hare  been  colleft- 
edetther  for  bis  ufe  or  for  General  Greene's  army. 
From  thence  I  pnrpofe  to  move  to  the  neck 'at 
'Wllliamfburgh,  which  is  reprefented  as  healthy, 
and  where  wmc  fubfifience  may  be  procured,  and 
ke^  myfelf  unengaged  ^.om  iterations  which 
nught  interfere  with  your  plan  for  the  campaign 
undl  I  have  the  fatisradion  of  hearing  from  you ; 
I  hope  I  fliall  then  have  an  opportunity  to  rec«>e 
~  better  ioformadon  than  has  hitherto  been  in  my 
power  to  procure,  relative  to .  a  proper  hutxKir 
itod  place  of  arras.  At  prefent  I  am  inclined  to 
think  veil  of  York.  The  objeftioni  to  Portf- 
mouth  are,  that  it  cannot  be  made  llnmg  without 
an  army  to^defend  it ;  that  it  is  remarkably  un- 
healthy, aiid  rcan  give  no  protedion  to  a  Ihip  of 
the  line.  'Wayne  has  not  yet  joined  la  Fayette  ; 
nor  can  I  pofitively  learn  wnere  he  is,  nor  what  is 
his  force.  Greoie's  cavalry  are  faid  to  be  coming  , 
this  ^y ;  but  I  have  no  certun  accoimts  of  it. 

A  a  NOTE 
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Chiptcr. 


(NOTE     T. ) 

Gjftf.  —From  Earl  Comwallis  to  Lietttenaat-colonel 
TarUtm,  dated  camp  at  yeffer/m's^  June  gtb, 
1781. 

V}  Dear  TarleTon, 
YOU  will  proceed  with  the  detachment  of  ca- 

.  Talt7  and  mounted  in£mtry  under  your  command 
before  daybreak  to-morrow  morning  to  Old  Albe- 
marle court  houfe,  where  you  will  deflroy  any 
ftore«  you  may  find.    If  you  then  hear  of  no 

~  other  ftores  of  Iny  confequence  on  this  fide  the 
Fluvanna,  and  that  Baron  Steuben  fhould  be  ftill 
on  the  other  fide,  you  will  crofs  that  river  and 
make  it  your  principal  objefl  to  ftrike  a  blow  at 
Baron  Steuben.  As  the  corps  under  his  com- 
mand confills  of  part  of  the  new  levies,  and  is  the 
foundation  on  which  the  body  of  eighteen-months 
men  lately  voted  by  the  province  in  Virginia  will 

.  be  formed,  it  will  be  of  the  utmofl  importance  to 
defeat  and  difperfe  it ;  I  fhould  therefore  wiOi  you 

■  to  take  every  means  in  your  power  of  effefting 
this  fervice,  if  you  fliould  fee  a  probability  of  fuc- 
cefs.  .  I  likewife  recommend  it  to  you,  to  deftroy 

.  all  the  enemy's  Itores  and  tobacco  between  James 
river  and  the  Dan ;  and  if  there  Jhould  be  a  quan- 
tity of  provifions  or  corn  collected  at  a  private 
houfe,  I  would  have  you  deflroy  it,  even  although 
there  ftiould  be  no  proof  of  its  being  intended  tor 
&e  public  fervice,  leaving  enough  for  the  fupport 
of  the  family  •,  as  there  is  the  greatell  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  fuel)  provilious  will  be  ultimatdy 
appro- 
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appropriated  by  the  enemy  to  the  ufe  of  General  KatwtsdM 
Greene's  army,  which,  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  gt^^'J 
the  Carotinai,  muft  depend  on  this  province  for 
its  fuppHes. 

I  iadl  proceed  by  aafy  marches  to  Richmond ; 
and  it  will  probably  be  a  bufinefs  of  eight  or  nine 
days  from  this  time  before  I  can  get  up  my  boats 
to  that  place  to  receive  you ;  fo  that  you  may  ve- 
ry well  employ  that  time  on  your  expedition.  As 
it  is  very  probable  that  fome  of  the  fight  troops  of 
General  Greene's  army  may  be  on  thdr  march  to 
this  country,  you  will  do  all  you  can  to  procure 
intelligence  of  thdr  route.  I  need  not  tell  you  of 
what  importance  it  will  be  to  intercept  them,  or 
any  prifonen  of  ours  from  South  Carolina. 

.1  would  have  (a)  all  perfons  of  confequence, 
either  civil  or  military,  brought  to  me  before  they 
are  paroled.  Molt  fmcerely  wilhing  you  fuccefs, 
and  placing  the  greatefl  confidence  in  your  z'^at 
and  abilities,  I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard. 
Dear  Tarleton, 

Moft  faithfully  yours, 
CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE    V.) 


CoW  o/*  fl  l^er  from  Lieofenant-eolowl  Tarleton  t$ 
Earl  ComwallitfWbich  fell  itito  the  enenvf  s  bandt, 

■  and-watpublijhed  by  ibeTUy  dated  Colonel  jtdam's 
plantationy  Jwte  13, 178 1,  half  pqft four  P.  M. 

My  Lord, 
I  BELIEVE  that  La  Fayette  pafled  the  South 
Anna,  orPamunkey,  this  morning,  for  the  moun- 
A  a  2  uin 


356  CAMPAIOMS  OP    178a   AND   1781    IK      THE 

Nouiiothttain  road,  at  Bird't  ordinary.  He  lay  at  Bird's 
citfwtf .  "'^^  yefterday  evening.  I  have  been  on  the  Three- 
notched  road  all  day  ;  I  have  left  it  for  this  place 
for  the  benefit  of  forage  and  communication  with 
your  tordlhip :  I  IhaU  ftrike  it  again  to-morrow 
morning,  and  go  by  Napier's  to  Pier's,  mill.  I 
cannot  yet  learn  what  wafer  it  (lands  on.  La 
Fayette's  ddign  is  to  follow.  I  will  immediatdy 
inform  your  lordfhip  if  he  does  not  keep  a  proper 
diftance ;  any  detachment  I  {hall  ftrike  at. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

BAN.    TARLETON. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  an  md-de-cdmp  of  Lieutetmnt' 
general  Earl  Cormvalfh  to  Lieutenant-coloHel 
"TarletoHi  dated  head-quarters,  yum  14,  1781. 

[cJ-Dear  Tarleton, 

LORD  Cornwallis  propoles-moving  (a)  to-mor- 
row to  Weftham,  and  defires  you  will  take  poft 
either  at  the  fork  of  Pounce's  traft  and  the  Three- 
notched  road,  or  nearer  to  Weftham,  as  conve- 
nient to  you  ;  that  you  will  fend  out  diftant  pa- 
troles  ;  and  that  you  will  of-der  Pier's  mill  to  con- 
tinue grin^g,  and  to  preferve  the  6our  already 
ground,  on  pain  of  military  execution,  till  fent 
for. 


Tours  moft  fmcerely,  &c. 

H.    HALDANE. 


NOTE 


i^v  Google 
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Nocei  to  tht 

Pibh 
Cfnpicr. 


(NOTE     U.  ) 


Cepy.^^Frem  Major-geiural  Le  Marquis  d$  U 
Fayette  to  Major-general  GreerUr  dated  Mr. 
^yre't  _  flentatioriy  twenty  n^les  from  Willian^- 
burgbj  June  <(^7,  i  7j8  1,. 

SIR, 

MY  letter  of  the  1 8th  infonned  you  of  the  ene- 
my's retrograde  movement  to  Richmond,  where 
they  made  a  flop.  Our  lofs  at  the  Point  of  Fork 
chiefly  confifted  of  old  arms  out  of  repair,  and 
fome  cannon,  mofl:  of  which  have  been  fmce  re- 
covered. 

On  the  1 8th  (a)  the  Britifli  army  moved  towards 
US,  with  a  defign,  as  I  apprehend,  to  ftrike  at  a  de- 
tached co^,  commanded  by  General  Muhlen- 
hurg.  Upon  this  the  light  infantry  and  PennTyl- 
vaiuans  marched  under  General  Wayne,  when 
the  enemy  returned  into  the  town.  The  day 
following,  I  was  joined  by  General  Steuben's 
troops,  and  on  the  night  of  the  90th,  Richmond 
was  evacuated. 

Having  followed  the  enemy,  oiir  light  parties 
fell  in  with  them  near  New-Kent  court  houfe. 
"Hie  army  was  ftill  at  a  diftance,  and  Lord  Com- 
wallis  continued  his  march  towards  Williamf- 
burgh.  His  rear  and  right  flank  were  followed 
by  a  large  detachment  under  Colonel  Butler  j  but 
notwithltanding  the  molt  fatiguing  march,  the 
colonel  reports,  that  he  could  not  have  overtaken 
them  had  not  Major  Macpherfbn  mounted  fifty 
light 
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NotwuthcUght  infimtry  bdiind  an  equal  number  of  dra- 
(^j^,  goons,  which  commg  up  with  the  enemy,  charg- 
ed them  within  fix  miles  (c)  of  Williamfburgh. 
'  Such  of  the  advanced  corps  as  could  arrive,  com* 
pofed  of  riflemen,  under  Major  Call  and  Major 
Willis,  beganafmarta^on.  Inclofedis  a  return 
of  our  lofs ;  that  of  the  enemy  it  fixty  killed,  in- 
cluding feveral  officers,  and'  one  hundred  wound- 
ed, a  difproportion  which  the  fldll  of  our  rifle- 
men eafily  explains.  I  am  under  great  obligati- 
ons to  Colonel  Butler,  and  the  officers,  and  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  detachment,  for  their  ar- 
dour in  the  purfuit,  and  their  cbnduA  in  the 
afUon. 

General  Wayne,  who  marched  to  die  fupport 
of  Butler,  fent  down  fome  troops,  under  Major 
Hamilton.  The  whole  Britilh  army  (b)  came  out 
to  lave  Simcoe,  and  on  the  arrival  of  our  army  on 
this  ground,  returned  to  Williamlburgh.  The 
poll  mey  now  occupy  is  ftrong  under  the  protec- 
tion of  their  Oiipping,  but  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  Point  of  Fork. 

I  had  the  honour  to  communicate  thefe  move- 
ments to  the  executive  of  the  commonwealth,  that 
the  feat  of  government  may  be  again  re-eflablilh- 
ed  in  the  capital. 

Ixird  Comwallis  has  reeeived  a  reinforcement 
from  Portfmouth.    With  the  greateft  refped, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

LA    FAYETTE. 


jz.GoogIt; 
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-  HMMtn  tiM 
Fifih 
Cbtptcf.  ' 


(  K  O  T  E    W. ) 

Extra^,—From  Earl  Contwallis  to  Sir  Henry  Cliit- 
toHt  K..  B.  dated  Williamjburghf  'June  30, 1781. 

AFTER  pafling  James  river  at  Weftover,  I 
moved  to  Hanover  court  houfe,  and  crofTed  South 
Amia.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  marched  to  his 
left,  keeping  above  at  the  diftance  of  about  twen- 
ty miles. 

By  pufting  my  light  troops  over  the  North  An- 
na, I  alarmed  the  enemy  for  Frederickfburgh,  and 
for  the  junftion  with  General  Wayne,  wno  was 
dien  marching  thiough  Maryland.  From  what  I, 
could  learn  of  the  prefent  ftaie  of  Hunter's  iron 
manufaaory,  it  did  not  appear  of  fo  much  im- 
portance as  the  ftores  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
country,  and  it  was  impoflible  to  prevent  the  junc- 
tion between  the  Marquis  and  Wayne  :  I  there- 
fore took  advantage  of  the  Marquis's  palling  the 
Rhappahanock,  and  detached  Lieutenant-colonels 
Simcoe  (b)  and  Tarleton  (a)  to  difturb  the  aifem- 
bly  then  fitting  at  Charlotteville,  and  to  deftroy 
the  ftores  there,  at  Old  Albemarle  court  houfe, 
and  the  Point  of  Fork;  movingwith  the  infantry 
to  the  mouth  of  Byrd  creek,  near  the .  Point 
of  Fork,  to  receive  thefe  detachments.  Lieu-, 
tenant -colonel  Tarleton  took  fom^  members 
of  tlie  aflembly  at  Chariotteville,  ^qd  deftroy- 
ed  there,  and  on  hia  return,  one  thoufand 
ftand  of  good  arms,  fome  clodiiifg,  and  other 
ftores,  ana  five  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  with* 
out  oppofitipn. 

Baron  Steuben,  who  commanded  about  eight 
hundred  tvelve>months  men  and  militia,  retired 
_..TOt^. 
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NftMutk*  vith  great  precipitatioa  firom  the  point  of  Fork. 
chuttr.  Lieuteoant-colonel  Simcoe,  after  uiing  every  ez< 
ertioD  to  attack  his  rear  guard,  deftroyed  uiere, 
and  at  the  places  adjacent,  about  three  thoufand 
three  hundred  ftand  of  arms,  mofl  of  which  un- 
ferviceable,  but  then  under  repair,  forae  &U,  har- 
nefs,  &c.  and '  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
barrels  of  powder.  I  then  moved  by  Richmond^ 
and  arrived  at  Wiltiamfburgh  on  the  25tb  inftant, 
having,  in  addition  to  the  articles  already  men- 
tioned, delhroyed  on  this  expedition  at  dmerent 
places  above  two  thoufand  hogsheads  of  tobacco, 
aind  a  great  number  of  iron  guns,  and  brought  off 
four  brafs  thirteen  inch  mortars,  five  brafs  eight- 
inch  howitzers,  and-four  long  brafs  nine-pounders, 
all  French.  We  found  near  Hanover  court  houfe', 
ten  French  brals  twenty-four  pounders,  which  we 
-  could  not  carry,  and  had  not  time  or  means  to 
deflroy  farther  dian  fpiking,  an<)  throwing  five  or 
fix  of  them  into  the  Fununkey  j  and  we  toundat 
Williamfburgh  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fhot  and 
fbells,  which  are  embarked.  General  Wayne 
joined  the  Marquis  about  the  middle  of  the  month, 
as  did  Baron  Steuben  foon  after  i  and  their  army 
Has  generally  kept  about  twenty  miles  from  us, 
without  any  material  attempt  by  detachment,  ex- 
cept in  an  attack  on  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe, 
ion  die  26th,  as  he  was  returning  with  his  corps 
and  the  yagers  &om  the  deftruftion  of~  fome  boats 
and  {lores  on  the  Chickahomany.  llie  enemy, 
though  much  fuperior  in  numbers,  werc^  repulfed 
with  confiderable  lols,  three  (c)  officers  and  twen- 
ty-dght  privates  were  made  prifoners  :  the  ran- 
gers naa  three  officers  and  tmrty  privates  kilM 
and  wounded.  Lieutenant  Jones,'  who  was  kill- 
ed, behaved  with  the  greatelt  fpirit,  and  is  much 
lamented  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe; 

.C  H  A  P  TE  R 
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CHAPTER      VI. 


Earl  CarmvaJUs  moves  to  yames  jlver.—^air  mttr 
James  ifiand,—Earl  CormttaUis  marches  to  Port/' 
mouth. — Hampton  road  not  approved  of  as  a  Jia- 
tionfor'tbe  navy. — Earl  CornwaJUt  takes  poffef- 

JUn  of  Tori  town.—~PortfmatUh  evacuated. — ne 
French  Jleet  enter  the  Cbefapeak. — La  Fayette 
takes  poji  at  Williamfburgh.  —General  Wajhingtoa't 

force  concentrated  at  Williamjhurgh. — Tork  town 
invefied. — Two  redoubts  carried  at  Tork  town  by 
the  French  and  Americans. — Sortie  from  Tork 
town. — Surrender  of  Tork  and  Gloucefier. 

DURING  the  late  operations  in  Virginia,  in-  C  tt  A  P. 
telligence  reached  SirHenry  Clinton,  which  ^^ 
gave  him  fome  uneafinefs  for  the  polls  immedi- 
ately under  bis  command.  The  extenfive  frontier 
of  York,  Staten,  and  Long  iilands,  required  a 
powerful  body  of  tt'oops,  as  welt  as  minute  cir- 
cumfpeflion  and  military  arrangement :  Strong 
information  (a)  of  the  intended  apprpach  of  the 
combined  army  of  France  and  America,  who 
could  receive  any  fupplies  of  men  and  provifipns 
from  the  neighbouring  populous  provinces,  natu- 
rally excited  jealoufy  in  the  commander  in  chief, 
who  had  not  at  this  period  eleven  thoufand  effec- 
tives to  counterafl  their  defigns  :  He,  therefore, 
*hilft  the  ftorm  threatened  New  York,  and  th^ 
climate  rendered  the  King's  troops  inafbive  or 
fickly  in  the  Chefapeak,  required  a  detachment 
from  Earl  Comwallis,  if  he  was  not  engaged  (b) 
in  any  important  enterprife  ;  and  recommended 

<i)  la  OM  A.  (b)  Ib  ooic  A. 

to  I 
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CHAP,  to  him  a  healthy  ftation,  with  an  ample  defenfive 
Vi.     force,  till  the  danger  was  difperfed  to  the  north- 
ward. 

Eart  Corawallis,  judging  the  call  for  troops  po- 
fitive  and  prefling,  and  that  his  command,  after 
fuch  a  diminution,  would  not  be  adequate  to 
maintain  his  prefent  pofition,  determined  inAant- 
ly  to  leave  Williamlburgh,  and  to  retire  to  (a) 
Portfmonth ;  whence*  he  might  fend  the  troops 
fpecified  in  the  requifidon  to  New  York ;  For  the 
execution  of  this  proje£t,  it  was  necefiary  to  crois 
James  river ;  and  James  ifland  prefentedthe  moft 
convenient  fituadon  to  fecure  an  umnolefted  paf- 
fage  to  Cobham.  The  navy,  under  the  dire^on 
or  Captain  Aplin,  being  prepared  for  fuch  an  un- 
dertaking, on  the  (a)  4th  of  July  the  royal  army 
marched  by  the  left,  and  arrived  tfae  lame  day  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  James  ifland,  which  is  fe- 

«uif°^  parated  from  the  main  land  by  a  fmall  gut  of  wa- 

imwti  10    ter,  not  two  feet .  deep  at  the  reBux  of  the  tide. 

jiraci  ri-  rj^g  advanced  guard,  under  Lieutenant-colonel 
Simcoe,  pafled  to  the  ifland,  and  from  thence  to 
Cobham  in  the  evening.  The  legion  cavalry  and 
two  companies  of  mounted  infantry  were  direfted 
to  cover  the  right  flank  and  rear  of  the  BritiQi 
column  during  the  march  :  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton  moved  to  a  church,  eighteeen  miles 
from  Williamfburgh,  which  he  underftood  was 
fortified  and  garrifoned  by  the  riflemen  who  lay  in 
front  of  the  American  army :  By  furprife  he  got 
within  the  abbatis,  the  church  yard,  and  the 
church,  and  diflodged  the  enemy  with  fome  lofs  : 
He  afterwards  proceeded  towards  Tyre's  planta- 
tion, when,  under  die  advantage  of  a  heavy  rain, 
he  drove  in  the  pickets,  and  communicated  a  ge- 
neral  alarm  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette's  corps. 
In  the  mean  while,  the  Britifli  army  reached  their 

{*}  Id  aou  B.  (■}  to  oMc  D. 

encan^ 
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encampment  nenr  James  iiland,  to  whict;  place  c  H  a  f. 
the  cavalry  flowly  retired.  Vi. 

The  pofition  occupied  by  the  King's  troops  was 
eqoally  ftrong  and  coDvement ;  the  right  was  co- 
vered by  ponds, .  the  center  and  left  by  morafles, 
oVer  wmch  a  few  narrow  caufeways  conneQed  it 
mth  the  country,  and  James  ifland  lay  in  the  rear. 
On  the  5th,  the  (tores  and  wheel  carriages  began 
to  pals,  which  employment  would  continue  till 
the  7th,  when  it  was  imagined  (b)  the  boats  would 
be  ready  for  the  troops.  On  the  morning  of  the 
6A,  the  foragers  irom  the  cavalry  were  ordered 
into  the  front,  who  reported  that  Ae  enemy  were 
advancing.  Lieutenant^colonel  Tarleton,  after 
the  party  returned,  gave  money  and  encouraging 
promifes  to  a  negroe  and  a  dragoon,  to  commui- 
cate  5ilfe  intelligence,  under  die  appearance  of 
deferters.  Theie  eniiffaries  were  direSed  to  in- 
form the  Americans,  that  th^  Britiffa  legion,  with 
a  detachment  of  infantry,  compofed  the  rear 
guard,  the  body  of  the  King's  troops  having  paff- 
ed  James  river.  In  the  afternoon  a  patrole  of  ca- 
Taliy  was  beat  back  over  one  of  the  caufeways  on 
the  left,  and  Lieutenant  Grier,  who  commanded 
it,  was  wounded.  Soon  after,  the  American  ri-' 
flemen  infulted the  outpofts,  whilft  a bodyof  con- 
tinentals advanced  towards  the  morafs  :  The  Brl- 
dfh  cavalry  fupported  the  pickets  on  the  left,  in 
order  to  contain  the  enemy  within  the  woods,  and 
to  prevent  their  viewing  the  main  army  :  Earl 
Comwallis  diredled  Lieutenant-colojiel  Tarleton 
to  continue  this  manceuvre,  and  he  ordered  the 
battalions  and  regiments  to  remain  quiet  in  their 
camp,  where  they  were  concealed  frOm  obferva- 
tion.  Before  fnnfet,  (c)  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
had  pafled  the  morafs  on  the  left,  with  about  fix 
hundred  militia,  nine  hundred  continentals,  and 


(c)  b  ow*  D. 

fome 
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CHAP,  fome  cannon  ;  bodies  of  rifiemen  attacked  the 
^''  other  pickets  :  and  the  remainder  of  the  Ameri- 
can force  took  poft  at  a  brick  houfe,  bcrvond  the 
wood  and  the  caufeway.  Upon  the  firu  cannon 
(hot  from  the  enemy,  the  Britifh  army  formed  and 
advanced,  when  the  dragoons  fell  back  through 
the  intend  made  for  them  by  the  infantry. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Dundas's  brigade,  (d)  corn- 
Affair  nctr  pofed  of  the  43d,  76tb,  and  80th  regimenu,  with 
j^  '*■  two  fix  pounders,  under  Captain  ^Jgc,  fullained 
the  weight  of  the  enemy's  attack.  The  conflift  in 
this  quarter  was  fevere  and  well  contelled.  The 
artillery  and  infantry  of  each  army,  in  prefence 
of  their  rdpeftive  generals,  were  for  Tome  mi- 
nutes warmly  en^ged  not  fifty  yards  afunder. 
The  other  part  of  the  line,  confifting  of  the  two 
battalions  of  light  infantry.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Yorke's  brigade,  (i)  the  brigade  of  guards,  and 
the  HdCans,  met  with  little  or  no  refiHance,  be- 
ing oppofed  only  by  fmall  parties  of  militia,  who 
made  a  precipitate  retreat :  But  on  the  left  of  the 
Britifh,  the  action  was  for  fome  time  gallantly 
maintained  by  the  ccmdnental  infantry,  under 
General  Wayne,  againfl  the  76th,  80th,  and  part 
of  43d.  The  legion  cavaliy,  formed  a  fecond 
linebehindtheSoth,  and Uie light  companies,  un- 
der Captain  Champagne,  difmounted  to  reinforce 
the  76^1.  The  affair  was  not  ended  before  dark, 
when  the  enemy  abandoned  their  cannon,  and  re- 
pafled  the  fwamp  in  confiifion.  The  woods,  the 
morafles,  and  the  obfcurity  of  the  night,  prevent- 
ed the  purfuit  of  the  cavalry.  The  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette  rallied  part  of  the  Americans  to  the 
troops  polled  beyond  the  fwamp,  and  halted  fome 
hours  "at  the  Green  Springs,  to  colled  the  fugi- 
tives. Earl  Comwallis  returned  to  his  entiamp- 
meut.  The  King's  troops  bad  five  officers  wound- 
ed) lo  MU  D.  [i]  UU  Webftcr'*. 

ed. 
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ed,  and  about  feventy  men  killed  and  wounded.  CHAP. 
The  fteadinefs  of  the  new  reginsents,  who  bore     '"•  * 
the  brunt  of  the  aflion,   did  honour  to  thofe  ' 

corps ;  and  the  condud  of  lieuten^t-colonel 
Dundas,  who  commanded  them,  was  highly  ani- 
mated and  meritorious.  On  the  part  of  the 
Americans,  near  three  hundred  continentals  and 
militia  were  killed,  wounded,  and  taken. 

The  events  of  this' day  were  patticularly  impor- 
tant, and  claimed'  more  attention  than  tbey  ob- 
tnned.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  had  made  a 
long  march,  in  very  fultry  weatber,  with  about 
fifteen  hundred  continentals  and  one  thoufand  mi- 
lida,  to  Alike  at  the  rear  of  the  British  before 
Aey  pafled  to  James  ifland ;  Too  great  ardour,  or 
falfe  intelligence,  which  is  moft  probable,  for  it 
is  the  only  inftance  of  this  officer  committing  him- 
Mi  during  a  very  difficult  campaign,  prompted 
him  to  crofs  a  morafs  to  attack  Earl  ComwalUs, 
who  routed  him,  took  his  cannon,  and  muft  ine- 
vitably have  deftroyed  his  army,  if  night  had  not 
intervened.  His  lordfliip  might  certainly  have 
derived  more  advantage  from  his  viftory.  If  the 
two  battalions  of  light  infantry,  the  guards,  and 
Colonel  Yorke's  brigade,  who  had  all  been  flight- 
ly  engaged,  or  any  other  corps,  and  the  cavalry, 
had  been  detached,  without  knapfacks,  before 
dawn  of  day,  to  purfue  the  Americans,  and  pufh 
them  to  the  utmoft,  the  army  (e)  of  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette  muft  have  been  anihilated.  Such 
an  exploit  would  have  been  eafy,  fortunate,  and 
glorious,  and  would  have  prevented  the  combina- 
tion which  produced  the  fall  of  York  town  arid 
Gloutefter.'  It  was  fuggefted  to  Earl  Comwallis, 
in  oppofition  to  the  plan  of  purfuing  the  victory, 
that  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  reqoifition  for  troofis 
vas  a  circunmance  of  greater  confequence,  and 

more 

., ,. .  .Coogit; 
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CHAP,  more  worthy  of  attention.  This  was  allowed  to 
VL  be  a  flrong  and  forcible  reafon ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  it  was  reprefented,  that  the  exertion  of  hatf, 
or  two  thirds  of  the  Britilh  army,  in  purfuitof 
the  Americans,  would  not  occafion  delay,  or  in 
the  leait  derange  the  original  defign  of  proceeding 
toPortfmouth.  Experience  fully  evinced  andjoi- 
tified  the  propriety  of  this  opinion. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  with  two  hundred 
dragoons  and  eighty  mounted  infantry,  was  or- 
dered to  proceed  after  daybreak  acrofs  the  fwamp, 
in  purfuit  of  the  enemy  ;  and  three  companies  of 
light  infantry  were  direded  to  take  poll  beyond 
it,  until  he  returned.  Some  wounded  men  and 
deferters  joined  the  Britifli  before  they  reached 
the  Green  Springs,  where  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette  had  rallied  his  troops  after  the  aftion. 
The  dragoons  then  ftruckinto  the  road  by  which, 
about  two  hours  before,  the  Americans  bad  re- 
treated, and  they  had  not  advanced  four  miles 
when  diey  met  a  patrole  of  mounted  riflemen. 
The  captain  who  commanded  it^  and  feveral  of 
his  men  were  killed  or  taken  :  The  remainder 
were  purfued  into  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette's  ar- 
my, who  had  been  forced  by  extreme  fatigue  to 
repofe  themfelves  not  more  than  fix  miles  from 
the  field  of  battle.  In  this  fituation  they  would 
have  been  an  eafy  prey  to  a  powerful  detachment 
of  the  Britifh,  who  could  have  marched  into  their 
rear  by  feveral  roads,  whilft  the  light  troops  amuf- 
ed  them  in  front ;  or  the  infantry  might  have  ioi- 
lowed  the  route  of  the  continentals  in  cafe  they 
retreated,  and  the  Englilh  dragoons  and  mounted 
infantry  could  have  pafTed  through  the  woods  into 
their  front,  or  on  their  flank,  and  have  impeded 
and  harafled  them  till  the  foot  could  force  them  to 
adion.  Either  of  thefe  plans  muit  have  fucceeded 
againft  a  corps  that  was  deftitute  of  cavalry ;  that 
lud  made  a  forced  march  in  very  not  weather 
daring 
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during  the  preceding  day  ;  that  had  been  routed,  CH  A  r, 
and  had  retreated  without  refrefliment  or  provi-      VI. 
iions.      "When   the  late   defeat,    the   dlmiiuihed 
force,  and  the  bodily  fatigue  of  the  Americans, 
are  contrafted  with  the  recent  fuccefs,  the  fupc. 
rior  numbers,  and  the  a£tiye  vigour  of  the  Bridlh, 
.  it   may  fairly  be  prefumed,  that  lefs  time  than  ' 
twelve  hours  would  have  given,  without  the  fmall- 
eft  hazard,  a  decifive   advantage  to  the  King's 
troops. 

When  the  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  return- 
ed to  camp,  the  army  were  ordered  to  crofs  to 
James  ifland.  On  their  arrival  at  that  place,  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  baggage,  bat  horfes,  and 
ftores,  were  not  tranfported  to  Cobham,  and  the 
rear  guard  'did  not  embark  till  twenn^-four  hours 
after  the  aftion  j  which  circumftances  mconteftibly 
prove,  that  a  temporary  purfuit  of  the  enemy, 
■with  a  powerful  detachment,  would  not  have  re-  ^ 
tarded  the  main  operation  of  palTmg  James  river : 
Or,  fuppofing  the  march  to  Portfmouth  had  been 
put  off  for  twenty-four  hours,  would  not  the  pub- 
Kc  fervice  have  been  lufficientiy  benefited  by  the 
deftruaion  of  La  Fayette's  corps,  to  juilify  the 
delay  ?  No  demand  of  Sir  Henry  CUiUon  for 
troops  could  be  deemed  prelSng  before  the  dif- 
■  patch  Earl  Cornwallis  received  on  the  8th  (C)  at 
Cobham  ;  and  in  his  lordlh^'s  anfwer  to  that  let- 
ter, he  mentions,  that  the  corps  will  proceed  to  . 
Portfmouth,  to  wait  the  arrival  (f)  of^  the  tranf- 
ports  ;  no  time,  therefore,  would  have  been  loll 
by  purfuine  the  enemy,  in  few  words :  Is  it  judi- 
cious to  hsut  with  a  fuperior  army,  and  not  pro- 
fecute  a  victory  ?  The  folution  of  this-  queftion 
leads  to  others  relative  to  the  mode  of  proceeding 
proper  to  Iiave  been  followed  in  this  inilance.  It 
would  furely  have  been  more  judicious  to  have 

(C)  N*ti  C.  (0  la  mi*  D. 

adopted 
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CH  AF- adopted  a  change  of  meafures  at  thiq  criticsl 
VL  jun^re ;  to  have  countermaaded  the  expedition 
to  Portfmouth ;  to  have  prepared  to  pufh  the  ene- 
my before  daybreak  ;  to  have  pudued  the  Mar- 
quis  de  la  Fayette  lall  bis  corps  was  exterminated- ; 
and  to  have  exereiled  difcretioiiary  powo-s  for  the 
advantage  of  the  troops,  and  the  benefit  of  the 
nation,  by  ordering  the  tianiports  from  Portf- 
mouth, and  the  ftores  and  baggage  from  Cobham, 
to  meet  the  viftorioua  army  at  Williamfburgb ; 
who,  after  their  fucceffes,  might  havedetached  to 
New  York,  with  Iktle  or  no  lofs  of  time,  and  have 
maintained  their  poll  and  their  reputation. 

The  day  after  the  King's  force*  arrived  at  Cob- 
ham,  £arl  Comwallis  fent  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton  with  the  legion  cavalry  and  nghty 
mounted  infantry  to  Prince-Edward  court  houl^ 
and  from  thence  to  New  London  in  Bedford  coun- 
ty, and  ordered  him  (E)  to  deftroy  on  his  march, 
all  ammunition,  clothing,  and  ftores  of  every 
kiadj  intended  for. the  American  fervice  :  Private 
contand  provifions,  except  fuch  as  mi^t  appear 
neceflary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  pD&ifors, 
were  l&ewife  to  he  burned,  to  prevent  the  South 
Carolina  army  receiving  benefit  horn  fuch  fiip- 
plies.  After  executing  thefe  mftrudions,  be  was 
to  endeavour  to  intorcqit  any  &itilh  prifoners  or 
American  light  troc^  rietuming  to  the  north- 
wards, and  ^en  retire  at  his  leilure  to  a  detach- 
mem  o£  the  royal  army  at  Suffolk. 

On  the  9tb  of  July,  Lieutsnant-colooel  Tarle- 
ton left  Cobham,  and  proceeded  upon  this  ditlant 
expedition  by  long  movements  in  the  morning  and 
evening :  by  whidi  means  the  heat  and  darknefs 
were  as  much  as  poffible  avoided,  and  time  afford- 
ed £3rTefre(hment  and  repofe.  The  light  troops 
ibon -reached  Peterlburg,  advanced  to  Prince-Ed- 
ward court  houfe,  and  from  thence  towards  the 


j_,Coo^k 


sdb^aiR^  fkdtivcSB  or  HditTii  amerjca.  jS^ 
riVer  ifsHS  tfctf  ftorest  deftroyisa,  eJtliet  of  aC  H  A  P. 
filutec  6t  private  flatiire,  were  not  in  quantity  ot  ^^ 
iT/hie  ei^mv^eiit  io  the'  damage  fuftained  in  the 
Miri^ei  dn  tiie  mote,  and  the  lofs  of  nfen  and  . 
forfes  by  tbeexceffive  heaft  of  the  cKraaie.  The 
{MdHgence'^hidfoccafioAed  this  March  was  ex- 
ceedingly impeifea :  The  ftores,  which  *«re  the 
prihcipal  objeft  df  the  expedition,  had  been  con< 
rtfei  frMn  Prince-Edward  court  houfe,  and  atl 
ibat  quarter  of  die  country,  to  HilHborough  and 
General  6r6ene's  army,  upwards  of  a  month 
befofe  the  Brit^  light  troops  commenced  their 
^ve.  A  halt  of  two  days  in  Bedford  county 
difcovered  dtat  Oeheral  Greene  had  made  Do  de- 
t^Wtent  to  the  northward,  but  that  he  was  en- 
^ged  ip  the  fiege  of  Ninety  Six.  This  informa- 
tron  indaced'Tarleton  to  refume  his  march,  by  a 
'Afferent  Toate,  towards  the  roya!  army  ;  and  the 
d^goons  and  mounted  infantry  having  completed 
an  ex^ieditiDh  of  four  hundred  mil^,  attended 
WTtSi'  niwry  unftivourable  circumftances  to  the 
cbiysV  who  were  sdmoft  deftitute  of  necelTaries 
and  accoutrements,  joined  the  King's  troops  at 
Suffbfk  fifteen  days  after  dieir  departure  from  Cob- 
ham;  A  detacfairtent  froAi  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette's  army  might  have  been  tiWported  over 
Jamet  river  near  City  point,  and,  by  pofting 
themfelvcsaV  the  htad  of  Black  water,  would  have 
endangered  the  retreat  of  the  Britifli,  by  block- 
ing up  the  pais  at  that  place,  and  over  which  they 
muft  unavbid^y  return  ;  becaufe  the  banks  of 
Black'  water  are  in  other  parts  fo  raarfhy,  that  there 
is  no  approaching  them,  either  to  make  ufe  of 
rafts,-  or  to  crofs  the  river  by  fwimming.  Gene- 
ral Wayne  was  indeed  detached  to  Goode's  (a) 
bridge  above  Peteriburg  ;  but  in  that  pofition  he" 
could  ^ve  no  obfbrudion  or  embarraflinent  to  the 
nravetDeats  of  the  light  troops. 

B  b  Upon 
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CHAP.     Upon  the  jun^on  of  the  legion  wmlry  aad 
Vf.     mounted  iniantry.   Earl  Cornwallis  marcoed  to 
^Ji,^*"°"Portfmouth:  Previous  to  that  event,  he  liaddetadt. 
narcbetio  e^j  part  of  the  corps  intended  :or  embaikatioH 
Duwh:       to  that  place ;  but  before  they  I'ai'ed  an  ezpreb 
arrived     from     Sir     Henry    ■Clinton,     forbid- 
ding (F)  the  King's  troops  to  paTs  James  river, 
and  defiring  his  lordfhip  to  regain  Williamftturdi 
neck,  in  cafe  he  had  quitted  it,  in  order  to  le> 
cure  Old-point  Comfort  and  Hampton  road,  » 
a  nation  for  line-of-battle  fbips.     The  commu- 
der  in  chief  allowed  his  lordfhip  to  detain  any 
part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  forces  that  were  aa- 
barked,  to  complete  thi*  fervice,  which  was  deem- 
ed important   for  the  army,    and  indiTpenfably 
neceflary  foi  the  navy. 

At  Portfmouth  the  royal  army  encariiped  in 
front  of  the  redoubts  which  covered  the  town : 
The  garrifon,  corapofed  of  the  17th  regimen^ 
other  Britilh  detachments,  and  the  two  Anfpach 
battalions,  continued  to  perform  the  duty  withiB 
the  fortifications.  The  infantry  conftrufted  huts 
as  foon  as  they  arrived  on  their  ground,  to  ihel- 
ter  them  from  the  fcorching  beat  of  the  climate. 
The  greateft  part  of  the  cavalry  .jaffed  the 
ferry  to  Norfolk,  and  marched  into  Princefs- 
Anne  county.  At  this  period  the  Britifli  legi- 
on received  new  clothmg  and  appointments, 
which'  were  foon  properly  fiued,  and,  for  tbe 
firil  time,  that  corps  was  properly  equipped. 
Whilft  the  dragoons  were  thus  employed,  a  de- 
tachment of  foot  and  huffars,  by  uking  poll  at 
a  bridge,  fecured  a  traft  of  country  which  top- 
plied  all  the  horfes  of  the  army  with  forage. 
HioMxr*  Meanwhile,  Major-general  Leflie  departed  for 
ippn-"^  of  ^^^'■'^s  town,  and  the  chief  engineer  and  the 
for  'ihe"!".-  *^*P^*^"^  '^^  ^^^  ''oyal  navy  proceeded  to  examin? 
vjr.  Old-point  Comfort ;  when,   not  approving  (G) 

of  the  fituation,  as  eligible  either  for  fortificatiM 

(F)  N«e  F.  (CJ  N£te  O. 
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or  to  cover  Ihipping,  they  made  a  report  accor-  CHAP, 
dingly.     Earl  Corowallis,  on  viewing  the  place,      Vj. 
coincided  in  opinion  (a)  with  thofe  ofGcers,  and  ^ 
embarking  the  two  battalions  of  light  infantry,  ** 

the  Queen's  rangers,  and  fome  regimoits  of  the 
line,  uiled  up  York  river.  In  the  beginning  of  ^^^^ 
Augull,  his  lordfliip  landed  detachments  at  Glou*  w'.]i;i.^r> 
cefter  and  York  town,  and  afterwards  difembarked  ^^'"  "' 
the  whole  force  that  accompanied  him.  Imme- 
diately  after  Earl  Comwallis  had  occupied  thefe 
pofts,  he  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  Brigadier-gene- 
ral O^ara,  requiring  a  reinforcement  of  infui- 
try  fi'om  Portfmouth  by  the  row  boats  of  the 
army  and  fleet,  and  at  the  fame  time  he  fent  di- 
reftions  (I)  for  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to 
move  to  Sowell's  point,  in  order  to  place  his  re- 
giment and  the  mounted  infantry  on  board  linall 
veffels,  prepared  to  tranfport  them,  to  Hampton 
road.  The  legion  dragoons  commenced  their 
paffage  on  the  oth,  and  the  horfes  were  unfliipped 
the  fame  evening,  by  throwing  them  into  deep 
water  near  the  fliore.  No  accident  whatever  hap- 
pened in  confequence  of  this  mode  of  debarkation, 
and  the  cavalry  joined  Earl  Comwallis  the  next 
morning.  In  the  mean  time,  the  tranfports  which 
had  proceeded  up  York  river  were  ordered 
back  to  Portfmouth  to  receive  Brigadier-general 
O'Hara's  diviiion  of  troops  as  foon  as.  the  works 
at  that  place  were  dellroyed.  This  bufinefs  be- 
ing completed,  whilll  the  heavy  llores  and  can- 
non were  conveyed  into  the  quarter-mafter  gene- 
ral's and  the  ordnance  velTels,  the  rear  guard 
embarked  without'  moleftation,  and  the  whole 
Virginia  army  was  (a)  affembled  on  the  aad  at^^/jJJJ^.'" 
YoNc  town  and  Gloucefter. 
~  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  firfl:  diviiion  of  the 
King's  troops.  Earl  Cornwatlis  gave  directions  to 
Lieutenant  Sutherland,  of  the  engineers,  to  trace 

(«)  la  Dtxe  a  (I)  Note  I.  '     (1)  la  pel*  K. 
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C  H  A  e.  out  a  chain  of  redoubts  to  cover  'Glouceftfir' 
VI.  ^  lUs  viUage  is  fituAed  on  a  -pdim  of  land  on  ftie 
nonb  fide  of  York  rivo-,  and  coofifted  at  that 
time  of  about  a  dozen  boufes.  A  marlhy  creek 
extends  ak)ngpart  of  the  right  fluik:  'The  ground 
is  clear  and  level  for  a  mile  in  front :  At  that  dif* 
tance  (lands  a  wood :  The  ^>ace  wbich  it  occupies 
'  is  narrowed  by  the  river  on  the  left,  and  a  creek 
on  the  right :  Beyond  the  gorge  the  country  is 
open  and  cultivated.  The  Sodi  regiment,  who. 
were  afterwards  joined  by  the  Htffian  battalion.  (J 
I^ince  Herettitaire,  foon  made  confiderabl^  pro-  -. 
grefs  in  the  works  that  were  to  fortify  this  ik^ 
York  river  is  one  of  the  principal  branches  of  Uie 
Chebpeak  :  From  its  mouth  to  Gloucefter  the 
channel  is  deep  and  broad :  York  town  an4  Glou- 
oefter  confine  it  in  a  narrower  bed,  their  diftance 
not  exceeding  an  Englifh  mile  ^  when  the  water 
itgain  extends  itfelf,  and  for  feme  leagues  affords 
convenient  anchorage  to  flfips  of  any  burdeo. 
York  town,  before  the  war,  was  a  place  of  con-  ' 
fiderable  trade  :  Great  part  of  the  houfes  form 
one  (Ireet,  on  the  edge  of^  a  cliff,  which  overlooks 
theriver:  The  buildSngs  ftand  within  a  finallcom- 
pafs,  and  the  environs  of  the  town  are  interfefteil 
by  creeks  and  ravines.  Different  roads  from  Wil- 
liamlburgh  enter  York  in  feveral  direftions  ;  and 
the  main  route  to  Hampton  paffes  in  front  of  it. 

,  -The  ground  was  farveyed  (b)  as  foon  as  the  re- 

doubts on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  were  found 
to  be  in  a  tenable  condition,  and  works  were  pro- 
pofed  by  the  engineers :  After  feme  confideration, 
the  plan  was  approved  (c)  of,  and  the  troops,  af- 
ter levelling  fbme  boufes,  proceeded  to  conftru£t 
the  fortifications.  Working  parties  were  ordered 
from  all  the  corps,  except  the  legion,  who  re- 

(b)Ia»)teK.  (c)IaaoUK. 
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mained  at  tbe  adranccd  poft  with  fome  mounted  C  H  A  p- 
itifantry.  VI. 

After  tbe  aftioti  near  James  Ifland,  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette  had  retired  into  the  forks  of 
the  Pamunkey  and  Matapony,  whence  he  fent 
General  Wayne  with  a  corfB  acrofs  James  river. 
On  the  return  of  the  King's  troops  to  Williamf- 
burgh  neck,  he  called  in  his  detachment,  ad- 
vanced into  New-Kent  county  with  the  maid 
body,  and  difpatched  a  party  of  militia  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Gloucefter  to  annoy  the  Bri- 
cifh  foragers  in  that  quarter. 

While  the  infantry  of  the  line  were  em- 
ployed inconflruftii^  the  defences  of  York 
town  and  GloucclTcr,  the  Queen's  rangers 
and  the  legion  were  equally  aftive  in  colle£t- 
ing  forage  and  cattle  from  the  country  for  , the 
ufe  of  the  army.  Lieutenant-colonel  ^m- 
coe  managed  his  detachments  in  front  of  Gfou* 
cefler  with  great  dexterity,  and  mctj  in  confe- 
qtience,'with  tricing  interruption.  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  made  feveral  expeditions  to 
Wiliiamfburgh,  and  by  fuch  moves  covered  all 
the  country  for  the  foraging  parties  between  that 
place  and^^pton.  One  excurlion  wat  pu(hed 
farther  with  fuccefs  :  XietHenant-colonel  Aber. 
CTombie  with  the  light  infantry  proceeded  to 
WilHamlburgh,  whilft  the  legion  cavalry  advanced 
and  defeated,  with  very  Tittle  lofs,  about  three 
hundred  militia,  at  Ghifwell's  ordinary,  on  the 
Newcaftle  road.  The  unexpeftcd  appearance  of 
the  Britifli  dragoons  ftruck'the  Americans  wuh 
Juch  aftonifhment,  that  they  in  general  aban- 
doned their  arms,  without  firing,  and  retreated 
with  great  precipitation.. 

Near  the  end  of  Auguft,  the  Gaadaloope  of 
fwenly-eight  guns,  left  York  town,  to  pro* 
eeed  to  New  York  with  difpatches  from  Earl 
Cornwallis,  and  from  Captain  Symonds  of  the 
Cb^oD,    who  commanded  his  majedy's    ihipt 

i  m^        , 
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C  H  A  P.  in  the  Chefapeak.  At  thi>  period,  the  lea  ofEceri.j 
I  VI.  ^at  lead  fix  thoufand  Americans  and  French,  tOr  ' 
>  ■  '"'^  wardi  Maryland.  He  then  fays,  that  ihc  bed  way 
to  relieve  Eart  Cornwallis  ib  to  join  him  as  foon  as 
poflihle  with  about  four  thoufand  men  from  New 
York}  but  that  he  cannot  venture  to  move  until 
thepaffage  is  open.  Before  thefe  letters,  which 
doubtlefs  contained  the  whole  of  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton's information  on  the  fubjed,  reached  Virginia, 
Earl  Comwallis,  who  commanded  his  Majefty's 
troops  in  that  quarter,  had  explicit  intelligence 
unfdded  to  hii'n,  that  Count  d?  Graffe  had  blocked 
up  the  Chefapeak,  and  that  a  French  brigade  had 
been  conveyed  from  the  line-of-battlc  Inips,  up 
York  river,  to  join  the  American  forces  in  Vir- 
ginia :  That  Count  de  Gr^e,  on  fight  of  the  Eng- 
.  liih  fleet,  had  proceeded  out  of  the  capes  to  engage 
thetn,  and  that  Count  de  Barras's  divifion  from 
Rhode  ifland,  in  the  intermediate  time  had  arrived 
in  the  bay :  That  Count  de  Grafle  had  repulfed 
Admiral  Graves,  at  the  head  of  the  New  York 
and  Wed  India  fleets,  without  the  ailidance  of 
De  Barras's  (a)  fquadron,  or  of  four  fliips  and  a 
detachment  of  feventeen  hundred  feamen  left  in 
York  and  James  rivers  :  That  Genu»kWa(hiag- 
lon  and  Count  de  Rochambcau,  with  a  large 
body  of  troops,  were  marching  to  the  head  of 
Elk  in  Maryland,  in  order  to  concentrate  their 
force  in  Virginia :  That  the  French  fleet  had  (b) 
returned  triuiQphant  into  the  Chelapeak,  to  adifl 
and  protect  the  land  operations  of  the  French  and 
Americans  :  And,  that  the  fortifications  of  York. 
town  were  in  too  unhnilhed  a  (late  to  refid  a  for- 
midable attack.  Thefe  events  being  fully  known 
at  York  town,  and  many  of  tbem  totally  un- 
known at  New  York,  manifcded  to  Earl  Corn- 
wallts,  that  a  confederacy  was  forming  much  too 
powerful  for  him  to  oppofc,  and  that  there  cxifted 
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no  fub(^an(ial  rcafon  to  believe,  that  the  BritiOi  CHAP. 
cooiniander  in  chief  would  be  able,  cither  to  ^^' 
CQMitcra^t  the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  or  to  give 
fenbus  aJIidance  to  the  King's  troops  in  Virginia. 
A  review,  therefore,  of  paft  circum (lances,  and  a 
candid  conftru^tion  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  tei- 
ters,  as  effectually  recommended  an  attack  upon 
WiltiamibuFgh  before  the  arrival  of  Walhington, 
aa  did  either  the  weaknefs  of  that  pott,  or  the 
o^ernefs  of  the  allied  powers  to  complete  their 
combination.  That  this  concluAon  may  not  ba 
deemed  premature,  it  is  neceflary.to  defcribctho 
ftrength  oi  the  troops  at  this  time  under  the  oft 
ders  of  the  Englilh  and  American  commanders. 
Earl  Cornwallis,  when  the  French  and  Ame- 
.  ricans  look  poll  at  Witliamfburgh,  had  near  fix 
thouDand  men  fit  for  duty.  The  infantry  were 
all  good,  mod  of  ihcm  chofen  troops  i  the  de- 
tachment of  field  aitiUery  unequalled  ;.and  ths 
cavalry,  to  the  amount  of  four  hondred,  in  ex- 
cellent order.  Befides  this  regular  force,  there 
were  fufficient  numbers  of  marines,  feamen,  con- 
valeiccnts,  and  refugees,  to  have  manned  the 
batteries,  and  maintained  the  works  .at  York 
town  and  Gloucefter,  againft  any  attempt  of  the 
French  fleet  during  the  dsfence  of  the  BritiOi 
army.  Tbe  force  of  the  Marqais  dc  la  Fayette 
did  not  exceed  four  thoufand  fighting  men.  The 
full  complement  of  the  battali^  of  Agenois, 
Gatinots,  and  Touraine,  under  the  orders  of 
Count  de  St.  Simon,  was  eight  hundred  each  rer 
giment:  Not  more  than  two  thoufand -men,  (be 
volunteers  of  St.  Simon  inclufire,'  were  landed, 
who  were  in  a  very  fickly  ftate,  being  much  de? 
bilitated  by  fcurvy,  and  other  complaints  coii- 
traded  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  return  of  La 
Fayette's  and  Wayne's  brigades,  and  of  Steu- 
ben's eighteen-montbs  meo,  did  nbt  reach  feven- 
teen  hundred  lit  for  duty.    Tbe  militia  could  not 
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CHApr^-^^l'icutenant-colonclTarleton  vas  defircd  tora- 
vi  '  connoltre  thcpo&tion  of  La  Fayette  and  St.  Si- 
mon, and  to  ufe  every  expedient  to  obtain  aaA 
intelligence  of  tbeir  numbers.  After  Icveral  lpR« 
were  tent  out,  the  Britifh  dngooni  and  tvo  com- 
panies of  ttounted  infantry  advanced  AowaFds  tbe 
enemy.  A  picket  of  militia,  at  tbe  mill  dam  on 
the  Hampton  road,,  vas  diflodged,  and  tbc  ca- 
valry were  led  to  the  left  off  the  mun  route,  in 
order  to  force  another  detachment,  who  cofu- 
manded  the  fliore  of  James  river,  by  being  pofted 
on  the  cYiSs  which  overloodLcd  it.  This  |>sing  ae- 
compliflied,  and  a  difpoJuion  being  made  to  fe- 
cure  a  retreat,  Lieutcaam.coloaei  Tavleton  &- 
leded  three  oficers  and  fix  men,  well  mounted, 
to  proceed  with  hioi,  at  half  fpred,  to  the  righc 
of  the  encampment  at  WiUiamfburgb ;  whence, 
after  difcovering  the.  fituation  of  tbc  enemy,  vha 
.  had  taken  ground  near  tfae*coIlcge,  be  repaired 
unmcdefted  to  York  town.  Licutenaat-colonel 
Tarleton's  report,  and  a  return  of  the  French 
and  AmericaoB,  brAogbt  in  by  a  woman,  fug- 
gefted  to  Earl  Cornwallis  the  feafibility  of  an  at- 
tack.  It.  was  defigned  that  the  army  Aould  con* 
trivc  their  march,  fo  at  tp  be  able  to  commence 
the  a£tion  before  day.break :  That  time  va> 
deemed  eligible,  (jecaufe  the  ground  near  and  in 
Willlam&urgh  is  cut  by  feverat  ravines,  and  be- 
caufe  the  Bri^h  column,  in  advancing  on  the 
long  and  ftraigut  road  through  the  town^  would 
not  be  fo  much  expofcd  to  the  enemy's  cannon, 
under  cover  of  the  night,  as  during  the  day. 
'Vbis  plan  was  reafooable  and  judicious,  and  would 
probably  have  been  executed  with  fucwft. 

Another  dirpofiitoa  might  aKo  have  been  a- 
dopted.  A  body  of  two  thoufand  infantry,  with 
fix  or  eight  (ueces  of  actiUery,  might  have  been 
embarked  in  the.boats  of  the  navy  and  artpy,  and 
have  been  conveyed  into  Q.uceB*s,  or  Capabofack 
reek. 
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creek,  where  tbey  could  eafily  have  been  linded,  c  H  A  P. 
under  tbe  prote^ion  of  the  gallics  and  armed  VL 
veflels,  on  tne  flank,  or  in  the  rear  of  Williamf- 
burgh  ;  whilft  Ear!  Comwaltis,  with  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  his  infantry  and  cannon,  and  the 
whole  of  his  earalry,  approached  the  enemy  in 
front.  No  apprcbenfion  for  fq  powerfal  a  de- 
tachment  as  two  thoufand  men  could  be  enter- 
tained, if  the  main  army  movti  at  a  concerted 
period  to  the  objed  of  attack.  This  deiign  was 
cfteemec!  of  too  comfrfeza  nature.  Earl  Cornwaffii 
fixed  his  approbation  on  the  former  plan ;  and  was 
deliberating;  on  tbe  time  he  fliould  carry  it  into 
execution,  when  exprefflcs  froin  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, dated  in  the  beginning  of  September;  (M.) 
fiiying,  that  he  would  do  his  utmoft  to  reinrorce 
the  army  in  the  Cbefapeak,  or  make  every  diver- 
Son  in  his  power,  and  that  Admiral  Dlgby  was 
expefied  an  the  ooaft  i  retarded  the  projeA,  and 
finally  made  his  lordHrip  abandon  the  refolution  of 
attacking  La  Fayette. 

This  ebange  of  opinion  cannot  be  pafTcd  ove-r 
without  obferration.  When  Sir  Henry  Ointon 
wrote  his  firft  letter,  he  was  but  partially  ac- 
suainted  with  the  (late  of  affairs  to  the  (buthward. 
He  bad  heard  that  WaOiington  was  moving  from 
the  Jerfcys,  and  that  a  report  was  circulated  by 
the  Americans,  declaring  their  expectations  oF  a 
French  armament  on  the  coaft  :  Which  rumours, 
with  a  defcription  of  tbe  ftate  of  the  Britilh 
fleet,  atnouniing  to  nineteen  fail  of  the  line 
and  fome  fiftiesi  be  endeavoured  to  commu- 
nicate to  Earl  Cornwallis  by  a  duplicate 
and  triplicate  in  cypher.  At  the  time  of  vfrit- 
ing  his  fecond  letter,  be  bad  received  his  lord- 
fliip's  account  of  Dc  Graffe's  arrival  in  the 
Chcfapeak,  and  a  confirmation  from  the  country 
of  the  report  of  WaOiington's  movement,  with    *" '   ," 
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C  H  A  K  <:crs  imagined  that  the  Britilh  fleet  from  the  Weft 
VI.  Indies  would  be  difcovcred  off  the  capes  by  the 
frigate,  and  the  land  oncers  cxpc^cd  that  a  con-. 
fiderabie  body  of  troops  would  foon  arrive  from 
New  Yorky  to  ftreogthcn  the  King's  forces  for 
fotid  operations  in  Virginia,  and  liuwife-  to  gar< 
rifon  the  works  which  were  conftru&ing  for  the 
advantage  and  protection  of  both  army  and  navy. 
Tbefe  fuppofitions,  which  were  well  grounded, 
diffulcd  among  the  royalifts  general  fatisfadipn; 
but  their  profpefis  of  glory  were  fuddenly  ob- 
TiMpraMtifcured.  On  the  jath,  the  French  fleet,  of  twenty- 
Sw'cS*^  eight  fail  of  the  line,  from  the  Weft  Indies,  un- 
foX.  der  the  orders  of  the  Pount  de  Graffe,  entered 
the  Chefapeak.  The  advanced  guard  of  bit  fqua-. 
dron,  conliHing  of  the  Gtoncux,  a  coppered 
feventy-four,  and  the  Diligente  and  Aigrene  fri- 
gates, met  the  Guadaloupe  near  the  capes,  who, 
aot  underftanding  their  fignaU,  kept  aloof,  and 
afterwards,  by  fwiflnefs,  made  oood  acr  retreat 
to  York  town ;  wfailft  the  LoyalUt,  a  bad  twenty^ 
gun  {hip,  who  was  ftationed  in  the  bay,  after  a 
gallant  ftrugglc  in  the  mouth  of  the  channel,  fell 
into  the  po0cffion  of  the  French. 

The  Count  de  Grafle,  without  lofs  of  time, 
blocked  up  York  river  with  three  large  fliips  and 
fome  frigates,  and  moored  the  principal  part  of 
of  the  fleet  in  Lynhaven  bay.  Upon  his  arrival 
within  the  capes,  he  difpatchcd  information  of 
that  event  to  General  Waffaington  in  the  Jcrfeyt, 
and  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  was  en- 
camped near  the  Chickahomany.  The  difem- 
barkation  of  the  troops  brought  in  the  line-of- 
battlc  fhips  from  the  Weft  Indies  immediately 
took  place,  and  the  continental  army  in  Vtrginia 
advanced  to  the  Green  fprings  on  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember, to  form  a  jun^ion  with  the  Count  de 
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Sb Simon.    The  Marquis de  laFaycfte  ibon  sftcrCH  aP. 
moved  the  French  and  AmericaD»  to  Williamr-      VL 
burgh.-  ]X«^^u 

In  the  mean  time  Earl  Comwallis  pradired  (L)  wiiiiamc- 
various  means  to  fend  intelligence  to  New  York.  ^"^ 
of  the  fituation  and  force  of  the  French  fleet. 
Fatroles  of  the  legion  cavalry  were  continually  de- 
lacbed  to  the  fhores  of  James  and  York  rivers, 
and  daily  reported  to  his  lordfliip  every  occur, 
xcnce  .  worthy  oC  attention:  They  informed 
faim  of  the  movement  of  the  boats  with  troopi 
towards  the  Chickahomany,  and  of  the  different 
manoeuvres  of  the  Count  de  Graffe.  On  the  5th, 
the  French  fliipe  were  ob&rved  to  make  repeated 
ligaaU*  and  it  was  lix>n  difcovcred  that  an  Englilh 
iquadroo  was  approaching.  Notwithftuiding  the 
abfeaee  of  a  number  of  officers  and  Teamen,  cm- 
ployed  in  the  difembarkation  of  St.  Simon's  bri- 
gade, and  of  another  detachment  engaged  im 
procuring  water,  the  French  fleet  got  under  way, 
and  ftood  out  of  the  capes. 

This  ftate  of  hope  was  interrupted  by  (he  ar-  ' 
rival  of  Count  de  Barras's  divifion  in  the  Chefa- 
peak  from  Rhode  iOand.  Intelligence  foon  after 
reached  York  town,  that  Count  de  Grafle  had 
repulfed  the  Bntiifa  Jeet,  and  was  returning  to  the 
bay.  Before  this  period  accounts  were  brought 
to  Earl  Cornwallis  that  General  Wa{hington,with 
a  large  body  of  continentals,  and  Count  Rocham- 
beau,  with  the  French  army,  were  preparing  to 
form«a  jundion  with  La  Fayette,  by  defcending 
in  tranfports  from  the  head  of  Elk  river-  in  Mary- 
land, under  the  convoy  of  the  French  Aiips.  In 
this, fituation,  blocked  up  by  fea,  and  expoCed  to 
a  powerful  combination  on  wore,  £arl  Cornwallis 
turned  his  attention  towards  the  corps  already  ar. 
rived  at  Williamlburgh.      7„^..jV. 

Lieutenant* 
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C  H  A  p.  be  numerous  on  the  arrival  of  tbe  French,  1m* 

VL     rtofe  they  were  dirmtflcd  for  the  fiimmer  on  th* 

movement  of  the  King's  troops  for  Portfmoulh* 

•nd  tht  tim«  did  not  yet  aHow  a  large  body  to  be 

■fiembled. 

The  vulnerable  fituation  of  Willtam(burgh,  the 
comparative  ftate  of  the  two  armies,  the  uender 
hope  of  rcHef  for  one  party,  and  the  certain  re- 
inrorcements  which  were  approaching  the  othw, 
undoubtedly  fuggdted  vigorous  and  decifive  tnea- 
fnres  to  the  Rritifli  at  this  jundare  :  An  attack} 
therefore,  upon  La  Fayette,  as  it  was  reafonaMi 
and  judicious,  might  have  been  effedual  and  con- 
chifive.     Or,  the  Knowledge  Earl  CornwalKs  had 
of  public  afRtirs  at  this  period,  would  have  yiSti- 
fied  him  to  his  country,  in  taking  a  more  mo* 
mentous  ftep  than  attempting  bis  enemies  io  de- 
tail.   The  welt-grounded  probability  of  an  irre* 
fiftible  co-operation  in  the  Chefapeak  would  hart 
fully  vindicated  his  abandoning  Tork  town,  la 
order  to  proceed  to  South  Carolina;  and  the 
energy  of  fuch  a  refolution  would  have  defeated 
the  main  deflgn  of  the  French  and  Americans^ 
and  have  immortalized  bis  lordlhip^s  military  re- 
putation.    The  firft  of  thcfc  crtcrprizcs  might 
hare  been  ventured  upon  any  time  between  the 
6th  and  iSih  of  September;  and  the  tatter,  dur- 
ing  the   intcrvaV  of  De  Graffe's   rrtum   to  the 
Chefapeak,  and  the  arrival  of  thefiaron  de  Vio* 
menil  with  Count  de  Rochambeau's  army :  But, 
unfortunately,  neither  of  them  were  trierf^  and 
England  mud  lament  the  inactivity  of  the  King's 
troops,  Whether  it  proceeded  from  the  noble  Earl's 
mifconception,  or  from  the   fuggcftions  of  con- 
fidcntial  attendants,  who  conftmed  the  commander 
in  chiePs  letters  into  a  definirive  promife  of  re- 
lief. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  detachment  of  the  royal 

navy,  and  the  mailers  of  tranfportt  and  private 
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Teffcls,  Hocked  op  in  York  rivtr,  contributed  c  H  A  P. 
their  ^ftahce  to  the  garrifons  of  York  town  and  VI. 
Gloncefter :  Befides  foppl^ing  tbe  troops  with  - 
cannon,  ammuhhioD,  proviHons,  cordage,  jind 
tiibcr  jtores  nt^cefTary  For  a  fiege,  they  fitted  out 
feveral  fire  vcffcts,  with  an  intention  either  to 
burn  or  dittodge  the  French  {hips  in  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  Captain  Palmer  toot  the  command  of 
tbia  fittle  fquadron,  and  proceeded  at  the  head 
of  it  iQ  hit  own  firefliip,  the  VuTcan.  A  dark  - 
night  concealed  the  purpble  i  and  the  weather,  . 
the  tide,  and  the  current,  favoured  the  defcent  to 
the  enemy:  But  the  impatience,  or  the  want  of 
refolution  of  the  officers  and  failors  of  (he  tranC> 
ports,  foo'n  rendered  all  advantages  uTclers.  Thefe, 
h'y  pacing  tbe  match  to  the  combuftibles  without 
orders^  and  at  a  great  difUnce,  awakened  the  at- 
tention of  tbe  French,  expofed  the  whole  dcfiga 
to  their  view,  and  brought  a  heavy  cannonade 
Upon  Captain  Palmer,  tvho  would  otherwife  have 
been  able  to  grapple  a  Imc-ofbattlfc  ftip.  Wheii 
his  crew  manned  tbe  boat?,  and  threatened  to  for- 
fake  him,  he  reTu£tantly  quitted  th^  Vulcan^  who^ 
though  kindled  too  foon,  Inuch  difconcerted  the 
«hole,  and  in  fotne  degree  endangered  one  of  the 
French  men  of  war. 

Every  day  advanced  the  ftate  of  the  Britifli 
vorks,  and  forwarded  the  combination  of  the 
Americans  afi^d  French.  Before  General  Wa(h- 
}ngton  an^  jCodnt  RochambcaH,  with  a  fmall 
train,  arrived  at  WiHiamiburgh,  (a)  the  defences  ***"^ 
of  GiDucefter  were  nearly  completed.  At  York, 
the  labour  of  the  infantry  made  a  confidcrabte 
progrcfg,  both  Vn  the  fortifications  of  tbe  town, 
and  in  forming  field  w.orks  for  an  outward  pofu 
tion.  The  parts  of  the  country  lying,  between  ■ 
York  and  the  American  outpoll,  and  thence  to 

Point 
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CHAP  Point  Comfort,  were  foraged  by  the  cavalry  of 

VI.    the  legion.    The  pickets  of  militia  at  the  mill 

dam,  on  the  Hampton  toad  to  Willlamiburgh^ 

were  often  iDfulled  and  drove  in  by  the  Britilh 

dragoons,  that  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  might 

confer  with  a  fpy,   who  refided  beyond  them. 

By  this  means,  and  by  fending  boats  in  the  night 

Qp  York  river,  conftant  intelligence  was  obtained. 

Cawrai      On  the  i6th,  Earl  Cornwallis  was  informed  that 

Wiibiu-     a  large  body  of  troops  had  arrived  in  James  river 

cM^num-  from  the  head  of  Elk  and  Baltimore,  and  that  the 

S  'i.^'  forces  of  France  and  America  were  aflembling  at 

"^"^  Williamtburgh.  (b) 

At  this  period,  the  labour  which  had  been  be- 
llowed on  the  outward  pofition  at  York  town, 
had  improved  its  natural  advantages,  and  render* 
ed  it  in  every  refpeft  convenient  for  the  King's 
troops.  The  right  relied  on  a  fwamp  which  co- 
vered the  right  of  the  town :  A  large  redoubt  was 
conftruflcd  beyond  it,  ctofe  to  the  river  road  from 
Williamfburgh,  and  completed  with  fraizing  and 
abbatis.  The  Charon,  Guadaloupe,  and  other 
armed  veflcls,  were  moored  oppofite  to  the 
fwamp;  and  the  town  batteries  commanded  all 
the  roads  and  caufeways  which  approached  it. 
On  the  right,  at  the  head  of  the  morafs,  two  re- 
doubts were  placed,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  main 
Williamftjurgh  road.  The  center  was  protefted 
by  a  thin  wood,  whofe  front  was  cut  down,  with 
the  branches  facing  outwards.  A  field  work, 
mounted  with  cannon,  was  ere£led'on  the  left  of 
the  center,  to  command  the  Hampton  road.  A 
deep  ravine,  and  a  creek,  which  incrcafed  till  it 
reached  York  river,  covered  the  left.  Trees 
were  felled,  fiechcs  were  thrown  up,  and  bat- 
teries were  conflrufted,  aflhe  points  which  were 
deemed  moH  vulnerable.    The  diftance  between 
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the  heads  of  the  fvamp  and  creek»  which  em-  CHAP, 
braced  the  flanks  of  the  town,  did  not  exceed  half      VL 
a  mile.    The  face  of  the  country,  in  front  of  this 
line,  was  cut  near  the  center  by  a  morafs,  and, 
excepting  this  break,  the  ground  was  plain  and 
open  for  near  two  thoufand  yards.    An  excellent  * 
field  artillery  was  placed  to  the  greateft  advan- 
tage by  Captain  Rochefort,  who  commanded  in 
that  department. 

In  this  pofitton  Earl  ComwalliG*  infantry  were 
encamped,  with  the  legion  in  front  of  the  left, 
when  the  combined  army  prepared  to  advance.  ' 
A.  picket  in  front  of  a  working  parly  on  the 
right,  gave  notice  on^he  28ih,  that  the  enemy 
were  approaching.  The  French  cbafleurs  and 
grenadiers  made  tbetr  appearance  (c)  before 
noon.  Lieutcnant-colonel  Abercrombie  drew  the 
light  infantry  picket  nearer  to  his  corps.  The 
French  formed  acrofs  the  main  Williamfburgh 
road  with  great  circumfpedion.  At  four  o'clock 
the  fame  dav,  the  videttes  of  the  legion  informed  ' 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  that  a  body  of 
French  and  Americans  had  paffird  the  fwamp 
which  divided  the  ground  in  front  of  the  royal 
army,  and  that  they  were  extending  towards  the 
left  flank  of  the  legion.  The  cavalry  were  im< 
mediately  mounted,  and  formed  into  three  fqua- 
drons  in  front  of  the  Britifh  center.  In  this 
fituation  they  watched  for  an  opportunity  of 
ftriking  at  any  detachment  who  might  pafs  the 
Hampton  road:  But  the  enemy  were  cautious, 
and  caitonaded  the  legion  dragoons  acrofs  the 
morafi,  who  retired  at  funfet  to  Moore's  hoafe, 
within  the  outward  polition. 

The  next  morning  the  continental  infantry 
marched  in  columns  to  ihc  right  of  the  com- 
bined forces,  caufeways  being  coallruded  in  the 
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Chap,  ^^t  0^^  t^  morsfs.  A  few  caiinoft  ikot  were 
VL  fired  from  the  Britift  work  «m  the  Hampton 
roid,  and  fome  rrffemcn  ficirmifhed  with  the 
piclets  of  the  Anfpach  battaliotis  o\i  the  fcft. 
.  The  two  armies  obfcrvcd  each  other  with  cautrous 
attention,  and  tiothtng  materiaf  occurred  withiii 
or  without  the  lines  till  evening,  when  an  cxprefs 
Itoat  reached  York  ttiwn,  wrth  a  fewer' (O)  fronl 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Earl  Cornwatiis.  The  com* 
inand»  m  chief  advifcd  bis  lordfhip  of  the  ar* 
rival  of  Admiral  Digby  with  three  fliips  from 
Europe^  and  communicated  the  determination  of 
the  f enerat  and  flag  officers'at  New  Toi'k,  to  eAi. 
bark  a  confld'erable  corps  hi  the  Bncifli  fleet, 
which  would  pTobably  fail  from  that  place  on  the 
cth  of  Oflober  towards  the  Chefapeak.  To  this 
fetter  is  attributed  the  order  for  the  BritKh  troops 
to  quit  (f  J  the  outward,  and  retire  to  the  inner 
pofitlon,  which  Was  accompliflied  before  day- 
break. 

The  works  erefled  for  the  pratcftion  of  York  - 
towA,  conHfted,  on  the  right,  of  redoubts  and 
batteries,  with  a  line  of  ^bckade  in  the'reiir, 
«hich  fupponed  a  high  parapet  of  earth.  The 
redoubts  were  fui'niOied  with  fraizing  and  ab- 
batis.  A  mai-ftiy  ravine" (a)  lay  in  front  of  the 
right,,  over  which  was  placed  a  large  redoubt, 
with  a  good'  ditch,  fraizing,  and  abbatis:  The 
mofafs  extended  along  the  center,  which  .was  dc- 
fende'd'by  a  line  of  ftockade,  and  by  battepies 
that  looked  upon  all  the  avenues  to  the/wamp': 
On  the  Jeft  of  the  center,  was  a  horn  work,  with 
a  ditch,  a  row  of  fraize,  and  an  abbatis:  Some 
cmbrazures  for  cannon  were  at  prefent  open  in 
this  work.     The  left  was  fortified  by  redoubts, 

\0)  NotcO.  (P)  Not<  p. 


cotnmunications  of  earth,  and  batteKcs,  wbichCffA^*' 
were   all  fumifHed    with  fr^^iaing,   but  vmb'oirf     VI. 

ftoekade  or  abbat's.  Two  redoubts  were  advanced 
beforcthe  left,  which  were  fmall,  and  not  fo  well 
ftnifhcd  as  that  in  front  of  the  right.  The  ground 
in  front  of  .the  left  wis  in  fome  parts  on  a  level 
with  the  works,  in  others  cut  by  ravines,  qn<i 
altogether  very  convenient  for  the  befiegcn; 
The  fpacc  within  the  works  was  cscccdmgly  nar* 
row,  not  large  enough  for  retrenchments,  and, 
except  under  the  cliff,  expofed  to  enfilade. 

A  view  of  the  plan,  as  well  as  this  dcfcription, 
muftfuggeft,  that  the  retreat  to  the  fortification* 
of  the  town  was  a  meafure  (O)  prematurely 
adopted :  That  the  ground  and  compafg  of  thi 
outward  pofition  rendered  it  ftrong,  and  well 
adapted  to  the  nature  and  number  of  the  King's 
troops:  That  an  attack  in  it  was  a  circumllacce 
earneftiy  to  be  defired  by  the  Britifh  ;  but  would 
Certainly  not  have  been  attempted  by  the  allict 
before  they  received  their  heavy  cannon,  aad  ad- 
vanced by  regular  approaches :  That  this  latter 
afiertioQ  is  verified  by  the  cautious  conduft  of  the 
French,  whofe  dcfign  of  faving  men,  brought 
with  Extreme  difficulty  from  Europe,  was  mani- 
feftcd  duriny  the  whole  fiegc :  That  great  time 
would  have  been  gained  by  holding  and  difputing 
the  ground  mc'h  by  inch,  both  to  finifli  the  worlu 
of  York  town,  and  to  retard  the  operationt  of 
the  combined  army ;  That  no  foddcn  dan^ 
could  be  apprehended  by  vigilant  troops,  with 
proper  precautions,  and  the  advantageous  de- 
fences conftrufted  on  the  outward  pofition^  anfl 
that  the  relinquilhing  it,  to  coop  ihc  troops  up  in 
the  coniraded  and  unfinilhed  works  of  rork 
town,  onexpcftedly  baftened  the  ftrrcoder  of  the 
Brhi^  army. 
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C  M  A  P.     At  dawn,  Licuteoant  Cameroo  o[  the  legion 
VI.    vu  direded  to  make  at  many  ptifoners  as  he 
could  with  a  fmalV  detachment  of  |uc|Led  dra- 
goons.   He  fell  in  with  a  reconnoiteriDg  party  at 
day-break :  He  charged  them  though  fuperior  ta 
Duoibert  without  befttation,  and  brought  off  C07  - 
ionel  Scammell,  who  was  wounded  in  attempting 
to  retreat.    Imnicdiatcly  after  funrifc,  the  Ame-    , 
ricari  and  French  generals  had  notice  that  the 
Britifli  army  had  retired  into  York  town,    fhc 
cotaibined  forces  appeared  moving  tn  fcveral  cor   - 
lumns;  and  an  anault  wat  more  to.  be  appre- 
hended before  ten  o'clock  that  momiog  than  at 
any  precedent  01'  fut^quent  period,  till  the  codit 
ptetion  of  the  fecond  parallet.     The  luiBni&ed. 
flateof  the  works,  the  want  of  abbatis,  the  bad- 
nefs  of  the  pofition,  and  the  difficulty  of  arran|r, 
ing  both  the  troops  and  the  artillery,  would  h^ve 
rendered  the  attempt   not    very  hazardous, ..  if 
Geseral  Wafliington  had  either  been  acquainted 
.vithjbere  circumftances,  or  had  reafoD-to  doubC 
the  Tuperiority  of  the  French  navy  in  the  Amc,- 
rican  Teas.    In  the  courfe  of  the  forenoon  thp. 
allies  took  pofleflion  of  the  ground  abaodooed  by 
.the  Brttifl),  and  felt  the  redoubt  in  front  of  the 
:rigbt,  whence  they  were  rcpulfcd  hj  the  zad  jre- 
Yscktowo  giment  (tationed  in  that  quarter.    The  wora^s  (a) 
btcOtd.     vhich  had  been  conftru£ted  on  the  gorge,  be- 
tween the  beads  of  the  creeks,  proved  of  coi^- 
fiderable  utility  to  the-combined  (d)  forces:rTbe 
addition  of  ooC  tedoiibt,  and  the  clofmg  the 
Jecbe  on  the  Hampton  road,  ferved  equally  to  in- 
.veft  the  town,  and  to  protcd  their  own  encamp- 
,  .ment. ,    ■ . 

,-    Oh  the  I  ft  and  ad  of  O^ber,  advanced  4c- 
^tachments  of  the  allies,  with  general  officers,  and 
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engineers,  rccodnoitered  the  Brrtiib  lines.    It  was  CHAP, 
feon  evident,  (he  principal  attack  would  be  di-      Vt 
re^d  ftgainft  the  left.    A  few  cannon  fhot  wert 
fired  from  the  embrazures  which  looked  upon  ihp 
works  the  enemy  were  .fiaiOiing  on  the  gorge: 
Lvge  parties  of  infantry  were  employed  on  (bv 
Baagazines  in  the  town,  and  at  the  outward  n-   ' 
doubts  upon  the  left.    In  the  cvehing,  the  *<"uofctar. 
gion  catalry  and  mounted  infantry  were  pafled 
DTcr  the  river  to  Gloucefter.  '  At  day-break  in 
the   mocning.   Lieutenant ■'Oidonet  Dundas,  wh»  ' 
cotnunandcd  that  poft,  led  out  detachments  from  ' 
all  the  corps  in  bis  garrifoB  to  forage  the  country 
in  from.    About  three  miles  from  Gloitefter  the 
waggomahd  the  bat  borfes  vere  loaded  with  !■■  ' 
dino  corn,  and  at  ten  o'clock  the  infantry  of  the 
covering  party  b^an  to  return.    The^  rear  guard« 
compofed  of  dragoons,  formed  an  ambufcadefor 
loipe  militia  horrcmen  who  made  ihftir  appear&nce, 
aqd  who  came  near  enough  to  give  tacSt  to  the 
ftrattgcm.    The  waggons  and  infantry  had  nearly 
ranched  York  river  before  the  cavalry  began  to 
retreat.     When  they  bad  proceeded  to  the  wood 
in  front  of  Gloucefter,  Lieutenant  Cameron,  who 
■h^  been  (ent  vrith  a  patrole  to  the  rear,  reported^ 
ttut  the  enemy  were  advancing  in  force.    A  £o- 
Iifinn  of  dnft,  and  afterwards  fome  French  huf- 
fyrSf  became  vifible. 

Fart  of  the  legion,  of  the  17th,  land  of  Sim* 
(kk's  dragoons,  were,  ordered  to  faee  about  in 
the  wood,  whilft  Liedtenant^olonel  Tarleton^ 
iirith  Lieutenant  Cameron's  party,  reconnoitered 
the  enemy.  The  fupctibrity  of  their  borfes  en- 
abled this  detachment  to  (kirmi(h  fucccrifuUy  with 
%^e  hu0ars  of  Lauzon.  At  this  point  of  time, 
Brigadicr-gencral  de  Chbify-  was  moving  down 
the  road  with  a  corps  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  to 
fallain  his  people  in  front,*  and  the  Englilh  rear 
guard  was  forming  at  the 'edge  of  a  wood  up- 
• .  C  c'»  -watdi 
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CHAP,  wsrdftof  a  mtle  difbmt,  in  fight  of  the&ifmHh 
VI.  upon  the  intennediate  plain ;  when  a  dragoon's 
troife  of  the  BritUli  legion,  plunged,  on  being 
ftruck  with  a  fpcar  by  one  of  the  hulani,  (3)  aiu 
bverthrew  Lieutenant-colonel  Taileton  and  his 
boffe.  This  circumftance  happening  £0  much 
nearer  to  the  body  of  the  French  than  the  Bridft 
cavalry,  excited  an  apprehenlion  ia  the  latter  for 
the  farety  c^  their  commanding  officer.  Impelled 
by  this  idea,  the  Vhole  of  the  £ngltfli  rear  guard 
fet  out  fiill  fpoed  from  its  diftant  fituation,  and  ar- 
rived in  fuch  diforder,  that  its  charge  vras  unable 
to  make  imprdHon  upon  the  Duke  of  Laozun's 
huffars,  vho  at  this  period  were  formed  upon  the 
plain.  Meanwhile  Tarleton  efcaped  tlw  enemy, 
and  obtuned  another  horfe,  when  perceiving  the 
broken  ftate  of  his  cavalry,  occafioned  by  their 
anxiety  for  his  fafety,  and  which  now  precluded 
all  vigorous  efforts,  he  ordered  a  retreat,  to  afford 
them  opportunity  of  reoovering  from  dieir  coniii- 
fion.  At  three  hundred  yards  from  the  French 
Iquadrons  he  difmounted  forty  infantry,  juft-oHBe 
Up  under  Captain  Champagne,  and  placed  them  in 
a  thicket  on  his  right :  The  ^re  of  this  party  re- 
ftrained  the  enemy's  buftars,  and  the  BritiJh  were 
foon  rallied.  A  difpofition  was  inftantly  made  to 
charge  the  front  of  the  huffu's  with  one  hundred 
and-tifty  dragoons,  whilft  a  detachment  wheeled 
'  upon  their  flank  :  No  (hock,  howevo-,  took  place 
between  the  two  bodies  ^f  cavalry  j  the  French 
huffars  retired  behind  their  infantry  uid  a  mime- 
rous  militia  who  had  arrived  at  the  edge  of  the 
plain.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  upon  receiv- 
ing jjart  of  their  fire  from  behind  a  rail,  again 
ordered  the  retreat  to   be  ■  founded.     Many  at- 
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tempts  were  made  afterwards  to  detach  the  French  C  H  A  p. 
buffan  from  their  infimtry,  but  they  were  all  in-  VI. 
effefhial.  The-troops  between  whom  thUfldr- 
miO)  happened  ctrnfilted  of  tbe  rear  guard  of  an 
EngUQi(e)  foraging  party,  oppofed  to  Brigadier 
de  Choify,  at  the  head  of  great  part  of  the  corps 
fent  to  blockade  Glotfcefter.  Tlie  Britiih  troops 
bad  one  officer  and  eleven  men  killed  and  wout^^ 
ed.  The  French  (4.)  bad  two  officers  and  fourreeh 
fauffars  kilted  and  wounded.  The  next  day,  Ge* 
beral  de  ChoUy,  being  reinforced  by  a  detachmeat 
of  marines,  proceeded  to  cutoff  all  communica> 
tions  between  the  country  and  Glouceftier. 

At  York  town  the  King's  troops  worked  \vith 
■great  induftfy,  and  Aey  were  not  interrupted  be- 
jore  the  enemy  cq>ened  their  batteries  ;  the  Bri- 
ilJQi  artiHory,'  however,  was  conftantly  employed 
Iq  impeding  the' labour  of  the  combined-army. 
Oh  the  night  of  the  6th,  a  large  detachment  oT 
■Americah  and  French  troops  made  confidcraWe 
-progrefs  in  the  iirft  (a).parallei,  which  extended 
from  the  high  ground  abore  the  river,  along  the 
1^  of  the  Briuih  Hne|^  as  far  as  the  ravine  that 
fapbroactad  tbe  bomwork,  occupied  by  the  tight 
mrantry.  The  length  of  the  patallel  was  about  . 
one  thoufand  yards,  and  its  diftance  from  the 
]dHce,  in  general,  fix  hundred.  The  Americans 
guarded  the  trenches,  and  conduced  the  attack 
upon  the  right  of  ttie  combined  forces  ;  the  French 
upon  the  left :  Tbe  emulation  of  the  officers 
'commuhicated  Zft:d-to  tlje  fotdiery.  Works  werfe 
aMb  commoficed  by  Ae  French  on  the  Britilh,  im- 
mediately oppoike  -to  the  redoubt  garrifoned  by 
the  2^A  TOTHient.  The  batteries  of  the  allies 
opened  on  me  afternoon  of  the  9th.  Two  days 
cannonade  clearly  d^onftrated  the  badnefs  of  the 

(c)  Id  sole  Z. 
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C  H  A  p.  pofition  o£  the  Kin^s  troops,  4iid  t)ie  weaknds 
VI.  of  the  defences.  The  circle  within  the  line*  pre* 
fented  no  place  of  fecurity  except  under  .the  c^, 
and  the  fortifications  were  fpon  confideraUy  da- 
maged by  the-  Qiot  and  fhells  of  the  enemy. 
.  About  this  period.  Major  (SI  Codirane  arrived 
,  .  with  a  fti^patdi  from  the^commandn'  in  chief; 
vherebj  Earl  CorhwaUis  wa<  acquainted  with  the 
fiate  of  the  Britifh  navy  at  New  York,  uid  the 
uncertainty  of  any  move  from  that  quarter  t»- 
wards  the  Che^ieik.  Every  line  of  Sir  Hairy 
Clinton's  letter  defcribed  the  circumftances  which 
might  delay  bis  prpgrefs,  and  ezprefied  anxiety 
for  the  fituation  of  Earl  Qomwallu  ;  and  it  con- 
cluded by  requiri^  his  lordfkip's  opinian  refpeft- 
ing  any  oivetiion  (nat  he  could  make  to  cover  the 
tetrcat  of  the  Britiffi  forces  from  Y^wk  town  and 
Cloucefter.  The  litoatton  of  the  Virginia  array 
becoming  every  day  more  oritical)  and  all  bt^et 
of  relief,  which  could  at  no  time  have  been  iaa- 
Kuine,  having  now  totally  vaniOied,  there  appear- 
ed no  likely  meafure  to  reTcue  At  flower  of  the 
.  King's  troops  from  captivity  except  their  own  per- ' 
fonal  exertion.  8oon  after  the  arrivaltfof  Major 
.  Cochrane,  it  was  offered  as  advice  to  Earl  Com- 
wallisj  to  eracuUe  the  miferablr  works  of  York 
town ;  where  every  hour  both  of  day  and  niriu, 
was  an  hour  of  watching  an4  danger  to  the  officer 
and  foldier  ;  wfaete  every  gun  w%g  cbTmouated  as 
foon  as  Oiewn  ;  and  vidiere  a  koig  defence,  againA 
friperior  numbers  and  fuperior  artillery,  was  (T) 
utterly  bt^elefs.  To  abandon  fortificationB  that 
were  not  tenable,  and  adopt  a  defign,  which,  if. 
this  juD^ure,  had  every  prqhatiiUty  of'  fucceJsg 
was  equally  honourable  apid  juiiUcious.  The  de- 
ftruftion  of  the  royal  army^  if  it  remained  ip 
York  town,  was  inevitable :  The  iate  of  the  beft. 
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pan  of 'it,  in  attemp^gtopafs  thro'u^  thecoun-CHAP. 
try,  was  doubtfiiL  The  plan  propofed  pointed  VL 
out  tke  (Mility  (rf"  treatjwrting  a  large  body  of  in- 
fentry  in  the  m'gfct  to  GkwceAer,  the  TulnertWe 
fitaatbn  of  BrigatHer-general  de  Choify'scorps, 
and  Ae  pra&icability -of  attaining  one  han> 
dnft'miloE  diftance  by  rapid  marches-;  when  a  de^ 
<»oiinati(Hi  might  be  formed^  from  the  ciruiifi- 
fttoees  which  then  prefented  tberaTelves,'  wheth^ 
a  fouAward  or  a  northward  route  would  be  piol^ 
adyantageouB  for -the  Britift  forces. 

"Hie  obftacles  to  this  enterprize  will  be  dlfolay^ 
e6i  and  in  a  great  meafure  removed,  by  defcnbinff 
fhe  relative  fituadona  of  York -town  and  OlouceE 
ter,  -the  means  of  evacuadng  them,  the  nature  of 
the  country  through  which  me  BLing**  forces  were" 
to  pafs,  ami  the  quality  and  number  of  thetroopt 
to  be  employed  on  the  occafioa,  Tlie  batak  of 
the  TTver  and  the  fliape  oi  the  ctiff,  at  York  town, 
are  eoncave  :  Tlie  points  being  poflefled  by  Uie 
BritKh,  all  operadons  oil  the  Ao^  were  conceded 
horn  the  enemy.  Hie  army  had,  eKlufive  of  th^ 
navy,  many  boats  and  mudi  ^mzll  cra&,  Wiichj 
properly  manned,  could  tranfport  twdve  buncb«d' 
tn&ntry  at  a  trip*  and  with  the  affiftance  of  t&6 
navy,  above  two  thoufand.  No  difficulties  oc* 
cur,  therefore,  to  impede  great  part  of  the  troc^ 
Mthdrawing  in  die  night,  emteuUng,  croffiiw 
Ae  river,  and  deftroying  the  boat*  aner  the  ptt 
fage.  Gloucefter  waa  not  befiaged ;  Brindier  de 
.  Choify  onlr  blockaded  thait  poft  mth  Ae  Duke  it 
Lauzun's  Icgioo,  (Aree  hundred  and  fifty  mtA) 
tevea  hundred  m^ines,  and  twelve  hundraj  mil^ 
^ }  which  coipft  he  enlf^oyed  in  the  followia j 
Btanner:  The  mam  body  imre  encamped  uptt 
theplun,  diree  nHet  fnm  Gltmcefter,  b^uod  a 
flight  al^batb,  and  a  large  detachment  was  ad- 
vanced to  a  narrow  wood,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
in  t^eir  ftom  ;  vbere,  abom  diis  time,  a  w<nJc  ^ 
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CHA P.vat  ^qnuqancfd,  vhidi  ym  not  half  fkuAed 
V>r  wbcD  ^  capUvLUcwn  vwfign^lftt  TqtIu  Th« 
nanue  ^  Brigade  CboifT*^ :  pofitkui,  aad  thu, 
jfiuze4  ^xuUty  of  ^  dr«Qp6«'Coul(inottlir«at«l  a 
yery  fijrniubblie  r^fiflaoce,.  The  diffic^Ujc  o£  bis 
^^iiowutg  »  fall?  i&oin  <^  r«ai  attack  ia  tbc^dark, 
wotuld,  iQ  all  ikK^ahiliiyj  io  divide  tv  vdbliiaiaa 
9iulbis£9rps,  tbat  be  would  be  beat  in  oetailr  A 
fi^ppofitipn  that  the  Britifli  fwcei  fe^eded  M  the 
l^veatent  thfough.thQ  (;Qutui7  ^oiUd  be  dijivea 
hnkiiLto  Gtouc^fter,  could  aot  foramomwtba 

■  llie  couatrf  between  the  R^^pahaaoek  ^ 
^ork  :nver,  was  as  ricb  and  plendiiil  m  any  jwt 
'pf  A^Aenca;,  apd  -had  not  during  the  whoie  war 
1^«en  invaded  or-  deftroyed. :  It  ^bouo^^  with 
iprain,  cajtt^  aQdhoiie?;  The  feafonof  dieycv, 
^oj  was  jiu-ticul^rly  £iivow4>^ij9a  account  c^ 
Qroviflpas  and  £c«i|ige:  The.  iIi^iaT)  corn,  which. 
Qj^>U«^i9^:  Iff ead:  Md  fodder,  .^sjull  coll^^ed 
|a4  Ai^ed..  '}The-^di^Wtc»  of  one  buiulred  mila 
^ding  obtaiwdi  H  .would  th^n  bs  optiooable  for- 
fhe  BrttiAi^-jeneral,  "ekbentp'poiat  hiscourfeto* 
Vfx^  I%}lifi«^bf»i:  (a)  upw  wtncb,  {H-evioifs  to 
J^d!^^kfitwJ*;^oia,Yprk  tpwfl,  hi?  inightreq^eft 
4i«  oommr^idcr  ^^  cfnef  to  mak9<^  atteippt,  in 
t^ifiT  Xo,fojsa,i,-.jfi9&i<mf  and  ^vour  hisiBtreat; 
i^y  t(hdire^-Mi(iim%rch  to  the  fouthward,  having 
is^cbed  -^  CitiVkattmn  high  enougjb.  in  die  country* 
^  pais  all. [bp,-, Inters  at  their-^iiRi^  andby. this 
^(If^eaQs  ac^oir^  once  more  a  i«arked  fup^riority  in 

.i:.ypwaTdfto^lbt^  tbou^nd  5bck«4  i^^try,  and 
^l^biMidi:^^  <;%valry,andEaoai)tad'in^tfitrytCOuid 
it^fJY'be  wi|i)dfaipa,  and  nii^  witbprofHrietyb? 
tein^^yfd^  forming  the  rdt«9iuu.  IVvtofd^lbot 
J|M)  bem  icQwfte)|i$^to  Ipqg  m^clu*,  b^iHrpyi<> 
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fitOk  Sftd  tmtetat  liudlh'ips :  Thef  hSd  tftverfed  C  HA  P. 
the  fefltbem  provinces,  and  had  furnWuAted  sd-  "* 
DBM^  iaetediUe  dificulties  without  murmuring  or 
defcttiom :  The  other  cor(x  were  equally  cap^Ie 
iad  Eealous,  and  only  reqiiji-ed  a  trial  to  g«lit 
equal  glory  :  The  tight  baggage  of  die  officers 
tAigte  be  ^Kufisd  upon  horfes,  but  do  waggoni  al- 
lowed Sat  it ;  all  the  officers  woold  have  patiently 
and  cfaearfully  acquiefced  in  this  necefbry  com- 
mand :  1  he  troops,  bodi  infentry  and  caralry, 
fttould  be  fnpplieid  with  three  days  provifions  at 
Gloucefter,  to  carry  on  thdr  backs  :  Turcnty 
waggons  with  good  horfes  nlight  be  provided  j  in 
three  of  which,  boats  with  cordage  and  pioneersi 
{mjdementE  ffiould  be  conveyed  ;  a  number  of  ar- 
tifices and  failors  would  readify  attend  thefe  ufe- 
jbl  appendages  i  The  other  waggons  could  be 
to»leil  with  Q<nir,  &lt,  and  anuAunitioA.  AH  Ae 
6eld  artillery  in  Gloucefter  might  be  employed 
wainil  the  neighbouring  pod  of  the  enem^r ;  but 
antr  that  event,  the  number  'fltould  be  limited  to 
foot  or  fix  l^t  pieces.  The  cavalry  had«hea^ 
tquitted  York  town,  and  were  in  good  order  :'  A 
body  of  infimtry  could  be  mounted  on  the  fpare 
hones  of  die  quarter-mafter  general  awl  aMllery 
dqiartmoits,  then  in  Gloucelter.  Detaclimenti 
C^  dragt>on8  and  mounted  infantry  might  A&  ad- 
fintageoufly  together,  either  to  guard  tM  fVont  or 
Bk  rear  of  the  army,  to  feize  provifionsj  to  (e^ 
fure  defiles,  or  to  move  rapidly  and  Vigbroiifly 
«pon  any  emergency.  Many  horfes  wobld-  nn^ 
doubtedly  fall  into  the  poflfeffion  of  the  BrJftfH  itt 
the  affair  vrith  the  Brigadier  deGhoify,  and  mahy 
hundreds  tfiight  be  colle^ed  from  the  populeui 
counties  in  the  vicinity  of  the  RappahaAock.  The 
ftitifh  dragoons,  who  were  fuperior  in  niiinbei', 
faid  much'better  mounted,  would  prefs  the  fai^^ 
of  Lauzun  to  extremity,  bemg  fully  fenHMec? 
the  necelEty  tad  utility  r^  filch  an  erefat)  antf 
WPuW 
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CH  AP.  would  afterwards  employ  tbemfttretaffi^Mii^  to 
V/,  procure  all  the  horfes  within  their  reach  :  b  is, 
therefore,  not  incrediUe  but  that  horfet  wodbi^ 
taken  and  found,  to  mount  naar  half  the  BritiAi 
infuitry,  before  they  had  proceeded  fifty  niilet 
from  Glooccfter. 

tt  is  not  unfeafonable  to  form  fome  refle&kmt 
upon  the  mearures  the  combined  army  would  adaoj^ 
in  confoquence  of  this  movemtot  of  the  Britdb* 
After  taking  fKifTefEon  of  York  town,  the  gene> 
iaU  would  natiually  fepd  to  the  Freud)  fleets  for 
boats  :  This  circumftance,  togetberwithcouiurik 
of  war,  and  correfpondence  with  th?  admiral 
would  certainly  confumc  a  period  of  three  days 
before  .any  important  deiign  could  be  detomwed 
on  for  executions  A  dtviiion  of  troop?  w6uld 
then  probably  be  foot  to  the  hefid  of  the  Ghctkr 
peak  i  another  up  James  river,  and  a  third  wcMd 
perhaps  be  ordered  to  follo^  the  route  of  the  JMit 
tilh  army-  But  notwithftanding  all  ^^  pteveih 
tjye  m^u'cs,  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  .tp  harals* 
fo,  ft(^.  or  to  encompafs  the  King's  troops, ..^thr 
'  *  out  a  fup<;rior  cavalry,  muft  prove  fruitier.  Many, 
incideatit,  which  vieved  fq»rately,  migbt  appear 
tEifling,  vould,  who}  united,  produce  eflen^id 
coabtt^neaceSf  aod  ctHifiderabiy  iavour  the  fetrea); 
(^  utQ  {Iricll^  The  livelihood  of  d^royiag  th(t 
French  htilTars  at  the  commpncranentof  theexpe* 
dition ;  the  hai^lhips  to  be  endured  upon  the 
march,  which  th$  iollowen  would  find  prc^wit 
tioaably  augmented  i  the  want  of  ovens  f^  Wkr 
iog  bread  migbtimpede  the  advance  of  the  French, 
though  it  could  not  if[cSt  the  progr^s  of  the  Bri* 
'^  tilh  :  By  long  and  repeated  ufe,  the  latter  bad 
acquired  the  habit  of  difpenfmg  with  a)l  eonfeni- 
epcifls  i  the  wapt  of  i^ch  &e  former  were  a( 
voatiqnainted  with  as  with  the.  hu^page  of  the 
fiQu^ary.  And  to.  thde  circumftanoes  might  be 
Hid^edi  th«  probftbl^  divi&oa  of  ibrc$  ^ch  would 
f.  •  arife 
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pxi£e  from  a  cenam  oppolitioa  in  the  plans  of  the  c  H  A  P. 
two  French  conuttanders.  llie  Count  de  Ro-  Vi. 
cbambeau  would  indubitaUy  wifli  to  follow  the 
fuRceis  of -York  town,  vhilft  thfCount  de  Gra& 
would  be  e^ally  iolidtQUs  to  r^ura  to  the  WeA 
Indies,  thereat  theatre  of  naval  qwrations. 
^dm  cootention  of  opioion,  if  it  did  not  weaken 
tj|||p  -French  ^rnij  by  the  removal  of  St.  Sunon's 
brigade,  would,  at  leaft,  produce  perplexity,  de- 
bate* and.  delay. 

-.  The  Une  of  conduQ  moid  likely  and  advifable 
for  General  Waibington  to  adopt,  on  this  enutfr 
geacy,  would. bafto  tranfport  the  greateft  part  of 
|iis  continentals,  by  Baltimore,  to  Pennfylvania, 
fn  <»der  to  cover  Philadelphia,  which  might  not 
be  an  ea%  or  lafc  bufineu,  if  the  French  fqu^ 
jAxoa  qoittcd  the  Chefapeak«  and  to  detach  the 
,  Jhlarquu  de  la  Fayette  up  Jaine«  river,  tooppofi; 
\h^  retnm  of  £arl  Comwaliis  to  the  fouthward. 
^ut  allowing  the  belt  plans  to  be  adopted,  and  the 
xxecution  to  be  equally  finilhed,  there  is  the 
^ohgeft  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Britlih  general 
,Would  efcape  with  the  flower  of  his  army,  by  aban- 
jlcming,  in  good  time,  a  few  frigates,  a  train  of 
,siniUery,  and  a  number  of  fick  :  Sacrifices  high- 
ly juftifiable  in  bis  defperate  Situation  :  The  evil 
au^  good  that  wo'Uld  have  rcTulted  from  the  expe- 
.riipent  may  be  contrafted  in  a  few  wotds  :  If  the 
march  ^ed,  it  would  certainly  confound  .and  de- 
,by -the  defi^  of  the  French  ;  and  if  the  Britlih 
^d  &II  into  the  bands  of  their  enemies,  they 
,would  fall  Uter,  and  with  increafed  reputation,  by 
.having  uled  the  moft  judicious  and  vigorous  ef- 
jforts  ta  avert  the  calamity  i  but  the  iried  powers  ■ 

and  fuperior  .qualities  of  the  King's  tro<^s,  with 
!dui  calciiktion.6f  the  5ivour.able  circumfunces.  of 
.doie'and  pifce,  demonitrated  the  feafibility  of  ac- 
"compUfhing  a  retreat,  wluch  would  have  en- 
hanced 
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CHAP.. hanced  the  milttar7 glory,  and  promoted dte  ge» 
^''      neral  welfare  of  their  country. 

Two  ibong  reafons  urged  an  evacuation  innse^ 
diatety  after  Major  Cochrane's  arrival :  The  a* 
cenainty  of  the  climate  during  the  autumn,  rC: 
connnended  the  prdeht  fine  weather;  and  die 
diftance  of  the  Americans  and  French  aHowcd  i 
more  convenient  opportunity  dian  when  they  hnl 
completed  thdr  fecond  paralle! :  TTie  retreat  war, 
however,  poftponed,  and  other  events  prefent 
themfelves  to  immediate  attention.  On  die  nig^t 
of  (b)  the  I  ith  the  enemy  commenced  thdr  fe-^ 
cond  parallel :  The  Britiin  h^lritzers  and  iinall 
mortars  were  employed  to  interrupt  thdr  pro- 
Krefs ;  but  the  French  and  Americans  -were  great* 
ty  covered  and  protefted,  vrhWR.  at  workj  brdieir 
batteries,  which  obKged  the  beficged  to  inut  op 
riie  embrafures  on  the  left  of  their  Hues,  Hie 
fecond  parallel  was'conliderably  advanced  before 
the  firft :  It  approached  the  redoubts,  wKich  were 
placed  on  the  left  flank  of  York  town :  Tlie  pjacefc 
of  arms  and  the  communications  were  judlaonfl;^ 
conftrufted.  The  King*8  troops  now  began  to 
lofi;  men  very  feft,  both  by  ftcknefs  and  hj  A^ 
enemy's  fire :  To  reinforce  the  line,  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Dundas  was  ordered  -with  great  part  dF 
the  80th  regiment  from  Glouccfter,  and  ibefA 
ture  conimand  of  that  poll  was  introfted  to  lieu^ 
tenant<coIonel  Tarleton. 
■'On  the  evening  of  the  14th,  6eneral  WaflN 
ington  dirtf^ed  a  detachment  from  each  army  ttt 
attack,  after  dark,  the  two  outward  Tedoubttup* 
I'bwtt  °"  **  left  of  the  BritiOi  lines  at  York,  Tttc 
vo'kima  Marquis  d^  Ifi  Fayette  commanded 'flia  aSEmk 
*i''^«b  vn^^c  from  the  American  works,  and  (he  Baioh 
■niAmcri.  de  Viomenil  thxt  -which  prt>ceedt^' -from  lii9 
*"•■         French  trenches.  -"  The-  Americans  headed  by  a 
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nnnber  c^  offlcen  and  volunteers,  performed  c  H  A  p. 
liheir  duty  trith  vigayrr  and  courage :  The  BritUh      VI. 
Tfdoubt,  vfaich  had  been  much  damaged  by  the 
fire  of  the  battaries«  vai  foon  carried,  and  the  * 

cmunanding  officer,  -with  many,  of  hit  detach*  * 
mtntf  va»  made  piifoner.  Colonels  HamUton, 
l^vrance,  and  De  Gimat,  diflinguiflied  them* 
fehrca  on  tta»  occafion.  The  BarcA  de  .Viomeml 
vu  not  left  fucceltful  in  his  attempt.  The  French 
chafleutaand  grenadiers  met  vrith  more  difficultiei 
and  greater  To&;  but  they  entered  with  fixed 
bayonet!,  and  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the 
redoubt.  The  Count  de  Oeuz  P<^|«,  the  Count 
Charles  de  Damat,  and  feveral  otW  French  offi* 
ccn  of  diltin^on,  were  amongft  the  foremoft  of 
the  affiulaats.  No  trial  was  made  by  the  King*! 
tro(^  to.re-poJIidi  the  redoubts;  andthewonc- 
ittg  party  of  the  combined  army  included  them 
within  their  parallel  befiue  morning.  The  lofs  of 
men  fuftaioed  by  th«  ^Btilh  was  ftot  great,  or 
Bearly  fo  important  as  toe  lois  of  the  ground  co- 
vered by  the  redoubts.  Theenemy's  works  were 
ptiihed  forwards  with  ikill  as  well  as  affiduity, 
and,  by  their  nearer  approach  to  the  body  of  the 
iilace,  the  fituation  of  the  befieged  became  every 
Dour  more  difadvantageous.  The  batteries  of  the 
firit  parallel  had  filenced  the  cannon  of  the  town, 
'  and  made  conliderable  impreffion  on  the  fordii- 
catioaiE :  Thofe  of  the  fecond  parallel  were  nearly 
finUied  on  the  15th,  and  foon  expeded  to  Open 
«th  redoubled  devaftadon. 

In  this  critical  fituadon,  Earl  Comwallis  wrotfe 
(V)  to  the  conunander  in  chief,  and  advifed  him 
not  to  run  great  rifle  with  the  Bridfli  navy  and 
annjt,  ip  attempting  to  relieve  him,  as  his  con- 
dition was  nearly- defperate,  and  his  defence  of 
Toikr  town,  could  not  ouich  longer  be  protraded. 

<V)Ia^V. 
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C  H  A  P.  In  order  to  delay  tfie  opening  of  tbe  batteries  op- 

VL     on  the  feccHid  paralld,  his  hu-dlhip  pUnned  a 

ibrtte,  tobeput  m  executioD before  daybrealioa 

v^M^X  ****  *^**  TTiedbeaion  (c)  t^theJally  wasgiren 
to  IJeutenant'Cplonel  Abercrombie,  vfao  divideil 
a  corps  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  men  into  tvo 
parties:  He  appointed  lieuteaant-colonel  Lakfi- 
to  tbe  divilion,  which  confifted  ttf  gTeoadiars  fe^ 
leded  from  die  guards  and  the  Soth  regimcQtj 
and  he  placed  Major  Annfirong  to  the  other^ 
which  was  compoTed  of  H^ht  iuontry.  Before  ' . 
dawn,  two  batteries  and  ue  covering  redoubts 
in  the  fecond  parallel  were  galbntiy  atockedj 
and  carried,^idiout  any  conuderable  lofe.  A 
large  body  of  French  troops,  under  the  Vifcount 
de  Noailles,  foon  moved  forwards  to  retake  the 
works  in  front,  when  -  tbe  Britifh  retrfcated  to 
their  own  lines,  having  killed  and  taken  fcnne 
officers  and  foldiers,  ami  fpiked  eleven  pieces  of 
heavy  cannia.  Thou^^is  ai£tion  was  fuccdsful, 
and  enhanced  the  reptRtion  of  the  officers  and 
troops  that  were  engaged,  the  public  fervice  tras 
not  much  benefited  b^  it.  Tbe  caonoa^  omng 
to  the  hurry  of  the  Britifh,  or  to  the  ingenuity  of 
the  French,  were  foon  unfpiked,  and  tbe  batteries 
were  nearly  finiihed  before  evenilig. 

A  few  hours  cannonade  from  the  new  batteries 
upon  York  town,  where  the  fraizihgs  were  already 
deflroyed,  the  guns  difinounted,  many  breaches 
effeded,  and  the  fliells  neariy  expended,  would 
be'produ£live  either  of  a  camtulation,  or  an  a(^ 
feult.  A  retreat  by  Gloucefter  was  the  only  ex- 
pedient that  now  prefended  itfelf  to  avert  the  mor- 
tification of  a  furrender,  or  the  deftni£Ho&  of  a 
ftorm.  Though  this  plan  appeared  '  lefs  pn^icat- 
ble  than  when  iirfl  propofed,  and  was  adopted  at 
this  aiTis,  as  the  lad  refource,  it  ya  afforded 

(c)bn»-W. 
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feme  bopes  of  fucceft.     In  the  evening.  Earl  CHAP. 
.  ComwaUis  fent  Lord  Cfaewtcm  to  Qla>ucefter,  vith     ^i- 
C3q>U9tdire^D3  for  Lteutenant-colonel  Tarleton  ,£,|,  oa. 
to  [treparefome  artillery  and  other  requi&tet  front 
bift  gWTtTon  to  accomp^y  the  Britilfa  troops  widi   ; 
whidi  his  lordlhip  deligiled  to  attack  Brigadier  de   > 
Cbo^y  before  daybreak, '  and  afterwards  retreat  ' 
dirough  the  country.    The  guards  of  cavalry  and  .  < 
in^try  at  Tarleton's   pole    were  immediately  - 
augmented,  and  ibany  officers  wei^e  advahced<'ar  - 
fcBtries,  to  prevent  any.  intelligence  being  convey-  : 
cd  tO'^eefiemy.     All  the   commanding  officers 
(rf  regim^ts   *ere  afterwards  acquainted  with        •  * 
the  intended  projeA,  that  their  corps  might  be  com- 
[^^y  aiSembled  and  equi]^d.    The  fpare  boriet 
of  the  garrifon  were  ordered  to  parade  for  Aa 
benefit  of  the  inJ^try,  and  the  neceffary  artillery 
and  wi^ons  were  prepared.    A  number  o(failoi« 
aad  fokuers  were,  difpatched   with  boats  ii-om 
Gloucefter,  to  affift  the  troops  in  pafling  the  river.  - 
Eitrl  CojuwiUlis  lent  off  the  lirlt  embarkation  be- 
Sote  deven  o'clock  that  night,  coniiftinff  of  th« 
1^^  io&ntry,  great  part  of  uie  brigade  oTgUards. 
and.the  23d  regiment,  and  purpoled  faiinfdf  to 
pais  with  the  iecond,  when  he  had  finiflied  a  let- 
ter to  General  Walhington,  caleuhtted  to  excite 
ibe   himianity  of  that  officer  towards  the  lick, 
the  wounded,  and  the  detachment  that  would  be- 
left  to  capitulate.    Much  of  the  finall  craft  had 
been  'damaged  during  the  fiege ;  yet  it  vas  com> 
fftited,  that  three  trips  would  be  fufficient  to  con- 
vey over  all  the  troops  that  were  neceflkry  for 
the  ei4>edition.     The  whole  cS  the  iirft  divifton 
arrived  before  midnight,  and  part  of  the  fecoiut 
had  end}arked,  when  a  fquall,  attended  with  rain, 
fcattered  the  boats,  and  impeded  their  return  to 
^Gloucefter.    About  two  o'clock  in  rtie  morning 
the  weather  began  to  moderate,   when  orders 
were  brought  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
corps 
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CHAP,  corps  tbiit  had  pafied*  to  re-crofs  dw  wttet.  As 
*•■  the  boats  were  all  on  the  York  fide  the  rivtf,  la 
order  to  bring  over  the  troops,  it  requiFe4  foQK 
time' to  row  them  to  Gloucefter^  to  carry  badf 
,  the  iufontry  of  the  firfl:  embarkation ;  but  fooa 
alter  daybreak  they  tetuTAeii  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries  to  Eafl  CorawalHs,  at  York 
town.  Thus  expired  the  lafl  hope  of  the  Bridlh 
army.  _  ■  -     ' 

i}ihoa.  In  ^e  fbrflBdoify^d)- hb'IordSti}v  hy  a  flagf 
^;^,^^^'^W6pOfed  a  cefiation  of -hoiKlities  for  t«enty-fl3«# 
•odGiM-  hours,  in '.srdArtDf'rtde'^tbe'  terms  for -^e '  fur> 
**"•  -ftnderfof  York  and  Gloucefter.  (X)  .  Oeneril 
^Wfflungftiiit'iD'itttrwer,  aihnitted  a.  fuTpenfion  of 
arms  forttvohoutt,  chat  Earl  Comwallit  mig^ 
traoAnit  in  wr^ng  the  offers  which  he  intended^ 
a*  die  foundation  of  a  treaty.  His  lordihip'te^ 
^ied^^at  the  garrifons  of  York  town  and  Glon^ 
ccftn  &6uld  be  prifonerg  (^  war,  with  cuftoioa^ 
ry  heit0un ;  that  Ae  ofScers  and  fbldien,  boA 
Britifit  and  <>eniian,  Ibould  be  fent  to  their  re£> 
pe£th»couutriet/  under  engagement  not  tofstvt 
Againft  'France,  .^neiica,  or  dieir  allies,  until 
■cled^Mt,  er  regrihrly  exchaiwed ;  that  all  arms 
and  pubKc  ftorcs  HioQld  be  nitbiuUy  delircRd ; 
but  -rittt^e  (rfoal  indulgence  o£  Ade  arms  to  of. 
^cersjand  of  retaising-  private  property,  ftouH 
be  granted  to  officers  xnd  foldieis.  Earl  Com' 
«altis  Ukewifo  required  ftuae-  ftipulations.  for  the 
'boneiit  cf  individuals  in  civil  capacities,  aiid  the 
followers  of  the  army,  Haftilities  were  not  re- 
newed in  the  «vening,~or  during  Ae  night;  and 
■General  Waftiington  anfwered  the  next  day^  that 
the  garrilbns  of  York,  and'  Gloucefter  fliould  be 
received  a&pnfoners  of:war;rthat  the  annexed 
condition  of  fending  the  Brftilh  and  German 
troops  to  the  parts  of  Europe  to  which  they  ref- 

CdlJanowW.  (X)  Nou  X. 

-    -  peflively 
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MfitiTe)y)i^tmE(^vuiaadim£ble}  thatthefam^CHA^', 
bonoon  would  b«  granted  tb  the  farrtedering  '  VI. 
army,  a)  vtete  granted  to  the  gatiiibn  of  Charl<^ 
townV  and  that  the  {hippins,  boatSj  ttlUierf, 
aniUy  ac^UtrenKnut,  and  ctiGtary  dbeft^  -were  xft 
be  delivered  to  ihs  heada  of  dettartni^nts^  vb^ 
yrould  be  In&u£lt:d  to  receive  them.  Two  hoifii^ 
Were  aUoveJ^  coDfider  theie  and  oth^  pzopoj 
lab,  and  to  appoint  cDOLLmiSooers  to  digest  t^s 
itticles'  orcftpituUtioa;  dtherwiji-  l^oftilities  vould 
be  reci^awwnced.  Xarl  CunvaloB*  after  njakiM 
feme  ^itci&caticm;,  npminued  Lieutenant-cblbn^ 
Puodas  and  Major  .K-o'^  to  meet  tb*  t^ifia^u)) 
fle  NoaiUest  and  C^nel  Lawrence,^  at  ^bos^i 
boufe,  In.the  nelghbourhood-Cif  the  Uaeii  ,  . 
The  princ^fil .  artjcl  ei  of  0^)  the  captFul^tkA 
were .  to  the'-  fpUp'wim^  't&&>  Tlie  tronps  .to  t^ 
brifohert  of  Var  to  iutieuci  aivl^tbe  aaral  loraf 
to  t^aace. . '.  Ibe  officeri,t~c^t£taiiL-the&  Jids^^uin} 
and  pHvitc property  of  ej^erylt&di^Any'pBopeiti 
i)bvtouli)[  bebih^itg  to  Aie-.'^^^ututants  pf. 
tMked  States*  in  ^le  poflefipa^if  tbe  ^-^ 
to  be  Uable  to  claim. '  tbe  taldicCf  t^i  be  jh 
Yirguiia,  IVtarjknd,  4r  Faiu^lYUiu» :  i 
nuidi  hyrefpmeaxs  as  poflibl^an^  tp.be  jE 
with  4e  fame'raiaoM  of  proTniipMa$^e%  _  _ 
to  lioldfcraia'tbe&mce  of\A,ra«ncai''  J^gfopw^ 
tion  of  &e  biEpexfi  to  marph  intO-  die  jpount^  ^^ 
^he  prifoflfiWi  the  reft  to.  bflj^lWed  toproeo^A, 
pnjiarqle^  -to  gov  Ameri^mmsHuJM  ppt^a-pirf^ 
feiHon  of  the  Snu&i  or  to  BuiQpe. '  Tbejktii^ 
floop  of  war  to'  be  permitted  to  Ml  >o  New  Ywil 
Mthout  examinatioiv'oa  o^iulltion  tbia  flie  ini 
teturaedto  tbe  Count  de.Otaill&aiid  tbe  JCbUleri 
and  failon  paflenfen  ucocnted  ftir  Qti  her  d«Ii* 
TBrj-. 
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CHAP: "  The r^;alar troops pf  Francc^anilAinlSTica'who 
Vr.  obtained  this  important  conqoeft,  confifted  of 
about  -fevcn  thouiand  of  the  former,  and  five 
thoufand  ffve"hundr«d  of  the  latter,  and-  they 
W'e  affilleJ  bf 'about  four  ifboufand  militia: 
The  Ocili  of  the  engineers  corjefpdnded  w?U  with 
{fie  force  of  the  ar^lery,  amounting  to  upwards 
ptatifi  hundred  ptebe;  of  ordnance.  On  the  part 
.  of  *  the  coinWned  army,  froin  the  firft  to  the  laft 
jjcribd  of  the  ficge,  fomiswhat  above  three  han- 
3red  were  BIfedajid  wounded,  fexdufive  of  offi- 
,  tcttT.  The  rally  'Brltifti  officer  of  note  that  fell, 
^-nbl  honourable  Major.  Charles  Cochrane^ 
j^HJf  of  the  legion.  .The  killed,-  and  wounded, 
o£F,cer»  inclufivei  ano'unjed  to  four  hundred  and 
ftyenty-feven,  an,d-  fcventy  were  taken  in  the  re- 
abiitfU  on  the  14^^-  By  (CC)  the  return  tranf- 
ibitted-^qCon^refe,  one  lieutenant  general,  one 
mgi(fier  gcnei4lv  two  colonels,  fourteen  lietite- 
4imi!^onel8,-,'fIjctmi  majors,  nihcty-feven  cap- 
tali)3,  ~bne  Ijiundi'ed  iuxd  eighty  Ueutenants,  fifij- 
firecriS|hS;  foii*  chaplaiijs,  nx'ai^utants,  eighi 
fefc  guahir  tnafters,  eighteen  fdr^ns,  fifteen 
f^ttJy  tJiree  bUndittfjftid  eighty-fiye  ierjeants,  one 
fi3hdlF^  and  ftrfinty-nine  drums  ted  trumpets^ 
fcPtftoSfendandthittyriiihe  rank  and  file,  feveral 
tp^-TSelonging  to  dfepartments,  eighty  followers 
^'thV'army,  mAyfea  officers,^ eight  hundred 
BjW-fprty  "faudrt(j;t>thcr  tranfpqtt  feamen,  with 
ftfti^ajdaroupe  andTHqwey  frigate^  the  Bonetta 
itpd^,"fevcftd  gal&s.  Md  armed -veffels,  feventy- 
fiv?pietes  ofbntfsDrdnance,  fixty-nine  iron  ditto, 
ffie'.iiii|itary'cheff,;„coiHaiiriing  t^o  thouiand  one 
fatfitf^d^and  fi^tten;pCFUnds  ftgliiig,'  twenw^ 
yegihietft3H6femfr,-ynotnberif'4ioritei  "and  wag. 
gons,  and  a  quantity  of  fmall  arms,  ftores,'  ice'. 
&c.  were  fu.rrendered  by,,ihe  capitulation,  figned 
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!on  the  <Hie  part  by  Earl  GoravalHs  ani  Cosnnpf  g  H  A  ^' 
ilore  Syminondfl,  and  on  the  other,  bj  Generaj      VI- 
Wafl^ngtan,  p>unt  de  Rbchambeau,  and  Couptit 
de  Barras,  in  his  own  and  the  ttame  of  th^Ci^WSC 
4e  Gniffe. 

It  may  not  .be  iiiipr(^>e7  to  recapitul»t6  -^ 
caufes  whidk  vere  pradu^tve  of  this  important 
.event  ^  and.  as  the  arms  of  America  and  FraRee 
■were  crowned  with  fuccefs,  they  derttaad'  t  pri- 
jnarysttention..  General  Waflitngton  and  Couiit 
de  Rodstrabeau,.  early  in  the  fummer,  imreatjsd 
-die  French  admkal  (AA)  to.  embrace  the  firft  con- 
venient Gffiportunity  of  quinan^  ^'e  Well  Ind^ 
with  file  oeet  and  fonfe  laod-forc^,  to  puticipate 
in  their  defigiis  agjdaft'^e  -common  enemy  in 
■■  America.  Tbt  T&iiding  f he~  Marquis'de  la  tayene 
to  commaaid'in  Virgliii},  -  was  certainly~&  ftep  well 
-calci^ued'^o  communicate  to  that  and  ^e  nei^- 
'bdoring  pioyincesaftrong  perfu&n^  of  French 
-co-oper&tion;  and  the  movenient  of  the -cembih* 
«d  aimy  in  June  towards  New  T«rk,  contributed 
.  greatly  to  conceal  tht  point  of  attack.    The  early 

-  arriTal  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  Chefapeak,  the 
-^edydifembarkation  of  St.  Simon's  brigade,  the 
i-rajad  movement  of  die  French  and  American 
.troops  from  the  northward,  to  form  the  invelt-  ■ 
-mait  of  York  town,  e:diibit  (Irong  and  admira- 
ble,* proofe  of  political  forefight  and  military  ar< 

-  rongement.  The  conduit  of  the  French  and 
-American  engineers  and  artillery,  in  planning 
'the  approaches,  and  pointing  the  ordnance,  dur- 
r  ifig  the  fiege,  demands  the  highed.  applaufe:  And 
'  -die  behaviour  of  the  Count  de  Grafle,  in  leavine 
-.the  bay,' during  die  abfence  of  fome.  fliips  qpdot 
;  a  number  of  feainen,  to  engage  Admiral'  Graves, 
,a&d  by  that  means  to  prote^  the  Count  dft  Bar- 

-  taa's'  Iqiadron,  is  no  lefs  worthy  of  -adauratioo- 

;  CAA)  N»ie  AA. 

Dda  U 

L:,.^,-zLd.,CoOgIc 


4d4  CAMTAICVS  or   1780   AHS  1^84  '»   T4im 

C  H  A  P.te  *«t,  ^pr*at  g^ory  neCsflarili    procendtd  &on 
VI.    yrajtn^  ^t  x»e«  coacmed  vitfa  profound  w0>- 
:4#ivs  Combined  ngcih«r  with  fii^ular  profAiety, 
^Md  4f)Mra<d- wiA-uhvvfediucocu. : 

A  retrofpefUve  view  of  Britifli  operatioia  ^ak^ 
Ir-dif&ffven,  ihattfi«  much  from  Wilraii^oa  to 
JPoKrfbarg  ^t  formed  aad  exRvb^  br  Esat 
OoiVittaHfei  «ithoat  the  knnded^  or  confett  of 
•6ff  HeAry  Clinton :  Th«  York  town  md  Glov* 

'  ScAer  ««te  vblaniarily  bccopted  by  his  kirdflnp^ 

4ft  {A'eftrence  to  OM-point  Comfort^  when  apalt 
■fer-the  prate^Qfn  oC^ttte  n&vy  ^ras  requited :  That 
■n  fMii  as  Sir  Henry  Clinton  vas  aj^ized  of  the 
miniiier^  WiOi  to  laakt  a  &ri(Mis  attempt  upon 
VitjMa.  he  cominiRb]  as  large  a  corps  K>  £ail 
OnttTvallia  in  th«t  province  as  was  compatibte 
■with  i^e  faftty  of  N<v  York  and.  its  deiMaidm- 
-ciesi  duriagtiib^eimty  of  theFreadi  and'Ams- 
xicsii  army :  I'hatevery  intelligence  which  cooJil 
-beobtaifled  of  the  enemy's  raovonents  was  tranf- 
-nun^lJ^ih^  commander  in  chief,  who  made  all 
the  eSfirts  in  his-  power  to  aS3i  and  refiese  fau 
lofd^,  from  the  period  that  the  7Tcia<&  Aeet  ea< 
ttt-ed  the  Ou^i^ak  to  the  boitr  of  ttie  ca^ntulati- 
•'dil-»  York  town :  Andthat.Earl  Camwallisnuiy 
-  be  f^' to' incur  the  impucarian  ef ;  [nifconcetviiii|r 
•his  o«in  danger,  in  not  ddblsyjng  La  Fayette's 
-dtt^thknent  after -the  affair  near  Jaioes  jllind  ;  in 
•not  ftriking  at  ;tHe  corps  at  Wdltamlburgh  men- 
Tifatto  the  jimdibif  of  WaQiingion  and  Rocham- 
-bieau  ('  in  quining  fo  early  ihe  inicWard  for  die 
■  inneiT  pofition,  where  he  was  cbl^ged  to  make 
'jtrOpdfvils  to  furrenderei^ht  dayi  after  the  enemy 
-up^ed  their  baticrie.<! ;  and  in-nof  adopiing  fboner 
and  mow  deciitediy'the  meafure  of  paifang  thros^ 
•thn-aouxutf.  Somt  .inftamxs  oi' -arei£ght  may, 
-thaf«ftff8,4>dat^rib«ed  to  Uslnrd^vn^ich'pre- 
cipitaied*  perhaps,  the  fate  of  hie  own  army ;   bat 

the 
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the  geouine  caufe  of  the  great  national  calanuty,  C  H  A  f, 
which  put  a  pwrlod  to  the  continental  war,  mull  ' 
by  all  ranks  and  descriptions  of  men  l«  princi- 
pally aTcribed  to  the  niimfler  in  England,  or  the 
admiraT  in  the  Well  ladies.  The  arrival  of  De 
Grafle  in  the  Chelapeak  equally  animated  the 
confidence  of  the  alhes,  and  deflroyed  all  die 
Briiifli  hopes  of  conquell  or  of  reconciliation  in 
that  quarter.  The  fafety  of  Earl  Comwallis* 
aimy,  in  all  human  probability,  would  only  have 
procraftinatfid  the«v^  day;  fof  the  pall.  fucce& 
of  the  campaign,  and  the  future  profpe^  of  the 
King's  troc^,  were  counteraded  by  the  formida* 
ble  appearance  of  the  French  fleet.  Tlie  fuperi* 
ority  at  fea  prDved  the  ftrength  of  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain,  deranged  the  plans  of  her  generals, 
diflieartened  the  courage  of  her  friends,  and  final- 
ly confirmed  the  independency  of  America^ 


NOTES 
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SIXTH      CHAPTER. 


(NOTE      A.) 


Hotnteiht  EKtratl. — From  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Earl  Com- 
cuji'  watlit,  daUdNtnirork,  June II,  1781. 


R. 


_  i.ESpEC.TING  my  opinioni  of  ftationiin 
James  and  York  r'lvf  rs,  I  ihall  beg  leave  only  to 
refer  your .  lordfhip  x^  my  inftrudione  to,  and 
correfpoadence  with.  Generals  Phillips  and  Ar- 
nold \  together  with  the  fubftance  of  conver- 
fatJons  with  the  former,  which  your  lordffaip  will 
have  found  amonglt  General  Phillips*  papers,  and 
to  which  I  referred  you  in  my  laA  difpatch.  I 
fliat),  therefore,  of  courfr,  approve  of  any  al- 
teration your  tordfhip  may  ihink  proper  to  make 
in  thofc  ftations. 

The  detachments  I  have  made  from  this  army 
into  CheCapeak,  fmce  General  Leflie's  exjSdition 
in  Otlobcr  laft,  tnclofivc,  have  amounted  to  fcven  • 
luintlred  anJ  twenty-four  cffe£livcs;  and  at  the 
time  your  lordOiip  made  tlie  junSion  with  the 
corps 
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corpi   there,   there  weci:,    under   M0Jor.-^ncV9l.N;otcttoUw 
PhilHpB*  orders,  five  tlioufend  three  hundred  awJ'  ci^"^.' 

.four:  A   force,  I  fhould.h^ve  hoped,  would  oe    —  ■  '^ 
fufficlent  of  itTclf  to  have  carried  on  opcraUQils.Ui 
any    of  the    fouthern  provinces   of    Americar; 
where,  as .  appears  by  the  intercepted  letters  of 
Wafhingtpn  and  La  Fayette,  thf  y'  ace  la  ijpju- 

.tuatiou  to  fland  againd   even  .aidivifion' of  ,th)^t 

'wtaj.    "  "  '  ■  "    ,  ■_    .-.    ,„.',. 

I  have  no  reafoo  to  .  rgpppfe  fhe  contioieatajs 

hiader  t^  Faycite  can  cxceed'one  thbufatidCji  iuul 

'.Izxa  told  by  Lieutenant-coldpel  Hill,  of't^c^^n 
regimeni,  thai  about  a  fortnight  ago  he,'^et  at 

.Frederick  town  the  Pennfylvania.  Jinc,..updcr 
Wayne,  of  about  ihe  fame  nutnber,  who  »eic 
fo  difconteutcd,  that  their  officcri:  were  afra|dj^a 
irufl:  tbeui  with  ammunition.  This,  howeve)-, 
may  have  fince  altered ;  and  your  lordlhip   mi^y  > 

poihbty  have  oppofed  to  you  from  fifteen -hup* 
dred  to  two  thoufand  coniinchtals,  and  (as  lU 

f ayette  obrcrves)  a  fmall  body  of  ilt-armeil.pca- 
iantr^,  full  as  fpiritlefs  as  the  militia  of  the  fouUieria 
provinces,  and  without  any  fervice. 

Comparing,  therefore,  ,tbe  force  now  under 
your  lorddiip  in  the  Cherapeali,  a&d  that  of  tUe 

enemy  oppofed  to  you,  (and  I  think  it  ct^early  ap> 

J>cars  they  have,  for  the  j^refep't,  no  intenifon  Af 
ending  thither  reinforcements^  I  fliould  b^w 
hoped    you    would     have    <}uite    fufficient    to  * 

carry  on  any  operation  in  ^^rginia,  Jhould 
that  have  beeo  advifable  at  this  advanced  fea- 
Son. 

By  the  intercepted  (a)  letters,  enclofed  to  your 
lordlhip  in  my  lad  difpatch,  you  will  obferve, 
that  1  am  threatened  with  a  fiege  in  this  pod. 
My  prelent  effedive  force  is  only  ten  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty*oiie.  With  refpeA  to 
that,  the  enemy  may  colled  for  fucb  an  objed, 
it  it  probable  they  may  amount  to  at  lead  twenty 
T  :    "■';*■  thoufand, 

. .-.^lOoglt; 


NoM  (0  lit*  thoofand,  befides  rcinForcement  to  the  French, 
_^J^_  (which,  from  pretty  good  authority,  I  h^Tc  rca-, 
'  f6n  to  expert)  and  t^  numerous  militta  of  the 
five  neighbouring  provinces.  Thus  circmflflanced, 
I  am  perfuaded  your  lordlhip  will  be  qf  pjiinion, 
.  that  the  (boner  I  concentrate  my  force  ihe  better. 
Therefore  (qdIcTi  your  lordlhip,  after  the  receipt 
of  my  letter  of  the  39th  of  May,  jind  8th  m- 
fiant,  fhoifld  iagline  to  agree  with  me  in  opinion, 
and  judge  it  right  to  adopt  my  f  dfras  relpcding 
the  move  to  Bauimort,  or  the  Detaware  neck, 
^c.)  1  beg  leave  to  recommend  it  to  you,  ai  foon 
fts  ybu  have  finiftied  the  a£tive  operations  you 
maynow  be  (b)  engaged  in,  to  take  a  dcfepfiTc 
'ftation,  ^n'My  healthy  Jituation  you  chufe,  (be  it 
' jt Williamfti^rgh  or  York  town;  and  I  would 
wilh,  intbat  Cafe,  that,  after  referving  to  your- 
felf  fnch  troops  as  you  may  judge  neceifary  for  an 
'ample  defcnftve,  and  ^dcfultory  movements  by 
'Water,  for  the  piirpofrf  of  annoying  jhc  enemy*! 
'  comma nicattorii,  deftvoying  magazmes,  &c*  ine 
'fc^wing  corps  may  be  fent  tp  me  in  fuccefidon 
acyou  can  f^rc  them:  Two  oartalions  of  llgbc 
"infantry}  43d  rrgiment;  jfitb  or  Both  regi- 
"niicnt ;  two  battalions  of  Arifpach  ;  Queer's  ran- 
Jgert,  cavalry  and  infaqtry ;  remaitis  of  the  ^e? 
'tacbmcni  of  the  17th  light  dragoons;  and  fqdh 
^  .  proportion  of  artillery  as  can  be  fparcd,  parties* 
larly  men. 


CNOTE 


toUTHClLH  PROTIMCES  OF  KOXTH  AME|t.tCA.  -   '409 

KuMtod* 

.       (N  O  T  E    B.)  :    <SS^. 

J£Mtra&,-r-.Fr9ii    ^rl    Cef^vtallU  to   Sir  Hsnty 
CHntim,  dated  fV'liii'1'Jitii'gk*  jfvne  30,  178,1. 

LA  FATKTTE's  CQutincntaU,  I  believe,  coo- 
-S^.oi  about  (eyentecn  or  etgbicea  hundrea  men, 
cxclufiv^  «f  fome  tvrelvempiuhjt-ipt^n  colleded  by 
gtciib<B.  He  bv  ceccivcd  cfinridcr^blc  reioforcc* 
.JBcnts  oi  militig,  apt)  about  ctgbt  bundrcd  qioiui- 
-  o'm  rificQieii  ufiitr  Canipbell.  He  keep*  vith 
:.bu  sQ^n  body  about  c^hteea  or  ti^nty  mile*  ~ 
from  us ;  bis  advanced  corps  about  ten  ot  twelve, 
probably  with  an  imeiuion  of  ioftdting  our  rear 
l^uqrd  when  we  pars  James  river,  1  hope,  how* 
ever,  to  put  that  out  of  his  power,  by  croi&og  ai: 
James-city  iflaod ;  if  I  caii'get  a  favourable  op- 
portunity of  ftriking  a  blow  at  him  without  loft 
of  time,  I  wiU  ££rt^l][tffy  iL'  )I  will  likewUe  at* 
.  tempt  water  ezpeditioas,  if  proper  c^jcQs  pre- 
.feat  theralclves  j|£ter  ny  aruwl ' A .(ftju-J^^M^ 
mouth. 


(NOTE     C.) 


$Ktr9fi Frwn  Sir  Henry' (Xnttn  i»  Ea^  Out- 

'B/aHiiy  dated  New  forh,  June  x8,  fy$u 

HAVING,  for  very  eSential  reafom,  come  w 
a  rcfohtfion  of  endeavooringt  by  a  rapid,  wove, 
m  feise  the  ftore*,  &c  cotlefted  it  Fhibddplii% 
«d4  ffterwards  to  bring  Ac  troopt  employea  on 

that 


.4to  ckUfAsatn  or  1780  ako  1781  in  the 

KoMtatbtthatfervicc  to retnfbrce this poftf  lam  to  requeft* 
c^i«  *'^"»  '^  X°^^  lordlhip  hu  not  already  embarked 
the  rcioforccDlcnt  I  called  for  id  my  letters  of  the 
8tb,  iitb,  15th,  and  19th  indant,  and  Oioold 
not  be  engaged  in  feme  very  important  more,  ei- 
tber  of  your  own,  or  in  confequence  of  nij 
ideas  refpe£king  operation  in  the  Upper  Chdh- 
peak,  you  will  be  pleafed,  as  foon  ai  polIiUe,  to 
order  an  embarkuion  of  the  troops  fpecified  be- 
low, (1)  and  of  (lores,  &c.  &c.  dated  in  the  en- 
ctofed  paper,  or  in  as  full  a  manner  as  your  brd- 
fliip  can  with  propriety  comfdy;  rccoUe^ng,  that 
whatever  may  have  been  taken  too  great  a  pro- 
portion of,  will  be  immediately  returned  to  you 
•the  moment  the  expedition  is  over. 


(NOTE    XX) 

Otff^-^MaH CamniMllU  t$ Sir  Hemy Omnm,  K.S. 
dated  Caibam,  Jufy  B,  lySi.    - 

SIR, 

I  WAS  this*  morning  honoured  with  your  dis- 
patch of  the  38th  utt.  The  troops  are  pcrfe^y 
ready,  and  will  protieed  to  Ponfmourb  to  wait 
the  arrival  (f)  of  the  tranfports.  I  will  give  im- 
msdiate  orders  kbotfi  the  artillery,  ftores,  itft.*;^ 

The  tranfports  now  at  Portfmouth  are  fufficient 

to  carry  the  light  infantry ;  I  had  prepared  them 

to  receive  tbic  <fDrps,  wid  fliould  have  fent  them 

to  you  in  a  few  days,  if  you^lall  order  had  not 

'''"■■=  '  '       \ 

■     (>)-ikMn4fcatiittt>B  ttf  i;»ht'!aficuit;  4jd  itsteMt;  7«lhBrS«ki 

fqcb  «  p.rofonjoa  «r  trtitlcrj  M  (in,  be  (pared,  ftnifitlulj  mtn. . 

:-;,]  '  amvei 

,  (  L,._,-,z:d^,GoogIt; 


eOUTlIftRK   rspVlKCES  OR,  KORTH  AMSAl^A.  4JJI 

ymfcd^   in^oar  cyidwred  di^xitcb,  the  ii  bafr  »»«>•  im 
tation-  of  light  infantry  only  is  meotioocd  ;  but  I  ck!^. . 
conclude  that  to  be  a  tniftake,  and  fliall  keep 
jK>tb  ready  to  embark.    I  take  for  graatcd  tfiftf 
General  Hobertfon  will  come  with  the  tranfports 
to  take  the  command  of  the  expedition.  General 
l.<lUe  is  iliH  .here  ;  but  as  it  was.  not  my  intcmioa 
to  have  Tent  hitn  with  the  troops  to  New  York, 
jand  as  he  will  be  the   propcreft  pcrfon  to  com- 
mand here,  iir  cafe  yon  Qiould  approve  6f  my  re. 
turning  to  Charles  town,  I  fbatl  not  fend  him  on 
tbc  expedition,  unlerfi  it  Ihall  then  appear  to  b$ 
yotir  cxccUency't  defire  that  he  fiiould  accou-     - 
pany  General  Robertfon. 

1  muil^agatn  take.tlie  liberty  of  callinj;  your 
excellency's  fer'ious  attention  to  the  qucAion  of 
tlie  utility  of  a  defenfivc  po(t  in  this  country, 
.-which  cannot  have  tlie^  fmalfeft  influence  on  the 
yfit  in  Carolina,  and  wliich  only  gives  us  fome 
acres  of  an  unhealthy  fwamp^  and  i>  for  ever 
Jiabte  I0  become  z.  prey  to  atfore^n  enemy,  witfi 
a  temporary  fuperiority  at  fea.  Detultory  e:^ 
j}edition»  in  the  Chefapeak  inay^bfe'and«r(akeii 
from  New  York  with^  ^s-  much  cafe  and  mor^ 
fafety,  whenever  there  is  rc^fon  to  fuppofe  thy 
.oor  naval  force  is  likely  to  be  fupcrior  for  two.iy 
three  months.  ■•;,■-.>'%    ';., 

The  boati  and  luval  afiUlanice  hayii^  been  left 
.tO:nie  by  Captain  HadToo,  I  marched  on  the  (^ 
4tb  from  Williamfburgb  to  a  camp  which  covered 
|a.ford  into  thfUlaDd  of  Jafncftown.  TheQueen'« 
rangfrrs  pafled  the  river,  that- evening.  Qn  the 
.jth,  I  fcot  ;oyer- all  the  wheel  carriages,  and  on 
tpe  6th,  the  bat'horfes,  and  baggage  of  every 
kind,  intend^Bj;  topftCs  (b)  with  toe  army  on  the 
^tb.  About  noon,  on  the  6th,  information  was 
brought  me  ^  ^;  approach  of  the  enemy,  and 
about  ^our  in  the  afternoon  a  large  body  attacked 
our  out'poAt.  Concluding  that  the  enemy  would 
.not  bring  iconfid^rable  force  urtthin  our  reach, 
unlefg 


4t»  'CAMPAiow*  or  1780  Ain>  1781  nr  thb 
MMW«>-ib*tjn|p|^  ih?7  fappored  that  nothing  Was  left.^il 
CtaJiiV  f^'"  g"*"""^!  ^  't'o*^  every  means  td  c6nrince  thetft 
of  my  wcakneft,  and  faffered  my  picket*  to  be 
infulted  and  driven  back  ;  nothing,  however,  ap> 
peared  near  us  but  riflemen  and  militia  till  near  (c) 
ionfet*  when  a  body  of  continentals,  with  ar< 
titlery,  began  (o.  form  in  the  front  of  our  camp. 
I  then  put  the  troops  under  arms,  and  ordered 
the  army  to  advance  in  two  lines.  The  attack 
was'  began  by  the  firft  line  with  great  fpirit. 
There  being  nothing  but  militia  oppofied  to  the 
light  infantry,  the  adion  was  foon  over  on  the 
right :  But  Lieutenant-colonel  Dundas*  (b)  hri* 
gade,  confiding  of  the  43d,  76th,  and  80th  re- 
giments, which  formed  the  left  viiig,  meeting 
the  Pennfylvania  line,  and  a  detachment  of  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette's  continentals,  with  two 
fix-pounders,  a  tmart  adion  cnfued  for  Ibme  mi* 
nutes,  when  the  enemy  gave  way  and  abandoned 
their  cannon.  The  cavalry  were  jicrfcflly  ready 
-to  purfue ;  but  the  darknefs  6f  the  evening  pre- 
sented my  being  able  to  make  ufe  of  tbeiQ,  I 
cannot  fofficienily  commend  the  fpirit  itii  go6A 
"behaviour  of  the  officcrt  and  foldlers  of  the  inxoU 
army ;  but  the  76th  and  8eth  regiittcnt*>  on  "tHSom 
fhe  brunt  of  the  aQion  fellj  had  an  bpportumtr 
of  didinguifhing  themfelves  particularlT)  and 
XicutenaQt-cDlonel  Dundas' iontftifi  and  gallan* 
'  try  ilefcTvc  the  highelt  praife.  The  force  of  the 
enemy  in  the  field  wag  about  two  thoiffatid^  and 
their  loft,  I  bclievf,  between  two  andthreetran. 
'dred.  Half  an  hour  more  of  dty-llgfat  would 
have  probably  given  us  the  gre«tcft  part  oftbe 
corps.    ■ 

1  have  encloftd  a  flfl  of  oor  kiHed  4iid  wound- 
ed. We  fihifhcd  our  paSa^e  y^erday,  which 
has  been  an  operation  of  great  laboat  and  dlffl* 
colty,  as  ihe  river  is  three  miles  wide  at  this  ptex. 
I  have  great  cb)igatioBS  toGsptitia  A^  and  the 


officers  of  the  navy  and  feamen  for  their  great  (ja„,ft,rt„ 
.exertion)  and  aneniions  on  this  occation.  siiih 

I  have  not  recvved  ttv  letters  your  excellency.'^'"'*"' 
alludes  to»  of  the  29th  of  May,  or  8th  and  igtH  , 

of  June. 

Ihave  the  honour  to  be,  kc. 

CORNWALLIS- 


ExtraS  (f  9  letter  from  an  ifficer  of  rank  in  the 
American  ermjt  dated  Juty  iitli,  1781. 

THE  Britifh  oScen,  ve  are  infonaed,  arc 
-muchdifpleafed  at  the  iflue,  and  acknowl^gcd 
they  vere  out-generatlcd ;  otherwifc  they  aiuft 
have  (c)  cut  to  [Heces  our  fmall  detachment,  aided 
41  they  vctt  by  five  hundred  horfe,  and  a  con* 
fiderable  body  of  inftntry.  mounted. 

We  cooHnot  poffibly  have  extricated  ourfelves 
'from  the  dtfficvltiea  we  were  in,  bat  by  the  ma- 
noeuvre m  adopredr  vhich,-  theagh  it  may  hare 
the  ai^xarance  of  tetnerity  to  thofe  unacquainted 
-with  circttmftances,  yetwasfoonded  ontbetroeft 
fnititnryprinciplei,  and  was  one  of  thofe  oeceflary, 
-^ugh  'daong,  mearurei,  which  feldom  fail  of 
-pFoduang  the  defired  efird,  that  i«,  coofufing 
'ih^  eDCiny,  and  opening  a  way  to  retreat  in  li^ht 
of  a  mtich  fuperior  army.  - 


(NOTE 
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•nth      i  ■        -  ^ 

•        fct|«M. 

C^y.  — ■  From  Earl  CormoallU  to  LifttfeMrtt-nloiul 
Tarietm,  dated  Cobhapi^  July  Btbt  178 1. 

n^  Dear  Tarli,tow, 

I  WOntD  have  yo.u  begin  your  inarch  to- 
morrow with  the  corps  of  cavalry  and  mounted 
infantry  under  yoar  command  to  Prince-Edward 
court  houfc;  andfi-om  thence  to  New  London  in 
Bedford  .county,  making  the  ftr\ct,e(l  inquiry  in 
every  part  of  the  country  (hrough  which  you  pafs, 
for  ammunition,  cloathiog,  or  (lores  <^  any  kind, 
tnten<1ed  for  the  public  ;  and  as  there  is  no  pref- 
-fing  fcrvicc  for  your  corps  in  this  province,  I 
-muft  de&TC.  you  will'  be  iano  hade  to  neturn  ;  but 
do  every  thing  in  your  power  to  deftroy  the  fup- 
plies  ilcftincd  for  the  rebel  army, 
'  Alt  public  (lores  of  corn  and  prorifTons  are  10 
be- burnt,  and  if  there  (hould  be  a  iijiKiitity  of 
provilions-  or  corn  coUefted  at  a'.privatp  houfe, 
■1  would  have  you  deftroy  it,  even  .ahbouf;h  there 
:(hoald  be  no  proof  of  its .  being  intended  for  the 
public  fcrvice,  leaving  enough  foi:  the  fuppon  of 
■the  family,  as  thtrc  iaibe  greatcft  rcafon  to  ap- 
prehtnd  that  fuch  provlfions  will  be  uJtimiaely  ap- 
-prppriated  by  tJie  enemy  to  thtflte.of  Oencr&l 
Greene's  army,  which, from  tbc.prefeot.ftaie  of 
the  Carolinas,  muft  depend  on  this  province  for 
its  fupplies. 

As  it  is  very  probable  that  fome  of  the  light 
troops  of  General  Greene's  army  may  be  on 
their  return  to  this  country,  you  will  do  all  you 
can  to  procure  intelligence  of  their  route  ;  I  need 
not  tclt  you  of  what  importance  it  will  be  to  in- 
tercept them,  or  any  prifonets  of  ours  from- 
^    -  '  '  South 


._d_,  Google 
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South  Carolina.  I  voutd  hive  all  peribos  of  hoimmiim 
confcqacnce,  either  civil  or  military,  brought  to  £^ 
me  before  tbey  are  paroled. 

I  will  leave  a  detachment  at  Suffolk  to  receive 
j«tt  on  yoor  retam^  Thne  light  waggon^  mifh 
good  l^orfes,  and  a,  pvndicoQ.of  rom,  witt  be 
delivered  to  you  on  application  to  tbe  quarter- 
mafter  general.  ..*'•■'•'■  ».  " 

Ton  will  pnblift  that  you  are  tbe  advanced 
guard  of  my  army,  and  order,  iinder  |:ai>  of 
mtUiary  execation,  tbe  people  oftlie  country  to 
provide  waggons,  jcc.  to  Expedite  the.  Mote- 
ments  of  my  army.,  .   .: 

Mod  iincerely  wiQibg  ]nni  ioccc^,  aod  {duutg 
the  greateft  confidence  in  your  zeal  aikd'tbi-* 
litiea,  '  '    f 

I  am,  vHb  great  truth  and  regard. 
Dear  Tarleton, 
.    Moft  faiibfuffy  yoorg,,.  .-..„ 


CQRNWALL13. - 


(KOTS 

L,._,  ..;J_,C00g[c 
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b.  (NOTE     FO 

C^— Srr  Hmry  Gimvt  tt  Earl  QtntmiUit^  JttM 
:.  biml  qmrteri  NnoTarkiJiutf  tub^  ijSu 

(tn  cjpber.— Accctvcd  from  •Btifudter-m^or   B»we*,    JiJn 
wd),  atoacA.M>); 

Mir  toKD,  ' 
-  I  Have  recjatvcd'yoiirioedflup's  Ititrr  of  thq 
30th  of  Junf,  and  the  admtril  hasdifpudied-a 
tligui  wnh  t^nldaiTDiMajoiiaia  xnfiter  tAit. 
}  caiMM  be  more  explicit  by  ihk  xtpportunity 
than  to  defire,  that,  if  you  have  npt  alccai)]! 
pafied  the  James  river,  you  will  continae  on  the 
Williamlburgb  ntch  uaiil  {be  arrives  whh  my 
difpatcbec  by  Captain  Stapleton.  If  you  have 
paficd,  and  find  it  expedient  to  recover  that  Aa- 
tion,  you  will  plea^  to  do  it,.'ftnd  keep  pof- 
fd£on  until  you  hear  from  me.  Whatever 
troops  may  have  beep  embarked  by  you  for  this 
place,  ave  KfciiliJIc!  to  remain  until  fanhcr  or* 
ders ;  and  if  they  Ihould  have  been  failed,  and 
fvithin  your  call,  you  wilt  be  pleafed  to  (top 
them.  It  is  the  admiral's  and  my  will),  at  alt 
cvaftsi  la  hold  (Kd  ^nt  Comfort,  which  fe- 
cures  Hampton  road. 

H.    CLINTON. 


jz.GoogIt; 
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Extraff.—Frm  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to.  Earl  Cont- 
loallisy  dated  New  Tork,  July  15,  1781. 

UNTIL  I  had  the  honour  to  rcceWeyour  lord. 
Aiip's  letter  of  the  8th  inft.  I  had  flattered  myfelf, 
that  upon  rc-conlidering  the  general  purport  of 
our  corrcfpondencc,  and  Genera]  Phillips*  papers 
in '  your  poflcflionT  yoa  vould,  at  tcafl,  have 
waited  for  a  line  from  me,  in  anfwer  to  your  let- 
ter of  the  30th  ult.  before  ^'oii  finally  determined 
upon  io  ferious  and  mortifying  a  more,  as  the 
re-paffing  James  riTer,  and  retiring  vith  your 
army  toPortfmoath  :  And  I  was  toe  more  in- 
duced to  hope  that  this  would  h.vit  been  the  cafe't 
as  we  both  feemed  to  agree  in  our  opinion  of  the 
propriety  of  taking  a  heakhy  ftation  on  the  Neck^ 
between  Tork  and  James  rivers,  for  the  purpofe 
of  covering  a  proper  harbour  for  our  litic-oft 
battle  fliips.  Aird  I  am  perfuaded  your  lordfhi^ 
will  be  fenfible,  that  in  all  my  letters  I  clearly 
leave  you  at  full  liberty  to  detain  any  part,,  or 
even  the  whole  of  the  troops  I  fotieitcd  you  to 
fend  me,  fhould  your  lordffaip  have  determined  on 
any  foUd  opcratAon  of  your,  own  in  Virginia,  or 
elfewhere ;  or  fliould  you  have  adopted  the  one  I 
bad  recommended  in  the  Upper  Cbefapeak;  or 
even  fliould  you  have  judged  their  continuance 
with  you  neccffary,  until  the  ftations  you  might  . 
think  proper  to  take  were  rendered  refpeflably 
dcfcnfive. 

As  your  lordlhip  is  again  pleafed  to  call  my  fe-  ' 
rious  attention  to  the  queftton  of  the  utility  of  a 
defenlive  pod  in  Virginia,  which  you  fay  cannot 
have  the  fmalleft  influence  on  the  war  in  Carolina, 
and  which  only  gives  -us  fome  acres  of  an  un- 
healthy fwamp,  I  muft,  in  anfwer,  beg  leave 
again  10  repeat  to  your  tordfliip,  that  it  never  was 
E  e  my 

. .-.^lOOglc 
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HMMuxhc  my  intention  to  continue  a  poll  on  Elizabeth  river 
a^ur.  *"y  longer  than  until  the  commencement  of  foUd 
operations  in  the  Chelapeakt  nor  to  have  there 
more  troops  than  what  might  be  capable  of  de- 
fending a  fmall  work  on  that  river ;  and  that  all 
the  general  officers  who  have  commanded  in  the 
Cbefapeak  have  had  my  content  to  change  that 
ftation  for  one  more  heahhy,  if  they  j  udged  It 
proper  to  do  fo:  To  which  I  will  moreover  add, 
that  it  ever  has  been,  it,  and  ever  will  be, 
my  firm  and  unalterable  opinion,  that  it  is 
of  the  firft  confcquence  to  his  Majefty's  af- 
fairs on  this  continent,  that  we  take  jpofleffioa 
of  the  Chefapeak,  and  that  we  do  not  afterwards 
relinquifli  it.  1  beg  leave,  alfo,  my  lord,  to  dif- 
fent  from  the  opinion  you  have  given  me  of  a 
defenfive  poft  in  the  Chefapeak,  and  that  deful. 
tory  expeditions  there  may  be  undertaken  from 
New  York  with  as  much  eafe,  and  more  fafety ; 
for  I  cannot  but  fi^ppofe,  that  a  defenfive  fiatioa 
in  the  Chefapeak,  with  a  corps  of  at  leaft  four 
tboufand  regular  troops  for  its  prote3ion  and  de- 
fultory  water  movements  during  the  fumtner 
months,  wherein  land  operations  may  be  im- 
practicable,  would  have  the  mod  beneficial  effects 
on  more  diflant  diftrids,  for  the  reafons  I  have 
already  had  the  honour  to  give  your  lordlhip : 
Nor  do  I  recoiled,  that  in  any  of  my  letters  to 
your  lordfhip,  I  have  fuggefted  an  idea,  that 
-there  was  a  probability  of  the  enemy's  having  a 
naval  fuperiority  in  ihefe  feas  tor  any  length 
of  time,  much  Icfs  for  fo  long  a  one  as  two  or 
'  three  months.  But  with  refpe£l  to  the  un- 
.  hcalthinefs  of  the  llation  at  Portfmouth,  my  let- 
:ters  to  General  Phillips  on  that  fubje^,  (wherein 
I  fay,  God  forbid  I  (hould  wifh  to  bury  ibctlhe 
of  my  army  in  Nanfemond  :and  Princcfs  Anne) 
.wilt  fatisfy  your  lordlhip  that  wc  are  both  of  one 
:  opinion. 

(NOTE 

L;,.;,lz.d:,C00>^lc 
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(NOTE      G.   ) 

Copy  of  the  report  $fLieiaenaHt  SutberlaJtd^  engineer ^ 
dated  Billy  ordnance  tranjporty  Hampton  road, 
July -is,  1 78 1. 

Mt  Lord, 

AGREEABLE  to  your  orders,  I  have  examined 
the  ground  on  Old-point  Comfort  with  as  much 
accuracy  as  I  [>olCbly  could }  and  for  your  lord- 
fhip's  better  information,  I  have  made  a  furvcy 
of  the  ground,  upon  which  is  laid  down  the 
width  and  foundings  of  the  channel. 

I  beg  leave  to  oner  what  appears  to  me  refpe£t- 
ing  tbefituation  of  a  work  on  that  fpot. 

The  ground  where  the  ruins  of  Fort  George 
lay  is  the  fitted  for  a  work,  but  at  the  fame  time 
muft  be  attended  with  many  inconveniencies. 

The  level  of  the  ground  there  is  about  two 
feet  higher  than  the  hi^-water  mark,  which, 
from  its  very  fhort  diftance  to  the  deep  water,  muft 
foon  be  deftroycd  by  a  naval  attack. 

The  great  width  and  depth  of  the  channel  give 
Ihips  the  advantage  of  paffing  the  fort  with  very 
little  riik.  I  apprehend  fifteen  hundred  yards  is 
too  great  a  diftance  for  batteries  to  (lop  Ihips, 
which  is  the  diflance  here.  Ships  that  wifh  to 
pafs  the  fire  of  the  fort,  have  no  occafion  to  ap* 
proach  nearer. 

Nor  do  I  imagine  a  fort  built  there  couldaffbrd 
any  great  protection  to  an  inferior  and  weak  fleet, 
anchored  near  the  fort,  againtl  a  fuperior  fleet  of 
the  enemy,  which  mud  have  it  in  their  power  to 
make  their  own  difpofition,  and  place  our  fleet 
between  them  and  the  fort,  the  chaoncl  affording 
no  bay  for  the  fecurity  of  fhips  under  cover  of  a 
fort. 

E  e  4  The 
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""aTX'"  '^^^  '™^  *"^  cxpence  to  build  a  fort  there  muft 
qwpcr.  be  very  conHdcrablc,  from  the  low  lituatioa  of 
the  ground,  which  mud  neccffarily  caufe  the  foil 
to  be  moved  from  a  great  diftance  to  form  the 
ramparts  and  parapets ;  and  every  other  material 
qiu(i  be  carried  there,  a>  the  timber  on  the  pea- 
infula  is  un6t  for  any  ufeful  purpofe. 

Thefe  are  the- remarks  which  have  occurred  to 
me  on  examining,  the  ground  and  fituation  of  a 
work  OQ  Old-point  Comfort,  for  the  prote£tion  of 
the  harbour  and  fieet,  which  I  humbly  fubmit  to 
your  lordfiiip. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ALEX.  SUTHERLAND, 
Lieutenant  of  engineers. 

Copy  of  the  opinions  of  the  comnumders  of  bis  Ma* 

jefty'sfhips  in  the  Cbefapeak,  relative  to  Old-pmnt 

'    Cotnforty  dated  Richmond f  Hampton  roadijtdy  16^ 

My  LoKDf 
IN  coiifequcnce  of  a  requifition  that  your  Iprd- 
fhip  received  from  the  commanders  in  chief  of  hi* 
Majefty's  troops  and  (hips,  relative  to  a  port  be- 
ing eflablilhed  at  Old-point  Comfort,  for  the  pro- 
teAion  and  fccurity  of  the  King's  (hips  that  may 
occafi'onally  be  lent  to  the  Chefapeak,  we,  whofe 
names  are  hereuctto  fubfcribed,  have  taken  as  ac- 
curate a  furvey  of  that  place  as  poffibte,  and  are 
nnanimoufly  of  opinion,  from  the  width  of  the 
channel  and  depth  of  water  clofe  to  it,  that  any 
fuperior  enemy's  force  coming  in  may  pafs  any 
work  that  can  be  cdablifhed  there,  with  little  da- 
mage, or  deftroy  it  with  the-  fhips  that  may  be 
thereunder  its  protedion. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
CHARLES  HUDSON, 
THOMAS  SYMONDS. 
CHARLES  EVERrrT, 
RALPH  DUNDASS. 

(NOTE 
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Nm»  to  tl* 


(NOTE     H.) 


Admiral  Graves  to  Earl  Cormaallts^  dated  Limdon, 
of  Sandy  Hook,  iitbjuiy^  1781. 

Mv  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  lordfliip, 
that  the  Solebay,  Captain  Everitt,  carries  Captain 
Stapleton,  charged  with  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry 
Clinton's  difpatches  to  your  lordfliip,  and  with 
my  orders  to  the  captains  of  the  King's  (hips,  to 
return  with  the  troops  under  their  convoy  to  the 
Chefapeak  ;  and  if  not  failed,  for  them  to  remain 
and  to  conform  to  your  lordihip's  requifitions  in 
fhe  difpofal  of  them. 

I  need  only  fay  to  your  lordlhip,  that  there  is  no 
place  for  the  great  fliips  during  the  freezinir 
months,  on  this  fide  the  Cheiapeak,  where  the 
great  fliips  will  be  in  fecurity,  and  at  the  ikme  time 
capable  of  aSing  ;  and  in  my  opinion,  they  had 
better  go  to  the  Weft  Indies  than  be"  laid  up  in  Ha- 
lifax during  the  winter.  If  the  fquadron  is  necef- 
fary  to  the  operations  of  the  army,  Hampton  road 
appears  to-be  the  place  where  they  can  be  anchor- 
ed with  the  greateft  fecurity,  and  at  the  fame  time 
be  capable  of  afting  with  moft  effeft  againft  any 
attenmts  of  the  enemy.  To  this  end,  Old-point 
Comfort  feems  neceflary  to  be  occupied  by 
us,  as  commanding  the  entrance  to  the  road  j  and 
if  York  can  be  fecured,  it  will  give  the  command 
to  the  lower,  or  Elizabeth  country,  and  deprive 
the  rebels  of  the  ufe  of  the  two  heft  fettled  rivers 
of  the  Chefapeak,  and  deter  an  enemy  from  en- 
tering 
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Notexatkteringthe  Cfaefapeakwhilfl  we  command  the  ac- 
f^^    cefe  to  it,  for  we  fhould  have  all  his  convoys  and 
detachments  expofed  to  our  attempts. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  &c. 

THO.     GRAVES. 

EarJ  ComwaJlu  to  Admiral  Graves^  dated  Pertf- 
tnoutby  July  26,  1781. 

SIR, 

I  WAS  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  isth 
of  July,  by  the  Solebay,  in  which  you  mention  a 
defire  of  having  a  harbour  fecured  in  the  Chefa- 
peak  for  tine-of-battte  fliips.  I  immediately  order- 
ed the  engineers  to  examine  Old-point  Comfort, 
and  went  thither  myfelf  with  the  captains  of  the 
navy  on  this  (lation.  You  will  receive  a  copy  «f 
the  engineers*  r^rt,  with  a  fketch  of  the  penin- 
fula,  and  th&  opmions  of  the  officers  of  the  navy 
relative  to  the  occupying  and  fortifying  of  that 
poll. 

The  commander  in  chief  having  figiufied  to  roe, 
in  his  letter  of  the  nth  inftant,  that  he  thought 
a  fecure  harbour  for  line-of-battle  fliips  of  fo  much 
importance  in  the  Chefapeak,  that  he  wifhed  me 
to  poffefs  one,  even  if  it  fliould  occupy  all  the  force 
at  prefent  in  Virginia ;  and  as  it  is  our  unanimous 
opinion  that  Pomt  Comfort  (a)  will  not  anfwer 
the  purpofe,  I  fliall  immediately  feize  and  fbrtify 
the  polls  of  York  and  Gtouceder,  and  Oialt  be 
happy  at  all  times  to  concur  in  any  meafures 
which  may  promote  the  convenience  and  advan- 
tage of  His  Majefty's  navy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 

NOTE 
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(NOTE      I.) 

Copy,^Frem  Earl  Cormvallu  to  Lieutenant-celonsl 
Tarleton,  dated  Tork  town,  Auguft  ^%  1781. 

Dear  Tarleton, 
WE  had  a  pafiage  of  four  days,  but  made  good 
our  landing  without  oppofition  on  either  fide,  I 
have  no  pofitive  accounts  of  the  enemy.  Fayette 
is  faid  to  be  marching  towards  the  Pamunkey,  and 
I  atn  not  quite  eafy  about  our  poft:  at  Gloucefter. 
Wayne  had  certainly  advanceid  to  Goode's  (a) 
bridge ;  but  I  fuppofe  he  will  now  be  recalled. 
Simcoe  himfelf  is  ill,  and  bis  horfea,  by  being  fo 
long  onboard,  are  in  a  wretched  condition.  Ac- 
cordine  to  the  prefent  appearance  of  things,  it  will 
certainly  be  much  the  bell  way  for  you  to  land 
at  Old-point  Comfort,  and  march  by  Hampton  to 
this  place,  which  will  nearly  infure  your  not  being 
above  one  day  on  board.  Tou  muft  in  that  cafe 
'  make  your  horfes  leap  out  in  deep  water,  and 
fwim  on  fliore ;  we  pra&ifed  that  method  here 
without  any  accident.  I  do  not  at  prefent  fee  any 
thing  that  can  endanger  your  march  irom  Hamp- 
ton hither  ;  nor  do  I  think  it  probable,  that 
Fayette  can  come  near  us  with  a  fuperior  force  be- 
fore your  arrival :  You  muft,  however,  fee,-  that 
I  cannot  well  march  out  from  hence,  as  1  muft 
leave  at  Gloucefter  and  this  place  fudi  a  force  as 
would  render  me  too  weak  to  with  to  iight.  Ther 
affure  me  that  there  is  no  carriage  road  from  Wil. 
liamfburgh  to^  Hampton  that  does  not  pafs  withia 
five  miles  of'  ub  :  Should  drcumftances  aker,  I 
think  I  could  inform  you  in  time  by  an  ex* 
pels  boat  After  havi^  Cud  this,  I  leave  it  to 
your 
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MMt4»tfa«  your  difcredon  ;  and  if  you  fee  difficulty  and  dan- 
Ctawr  8^  ^  joining  me  by  the  (hort  way  of  Point  Coio- 
fort,  I  would  have  you  go  round ;  but  if  yoa 
prefer  the  fttort  paflage,  it  {faoold  be  kept  very  fe- 
cret.  Your  baggage  fliould  come  round  j  aod 
vhat  you  are  moft  in  want  of,  you  may  by  my  au- 
thority put  into  any  of  the  quarter-mafter-gene- 
ral's  armed  veffels,  and  fend  round  immeduiely. 
You  will  communicate  the  contents  of  this  to  Ge> 
neral  O'Hara,  to  whom  I  write  by  this  oppwtu- 
Jiity. 

I  am,  with  great  regard. 
Dear  Tarbton, 

Mod  faithfully  yours, 
CORNWALLIS- 


(N  O  T  E      K.  ) 


Extras*— Fnm  Earl  CormoalSs  to  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
tonf  dated Ttri,  inVir^ma,  Jug.  is,  1781. 

1  EMBARKED  the  80th.  regiment  in  boats, 
and  vent  myfelf  on  board  the  Richmond  very  ear- 
iy  in  the  mtmiing  of  the  29th  i  but  we  were  To' 
unfortunate  in  winds  as  to  be  four  days  on  our  paf- 
^e.  The  80th  landed  on  the  night  of  the  lit  xt 
Gloucefter  ;  and  the  troops  which  were  in  tract 
ports,  on  the  morning  of  the  ^d,  at  this  place.  I 
have  fmce  brou^  the  7  ifl-and  the  legion  hithei, 
And  fent  the  regiment  du  Prince  Hereditaire  te 
Clouceller.  The  works  on  the  Gloucefter  fide 
are  in  fome  forwardnefs,  and  I  hope  in  a  fituatioa 
to  relift  a  fudden  attack.  Brigadier-general 
O'Hara  is  haftening  as  much  a^  poffible  the  eva- 
cuatioii 

c,.;,i,zDdbyGoo;^li: 
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cuation  of  Pbrtfinouth :  As  foon  as  be  arrives  here,  Hom  «>«• 
1  will  fend  to  New  York  every  man  that  I  can  c^^ 
fpare,  confillent  with  thelafety  andfubfillenceof 
the  force  la  this  country. 


ExtraS.-^From  Earl  Corawailij  to  Sir  Henry  Oia-  ■ 
tottt  dated  Tori  town,  Virginia^  ^zd  Auptfi, 
1781. 

(a)  PORTSMOUTH  having  been  completely 
evacuated  without  any  interruption  from  the  ene< 
my.  General  O'Hara  arrived  here  this  day  with 
the  ftores  and  troops ;  and  a  great  number  of 
refugees  have  accompanied  him  from  the  counties 
of  Norfolk,  SutFolki  and  Princefs  Anne. 

The  engineer  has  'finifhed  his  furvey  (b)  and 
examination  of  this  place,  and  has  propofed  his 
plan  for  forti^ingit;  which  appearing  (c)  judi- 
cious, I  have  approved  of,  and  directed  to  be  tx,- 
ecuted. 

The  works  at  Gloucefter  are  now  in  fuch  for- 
wardnefs,  that  a  fmaller  detachment  than  the  pre- 
ient  garrifon  would  be  in  fafety  againft  a  fudden 
attack  ;  but  I  make  no  alteration  there,  as  1  can- 
not hope  that  the  labour  of  the  whole  will  com- 
plete that  poft  in  lefs  than  five  or  fix  weeks. 

My  experience  there  of  the  fatigue  and  difficul- 
ty of  cotiftrufUng  works  in  this  warm  feafon,  con- 
vinces me,  that  all  the  labour  that  the  troops  here 
will  be  capable  of,  without  ruining  their  health, 
wilt  be  required  at  leaft  for  fix  weeks  to  put  the 
intended  works  at  this  place  in  a  tolerable  uate  of 
defence :  And  as  your  excellency  has  been  pleafed 
to  communicate  to  me  your  intention  of  re-com- 
mencing operations  in  the  Chefapeak  about  the 
beginning  of  Odober,  I  will  not  venture  xa  take 
any  llep  that  might  retard  the  eflablifhing  of  the 
po{lj.  but  I  requell  that  your  excellency  will  be 
pleafed 
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Mou*  to  tiHpleafed  to  decide  whether  it  is  more  important  for 
f^^  your  plans,  that  a  detachment  of  a  thou&nd  or 
Twelve  hundred  men,  whidi  I  think  I  can  fpare 
from  every  other  purpofe  but  that  of  labour, 
ffiould  be  fent  to  you  from  hence,  or  that  the 
whole  of  the  troops  here  Ihould  be  employed  in 
expediting  the  works. 


(NOTE    L.) 

Eari  Comu/alUi  to  Sir  Benry  Clintoti,  K,  B,  dated 
Tori  town^  in  Virgima,  ^ift  Ai^t/t  178 1. 

[In  cTpher.] 

SIR, 

A  FRENCH  fliip  of  the  line,  with  two  frigates, 
and  the  Loyalifl,  which  they  hare  taken,  lie  at 
the  mou&.ot  this  river. 

A  Lieutenant  of  the  Charon,  who  went  with 
an  efcort  of  dragooais  to  Old-point  Comfort,  re- 
ports, that  there  are  between  thirty  and  forty  &il 
within  the  capes,  moftly  Ihips  of  war,  and  fome 
«f  diem  very  large. 

I  have  die  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


Earl  CormaalUt  to  Sir  Henry  CBnton,  K.  B.  d^ed 
Tori,  iJiSept.  1781. 

[Wricteo  in  cypticr  on  «  Congrefi  note.] 

An  enemy's  fleet  within  the  capes,  between 
thirty  and  forty  ihips  of  war,  mofUy  large. 

CORNWALLIS. 
Earl 
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ItaatwAm 

Earl  Cormuallitio  Sir  Henry  Clinton^  K.  B.  dated  ^^^^ 
Tork,  inVirginiay  id  Sept.  1781. 

[In  cypher.] 

SI  R, 

COMPTE  de  Graffe's  fleet  is  widiin  the  capes 
of  the  Chefapeak.  Forty  boats  with  troops  went 
up  James  river  yefterday,  and  four  Ihips  lieat  the 
entrance  of  this  river. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


Earl  Cemwallis  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton^  K.  B.  dated 
Terk  town,  Virginia ,  ^b  Sept.  1781. 

'  [  In  cypher.  ] 

SIR, 
COMPTE  de  Grafle*s  fleet  is  within  thecapesof 
the  Chelapeak.  Forty  boats  with  troops  went  up 
Jsones  river  on  the  ift  inllant,  which  are  landed, 
as  I  am  informed,  at  James-city  ifland  ;  and  four 
fliips  lie  at  the  entrance  of  this  river, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 

Earl  Comwallit  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton^  K.  £.  dattd 
Tork  totvn^  in  Virpma^  Ztb  SepU-  1781. 

[  In  cjrpbei.  ] 
SIR, 
I  HAVE  made  feveral  attempts  to  inibrm  your 
excellency,  that  the  French    Weft-India  fleet, 
under 

^.oo^k 
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»««•"*•  under  Monfieur  de  Grafle,  entered  the  c;4>cs  the 
c^fut.  39th  uh.  I  could  not  eia&ly  learn  the  number ; 
they  report  twenty-five  or  twenty-fix  fail  of  the 
line.  One  of  feventy-four  and  two  of  fixty-four, 
and  one  frigate.  He  at  the  mouth  of  this  river. 
Oh  the  6th,  the  feventy-fbur  and' frigate  turned 
down  with  a  contrary  wind,  and  yefterday  the  two 
others  followed.  My  report,  dated  )aft  evening, 
from  a  point  below,  which  commands  a  view  of 
the  capes  and  bay,  fays^  that  there  were  within  the 
capes  only  feven  fliips,  two  of  which  were  ceitaitily 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  two  frigates.  Firing  was  Ma 
to  be  he^rd  off  the  capes  die  night  of  the  4th, 
morning  and  night  of  the  5th,  and  morning  of 
the6tfa. 

The  Trench  troops  landed  at  James  town  are 
faid  to  be  three  uioufand  eight  hundred  men. 
Waibington  is  ^d  to  be  fliortly  expected  i  and  bit 
troops  are  intended  to  be  brought  by  water  from 
the  head  of  Elk,  under  prote£tion  of  the  French 
Ihips.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  is  at  or  near 
Williamfburgh  :  The  French  troops  are  cxpefted 
there,  but  were  not  arrived  tall  night.  As  my 
-  works  were  not  in  a  ftate  of  defence,  I  have  taken 
a  ftrong  pofition  out  of  the  town.  I  am  now  work- 
ing hard  at  the  redoubts  of  t}ie  place.  Provifions 
for  fix  weeks :  I  will  be  very  carefril  of  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


NOTE 
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Hotel  totfae 

9ith 

(  N  O  t  E     M.  ) 

Sir  Henry  Clinten,  K.  B.  to  Earl  ContwalliSj  dated  - 
NewTerkjSept.  2,  1781. 

[  In  Cfphei. — ^Triplicate. — Receired  1  jih  Septembei.  ] 

My  Lord, 

BY  intelligence  which  I  have  this  day  recdved, 
it  would  feem  that  Mr.  Wafhington  is  moving  an 
9imy  to  the  fouthward,  with  an  appearance  of 
faafte,  and  gives  out  that  he  expels  the  co-opera- 
tion of  a  confiderable  French  armament :  Your 
lordihip,  however,  may  be  affured,  that  if  this 
fltould  be  the  cafe,  I  fliall  ^either  endeavour  to  re- 
inforce the  army  under  your  command  by  all  the 
means  within  the  compafs  of  my  power,  or  make 
every  poffible  diverfion  in  your  favour. 

Captain  Stanhope,  of  His  Majefty's  (hip  the 
Pegafus,  who  has  juft  arrived  from  the  Weft  In- 
dies, fays,  that  on  Friday  laft,  in  lat.  38  deg. 
about  fixty  leagues  from  the  coaft,  he  was  chafed 
by  eight  Oups  of  the  line,  which  he  took  to  be 
French,  and  ihat  one  of  the  viftuallers  he  had 
under  his  convoy  had  counted  upwards  of  forty 
foil  more  :  However,  as  Rear-admiral  Graves, 
after  being  joined  by  Sir  Samuel  Hood  with  four- 
teen coppered  fliips  of  the  line,  failed  ft-om  hence 
on  the  31ft  ult.  with  a  fleet  of  nineteen  fail,  be- 
fides  fome  fifty-gun  ftiips,  I  flatter  myfelf  you  will 
have  little  to  apprehend  from  that  of  the  French. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.    CLINTON. 

P-  S. 
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*'°a^''*  P.  S.  Waihington,  it  is  faid,  was  to  be  at  Tren- 
ciufiur.  ton  this  day,  and  means  to  go  in  veffels  to  Chrif- 
tian  creek  i  from  thence,  by  head  of  Elk,  down 
Chefapeak,  in  veflels  alfo.  If  that  navigation  is 
not  interrupted,  he  fhould  go  by  land  from  Balti- 
more. Your  lordQiip  can  beft  judge  what  time  it 
will  require.  I  fhould  fuf^ofe,  at  leaft,  three  weeks 
from  Trenton.  Waihington  has  about  four  thou- 
land  French  and  two  thoufand  rebel  troops  with 
him. 

H,  C. 

September  4. — To  this  triplicate,  and  by  this 
very  uncertain  conveyance,  I  Ifaall  only  add  to 
your  lordlhip,  that  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive 
this  morning  a  duplicate,  and  this  evening  a  tri- 
plicate, of  your  letter  of  the  31ft  ult. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  to  Earl  Cormvallii,  dated 
New  Tork,  September  6^  at  noon,  4781. 

[Tn  c/pher, — Receivrd  i^ili  September.] 

My  Lord, 

AS  I  find  by  your  letters  that  De  Graffe  has 
got  into  the  Chefapeak,  and  I  can  have  no  doubt 
that  Wafliington  is  moving  with  at  leaft  fix  thou- 
fand French  and  rebel  troops  againft  you^  I  think 
the  beft  way  to  relieve  you  is  to  join  you,  as  foon 
as  pofljble,  with  all  the  force  that  can  be  fpared 
from  hence,  which  13  about  four  thoufand  men. 
They  are  already  qmbarked,  and  will  proceed  the 
inflant  I  receive  information  from  the  admiral  that 
we  may  venture,  or  that  from  other  intelligence 
the  commodore  and  I  fliall  judge  fuiEcient  to  mjive 
upon. 

By  accounts  from  Europe,  we  have  every  rea- 
fon  to  expert  Admiral  Digby  hourly  on  the  coaft. 

Commodore  Johnftone  has  beat  a  fuperior 
French 
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French  fleet  at  St.  Jago,  and  proceeded  the  day  Nai«t  isib* 
after  for  the  place  of  his  deftination.  Cb^m. 

I  bee  your  lordfliip  will  let  me  know,  as  foon 
as  pomble,  tout  ideas  how  the  troops  embarked  ' 
for  the  CheUpeak  may  be  beft  employed  for  your 
relief,  accoriUng  to  me  ftate  of  circumftances 
when  you  receive  this  letter.  I  fliall  not,  how- 
cTcr,  wait  to  receive  your  anfwer,  fliould  I  hear 
in  the  mean  time  that  uie  pa&ge  is  open. 

I  have  the  honour  \p  be,  &c. 

H.    CLINTON. 


(NOTE    N.) 


Marl  Cornioallu  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  dated 
Torktmmt  inVirgimay  i6th  September,  1781. 

[In  cypher  J 

S I  R, 

I  HAVE  received  your  letters  of  the  2d  and 
6th.  The  enemy's  fleet  has  (a)  returned.  Two 
line-of-battle  fliips  and  one  frigate  lie  at  the  mouth 
of  this  river,  and  three  or  four  line-of-battle 
fliips,  feveral  frigates  and  tranfports,  went  up  the 
bay  the  12th  and  J4th.  I  hear  Walhington  arrived 
at  Williamfburgh  on  the  1 4th.  Some  of  his  troops 
embarked  at  bead  of  Elk,  and  the  others  arrived 
at  Baltimore  on  the  12th. 

If  I  had  no  hopes  of  relief,  I  would  rather  rilk 

an  action  than  defend  my  half-finiflied  works  ;  but 

as  you  fay  Digby  is  hourly  expe^ed,  and  promife 

every 
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tint,  nt\«:  every  exixtion  to  afEft  me,  I  do  not  diink  myfdf  JL, 
-j^  juftified  in  putting  the  fate  of  the  war  on  fo  def- 
^T"'  perate  an  attempt.  By  examining  the  tranfpom 
vith  care,  and  taming  out  ufetdit  mouths,  my 
provifionswill  lail  at  leafl  fix  weeks  &om  thisday^ 
if  we  can  preferve  them  from  accidents.  The  ca- 
valry muft,  I  fear,  be  all  loft.  I  am  of  opinios 
that  you  can  do  me  no  effectual  fervice  but  by  com< 
ing  (Ure£tty  to  this  place. 

Lieutenant  Conway,  of  the  Cormorant,  is  juft 
exchanged.  He  »fiures  me,  that,  fince  the  Rhode- 
iflaod  fquadron  has  joined)  the^r  have  thirty-fix 

S3)  fail  of  the  line.    This  place  is  in  no  ftate  of 
rfence.     If  you  cannot  relieve  me  very  foon,  you 
1'  moil  be  prepared  to  hear  the  worft. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE    O.  ) 


Sir  Henry  Clinion^  K.  B.  to  Earl  CormoaUitf  dated 
New  Tbrki  Seft.  34,   1781. 

{fncTpher. — ReceiTC^  September 29,  1781.3 

Mr  Lord, 
I  WAS  honoured  yefterday  with  your  lord- 
ftiip's  letter  of  the  16th  and  17th  inftant,  and  at 
a  meeting  of  the  general  and  flag  officers  held  this 
day,  it  is  deifrmined  that  above  five  thouland 
men,  rank  and  file,  fhall  be  embarked  on  board 
the  King's  fliips,  and  the  joint  exertions  of  the 
navy  and  army  made  in  a  few  days  to  relieve  you, 
and  afterwards  co-operate  with  you. 

I  The- 
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Th6  fleet  confifts  of  nrent7.tliree  fail  of  Aertott,totbt 
line,  three  of  which  are  three  deckers.    Thefe  i<ci^!' 
cverj-reafoB  to  hope  we  ftart  from  hence  i&a  5th ' 
Odober.    I  hsre   recerred  your  lordfliip^s  letter 
of  the  8<h  ittftxBt. 

1  have  tEe  honour  to  be,-  &c.  , 

H.    CLIHTON. 

P.  S.  Admiral  Digby  is  this  moment  aniveA 
at  the  Hoek  with  three  fail  of  the  tine. 

At  a  venture,  wkhottt  knowing  whether  iher 
can  be  feen  by  us,  I  reqfteftr  ttuu,  if  all  is  well, 
upon  hearinff  a  confiderable  firing  towards  the  en- 
trance* of  me  Chefapeak,  three  large  feparate 
fmokes  may  be  made  parallel  to  it ;  and  if  you 
poffels  the  pod  of  Gloucelter,  four. 

I  fhall  fend  another  runner  foon. 

H.    CLINTON. 


(NOTE      P.) 


Earl  Conrwallis  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton^  doled  Tork 
■  towttt  inVirginiat  Septert^er  2Sfiy8i,tenF,M. 

[  Id  cyphtT.  ] 

'sir, 

I  HAVE  ventured  Aefe  hit  two  days  to  look 
Gei«rat  Walliington*8  whole  force  in  die  fiice 
ia  the  pofitknt  on  the  oudide  of  my  works,  and 
I  hare  the  pteafure  to  a&re  your  excefl&ncy,  thai 
there  was  bus  one  wifti  ^oughout  the  whole 
F  f  .   army; 


,  -.^ooglc 


434  CAMPAIGNS   OF    I780    AHD    17S1   IN   THt 

MMMwibearmy,   which  was,  that  the  enemy  vofild  ad- 

^^'  I  have  this  evening  received  your  letter  of  the 
34th,  which  has  given  me  the  greateft  fittis&c- 
tion.  I  fhall  retire  this  night  within  the  works, 
and  have  no  doubt,  if  relief  arrives  in  any  rea- 
fonable  time,  York  and  Gloucefter  will  be  both 
in  the  poffeffion  of  His  Majefty's  troops. 

I  believe  your  excellency  muft  depend  more  on 
^K  found  of  our  cannon  tnan  the  fignal  ofimtAia 
for  information;  however,  I  will  attempt  it  on 
the  Gloucefter  fide^— Medicines  are  wanted. 
I  have  the  Ubnour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE      Q^) 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Earl  ComwalUt^  dated  Nno 
Terky  September  2 ^y  178 1. 

[Duplicate. — In  cypher — Receifcd  Oaober  z] 

My  Lord, 
MY  letter  of  yefterday  will  have  informed 
your  lordfliip  of  the  number  of  fhips  and  troops 
we  can  bring  with  ug.  It  is  fuppofed  the  necef- 
lary  repairs  of  the  fleet  will  detain  us  here  to  the 
5tn  of  Oftober ;  and  your  lordfliip  muft  be  fen- 
fible  that  unforefeen  accidents  may  lengthen  it 
out  a  day  or  two  longer ;  I  therefore  entreat  you 
to  lofe  no  time  in  letting  me  know  by  the  bearer 
your  real  fituation,  and  your  opinion  how,  upon 
our  arrival,  we  can  belt.ad  to  form  a  jundion 
with 
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with  youj  together  with  the  exafl  ftrength  of  the  n-^^w  _ 
enemy's  fleet,  and  what  part  of  the  Chefapeak  ^^^ 
they  appear  to  be  moft  jealous  of.  ^*"" 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 

H.    CLINTON. 

P.S.Afi  your  lordflup  muft  hare  better  intel- 
li^ce  than  we  can  pdBbly  hare,  I  r$queft  you 
will  fend  a  trufty  perfon  to  each  of  me  capes, 
about  the  7th  of  next  month,  with  erery  infor- 
mation refpeAing  the  force  and  fituation  of  the 
enemy  you  may  judg«  neceffary,  and  direSions 
to  continue  there  until  our  arriral,  when  fmall 
vefieU  will  be  fent  to  bring  off  any  perfon  they 
may  find  there. 


(NOTE    R.) 


Earl  Cermoallis  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  dated  Tork 
rov/n,  Vtrpnia^  O&ober  ^^  1781. 

"[  lo  cfphcr.  1 

SIR. 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  of  the  35th  of  Sep- 
fember  laft  night;  The  enemy  are  encamped 
about  two  miles  from  us.  On  the  night  of  the 
30th  of  September  they  broke  ground,  and  made 
two  redoubts  about  eleven  'hundred  yards  from 
our  works,  which,  with  fome  (a)  works  that  had 
b9en  conflrufled  to  Tecurfi  our  ext^tior  pofition; 
<jccupy  a  gorge  between  two  creeks  which  Dcar^' 
embrace  this  poft.  They  have  finiflied  thefe  re- 
doubts, and  I  expert  they  will  go  on  trith  their 
-works  this  night.  FroQi  me  time  that  the  enemy 
have  given  us,  and  the  uncommon  cxertiou  (h 
Ff  a  th^. 
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^oiri  Id  ihc  tbi  troops,  our  woilu  are  ia  a  better  lUte  of  dt- 

c^tf.    fcice  than  we  had  reafon  to  hope. 

I  can  fee  no  means  of  forming  a  jun^on  widi 
me  but  by  York  river ;  and  I  do  not  think  that 
any  dtverfioo  would  be  of  ufe  to  us.  Our  ac- 
counts of  the  flrengtfa  of  the  French  fleet  have  in 
general  been,  that  they  were  thirty-five  or  thirty- 
fix  fail  of  the  line ;  they  have  frequently  changed 
their  poAtion ;  two  fhips  of  the  line  and  OM  fii- 
gate  lie  at  the  mouth  of  this  river ;  and  our  laft 
accounts  were,  that  the  body  of  the  fiocc  hy  bor 
Iween  the  tul  of  the  Horfefhoe  and  York  fpit ; 
And  it  is  likewife  faid,  that  four  line-of-battle 
fbips  lay  a  few  days  ago  in  Hampton  road.  I 
fee  little  chance  of  my  being  able  to  fend  per&aa 
to  wait  for  you  at  the  capes  j  but  I  wiU,  if  pof- 
fible. 

1  have  the  hcmotu  tahe,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE      SO 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Earl  CermvalUsy  dated  New 
terkj  Sepfember  ^o,  1781.  ' 

{Dyplk^tt — la  cypher.— 'Receivnl,  COobat  10,  from  Major 
CockraoJ 

My  Lord, 
YOUR  lordflup  maybe  affured  that  I  am 
doing  every  thing  in  my  power  to  relieve  you  by 
i.  direft  move,  and  I  have  reafon  to  hope,  from 
the  alfurances  given  me  this  day  by  Admiral 
Graves,  that  we  may  pals-  the  bar'Ijy  the  i  ath  of 
O£^ober,  if  the  winds  pennit,  an^-no  imforefeen. 
ii^danf  ha()pens  j ,  this  hdwever,  is  fubjeft  to  dif- 
.1  '   :  ,   J.  appointment; 


fiOUTHE%K   »ROTt)fCIS  OF  NORtH    AMERICA.  43^ 

appoimmenti(  wheTefbrt,  if  I  hear  froth  you,  ybut  s*""*  >° '^»- 
wiflies  will  of  courfe  direft  me,  and  I  Ihall  perfift  cb>'r>;'«»- 
in  my  idea  of  a  dkeft  move  eVeh  to  the  middk 
of  November,  fhould  it  be  your  lotdfliip's  opinion 
that  you  can  hold  out  fo  long  j  hut  if,  when  1 
hear  from  you,  you  tell  me  that  you  cannot,  and 
I  am  without  hopes  of  arriving  in  time  to  fuccour 
you  by  a  direft  move,  I  will  immediately  make  an 
attempt  upon  Philadelphia  (a)  by  land,  giving 
you  notice,  if  poffible,  of  tnv'  intention.  If  this 
(hould  draw  any  part  of  Washington's  force  from 
you,  it  may  poffibly  give  you  an  opportunity  of 
doing  fomething  to  ^ve  your  army ;  of  which, 
however,  you  can  beft  judge,  from  bting  upon 
the  fpot. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

p.    CLINTON. 


(NOTE      T. ) 


Mari  Ctrnwallis  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton.,  K.  B.'  dated 
Torkiewn^  V/rginia,  Oilober  ii,  1781,  tietlvt 
M. 

fin  cipher] 

S  I  R, 
COCHRANE  arrived  yefteitlay.  I  fcave  only 
to  rqxat  what  I  laid  iu  my  letter  of  the  3d,  ^at 
nothmg  but  a  direct  move  to  York  river,  which 
includes  a  fuccdsfiil  naval  adion,  can  fave  me. 
The  enemy  made  their  firft  parallel  on  the  night 
of  the  6t^,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  hundred  yards, 
and  have  perfeded  it^  iittd  conftru6;ed  places  of 
arms  and  batteries  whh  great  regularity  and  can* 
tion. 
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MMMuiutioii.  On  the  evening  of  the  9th  thtax  batteries 
f^^  opened,  and  have  fince  continued  firing  without 
intermiinon,  with  about  forty  pieces  of  cannon* 
rooftly  heavy,  and  fixteen  mortars,  frcm  eight  to 
fixteen  inches.  We  have  loft  about  feventy  men, 
and  inany  of  our  works  are  confiderably  damag- 
ed :  With  fuch  works  on  difadvantageous  ground, 
againft  fo  powerful  an  attack,  we  cannot  nope  to 
make  a  very  long  refiftance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 

CORNWALHS. 

P.  S.   Oa.  II,  five  p.  M. — Since  my  laft  let- 
ter was  written  we  have  loft  thirty  men. 

Oft.  12,  feven  P.  M.-^Laft  night  the  enemy 

made  their  fecond  pajallel  at  the  diftance  of  three 

hundred  yards.    We  continue  to  lofe  men  very 

■      faft.  ' 


(  N  O  T  E     V. ) 

Earl  Cormva/tu  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  dated 
Tork  towtit  OHober  15,  1781. 

[In  cypher.] 

SIR, 
LASl*  evening  the  enemy  carried  two  ad- 
vanced redoubts  on  the  left  by  ftorm,  and  during 
th*e  night  have  included  them  in  their  fecond 
parallel,  which  they  are  at  prefent  bufy  in  pofeft- 
ing.  My  fituation  now  becomes  very  critical ; 
we  dare  not  fliew  a  gun  to  their  old  bttteries, 
and  I  expeft  that  their  new  ones  will  open  to- 
morrow morning :  Experience  has  Ihewn,  that  our 
frefh 
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freffi  earthen  works  io  not  refift  their  powerful  hmh  to  a* 
artillery ;  fo  that  we  (hall  foon  be  expofed  to  an  j.f^jjj',, 
aflatih  in  mining  works,  in  a  bad  pofition,  and 
-with  weakened  numbers.  The  fafety  of  the  place 
is,  therefore,  fo  precarious,  that  I  cannot  recom- 
mend that  the  fleet  and  army  Ihould  run  great  ri& 
in  endeavouring  to  fave  us. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sk. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE      W.) 


Earl  Qemwallit  to  Sir  Henry  CBnton^  K.  B.  dated 
Torktown^  Virginia^  Odeber  so,  1781. 

S  IR, 

I  HAVE  the  mortification  to  inform  your 
excellency,  that  I  have  been  forced  to  give  up  the 
polls  of  York  and  Gloucefter,  and  to  inrrender 
the  troops  under  my  command,  by  capitulation 
on  the  i9tb  inftant,  as  prifoners  of  war  to  the 
combined  forces  of  America  and  France. 

I  never  Jaw  this  poft  in  a  very  favourable  light : 
But  when  I  found  I  was  to  be  attacked  in  it  in 
fo  unprepared  a  flate,  by  fo  powerful  an  army 
and  artillery,  nothing  but  the  hopes  of  relief 
would  have  induced  ma  to  atteiv^t  its  defence ; 
for  I  would  either  have  endeavoured  to  efcape  to 
New  York  by  rapid  marches  from  the  Gloucefter 
fide,  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  General 
Wafliington's  troops  at  WilUamlburgh,  or  I  would, 
notwithltanding  the  difparity  of  numbers,  have 
attacked  them  in  the  open  field,  where  it  might 
have 
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jfMcitotkbftTc  been  )iA  po&>h  that  fortune  would  have 
ci4Mr^  fevoured  the  g»llafltry  of  the  handiul  of  troopt 
uB^er  my  command :  hat  being  aflured  bj  7001 
^ccdlency'r  letters*  that  every  poffible  means 
VPidd  be  tried  by  the  navy  and  army  to  rdure 
m*  I  f:«uld  qot  think  rayfelf  at  hberty  to  venture 
upon  either  of  thofe  ddperate  attempts;  thero- 
fore,  after  remaining  for  two  days  in  a  ftrcmg  po- 
fidoD)  in  6'ont  of  this  place,  in  hopes  of  being 
attacked,  upon,  obferving  that  the  enemy  were 
taking  meafure  which  could  not  fail .  of  turn- 
ing  my  left  flank  in  a  fliort  time,  *and  receJvii^ 
on  the  fecondxvemag  your  latter  of  the  34th  of 
Sqitember,  informing  me  that  the  relief  would 
fail  about  the  5th  of  Oftober,  I  withdrew  within 
the  works  on  the  night  of  the  2^th  of  September, 
hoping  by  the  labour  and  hrmnefs  of  the  foldiers 
to  proteft  the  defence  until  you  could  arrive. 
Every  thing  was  to  te  expefted  from  the  fpjrit 
of  the  troops ;  Vut  every  difadvantage  attended 
their  labour,  as  the  work  was  to  be  cimtinucd 
under  the  enemy's  fire,  and  our  ftock  of  intrench- 
iog-'toois,  which 'did  not  much  exceed  four  hun- 
died  vhm  ve  began  to  work  in  the  latter  end 
of  Auguft,  was  now  much  diminifhed. 
.  Theetusnj  biiju  ground  on  the  night  of  the 
,  jtcith,.aBd  ca^r&^edoti  that  night,  and  the  two 

'  following  days-  and  Mighte,  two  redoubts,  which, 
lath  fome  voike-tl^at  had  belonged  to  our  outward 
pofmon,  occi4tiad;a  gorge  between  two  creeks  or 
ravines, .  which  eaqio  irdm  the  river  on  each  Ude  of 
the  town.  On  the  night  of  the  6th  (a)  of  Ofto- 
ber  they  made  their  hrit  parallel,  extending  from 
its  right  on  the  river  to  a  deep  ravine  on  the  left, 
nearly  oi^ofite  to  the  center  of  this  place,  and  * 
embracing  our  whole  left,  at  the  diftance  of  fix 
'  hundred  yards.  Having  perfe^ed  this  parallel, 
their  batteries  opened  on  Ae  cvenmg  of  the  9th, 
againA 
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Bgunfl:  our  left ;  and  other  batteries  fired  at  theifacntoiu 
bane  tnne  agakift  a  redoubt  over  a  creek  upon  our  ^^^ 
right,  and  defended. by  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  men  of  the  sad  reeimeot  and  marines,  who 
anafotaiaed  that  poft  wim  uncommon  gallantry. 
The  fire  continued  incefTant  trom  heavy  cannon, 
and  from-  mortars  ajid  howitzers,  throwing  Ihells 
from  eight  to  fizteen  inches,  until  all  our  guns  on 
the  left  were  filenced,  our  work  much  damaged, 
and  our  ioTs  of  men  ctxiAderable.  On  the  night 
of  the  nth  (b)  they  began  their  fecond  parallel, 
about  three  hundred  yards  near^  to  us.  The 
troopt  being  much  ve^ened  by  ficknefs,  as  well 
as  by  the  fire  of  the  befiegers,  and  obferving  that 
the  enemy  had  not  only  Tecured  their  Banks,  but 
proceeded  in  every  refped  with  the  utmoft  regu- 
l^rity  and  caution,  I  could  not  venture  fo  large 
ibrties,  as  to  hc^  from  them  any  confiderable 
effeOc ;  but  otherwife,  I  did  every  thine  in  my 
power  to  interrupt  their  work,  by  opening  new 
.embrazures  for  guns,  and  keeping  up  a  conftant 
fire  widi  all  the  howitzers  and  fmall  mortars  that 
we  coutd  man.  On  the  evening  of  the  1 4th,  they 
affaalted  and  carried  two  redoubts,  that  had  been 
advanced  about  three  hundred  yards  for  the  pur- 
poCe  of  delaying  their  approaches,  and  covering 
our  left  flank,  and  during  tJie  night  included  them 
IB  their  fecond  parallel,  on  which  they  continued 
to  work  with  the  utmofi  exertion.  Being  perfect- 
ly fenfible  that  our  works  could  not  ftand  many 
hours  after  the  opening  of  the  batteries  of  that  pa- 
rallel, we  not  only  continued  a  conftant  fire  with  < 
all  our  mortars,  and  ev&ry  gun  that  could  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  it,  but  a  little  before  day> 
break,  on  the  morning  of  the  i  oth,  I  ordered  a 
fortie  of  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  un- 
dep  the  diredion  fc)  of  Lieutenant-coionel  Aber- 
crombie,  to  attack  two  batteries  which  appeared 
to  be  in  the  greatefl:  forwardnefs,  and  to  fpike  the 
guns. 
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Notetta  the  guns.  A  deUcbment  of  guards,  widi  Uie  8otb 
c^pur.  company  of  grenadiers,  under  the  comnvuui  of 
Lieutenant-colonel  Lake,  attacked  the  one  ;  and 
one  of  light  infantry,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Armftrong,  attacked  the  othei  ;  and  botli 
fucceeded,  by  forcing  the  redoubts  that  covered 
them,  fpiking  eleven  guns,  and  killing  or  wound- 
ing about  one  hundred  of  the  French  troops  who 
had  the  guard  of  that  part  of  the  trenches,  and 
with  little  lofs  on  our  fide.  The  a^Uon,  though 
extremely  honourable  to  the  officers  and  foldiert 
who  executed  it,  proved  of  little  public  advan- 
tage ;  for  the  cannon  having  been  fpiked  in  a 
hurry,  were  foon  rendered  fit  for  fervice  again  > 
and  before  dark  the  whole  parallel  and  batteries 
appeared  to  be  nearly  complete.  At  this  time  we 
knew  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  whole  iropt 
attacked  on  which  we  could  fiiow  a  fmgle  gun, 
and  our  Ihells  were  nearly  expended  ;  I  tneruore 
had  only  to  chufe  between  preparing  to  furrender 
next  day,  or  endeavouring  to  get  o£f  with  the 
greateJl:  part  of  the  troops  ;  and  I  determined  to 
aciempt  the  latter,  refiefting,  that  though  it  Aould 
prove  unfuccefsful  in  its  immediate  obje^  it 
might,  at  leaft,  delay  the  enemy  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  ^rther  enterprizes.  Sixteen  large  boats 
were  prepared,  and  upon  other  pretexts  were  or- 
dered  to  be  in  readinefs  toTeceive  troops  predfely 
at  ten  o'clock :  With  tbefe  I  hoped  to  pafs  the  in> 
l^try  during  the  night ;  abandoning  our  bag- 
gi^e,  and  leaving  a  detachment  to  capitulate  ibr 
tbe  town's  people,  and  the  Tick  and  wounded ;  on 
which  fubjeft  a  letter  was  ready  to  be  delivernl  to 
General  Walhington.  After  making  my  arrange- 
ments with  the  utmoft  fecrecy,  the  light  in&ntry, 
greatefl  part  of  the  guards,  and  part  of  the  33d 
regim«it,  landed  at  Gloucefter  ;  but  at  this  cri< 
tical  moment,  the  weather,  from  being  moderate 
'  and  calm,  changed  to  a  violent  ftorm  of  wind  and 

rain, 
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tain,  and  drove  all  the  boats,  fome  of  vAich  had  ^'*^^'^ 
troops  on  board,  down  the  river.  It  was  foon  Onp-a. 
evident,  that  the  intended  paflage  was-imprafUca* 
ble ;  and  the  abfence  of  the  boats  rendeved  ii  e- 
qually  impolEble  to  bring  back  the  troops  that  had 
paired,  which  I  had  ordered  abom  two  in  the 
morning.  In  this  fituation,  with  my  little  force 
divided,  the  enemy's  bftttoies  opened  at  day< 
break :  The  paOage  between  this  place  and  Glou- 
cefter  was  much  expofed,  but  the  boats  havii^  * 

now  returned,  they  were  ordered  to  bring  ba(£ 
the  troops  that  had  pafied  during  the  night,  and 
they  joined  lb  the  forenoon  without  much  lo&. 
Our  works  in  the  mean  fime  were  going  to  ruin  ; 
and  not  having  been  able  to  ftrengthen  them  by  - 
abbatis,  nor  in  any  other  manner  than  by  a  fli^ 
fraizing,  which  the  enemy's  artillery  were  demo- 
Ulhing  wherever  they  fired,  my  opinion  entirely 
coincided  with  that  of  the  engineer  and  principal 
officers  of  the  army,  that  they  were  in  many 
places  aflailable  in  the  forenoon,  and  that  by  the 
continuance  of  the  fame  lire  for  a  few  hours  long- 
er, they  would  be  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  to  render  it 
deiperate,  with  our  numbers,  to  attempt  to  main- 
tain them.  We  at  that  time  could  not  Are  a  fmgle 
gun  i  only  one  eight  .inch  and  little  more  than  a 
a  hundred  cobom  uiells  remained  ;  a  diverlion  by 
the  French  ihips  of  war  that  lay  at  the  mouth  of 
York  river  was  to  be  'expeded.  Our  numbers 
.  had  been  dinmtifhed  by  the  enemy's  fire,  but  par- 
ticularly by  licknels  ;  and  the  ftrength  and'fpirits 
of  thofe  in  the  works  were  much  exhaiUled  by  die 
fatigue  of  conftant  watching  and  unremitting  du- 
ty. Under  all  thefe  circumftances,  I  thought  it 
would  have  been  wanton  and  inhuman  to  th^ 
lafl  degree  to  facrihce  Cie  lives  of  this  fmall  body 
of  gallant  foldiers,  who  had  ever  behaved  with  fo 
much  fidelity  and  courage,  by  expofing  them  to 
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toMiMiiieUi  aflault,  whkh,  from  the  numbers  and  precan- 
Chl^  tionof  the  enemy,  could  not  fail  to  fucceed.  I 
^'"''  therefot'e  propofed  to  (d)  capitulate,  and  I  have 
the  honour  to  inclofe  to  your  excellency  the  copy 
of  the  correfpondence  between  General  Warn- 
ington  and  me  on  that  fubjeft,  and  the  terms  of 
the  capitulation  agreed  upon.  I  fmcerely  lament 
that  better  could  not  be  obtained  ;  but  I  have  ne- 
.glefted  nothing  in  my  power  to  alleviate  the  mis- 
fortune and  diftrefs  of  both  officers  and  foldier^. 
The  men  are  \^ell  clothed  and  provided  with  ne- 
ceflaries,  and  I  truft  will  be  regularly  fupplicd  by 
.  the  means  of  the  officers  that  are  permitted  to  re- 
main with  them.  The  treatment,  in  general,  that 
we  have  received  from  the  enemy  fince  our  furren- 
der,  has  been  perfeftly  good  and  proper :  But  the 
kindneft  aiid  attention  mat  has  been  fhewed  to  us 
by  the  French  officers  in  particular,  their  delicate 
fenflbility  of  our  Atuation,  their  generous  and 
preffing  offer  of  money,  both  public  and  private, 
lo  any  amount,  has  really  gone  beyond  what  I  can 
poflibly  defcTibe,  and  will,  I  hope,  make  an  im- 
preffion  on  the  breaft  of  every  officer,  whenever 
the  fortune  of  war  (hould  put  any  of  them  into 
our  power. 

■  Although  the  event  has  been  fo  unfortunate,  the 
patience  of  the  foldiers  in  bearing  the  grcatcft  fa- 
tigues, and  their  firmnefs^and  intrepidity  under  a 
perfevering  fire  of  fliot  and  (hells,  that  I  believe 
has  not  often  been  exceeded,  deferved  the  higheft 
admiration  and  praife  :  A  fuccefsful  defence,  how- 
ever,  in  our  fituation  was,  perhaps,  impoflible  ; 
for  the  place  could  only  be  reckoned  an  intrenched 
camp,  fubje£t  in  moil  places  to  enfilade,  and  the 
ground,  in  genera),  fo  difadvantageous,  that  no- 
filing  but  the  neceffity  of  fortifying  it  as>a  polt  to 
proted -the -navy,  coul3:haVe  induced  any  perfon 
to  ereft  works  upon  it.  .Our  force  diminJlhed 
daily 
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daily  by  lickne&  and  otbei:  lofies,  and  was  reduc-  Noutuih* 
ed  vibta  we  offered  to  capitulate,  on  this  fide,  to  (^^, 
Uttle  more  than  three  thoufand  two  hundred  rank 
andfilefitfor  duty,  including  ofHcers,  fervants  and 
artificers  ;  and  at  Glouceiler,  about  fix  hundred, 
including  cavalry.  The  enemy's  army  confifted 
of  upwards  of  eisht  thoufand  French,  nearly  as 
many  continentals,  and  five  thoufand  militia. 
They  brought  an  immenfe  train  of  heavy  artillery, 
molt  amply  furnifhed  with  ammunition,  and  per- 
fectly well  manned. 

The  conftant  and  univerfal  cheaifulnefs  and  fpi- 
rtt  of  the  officers  in  all  bardihips  and  dangers  de- 
ferve  my  warmed  acknowledgements  ;  and  I  have 
been  particularly  indebted  \q  Brigadier-general 
O'Hara  and  Lieuteoant-colonel  Abercrombie,  the 
former  commanding  on  the  right,  and  the  latter 
on  the  left,  for  their  attention  and  CKOtioa  on 
every  occafion.  The  detachment  of  the  a3d  re- 
gimoit  and  of  the  marines,  in  the  redoubt  on  the 
right,  commanded  by  Captain  Apthorpe,  and  the 
fubfequent  detachments,  commanded  by  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Johnfon,  deferve  particular  conunen- 
dation.  Captain  Rochfbrt,  who  commanded  the 
artillery,  and,  indeed,  every  officer  and  foldier  of 
that  diftinguifhed  corps,  and  Lieutenant  Suther- 
land, the  commanding  engineer,  have  merited  in 
every  refpeftmy  higheft  approbation :  And  I  can- 
not fufficiently  acknowledge  my  obligations  to 
Captain  Symonds,  who  commanded  His  Majefty's 
fliips,  and  to  the  other  oiGcers  and  feamen  of  the 
Iiavy,  for  their  adive  and  zealous  co-t^ration. 

I  tranfmit  returns  of  our  killed  and  wounded  ; 
the  Lofs  of  feamen  and  town's  people  was  Ukewife 
conftderable. 

I  tEull  your  excellency  wHl  pleafe  to  haflen  the 
return  of  the  Bonetta,  after  landing  her  paffen- 
gers,  in  qompliance  with  the  uticle'  of  capitula- 
tion. 

Lieute- 
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MMwwtbe     Lieutenant-colonel  Abercrombie  vill  hare  the 
5^^    honour  to  deliver  tbi«  diTpatcb,  and  b  well  quali- 
fied to  explain  to  your  excellency  every  particular 
relating  to  our  pall  and  prefent  Situation. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE     X.) 


C<0  tffEarl  CornwaHW  letter  ioGeneral  Wajhinporiy 
dated  Torky  in  Virginia,  Oilobcr  lyth,  1781. 

S  I  R, 
1  PROPOSE  a  ccflation  of  hoftilities  for  twen- 
ty-four  hours,  and  that  two  officers  nuiy  be  ap- 
pointed by  each  fide,  to  meet  zi  Mr.  Moore's 
houfe,  to  fettle  terms  for  thefurrender  of  the  polU 
of  York  and  Gloucefter. 

I  iiave  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  . 

COaNWALLIS. 


Copy  of  General  Wa/hington's  letter  to  Earl  Com- 
walUs,  dated  utsnp  before  Terky  ipb  O^hter, 
1781. 

My  Lord, 
I  HAVE   had  the  honour  of  receiving  your 
lordfhip's  letter  of  this  date. 

An  ardent  defire  to  iave  the  e^fion  of  human 
blood  will  readily  incline  me  to  liften  to  fuch  terms, 

for 
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for  the  furrender  of  your  pofts  and  gamfons  atHoto^w** 
York  and  Gloucefter,  as  are  admifCble.  o<,i«c 

I  wiifa,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  commif' 
fioners,  that  your  lordfliip's  propofals,  in  writing, 
may  be  fent  to  the  American  lines ;  for  which  par- 
pofe,  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  during  two  hours 
trota  the  delivery  of  diis  letter  will  be  granted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.    WASHINGTON. 


Cef^  of  Earl  Cernwailis's  Utter  to  General  Waging' 
tonf  dated  Tori,  in  Ttrffnia^  \jtbOdober,  1781, 
haiffafifwry  P.  M. 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  this  moment  been  honoured  with  your 
excellency's  letter,  dated  this  day. 

The  time  limited  for  fending  my  arifwer  will 
not  admit  of  entering  into  the  detail  of  articles ; 
but  the  haM  of  my  propofals  will  be,  that  the 
garrifons  of  York  and  Gtouceller  fiiall  be  prifo- 
ners  of  war  with  the  ctiftomary  honours ;  ,and, 
fortheconvcniencyoftheindividuals  which  Ihave 
the  honour  to'  command,  that  the  Britiih  mail  be 
fent  to  Britain,  and  the  Germans  to  Germany, 
under  engagement  not  to  ferve  againft  France,  - 
America,  or  their  allies,  until  releafed,  or  regu> 
larly  exchanged  :  That  all  arms  and  public  ftores 
fiiall  be  delivered  up  to  you  f  but  that  the  ufual 
indulgence  of  fide  arms  to  officers,  and  of  retain- 
ing private  property,  (hall  be  granted  to  ofiicers 
and  foldiers :  And  Uiat  the  intereft  of  feveral  in- 
dividuals,  in  civil  capacities  and  coniteAed  with 
us,  IhalLbe  attended  to. 

If  your'ex<;ellenc7  thinks  that  a  continuance  of 
the 
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N^ieitoibethe  fufpenfion  of  hoftiHttes  vill  be  nece&rytd 
c^^t     tranfmit  your  anfwar>  I  -fhaH  hive  ao  objedioBto 
I     the  hour  that  you  may  propofe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 

CORNWAtLIS. 


Copy  of  General  Wejbitipm*t  Utter  to  Earl  Com- 
wallls^  dated  camp  before  Tork^  \Zlb  OSeber, 
1781. 

My  Lord, 

TO  avoid  HRneceflary  difcuffions  and  d^ys.  I 
{ball  at  once,  in  anfwer  to  yeur  lordft^'s.  letter  of 
yederday,  declare  the  general  bafis  upoa  which 
a'definitive  treaty  of  capitulation  may  take  placp. 

TbeganifoDsof  .YoTkaadGtoucdRer,  includ' 
ing  the  feamen,  as  you.  propofe,  fliall  be  recdverf 
prifoners  of  var.  The  conation  annexed,  of 
lending  the  Britifii  and  German  trooc^  to  the  parts 
of  Europe  to  wiiich  they  Tefpeftirely  belong,  is 
inadmiiBble :  Inftead  of  thia,  they  wUI  be  march- 
ed tofuch  parts  of  the  country  as-can  melt  conve- 
tuendy  provide  for  their  fubfiftence  ;  and  the 
benevolent  treatment  of  the  priftmeps,  which  is 
inramJbly  obferved  by  the  Americans',  will  be  ex- 
tmdedto  drem.  The  Ijune  honours  will  be  grant- 
ed to  the  liitrendering  army  as  were  gruxted  to 
the  garrifon  of  Charles;  town. 

"nie  fliipping  and  boats  in  the  two  harbours', 
with  all  their'  guns>  fiores,  tackling,  furniture, 
and  apparel,-  Hull  be  delivered'  'at  thai  prefent 
lUte  to  an  ofiicer  of  the  navy  appoiKted  to  t2k& 
pofleffion  of  than. 

The  artillery,  arms,   accoutrements,  miKtary 

cheft,  and  public  flom  oS  every  denetauiaatioB, 

Iball 
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Hull  be  deliTcredj   animpatr«d,  to  the  heads  ofNotnwtb* 
thii  liepaltnientt  ro  v4uch  they  refpe£Uvely  bo-   ^^ 
long-  . 

Ilie  officers  ihall  be  indulged  in  retaining  their 
iide  arms  ;  and  the  officers  and  foldiers  may  pre- 
ferve  their  baggage  and  efieds,  with  this  referve, 
that  property  taken  in  the  country  will  be  re> 
claimed.  . 

With  regard  to  the  individuals  in  dvil  capaci- 
ties, whofe  interefl  your  lordfliip  wifhes  nmy  be 
attended  to,  until  they  are  more  particularly  de- 
fcribed,  nothing  definitive  can  be  fettled. 

I  have  to  add,  that  I  exped  the  (ick  and  wound- 
ed will  be  fupplied  with  their  own  hofpital  Itores, 
and  be  attended  by  Bridfh  furgeont,  particularly 
charged  with  the  care  of  them. 

Your  lordOnp  will  be  pLeafed  to  Ggnify  your  de- 
termination, either  to  accept  or  rejed  the  propo- 
fals  now  offered,  in  the  courfe  of  two  hours  from 
the  delivery  of  this  letter,  that  commiflioners  may 
be  appointed  to  digeft  the  articles  of  capitulation, 
or  a  renewal  of  hoftilities  may  take  place. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
G.     WASHINGTON. 


Gg  Offy 
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Ml,  daud  Tork,   M  Virghtiat    t$th    eSoUr, 
1781. 


I  AGREE  to  open  a  treaty  of  capitulktioa  ap- 
on  the  bifii  of  the  garr irora  of  York  and  Glou- 
.cefter,  including  fcamen,  betog  prHicmen  id  var, 
without  annexing  the  coodition  of  tbclr  beibg 
fent  to  Europe;  but  I  cxpeft  to  receive  a  co^ 
pcnfatioii  in  the  articles  of  c«f»taIation  for  tbe 
fiirrender  of  Gloucefter  in  its  prefent  ftate  of  dc* 
fence. 

{  fintt  in  particular  defire,  that  ttic  BoMtta 
floop  of  var  may  be  left  entirely  at  my  flil^Kybl, 
from  tbe  hour  that  the  capttutation  is  figned,  to 
receive  am  bid  de  camp  to  carry  m)udtfpatGhes  to 
Sir  Henry  Clinton.  Such  foldiers  as  I  may  think 
proper  to  fend  as  paflengers  in  her,  to  be  manned 
with  fihy  men  of  her  own  crew,  and  to  be  permitted 
to  fail,  without  examination,  when  mv  difpatcbes 
are  rokdy ;  engaging,  on  my  part,  that  the  fliip 
{ball  be  brought  back  and  delivered  to  you, 
if  fhc  efcapes  the  dangers  of  the  fca ;  that  the 
crew  and  foldiers  (hall  be  accounted  for  in  future 
exchanges ;  that  flie  ihall  carry  off  no  officer 
without  your  confent,  nor  public  property  of  any 
kind ;  and  I  Ihall  likewife  delire,  that  the  traders 
and  inhabitants  may  i)referre  their  property,  and 
that  no  perfon  may  be  puniflied  or  molcfted  for 
having  joined  the  Britilh  troops. 
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If  yoa  chafe  to  proceed  to  negociatioo  on  theleitBttttatba 
grooDdi,  I  fliall  appcunttwo  field  officers  of  my^^*^. 
arm;  to  meet  two  officers  from  you,  >t  any  time 
and  place  that  you  think  premier,  to  djgeft  the 
arudet  of  capitulation. 


I  have  the  honoar  to  ke,  &c. 


CORNWALLIS. 


G  g-  a  (NOTE 
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Noicitothc 

S«.  (NOTE      Y.) 

Copy  ef  the  articles  6/  capitulation^  fettled  between 
his  Excellency  General  Wdjhington^  commander  in 
chief  of  the  combined  forces  of  America  and 
Fr*nce-f  his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Rochambeau^ 
lieutenant  general  of  the  armies  of  the  King  if 
France,  great  crofs  of  the  royal  and  military 
order  of  St.  Louis,  commanding  the  auxiliary 
troops  ef  bis  mo/i  Chrijlian  Majejiy  in  America  ; 
and  his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Graffe,  lieutenant 
general  of  the  naval  armies  of  his  mojl  Cbrifiian 
Majejiy  f  commander  in  chief  of  the  naval  army  of 
France  in  the  Chefapeak,  on  the  one  part :  Atd 
the  Right  Honeurai'le  Earl  Cornwallis,  lietaenant 
.  .general  of  his  Britannic  Maj0fi  forces.,  coPt* 
manding  the  garrifons  of  Tork  and  Gloucefter  ; 
and  Thomas  Symonds,  Ejhmre,  commanding  bit 
Britannic  Majefty's  naval  forces  in  Tork  rivers 
in  Virginia^  on  the  other  part. 

Art.  LTHEgamfonsof  York  and  Glouccfter, 
including  the  officers  and  fearaen  of  bii  Britannic 
Majedy's  fliips,  as  well  as  other  mariners,  to  fur- 
render  tbeinfelves  prifoners  of  war  to  the  com- 
bined forces  of  America  and  France.  The  land 
troops  to  remain  prifoners  to  the  United  States  ; 
the  navy  to  the  naval  army  of  bis  moll  Cbrtftian 
Majefty. 

Granted. 

Art.  II.  The  artillery,  arms,  accoutrements, 
military  cheft,  and  public  (lores  of  every  deno- 
mination, (hall  be  delivered,  unimpaired,  to  the 
heads  of  departments  appointed  to  receive 
them. 

Granted. 

Art. 
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Art.  III.  At  twclw  o'clock,  this  <iay  the  two  Not«  loih* 
redoubts  OB  the  left  flank  of  York  to  be  dc-  „^'"'' 
Itvered ;  the  one  to  a  detachment  of  American       ''"' 
iBfamry ;  tlie  otber  to  a  detachment  of  Frcncti 
grenadiers. 
Granted. 

The  garrifon  of  York  will  march  out  to  a  place 
to  be  appointed  in  frorft  of  the  polls,  at  two 
o'clock  precifely,  with  Ihouldercd  arms^  colnlfrs 
cafed,  and  drums  beating  a  Bntilh  or  German 
march.  They  are  (hen  to  ground  their  arms,, 
and  return  to  their  encampments,  where  they 
will  remain  until  they  are  difpatchcd  to  the  places 
of  their  dcftination.  Two  works  on  the  Glou-  . 
celler  fide  «ill  be  delivered  at  one  o'clock  to  a 
detachiMent  of  French  and  American  troops  ap> 
pointed  (o  poffefs  them.  The  garrifon  will  inarch 
out  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  the  ca- 
valry, with  their  fwords  drawn,  trumpets  found- 
ing }  and  th(  iahiittry  in  the  manner  prefcribed 
for  the  garrifon  of  York.  They  are  llkcwire  to 
return  to  their  encampments  until  they  can  be 
finally  marched  off. 

Art.  IV.  Officers  are  ta  retain  their  fide  arms. 
Both  officers  and  fotdiers  to  keep  their  private 
property  of  every  kind,  and  no  part  of  their 
baggage  or  papers  to  be  at  any  time  fubjed  to 
fearch  or  infpedion. .  The  baggage  and  papers  of 
officers  and  foldiers  taken  during  the  ficge  to  be. 
likcwifc  preferved  for  them. 

Granted.  ^ 

It  is  underflood,  that  any  property,  obvioofly 
belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of^  thcfe  ftates,  in   - 
the  poflcwon  of  the  garrifon,  fliall  be  fubjed  to 
be  reclaimed. 

Art. 
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KoiMiathi  Art.  V.  The  foMiers  to  be  kept  in  Virginity 
(JSL  BJatyland,  or  Penofylvanva,  and  as  niucli  by  re- 
^*^'  gimenu  as  poffiblc,  and  rupplied  witli  the  ftu&e 
rations  of  proviflont  as  are  allowed  to  foldiers  m 
the  fenrice  of  America.  A  field  officer  from  each 
nation,  to  wit,  Britilh,  Anfpach,  atid  Heffian, 
and  other  officers  on  parole,  in  the  proportion  of 
one  to  fifty  men,  to  be  allowed  to  rcfide  near 
tbor  Tefpedive  re^imebts,  to  vifit  them  fre. 
quently,  and  be  wiinefies  of  their  treatment ; 
and  that  tbeir  officers  may  receive  and.  deliver 
doatbing  and  other  neceflaries  for  them ;  for 
which  paffports  are  to  be  granted  when  ^lUed 
for. 

Granted. 

Art.  VL  The  generri,  daff,  and  other  offi- 
cers, not  employed  u  mentioned  in  the  above 
articles,  and  who  chnfe  it,  to  be  perimited  to  go 
on  parole  to  Europe,  to  New  York,  or  any  otbec 
American  maritime  polls  at  prcfent  in  the  poC- 
feflion  of  tlie  Britifli  forces,  at  their  own  optioo, 
and  proper  vellcis  to  be  granted  by  the  Count  dc 
Grade  to  carry  them  under  flags  of  truce  to  New 
York  within  ten  days  from  this  date,  if  poiible, 
and  they  to  refide  in  a  diftrid,  to  be  agreed  up- 
on hereafter,  until  they  embark. 

The  officers  of  the  civil  department  of  the  ar- 
-   my  and  navy  to  be  included  in  this  article.    Pafl^. 
ports  to  go  by  land  to  be  granted  to  thofe  to 
whom  vcflels  cannot  be  faraiflied. 
Granted. 

Art.  VII.  Officers  fi!>  be  allowed  to  keep  fol- 

^rs  as  jervani«s  according  to  the  common  prac- 

■  '  tice  trf  the  fervice.     Servants,  not  foldiers,  arc 

notto  bcconfidered  as  prifoners*  and  are  to  be 

allowed  to  attend  their  mafters. 

Granted. 
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A^T.  Vm.  Tbc  9onetu  Hgop  of  war  to  bcKumwdw 
equippcdj  and  navt^ted  by  its  prefent  captain,  q^!^, 
and  crcv,  aad  left  entirely  at  tbe  difpofal  of  hard 
CornwaJtis  from  the  hour  chat  tbe  capitulation  ia 
flgDcd*  to  receive  an  aid-dc-camp  to  carry  dif- 
patcbes  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton ;  and  fuch  foldters 
as  be  may  think  proper  to  fend  to  Nev  York,  to 
be  permitted  to  foil  without  examination,,  when 
bi^  difpatcbes  are  ready.  His  lordtbip  engages, 
OD  his  part,  that  the  fliip  fhail  be  delivered  to  the 
order  of  the  Count  de  OralTe,  if  flic  efcapcs  the 
dangers  of  the  fca;  that  fiie.fliaU  not  carry  off 
qny  public  ftores.  Any  part  of  the  crew  that 
may  be  dcBcient  on  her  return,  and  the  foldicrs 
paflcagcri,  to  b?  accounted  for  pa  her  de- 
MTery. 

Art.  IX.  The  traders  are  to  preferve  their 
property,  and  to  be  allowed  three  tnonths  to  difr 
pofe  of  or  remove  them  i  and  thofe  traders  are 
not  to  be  confidered  as  prilbneis  of  war. 

The  traders  will  be  allowed  to  difpofe  of  their 
effeds,  the  allied  army  having  the  right  of  pre- 
emption. The  traders  to  be  coBlidcred  as  pri- 
fon^r*  of  war  upon  parole. 

Art.  X.  Natives  or  inhabitants  of  different 
parts  of  this  country,  at  prefent  in  York  or 
Glouceflrer,  are  not  to  be  puniOicd  on  account  of 
having  joined  the  BritiQi  army. 

This  article  cannot  be  aflented  to,  being  al- 
together of  civil  refort. 

Art.  XI.  Proper  bofpitals  to  befumiflied  for 
the  ftck  and  wounded.  They  ate  to  be  attended 
by  their  own  furgeons  on  paro}^  j  and  they  are  to 
be  furniflied  with  medicines  and  ftores  from  the 
American  hofpitaU. 

Tho 
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NoMUthe  The  hofpital  (lore*  now  in  Yorkand  Gloucefter 
cta^.  ^»"  *>=  delivered  for  the  ufe  of  the  Brit'iib  fick 
and  wounded  PaOfxirts  will  be  granted  for  pro- 
curing them  farther  fupplies  from  New  York,  at 
occafion  may  require ;  and  proper  bofpitaU  will 
be  fumiOied  for  the  reception  of  the  Tick  and 
wounded  of  the  two  garrifons. 

Art.  XII.*  Waggons  to  be  fumiflied  to  carry 
the  baggage  of  the  officers  attending  the  foldiert, 
and  to  furgeopa  when  travelling  on  account  of 
the  ftckt  attending  the  hofpit^s  at  public  expeace. 

They  arc  to  be  furni0ied  if  poffible. 

Art.  Xm.  The  fliipiung  and  boats  in  the  twa 
harbours,  .with  all  their  ftores,  guns,  tackling, 
and  apparel,  fcall  be  delivered  up  in  their  pre- 
terit ftate  to  an  officer  of  the  navy  appointed  to 
take  pofleflion  of  thein,  previoufly  unloading  the 
private  property,  part  of  which  had  been  on 
board  for  fecurity  during  the  fieg'e. 
Graced. 

Art.  XIV.  No  article  of  capitulation  to  boin- 
fringed  on  pretence  of  reprifals;  and  tf  theacbe 
any  doubtful  expreffions  in  it,  they  are  to  be  in- 
terpreted according  to  the  common  meaning  and 
acceptation  of  the  words. 
Granied. 

Done  at  York  town,  in  Virginia,  Od.  19, 1781. 
CORNWALLIS. 
THOMAS  SYMONDS. 

3)one  in  the  trenches  before  York  town,  ia 

Virginia,  Oft,  19,  1781.         • 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Le  Comte  de  ROCHAMBEAU 

Le  Comtc  de  BARRAS,  en  mon 

nom  &  celui  du  Comte  de  GralTe. 
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(NOTE      Z.) 

^xtra3s.—From  the  journal  of  the  Dperatioju  rf  the 
French  corps  under  the  command  of  the  Count  df 
Rochamheau, 

ON  the  i4lh  of  (a)  September,  Gmeral 
WaOiington,  myfelf,  and  the  Chevalier  de  Chat- 
teleux,  arrived  at  Williamfburgh,  where  we 
found  the  Marquit  de  la  Fayette,  in  conjundion 
with  the  Count  de  St.  Simon,  who  had  taken  an  ex- 
cellent pofition,  waiting  for  us.  After  all  (be 
mod  'inquieting  news  we  had  received  on  the 
route,  of  the  ^appearance  of  the  enemy's  fleet, 
the  departure  m.  that  of  Count  de  Graffe,  of  an 


route,  of  the  ^appearance  of  the  enemy's  fleet, 
the  departure  m.  that  of  Count  de  Graffe,  of  an 
engagement  on  the  ctb  of  September,  the  ap- 
pearance  of  two  EngUQ)  frigates  in  the  bay,  wc 
at  length  received,  on  the  night  of  the  i4ih,  by 
^  letter  from  Count  de  GtaSc,  a  circumOantial 
account  of  the  following  fafls :  Admiral  Hood 
had  joined,  on  the  28th  of  Auguft,  Admiral 
'  Gravel'  fquadron  before  New  Yorkj  they  both 
&iled  the  51ft  to  Chefapeak  bay,  at  the  inltant 
our  iihovement  by  land  towards  Philadelphia  had 
been  dibrovered.  The  Engliih  fquadron,  confift- 
ing  of  twenty  fiiips,  arrived  the  5th  at  Cape 
Charles,  intending  to  get  the  ftart  of  Count  de 
Graflfe ;  the  latter,  having  then  fifteen  hundred 
^en  in  his  chaloups,  which  had  debarked  the 
troops  of  Count  de  St.  Simon,  and  were  not  re- 
turned, without  hefitation  cut  his  cables,  and 
went  to  engage  the  enemy  with  twenty-four  Ihips, 
leaving  the  red,  to  blockade  Lord  Cornwallis  in 
the  rivers  York  and  James  :  The  Count  de  Graflfe 
having  purfued  fome  time,,  returned  on  the  nth 
into  the  bay,  where  he  found  the  fquadron  of 
Count  de  Barras,  which  failed  the  25tb  of  Au- 

guft 


,.,oogk 


458  cAMFAievs  or  1780  and  ijZt  iv  t«b 

Hciotoiheguft  from  Newport,  with  ten  -tninfporta,  haTing 
^^_  on  board  our  ficgc  artillery,  and  entered  the  bay 
'  on  the  lotb  of  September  in  good  conditioo. 
-The  two  £ogti(h  frieates,  being  between  the  two 
ftjoadront,  were  takca.  Inuaediately .  the  lea 
traolporti  cJ  ttK  Count  de  Barras,  the  frigates, 
aod  the  (mzes  of  Count  de  Graffe>  were  de- 
tached to  carry  onr  troops  to  Annapolis,  under 
the  ordcri  of  the  Sieur  de  Wilkbrune,  com* 
Blander  (^  the  Romulus,  who,  with  the  Baron 
Viomenil,  ufed  fuch  expedition,  that  they  ar- 
rived on  the  25th  in  Williamfburgh  (b)  creek, 
vbere  they  difembarked  the  army  on  the  afith  and 
Vjlh.  On  the  zSth  (c)  the  allied  army  Bajircbed 
from  Williamfburgh  at  break  ef  day  for  York 
town,  and  the  French  corps  of  fyren  tbou&nd 
n>cn  began  the  inveftment  from  the  head  of  York 
river  to  ^e  morafs  near  O^onel  Nelibn's  houTe, 
ukiBg  aidvantage  of  tbe  woods,  creeki,  {ec. 
In  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  block  up  the  enemy  vith- 
in  piftol  fiiot  of  their  works,  the  three  French 
brigades  marked  out  the  ground,  and  encamped 
fecurely  from  tbe  enemy's  cannon.  Tbe  Baron 
de  Viomenil  cotnmandcd  the  grenadiers  and  chaf- 
feors  of  the  array  as  the  Tan  guard.  On  the 
29th  the  American  army  palTed  the  nlorafe,  and 
tbe  inveftment  of  York  town  became  complete, 
and  was  quite  blocked  up.  The  infantry  of  Laa- 
zun  being  debarked  on  the  23d,  marched  under 
the  Duke  de  Lauzun  to  rejoin  their  cavalry, 
which  had  marched  by-  land  into  Glouceller 
county,  under  Brigadier.gencral  de  Wicdcn,who 
comHiandcd  there  a  body  of  twelve  hundred 
American  militia.  The  whole  legion  was  joined 
there  on  the  28th,  the  day  of  the  inveftment  of 
York  town.  On  the  night  between  the  29th  and 
30th,  the  enemy,  fearing  to  be  infulted  in  the 
confined  pofition  which  they  had  fortified,  aban- 
doned all  their  polls. 

■We 
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soanrsKK  pnoviircu  or  kostk  MtsjucA. 

We  employed  the  3otfa  in  lodgin?  ourfelves  K 
in  the  abandoned  works,  which  enabled  us  to  , 
block  up  the  enemy  in,  %  cUccle.  of  very  little  ex- 
tent, and  gave  us  great  (d)  advantage.  Qn  the 
3d  of  O&ober  the  Sieur  de  Choify  marched  to 
block  up  GIouceftCT,  and  talte  a  pofition  at  three 
miles  difUnce  from  that  place. 


(NOTE      AA.> 

E3arttils.r~Fr9m  the  jauntal  ef  the  ^emHcnt  ^  the 
Jhtt  midfr  Caau  de  Gra§i. 

TH  E  jth  of  Auguft  the  fleet  w«ghed  anchor 
from  St.  Domingo,  and  on  the  30th  arrived  in 
the  bay  of  (^edpeak.  The  dHpatcbes  of  Gene- 
rals Waihittgttn  and  Rochambeao,  received  by 
the  Count  de  GrafGc,  informed  him  of  the  fttua- 
tion  of  their  anny,  and  die  fiiccefs  whieh  the 
Britilh  anas  had  obt:uned  in  Virginia  and  Mary- 
rand.  The  frigate  Concorde,  by  which  tbi«  in- 
telligence had  been  conveyed,  was  fent  back  to 
acquaint  the  above  generals  diat  the  French  fleet 
was  arrived  off  Cape  Henry. 


NOTE 
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(NOTE    BB.) 


Return  of  the  killed,  woundedf  and  mj^m,  of  the 
foUomr^  corpsyfrom  the  a8/A  of  Septeimm-  to  the 
igo/Q^pbert  1781, 

ROYAL  artillery.  24  rank  and  file  killed ; 
2 1  ditto  wounded  ;  2  ditto  milliag. 

Guards.  I  fierjeant,  3  rank  and  file,  killed; 
I  ferjeant,  21  rank  and  hie,  wounded. 

Light  infantry,  i  lieutenant,  3  ferjeants,  24 
rank  and  file,  killed ;  3  lieutenants,  2  ferjeants, 
I  drummer,  5 1  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

17th  regiment  i  drummer  killed  ;  i  ferjeant, 
6  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

23d  regiment.  2  lieutenants,  i  feijeant,  ft 
rank  and  file,  killed ;  3  ferjeants,  2  drummers, 
15  rank  and  file,  woundedi 

33d  regiment,  i  captain,  7  rank  and  Ale,  kil- 
led ;  1  lieutenant,  t  ferjeant,  10  rank  and  file, 
wounded  ;  i  fubaltem,  7  rank  and  file,  mifltng. 

43d  regiment,  i  ferjeant,  9  rank  and  file,  kiU 
led;  I  ferjeant,  i  drummer,  16  rank,  and  file, 
pounded ;    i  captain,  1 1  rank  and  61e,  miJIing. 

71ft  regiment,  i  lieutenant,  9  rank  and  file, 
killed;  3  drummers,  19  rank  and  file,  wounded; 
I  major,  10  rank  and  file,  milling. 

76th  regiment,     i  drummer,  5  rank  and  file, 
'  killed ;  i  lieutenant,  4  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

80th  regiment.  1  rank  and  file  killed  ;  1 1 
ditto  wounded ;  1  captain,  9  rank  and  file,  mif- 
fing. 

Two 
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Two  battalions  Anfpach.  i  ferjeant,  ii  rankHoMitoiiw 
and  file,  killed ;  4  ferjeants,  30  rank  and  file,  c^^. 
wounded.  *■ 

Prince  Hereditaire.  1  ferjean^,  2  drununen, 
1 9  rank  and  file,  killed ;  7  ferjeants,  i  drummer,  ^ 

49  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  2  ferjeants,  14  rank 
and  file,  milling. 

Regiment  de  Bore,  i  captain,  4  ferjeants,  13 
rank  utd  file,  killed ;  i  enfign,  4  ferjeants,  3 
drummers,  32  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  i  fer- 
jeant,  10  rank  and  file,  mifling. 

Total.  2  captains,  4  lieutenants,  13  ferjeants, 
4  drummers,  133  rank  and  file,  killed;  5  lieute- 
nants,  1  eiifign,  24  ferjeants,  1 1  drummers,  285 
rank  and  file,  wounded ;  i  major,  2  captains,  i 
fubaltem,  3  ferjeants,  63  rank  and  file,  mifling. 

Rank  and  names  ef  officers  in  the  above  return. 

HON.  Major  Cochrane,  a£Ung  aid-de-camp 
to  Earl  Comwallis,  killed. 

Light  infantry.      Lieutenant  Campbell,    74th 

company,  killed ;  Lieutenant  Lyfter,  63d  ditto, 

'  wounded,    fuice  dead  r  Lieutenant  Dunn,    63d 

ditto,  wounded,   fince  dead;  Lieutenant  Light- 

burne,  37th  di||o,  wounded. 

23d  regiment.  Lieutenants  Mare  and  Guyon 
killed. 

33d  regiment.  Captain  Kerr  killed.  Lieutenant 
'  Carfon  wounded. 

71ft  regiment.     Lieutenant  Frafer  killed. 
76th  regiment.    Lieutenant  Robertfou  wound- 
ed. 

Captain  'Rail  killed,  Enfign  Sprangenberg 
wounded. 

CommilTary  Perkins  killed. 

J.    DESHARD, 
Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 

(NOTE  . 


«E2  4AIIVAUHU  OP   I^S  JljHD  «f  &C   W  ^W 

Sink 

(W  O  T  E     CC,) 

£xtrw&  ^nhtttr  frem'GeneralWa/bhij^oit,  dattd 
bfadqmrterty  nearTorkt  OSober  zy,  tySj. 

SIR, 

1  BO  myfelf  the  bonour  to  eDclofe  to  yotfr 
excellency,  copie»  of  tctoTw  of  priTonera,  artH- 
lery,  arnu,  ordnance,  and  other  Aores,  fnnen- 
dered  bj  -Ac  enemy  itt  tliejr  pofb  of  Yxjik  and 
"Glonc^er,  onthe  igthiAftant,  which  "were  not 
-completed  at  the  thne  of  my  lait  difpatdie«,  and 
but  this  momem  banded 'to -me:  Avaftof  dteit 
pofb,  with  the  plan  of  attack  and  defence,  is  alfo 
traufndtted ;  and  tvmt^-fom  ftandards,  taken  at 
the  fame  time,  are  leaof  to-be  laid  b^K  -Con- 

My  'prefent  difpatches  being  important,  I  have 
committed  them  to  the  cite  ot  Colonel  Humphiy, 
one  of  my  aid-ile-can^,  whom,  for  his  attendon, 
fidelity,  and  good  fervices,  Ibeg  leave  to  recom- 
mend to  Congrefs,  and  to  youi^xceUeacj. 

.'General  return  of  ^cert  and  privates  furrtniatd 
prifenert  of  vsar^  the  igtb^O^oberj  1781,  « 
tbe  allied  army,  u?ider  the  command  of  General 
Wc^iitgtoOf  taken  from  the  original  mufter  nils. 

GENERAL  and  {Uff.  i  lieutenant  genenl, 
I  brigadirr  general,  1  lieutenant  colonel,  and  a 
majors,  5  captains,  a  lieutenants,  a  cbapIaioB, 
I  town  major,  i  commiflary  of  ,prifoners,  i  af- 
fifUnt  quarter  maAer,  i  forgeon  and  field  in|bec- 
tor,  3  furgeons,  la  mates,  2  purveyors,  4  new- 
aids,  2  ward  mailers,  19  alfilbmtt,  a  carpenters, 

L,._,  ._d_,Coog[c 
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5  deputy  conw^iffiM,  i  dnnty  conumflary  of  NMntoO* 

coopera,  I  labourer.    Total,  79.  t««tw»- 

Aitillery.  2  captains,  9  Ueutenanti,  i  forge. 
on,  1  mtttCt  I  ferjeant,  4  dnmM,  193  rank  and 
fil«,  I  commiftry  of  milkaiy  flores,  9  conduc- 
tors, 5  condtt£korsoffaofffe,  t6aTtifi£en.  Total, 
833. 

'   Guardk.     3  fieutenant  cdonels,    12  captains, 
I  enfign,  3  adjutantt,  i  quarter  maJler,  i  furgcon, 

mates,  25  Jerjcftna,  1 2  drums,  467  rank  and 

e.    Total,  5*?. 

Light  infantry,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  i  major, 
10  captains,  16  lieutenants,  i  eirfign,  afurgeons, 
33  ferjeanu,  13  drtnns,  594  rank  and  tile.  Total, 

671. 

iTthreg^ent.  t  lieutenant  colonel,  3  cap- 
tains, 8  lieutenants,  4  enfigns,  t  furgeon,  9  fer- 
jeants,    13  drums,   205   tank  and  file.    Total, 

^45- 

23d  regiment.  3  captains,  6  lieutenants,  i 
adjutant,  I  furgeon,  i  mate,  16  feijeants,  205 
rank  and  file.    Total,  233. 

33d  renment  i  lieutenant  colonel,  3  cap- 
tains, 5  lieutenants  i  enfign,  i  furgeon,  25  fer- 
jeants,  9  drums,  325  rank  and  file.    Total,  260. 

43d  regiment,     i  major,  3  captains,  5  Heute>. 

iiants,  3  enfi^,    i  quarter  mailer,   i  furgeon, 

'  22  lerjeants,  16  drums,  307  rank  and  file.    Total, 

359-  .  ' 

71(1  regiment,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  i  major, 
I  captain,  11  liq^tenams,  4  enfigns,  i  adjutant, 
I  quarter  mzfter,  i  furgeon,  i  mate,  2S  fer- 
jeants,  a  drums,  242  rank  and  file.    Total,  309. 

76tli  regiment,  i  major,  '£  captains,  16  lieu< 
tenants,  4  enfigns,  i  adjutant,  1  quarter  mafter, 
I  furgeon,  i  mate,  38  ferjeants,  iS  drums,  628 
rank  and  file.    Toul,  715. 

8otb  regiment. 
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NDinuik*      80th  rc^TDiciit     I  InUtcnaat colonel,  s  Qujon* 

ckluf  5  captains,  17  llcuteitantSy  3  cofigm,  i  ^Ijutant, 
I  quarter  niaileri  i  furgeon,.!  m^ej  49ia3eantt, 
20  drums,    588  rank  and  file.     Total,  689. 

Twobattalioiu-of  AnTpaeh.  3  colonels,  i  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  I  ni;^or,  8  captains,  33  lieute- 
nants, I  chapl^,  3  quarter  meters,  a  furgeons, 
20  mates,  32  feijeants,  25  drums,  948  rank  and 
file,  I  waggon  mailer,  8  waggoners,  a  provofts 
marfhal,    i  afliflant.     Total,  1077. 

Prince  Hereditary.  i  lieutenant  colonel,  i 
major,  5  captains,  5  lieutenants,  4  enligns,  i 
chaplain,  i  quarter  mafler,  4  furgeons*  mates, 
19  feijeants,  11  drums,  425  rank  and  file,  6 
waggoners,   i  provoft  marlhal.     Total,  484. 

Regiment  de  Bofe.  2  majors,  5 .  lieutenant^ 
2  enfigns,  I  adjutant,  i  quarter  raafter,  i  fui'' 
geon,  3  nutes,  46  feijeants,  16  drums,  271  rank 
and  file,   i  provoft  marihal.    Total,  349. 

Yagers.  1  captain,  3  lieutenants,  i  furgeon, 
I  trumpet,  68  rank  and  file.    Total,  74. 

Britifli  legion.  1  lieutenant  colooel,  6  cap- 
tains, 8  lieutenants,  3  cornets,  6  quarter  mafters, 
I  furgeon,  17  feijeants,  7  trumpeters,  192  rank 
and  file.     Total,  241. 

Queen's  rangers,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  i  majo^ 
10  captains,  15  lieutenants,  11  comets,  3  quar- 
ter mafters,  2  furgeons,  24  ferjeub,  5  tniinpe- 
.  ters,  248  rank  and  file.     Total,  ^o. 

North-Carolina  volunteers,  i  lieutenant  colo* 
nel,  5  captains,  7  lieutenants,  8  enfigns,  7  fer- 
jeants,    1 1 4  rank  and  file.     Total,  142. 

Pionee|;s.  2  captains,  3  lieut£nanu,  4  feijeantt, 
23  rank  and  file.    Total,  44. 


En^eett. 
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Engineen.  2  fienteBbnts. — Loyal  forefters.  ifcta.  niw 
a  captains,  i  lieutenant,  a  rank  and  file.— Third  ^^u 
New-Jerfey  volunteerg.  i  captain,  i  lieutenant, 
2  rank  and  fUe.~— Nev-York  volunteers,  i  cap- 
tain, I  enfign,  i  rank  and  file. — Viivinia  volun- 
tef!rs.  I  captain,  i  rank  and  file. — ^ng's  Ame- 
rioKiw  renment.  i  lieutenant,  i  rank  aiid  file- 
General  Delancey's  battalicA.  a  enfigns,  z  rank 
and  file. — North-Carolina  independent  company. 
.  I  mfign,     1  rank  and  file.    Toul,  23. 

Taken  on  the  14th  and  16th  ofOdober.  i  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  2  majors,  2  captains,  i  enfign, 
a  fi^eants,  70  rank  and  file.    Total,  84. 

Total.  I  Keuteoant  general,  i  t»i«idier  ge- 
neral, 3  colonels,  14  lieutenant  colonels',  16 
majors,  97  captains,  180  lieuteHants,  $$  enfigns, 

4  chaplains,  6  adjutants,  18  quarter  mailers,  18  • 
fiirgeons,    15  mates,   385  ferjeants,    179  drums 

ana  trumpets,  6039  rank  trnd  file,  i  tovn  major, 
I  commi&ry  of  prifoners,  1  Pliant  quarter 
.mailer. — Hofpital  department,  i  furgeon  and 
field  infpedor,  3  furgeons,  10  mates,  2  purvey. 
ors,  4ftewards,  a  ward  mailers,  19  affiftants, 
1  carpenters. — Commiffiu7  department.  5  depu- 
ty  commiffimes,  i  deputyv»mmi£ary  of  fcJn^ 

5  aififtant  commiffaries,  2  clerks,  3  iffuers,  2* 
coopers,  i  labourer,  i  (ommilTary  of  military 
ftores,  9  condudors,  5  condudors  of  horfe,  16 
artificers  1  waggon  mafter,  15  wagoners,  5  pro> 
Toft  mafters  and  affiftants,  80  followers  of  the 
army.    Amounting  in  the  whole  to  7247  men. 

N.  B.  By  an  elhmate  -colleded  by  the  amutant 
general,  the  kUled  during  the  fiege,  including . 
oiGcers,  amount,  at  leaft,  to  309,  and  the  defer. 
ters  1044. 

.(Signed)        THOMAS  DURICK, 
Dep.  Com.  Prif. 

Military  chdil,  jC-^i^i-  6/.  llerling,  dollars  at 

^.  id.    . 

H  h  Return 
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Mnmu  At  Return  eferdnana  and  ^ndStarj  Jtvres  taken  at  Tori 
^"L,       and  Ghucefter,  m  Virgiaia,  by  tbi  furrender  ^ 
the  BriHjh  army,  on  the  19/i  0/  Oa^^,  1781. 

Brals  ordnauce.  Cvmon  on  trtvellmg  car- 
riages; 2  amufet^t,  la  Are«-pounders,  i  of 
four,  12  of  lix,  I  of  nine.  —  Ga^on  caniaget. 
4.  twelve-pounders,  3  of  fowr,  3  of  nine. 

Howitzers  on  treveUing  carriage*,  fi  of.  five 
one-fUth  indies,  3  of  ^ght  ditto  {  not  nunint- 
ed,  6  of  eight  india. 

Mortars.  Mounted,  1 1  of  four  two-fifth  ni- 
ches, 7  of  five  one^talf,  i  of  fixteen ;  not 
Hoounted,  I  of  four  two-fifths,  5  ,of  thirteen. 
Total,  75. 

Iron  ordnance.     Cannon  on  garrifbn  or  fhq>   , 
»  cardies  i  1  0°^  oqc^pounda*,  3  of  diree,  S  of 

four,  30  of  fix,  4z  of  nine,  1 8  of  twtlrc,  47 
of  eighteen ;  on  travelling  carriages,  i  of  twen- 
ty-four.— CafTOn^es  on  fliip  qimages ;  4  of  fc- 
ven,  27  of  ei^teen.. — Swivels,  -6.     TofaJ,  (J9. 

Cartridges.  Flannel  filled,  for  caaBon ;  so  for 
four-pounders,  278  for  fix;»  18  for  nine,  40  ibr 
twelve^  236  for  tweaty-four-pounders. --Mortars  j 
3^1  for  four  two-fiiise  inch,  386  for  five  one- 
'half  ditto,  33  for  eight  ditto.— Howitzenj  87 
for  five  one-half  inch-  , 

Fape(  filled,  for  cannon;  417  for  tfarc&ponft- 
derB,  236.  for  four,  836  for  fix,  €96  for  niiK, 
870  for  twelve,  900  for  eighteen,  28  for  twenty- 
four-poundersf — Swivels,  (howitzers).  1 85. 

Flannel  empt^,  for  cannon ;  193  for  fix-pcwn- 
ders,  26b  for  nine,  10  for  twelve,-  502  for  eigfau 
teen»  7  for  twenty-four-poun(ier&— Howitzers^ 
g^  for  five  one-half  inch,  175  for  eight  ditto.     - 

Paper  empty,  foreannon;  425  for  four-poun- 
ders, 702  for  fix,  L36  for  nine,  502  for  twelve, 
53  for  eighteen,  250  for  twenty-foiir-pounders. — 
Swivels,    2810.  ' 

■Cylinders, 

D,.;,l,ZDdbyG00;^lc 


SOSTHBRIV  PRDVtMCES  OV  NORTH    AMERICA*  46^. 

CylindeTS,  nine-pounders,  380.  Motutottw 

Shot.  Round.  Loofe  ;  50  fot  diree-fwun-  c^li^. 
dera,  251  for  four,  3965  for  fiic,  i^yt  for  nine, 
1635  fortwelTC,  2927  for«ghteen,  75dfortweiw 
.  ty-four  pounders  ;,  foced  \ritb  flaanel  for  cartridges, 
676  for  three,  .530  for  fix  pounders  ;  lln^^d 
wbout  cartridge,  676  for  three-pounders,  520 
for  fix,  78a  tor  twelve;  226  for  twenty-four 
pounders. 

Cafe.  Fixed  with  flannel  cartridges,  278  for 
thros-pou^ders,  83  fot  fucditto  ;  widunit  car- 
tridges, 177  for  three-pouadsrs,  255  for  hve^ 
599  for  nioe,  it  17  for  twelve,  48  for  eighteen, 
106  for  tvepiy-foiir  }  howitzers,  515  for  four 
two-fiiU»  inch,  90  for  five  one-hitlf  ditto,  97  for 
eight  ditto. 

Bar  i  17 -for  .Aree-pooadera,'  33  for  fow,  24 
for  fix,  loo  for  nine,  82  for  eighteen,  8d  for 
twenty'fouo       ■ 

.  Grape.  Reind.  51  for  ;hree  pounders,  53 
for  four,  22ofa(r  fot,  212  for  nine,  80  for  eigh* 
,teeii,  86*  fw  twcdty'Jbur  ;  boxes  of  loofe  grape, 
26  i  barrdff'Vf  ^kto,  1  ;  rounds  of  langrel,.  24. 

"Wads  forbanoMW  ;  230  for  four-pounders,  670 
for  fix,  734  for  nine,  635  for  eighteen-pounders;.' 

Sholb.  Ksed  ;  a  1 3  for  four  two-fifth  inch  ; 
unAxed,  77  for  fivo  one  one-half  inch,  150  -for 
eif^t  dito>y  35  .  for  dnrteen  '.ditto.-v-Carcafot*' 
eight  indi,  6 fixed;  hand gvenadei  fixed,  603.'  - 

Fuzes,  fixed  }  514  for  five  one-half  inchr  ^° 
for  sight  ditta 

-  Spunges,  ladlesr,  and  wad  hooks ;  8  for  one«4 
pounder,  35  for  three,  8  fot'  four.,  69  for  fix,  95" 
for  nine,  33  for  twelve,  33  fi>r  eighteen,  z  fpi( 
tfventy-four.    Different  fizes,'  without  flavea,  5&^ 

Fire  aims,  iuu   Mufkets,  wi&  bsyuneta,  5743  j 
vithout  bayonets,  915;    1136   damaged)    car- 
H  h  2  bines 

• 


468  CAMPAIGNS  OF   I^So  AMD   1781    IK    THS 

M«nto«ebliiet,ji ;  fuzeea»32;  piftoU,  137;  bra&  blun- 

^^^    derbaSet,  1 1  »    iroa  ditto,  9 ;  bayonets,   688 } 

^"'"   bayonet  fcabbardt,  1140;  bayonet  belts,  1777; 

cartridge  bozes^   6444  ;    tin  canniflcn,   800 ; 

pouches  for  ^agcn,  350  }  ^red  match  pipes,  86  i 

muflcet  cartndges,  fixed  with  ball,  166,274;  83 

barrels,  and  89  half  barrels  of  powder  ;  £ibr«s, 

1925  }  ditto  diUDagcd,  100  }  hotiitnun's  fwords, 

173  }  halberts,  3i  i  ditto  damaged,  14  ;  pikes, 

aio* 

Regiments  ftandards.     German,  18  }  BritS^ 

6  i  Biitifli  union  flags,  4. 
Campcoloun.    German,  32;  Biitifli,  41. 
Drums,  good,  32}  damaged,  19  ;  drumflii^ 

18;  iife  caies,  10  j  fife  flings,  7  ;  tnm^et,  1  ; 
bugle  horns  t8)  French  horns,  5. 

Muflcet  balls,  29  boxes,  locJb.  cachj  leidin 
pMces,  1301b.  }  mufltet  Sints,  34,200. 

Slow  match,  4Z45lb. }  fire  balls,,  28;  fire 
rings,  12  ;  fulpJlui,  501b. ;  faltpKre,  ^olb  ;  flax, 
71b;  fpclter,  ilb'y  emery,  4lb ;  kitt,  32lh..; 
meiJ  powder,  31b :  junk,  6oolb. ;  of  flbe-inch , 
rope^  I  coil;  two-inch,  ditto  a ;  nK>4nd*half, 
ditto  3  ;  three-inch,  2 ;  four  and  eight^nch,  i 
coil  each. 

.  8  l^Dtems,  viz.  3  tin,  i  horn,  and  4  dark. 

-■  Signal  rockets,  36  ;  tubes  of  fizes,  6705  ^ 
tid>e  boxes,  62  ;  .port-fires,  787  ;  port-fir^  ftocksy 
28  ;  lint  flocks,  16  ;  lead  sfircms,  90;  fteei 
fpikes,  <8o  ;  powder  boms,  260;  fliell  fcrq}er^ 
8  }  kitt  bruflies,  5  ;  hand  bellows,  2  ;  fets  for 
Aizes,  7  ;  kitt  ladles,  6  ;  faze'  engines,  a  ;  can- 
non haverfacks,  30  ;  powder  bags,  23  ;  oilcloths^ 

7  }  hair  cloth,  i  ;  budge  barrels,  punches  for 
cannon,  12  ;  large  brafs  calipers,  2  ;  fhotgauges^ 
3  fets  i  denting  fcrews,  2  ;  priming  wires,  36. 

Appa* 
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Apparatus  for  hot  Ihot,  i  ;  fetg  of  brafi  fcales  NM«ti»(ba 
«nd  weights,  j  ;  copper  funnels,  4  ;  powder  chSw 
flalks,  4i  Com)er  powder  meafures,  29  fets  ;  21  ^^' 
reams  of  mulket  cartridge  paper,  1 1  hanks  of 
marline,  catgut,  and  twine,  21  hammers,  i  pafr 
of  jHOceTs,  33  tenant,  hand,  whip,  and  crols- 
cut  faws,  4  Pallets,  5  rafps,  3  piuing  and  draw- 
ing knives,  i  coopers  adze,  s  drifts,  15  ayes,  4 
jHckazes,  29  hatdiets,  26  tomahawks,  1 3  fpades, 
63  crow  bars,  143  hand  fpikes,  2  (hears  for  iron, 
2  ffMSy  with  falls  and  blocks  complete ;  6  brafs 
Ihears  for  tackle  blocks,  44  tackle  falls  and 
blocks,  2  calks  of  nails,  ^6  bars  of  fleel,  7  Iheets 
of  iron,  92 1  braft  hoops,  la  fets  of  drag  ropes, 
50  fets  of  jnen's  hamels,  60  dreiTed  calPs  fkins, 
22  hides  or  tanned  leather,  2  boxes  of  combuiti- 
bles  for  fire  Ihips,  2  kegs  of  tallow,  9  ammuni* 
tion  waggons,  4  powder  carts,  39  cart  Addles, 
'  soo  collars^  334  hems,  215  bridles,  133  pair  of 
trace  chains,  33  brich  bands,  73  cruppers,  lo 
laboratory  chens. 

4  ChSfts  with  tools  for  £iddlers,  carpejiterSf 
coopers,  and  blackfmiths. 


(Signed)-  H.     KNOX. 

Commanding  the  artillery 
«f  the  United  States. 


Return 
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Vofioikt  Rfturn  «/"  wass<""}  bor/ett  and  ftores^    delivered 
Ch^r.       h  *^^  quarter  mafierf  and  found  in  Terk  and 


T. 


•  FORTY-THREE  waggons,  with  horfes  and 
hainefs,  40  ditto,  without  Harners,  broken,  260 
hor&t,  339  laddies,  88  blind  bridles,  i  j  coUars, 
jobr^ech.bands,  18  back  bands,  18  belly  bands, 
18  fides  harnefs,  4  calf  ikins,  a  dozen  of  bridle 
bits,  3  pair  of  fmich's  bellows,  3  fets  of  collar 
and  harnefs-maker's  toots/ 
-    4  Anvils,  and  tools  for  three  blackfmiths. 

4  Sets  of  carpenter's  tools,  old  and  rufty,  57 
French  laddies,  40  French  bridles,  i^olb.  tenc 
cord,  14  balls  fpun  yarn,  3  pieces  girt  web,  t 
hemp  hackel,  i  cafk  tent  pins  and  hatchets,  60 
'  crofs-cat  faws,  and  fame  carpenters'  and  coopers* 
adzes,  20-  Hies,  20  chiflels,  20  fmall  hammers, 
'^Ib. '  lamp  blacky  100  waggon  boxes,  loolb. 
twine,  a  ton  of  oakum,  3  ton  hemp,  9  bolts  fut 
duck,  29  calks  nails  aflbrted,  3  tons  iron,  a  quau* 
tity-  of  fails  and  rigging,  i  barrel  turpentine,  2 
and  half  barrels  tar,  4  grinding  (lores,  9  kegs 
paint,  3.  jars  oil,  2  boxes  window  glaJs,  about 
logo  fand  bags',  4  tons  coals,  and  a  few  planks, 
.  500  bufhels  com,  62  ditto  meal,  23  boxes  can- 
dles, 400  flieets,  68  pillowcafes,  300  bed  cafes, 
70  old  blankets,  2  old  rugs,  3  ftoves,  182  nar- 
'  row  axes,  4  iron  pots,  100  knapfacks  and  haver, 
facks,  150  foldiers  coats,  100  pair  of  breeches, 
70  pair  trowfers,  70  failors  jackets,  613  groce 
buttons,  jIb.  thread,  ,15  pair  (hoes,  i  marquee, 
"450  foldiers  tents,  200  movels,  fpades,  and  picks. 

(Signed)        T.    PICKERING;    C^M.G. 
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^  rvtum  of  ciothii^iaien  in  the  towns  gf  Tori  an</MutM  lo  a 

Gkucefier,  the  1 9/A  of  Oaober^  1 7  8 1 .  ^  h.^'' 

ONE  hundred  and  eighty-feven  coats,  126 
wpolten  breeches,  16  pair  flioes,  116  hats,  7Q 
blankets,  170  linen  ovo^ls,  15^  Scotch  bonnets, 
108  leather  ftocks,  279  bed  cares,.i54  pUlow  caf- 
es, 436  Ibeets,  150  fallors  jackets. 

Cloibmg  received  from  Captain  Girlock,  Oflober  26, 
1781,  and  acknowledged  to  be  Brttijh  clothings 
fubjeil  to  the  articles  ^  capjtulation. 

TWO  hundred  and  eighty-three  coats,  241 
breeches,  25  hats,  1 9  caps,  i  z  yards  buff  doth, 
20  yards- red  cloth,  71  and  half  yards- ozen-brigs, 
24,  packing  flieets.  . 

Clothing  received  from  Captain  Girlocky  deputy  quar- 
tet'majier,  OBober  i6y  1781,  who  was  in  a  coT' 
tel  vejfel  in  Tork  river^  and  whofe  effeds,  in  con- 

/equmeeif  his  violation^  the  right  of  flags,  were 
adjudged  to  be  forfeited^  and  were  csr^equently 

feizeafor  tbe  public  ufe. 

SEVENTY-SEVEN  uniforms  for  non-conunif- 
'fioned  ofGcers,  1 7  ditto  drummers,  420  ditto  pri- 
vates, 62  ditto  fervants,  537  pieces  Knen, 
27  ditto  ribband,  899  and  huf  ells  blue  cloth, 
426  ditto  white  cloth,  763  ditto  red  flannel,  i86d 
ditto  ribband,  170  hats,  7  caps,  35  woollen 
breeches',  iioo  pair  hofe,  1348  pair  fhoes,  68 
'ftiirts,  1030  black  flocks,  ^^  pair  leather  gloves, 
171  iind  half  dozen  buttons,  40  pounds  thread, 
10  and  a  half  hides  tanned  leather  ■,  3  chefts,  con- 
tents unknown  j  2  bales  fole  leather,  i  bale  red 
flannel. 

(Signed)  D.     AMERMAN, 

A.  to  the  C.  G. 

Return 
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prcvifimu  and  'Jiorei 
Titri  and  Gloucefter. 


Hcu^ite  Rttum  ff  the  i^owjimu  and  'fiortx  in  tbe  pwU  tf 
Tin-.'        '  "■ 


TWO  hundred  and  fixty-feven  barrels  of  flour, 
weight  73,28olb.  ;  520  bags  of  bread,  59,6oolb.i 
96  barrds  of  b^,  20,i9cjlb.  j  365  harrcis  of 
pork,75,75olb. ;  361  firkins  of  buner,  t9,87olb.; 
5  calks  ojf  oatmeal,  iigolb.  ;  597  barrels  pea/e, 
quantity  29,895  buflieU;  130^  liquors,  1250 
gallons;  16  b^  coffee,  25001b.)  2obag8cocoa, 
300(^b.  ;  50  bufiiels  fait  i  3  hogflieads'  fngar, 
^ooolb.  ;  5  calks  vinegar,  300  gulons  }  3  jars 
oil,  9  gallons  j  29  barrels  rice,  i50olb>. ;  i  ca& 
'raifins. 

(Signed)    THO.    JONFS.    D.  C  ifliies. 
JACOB    WEED.    A.  C  iffues. 
AD.  DOLMAGE,  A.  C.  Br.  army. 


A  Uft  ef  veJeU  taken  and  dejirojed  at  Tort,  in 
Virpnia^ 

VESSELS  of  war.— The  Charon,  44  guns  j 
Guadaloupe,  28  ;  and  Fowey.  Bonetta,  24  ; 
Vulcan  fire  flup,  24. 

Tranfports. — Mackerel,  Succefs  ;  Providence, 
Captain  Hunter,  and  Providence,  Captain  Barri- 
man  ;  Favourite,  Harmony,  Concord,  Edbo- 
rough,  Selina,  Ocean,  Elizabeth,  Diana,  Eme- 
rald, Fidelity,  Lord  Mulgrave,  Robert,  Race, 
horfe,  Houllon,  Sally,  Two  Brothers,  Prefwtt 
Succellion,  Shipwright,  Horfmgton,  Neptune, 
Lord  Howe,  Bellona,  Andrews,  General  Rdde- 
fel,  Tartar. 

Veffels  belonging  to  the  army.— Defiance,  For- 
midable, Rambler,  -Spitfire,  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  &nall  Hoops  and  fchooners,  and  12  or  15 
gallies. 

Private 
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Private  Tcflels. — ^TTie  Cochran,  North  Briton,  N«e.t»Ow 
Su&nna,  Amo ';    Enedert  and    Mathews,  two  cb^. 
Dutch  prizes. 

'  A  privateer  of  so  guns,  qukc  new. 

Befides  many  other  veflels  funk,  and  a  great 
number  of  fliallopa  and  fchooners. 

The  naval  prifoners,  exclufive  of  tfaofe  belong- 
iilg  to  die  private  tranfports  and  other  veflels,  are 
840. 

PublUhed  by  order  of  Gongreft, 

CHAALES  THOMPSON,  Sec. 


AFPENBEL 
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A    P    P"  E    N    D    I    X. 


Anion  near  Camden. — Surraider  of  fort  Watfm.'^ 
Caiiiden  evacuated. — Ktnety-ftx  invejied. — Sar- 
render  of  Augufta.-~General  Greene  repalfed  with 
if^  at  Ninety^x. — Lord  Rawdon  forces  Greene 
to  retreat,-  •  —  Ninety-Jix  evacuated'^'ASion  at 
Eutawt. 


ALTHOUGH  the  events  that  occurred  in  Car 
,  rolina  are  highly  interefting,  they  could  not 
be  produ^ve  of  luch  important  coofequep'ces  to 
Great  Britain  as  the  operations  in  Virgima  ;  for 
which  reafon  the  narrative  was  not  interrupted  to 
relate  them :  But  in  order  to  render  this  work, 
complete,  to  the  fall  of  York  town,  the  different 
affairs,  fieges,  and  adtions,  between  the  King's 
troops  and  the  Americans  to  the  fouthward,  are 
here  given  fi-om  the  belt  authorities,  and  as  fre- 
quently as  poUible  in  the  language  of  the  refpec- 
tive  commanders. 

The  (i)  departure  of  Earl  Comwallis  to  Wil- 
mington having  left  South  Carolina  open.  Gene- 
ral Greene  did  not  negled  the  opportunity  of  di- 
recting his  views  to  that  province.  An  experi- 
ment upon  an  untried  enemy  was  fatisfadory  ia 
the  defign,  and  afforded  room  for  hope  in  the  ex- 

(O-^cAannil  Rcgiflcr,  pip  to,  rHr'i;l& 

ccution  % 
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Atution  ;  at  the  worft,  he  could  not  reafonably  ^rpe*. 
apprehend  falling  into  rougher  hands  than  thofe  oix. 
be  bad  fo  recently  encountered :  But  it  was  alTo,  in 
reality,  that  vulnerable  part,  to  which  a  judicious 
conunander  moft  neceflarily  haVe  direded  his  ope- 
rations. He  bad,  however,  ftill  a  vigorous  ene- 
my to  encounter,  from  whom  no  advantage  could 
be  cheaply  purchafed.  « 

The  communications  were  fo  entirely  cu?  off, 
that  Lord  Rawdon  had  no  manner  of  knowledge 
of  the  movements  of  the  Britifli  army  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Guildford  ;  much  lefs  could  he  have  the 
XDofl  diftant  idea  of  the  hard  oecellity  which  com-  ' 
pelled  Earl  Comwallis  to  fly  from  thearms  of  vic- 
tory, abandon  the  line  of  operation,  and,  by  a 
di^ult  march  of  two  hundred  miles,  retire  out  of 
q^way  to  Wilmington  :  He  could  not,  there- 
fore,  but  be  aflonilhed  at  receiving  the  intelll* 
gence,  that  Greene,  whom  he  Io<^ed  upon  as 
ruined,  or,  at  leall,  as  having 'fled  to  Virginia, 
vas  in  full  march  to  South  Carolina,  with  a  view 
of  attacking  him  at  Camden.  He  was  likewile  in- 
formed, about  the  fame  time,  that  Colonel  Lee 
bad  pafTed  the  Pedee  and  joined  Marion  on  the 
Black  creek,  or  river,  with  an  apparent  view  of 
entering  the  province  on  the  oiftem  border. 
Lord  Rawdon  judicioufly  conceived,  that  this 
movement  was  only  feint,  fubfervient  to  the  prin< 
cipal  defign  ;  intending  tiiereby,  to  indjice  him  to 
divide- hie  fmall  force,  and  to  draw  him  away  horn 
Camden,  whilft  Greene  ihould,  in  the  mean  time, 
by  forced  marches  through  a  deferred  country, 
&om  whence  no  intelligence  of  his  approach  could 
be  received,  furprife  that  weakened  poU  in  bk  ab<  , 
Cwce. '  From  this  right  conception  of  the  delign; 
the  meafure  produced  a  direft  contrary  effeft  to  • 
that  which  was  intended  ;  for  in&ead  of  Lozd 
Rawdon's  going  himfelf,  or  detaching,  to  refift 
tbe  diverfion  on  that  fide,  it  occafioned  his  imme'. 
2  diately 
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ArFiH-  diately  Fecalling  Lieatenant-coload  Watfon,  who 
"'*•     had  been  long  employed,  vidi  a  conftderable  de- 
tachment, for  the  prote^on  of  the  ealtern  iron- 

'  tier. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  doubtful  reports  iriilch 
had  before  reached  hini  were  now  confirmed,  and 
he  received  clear  information  of  Greene's  ap- 
proach  ;  and,  though  he  was  totally*  ignorant  of 
his  ftrce,  yet  being  equally  in  the  dark,  with  refpeft 
to  Earl  Comwallis*  fituation,  and  having  no 
particular  in(lru£iions  for  his  guidance,  he 
thought  it  his  duty,  at  all  events,  to  maintain  }i3s . 
pod.  In  thefe  circumllances  it  was  highly  vexa- 
tious, that  although  fome  of  the  militia  Ihewed 
great  zeal  and  fidelity,  tn  coming  from  ccmfidera- 
ble  difVances  to  offer  their  fervices,  yet  the  fc^Mr 
ftate  of  provifions  prevented  him^m  bdng  abMI 
benefit  by  their  afiillance,  excepting  only  thoTe 
whofe  particular  fituarion  expofed  them  to  fufier 
from  the  enenty,  and  who  were  on  that  account 
received  within  the  poft.  At  length.  General 
Greene  appeared  in  full  view.  The  paucity  of 
troops,  and  the  extenfivenefs  of  the  pofts  which 
they  had  to  defend,  were  fufficient  motives  with 
the  Britifh  commander  for  not  rifldqg  the  lois  of 
men,  by  any  attempt  to  harafs  the  enemy  in  their 
approach,  llie  fame  caufes  had  obliged  him  to 
-abandon  the  ferry  on  the  Wateree,  although  tHe 
South  Carplina  regiment  was  on  its  way  to  join  him 
from  Ninety'fix,  and  that  wai  its  dire^  courfe  : 
He  had,  however,  taken  his  meafuws  fo  well,  as 
ta  fecure  the  paOage  of  that  regiment  upon  its  ar> 
rival  three  days  after.  In  thefe  circumftances  he 
received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Balfour,  at  Charles 
town,  acquainting  him  of  Earl  Comwallis'  fitua- 
•  tion  ;  and  likewife  fignifying  to  him,  that  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  bang  fiiUy  fenfible  of  the  dan- 
ger to  which  he  would  b?  expofed  in  his  prefenx 
pofidoi^ 
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pofidon,  viihed  that  he  might  abandon  Camden,  Amw- 
and  retire  for  feciirity  within   the   cover  of  the     dix. 
great  rirer  Santee<     The  necefBtrof  the  meafure 
waSi  upon  this  information,  fufficiently  obvious, 
'bnt  the  accompliflmient  of  it  was  not  now  within 
Im  power. 

The  efforts  made  by  the  enemy  to  examine  the 
Britifli  WOTks,  and  particularly  an  attempt  to  dc> 
ftroy  their  mill,  necefiarily  brought  on  fome  fldr- 
■lilheSi  By  the  prifooers  taken  in  thefe  excui- 
fioni,  Ixird  Rawdon  bad  the  fatis^^on  to  learn, 
that  General  Greene''s  army  vfiB  not  by  any 
Hieans  fo  numerous  ashehadapprehended,butthat 
conliderable  reinforcements  were  daily  ezpefted* 
To  balance  this,  he  received  the  un&vouiable  intel> 
Ugence,  that  Marion  had  taken  fuch  a  polition,  at 
ToKlered  it  imprafticable  for  Colonel  Watfon  to 
join  him,  whofe  arrival  he  had  till  that  time  impa* 
tiently  expeded. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  it'feemed  that  fome  im- 
mediate  and  decifive  effort  was  become  little  left 
than  ablbluteiy  neceflary,  in  order  to  evade  much 
nreater,  and  not  iar  diftant,  evil  and  danger. 
Gr^me  himfelf  had  the  fortune  to  make  an  open* 
ing  for  die  operation  of  this  neceffity,  in  a  man- 
ner which  was,  in  ai^iearance,  far  from  being 
confiftent  with  his  condnd.  With  a  view  of  a 
general  affault  upon  the  Britilh  polls,  he  had  fent 
off  his  artillery  and  bagg:^,  a  day's  march  in  the 
rear  of  the  army  ;  but  foon  after  he  abandoned 
that  refolutioo,  and  detached  all  bis  militia  to 
bring  back  the  artillery.  Such  irrefoludon,  or 
indecifion  of  mind,  can  never  be  difplayed  under 
the  eye  of  a  vigilant  enemy,  without  great,  if 
sot  certain,  danger. 

Lord  Rawdon'e  intell^ence  was  tzrdy ;  but  be 
inllantly  perceiTed  the  miportance  of  the  occa-  ^^j^  ^^ 
lioD,  and  detennined  as  inllantly,  if  pofiible,  to  ctci>d«i>. 
leixe 
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Aptin-  laze  it.  By  arming  the  muficians,  <fawiuiien; 
*"*•  and  every  being  in  the  army  that  was  able  to  carry 
a  firelock,  he  mullered  above  nine  hundred  for 
the  field,  including  fixty  dragoons.  Aiuil  25di. 
Witii  this  force,  and  two  fiz.pound«rs,  be  boldly 
marched  to  attack  the  aflailing  army  in  their  camp, 
in  open  daylight,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning ; 
committing  the  redoubts,  and  every  thing  at  Cani' 
den,  to  the  cuflody  of  die  militia,  and  a  few  fick 
foldiers.  The  enemy  were  potted  about  two 
mites  in  front  of  the  Britifh  lines,  upon  a  very 
fhrong  and  .difSoiIt  ridge,  called  Hobkirk's  bill. 
^By  filing  clofe  to  the  fwamps  on  their  right,  the 
BritiJh  columns  got  into  the  woods  ui^rceived, 
and  by  taking  an  extenfivt  circuit,  came  down  on 
the  enemy's  left  fiank,  thus  depriving  them  of  the 
principal  advantage  of  thdr  fituation.  Tbey 
were  fo  fortunate,  and  ^m  enemy  fo  JhamefuUy 
remifs  and  inattentive,  that  they  were  not  in  all  this. 
conrfit!  difctwered,  until  the  flank  complies  of  the 
volunteers  of  Ireland,  which  led  the  column,  fud- 
denly.  poured  in  upon  their  pickets  :  Thefe,  though 
fupported,  were  almoft  fuddenly  driven  in,  and 
pulhed  to  their  camp.  ^ 

Akhbi^h  the  enemy  were  in  much  vifible  con- 
fu6on,  yet  they  formed  with  expedition,  and  re- 
ceived the  Britifh  ccJumn  bravely.  As  if  it  had 
been  in  fome  meafureto  countervail  the  difadvan> 
tages  incident  to  tharfurprife,  they  were  cheered, 
early  in  the  a^on,  by  the  arrival  of  three  fix- 
pounders  ;  a  cirounflance,'  which  Ihowers  of 
grape' Itiot  foon  announced  to  the  BritiOi  troops. 
The  attack  on  that  Tide  was  led  with  great  fpirit 
by  Lieutenant-coloael  Campbell,  at  the  head  of 
the  63d,  and  of  the  King's  American  regimem  ; 
but  the  exteal  of  the  enemy's  line  feon  obliged 
the  commander  in  chief  to  -puOi  forwani  the  vo- 
lunteers of  Ireland  ivom  the  rderve.-  Thefe  three 
corps 
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corps  pufhed  the  enemy  with  fucfa  refolution,  that  Afvih- 
tfaey  dioTe  tbei^o  the  fummit  of  die  hill ;  and  .dix. 
baring  made  room  for  the  reft  of  the  troops  to 
come  into  a^on»  their  rout  was  then  quickly  de- 
cided. They  purfued  them  about  three  miles ; 
but  the  oiemy's  cavalry  being  fuperior  to  tbe^n- 
tiJh,  their  dragoons  could   not   rifk  much  ;  and 

*Lord  Rawdon,  duly  confidering  his  inferiority  in 
number,  would  not  fuffer  the  mfand7  to  break 
their  ordn*,  for  any  benefit  that  might  be  expected 
from  the  purfuit  of  the  fugitives. 

During  the  purfuit,  a  part  of  die  enemy's  ca- 
valry, under  Colonel  Waflungttm,  either  by  de- 
fign,  or  through  ignorance  of  the  ftate  of  the  ac- 
tion, came  round  to  the  rear,  and  exaded  pa- 
roles from  feverat  of  the  Britilh  officers  who  lay 
wounded  in  the  field;  they  likewifecarried  off  feve- 
ral  wounded  men.  Theenemy's  killed  andwouaded 

■  were  fcattered  over  fuch  an  extent  of  ground,  . 
thar  their  lofs  could  not  be  afcertained  ;'  Lord 
Rawdon  thinks  the  eftimate  would  be  low  if  it 
were  rated  at  five  hundred  ;  Greeners  account 
makes  it  too  tow  to  be  credited.  About  an'huii' 
dred  prifoners  were  taken  ;  befidet  that,  a  num- 
ber of  their  men,  finding  their  retreat  cut  off, 
went  into  Camden,  and  claimed  protefitioa,  un- 
der pretence  of  being  deferters.  The  en'ohy's . 
cannon  efcaped  by  great  fortune  :  Being  run 
down  a  fteep  hill,  among  ibme  thick  brulh  wood, 
they  were  eafily  paffed  ■  without  nodce,  in'  the 
warmth  of  the  puiiuit,  by  the  Bridfh  troops,  and 
before  their  return  they  were  carried  clean  off  by 
"Wafliington's  cavalry. 

The  (i)  lofs  on  theBridlh  fide,  however  mode- 
rate in  other  refpe£ts,  was  much  greater  thaa  they 
could  afford^  and  exceeded  one  fourth  of  their 
whole  number :  It  amounted,  in  killed,  wouode^^ 

(t)  Vid(AjinDilRc|i(tcr,  pici  *J.7'«  ■!*<>- 
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Amu-  ^^^  miffing,  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight :  Of 
BIX.  thefe,  only  diirty-eight  were  flaid^but  die  wound- 
ed were  equally  a  detra£tion  from  immediate 
firength,  and,  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  a 
very  heavy  incumbrance.  Only  one  officer  fell } 
bu^twelve  were  wounded,  and  moll  of  them  were 
difcharged  upon  parole.  The  fpirit  and  judge- 
ment (hewn  by  the  young  commander  of  the  Bri-* 
tifll'  forces,  deferves  great  commendaiion.  He 
was  moll  gallantly  feconded  by  his  officers  and 
troops. 

Another  (3)  account  of  the  aflion  is  contained 
in  a  letter  nom  Lieutenant-colonel  Ballbur  to 
Lord  George  Gertnain,  dated  Charles  town.  May 
1,  1781. 

Mt  Lord, 

BT  Lord  Comwallit's  difpatches,  which  are 
-  herewith  tranfmitted,  your  lordQiip  will  be  inform' 
ed,  that  after  the  ^Qio^  at  Guildford,  GenenJ 
Greene,  being  obliged  to  retire  from  before  the 
King's  army,  tum^  his  views  towards  this  pro- 
vince, as  me  more  vulnerable  point,'  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  Lord  CorawalUs. 

With  thjs  idea,  on  the  9th  ultimo,  he  came  be- 
fore Camden,  having  with  him  near  fifteen  hun- 
dred continentals,  and  feveral  corps  of  militia ; 
Lord  Rawdon  having  charge  of  that  poll,  and 
about  eight  hundred  Britifli  and  provinaal  troops 
to  fuftain  it. 

For  fome  dajrs  General  Greene  kept  varying 
lui  pofition,  waiting,  as  is  fuppofed,  to  be  rdn- 
ibrced  by  the  corps  under  Brigadier  Marion  and 
Colonel  Lee,  whidb  were  on  their  way,  being  or- 
dered to  join  him. 

Judging  it  necdlary  to  flrUce  a  blow  before  this 
jun^on  could  take  place,  and  learning  that  Ge* 

peraL 
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netal  Greene  had  detached  to  hnog  up  bis  bag-  ArrtK- 
gage  and  provifioni.  Lord  Rawdon,  with  the  aix. 
moft  laarkra  deciTioD^  on  the  moming  of  the 
35tb,  marched  with  the  greater  part  of  his 
force  to  loeet  bim,  and  about  ten  o'clock  attacked 
the  rebels  in  their  camp  at  Hobkirk's  with  diat 
fpirit,  which,  prevailing  over  fuperior  numbers 
and  an  obftjnate  refiftance,  coi&pelled  them  to 
give  way,  and  the  purfuit  was  continued  for  three 
miles.  To  accident  only  they  were  indebted  for 
laving  their  ^uns^  which  being  drawn  into  a  faoU 
low,  oQt  otihs  road,  were  overlooked,  by  our 
troops  in-the  fiulfa  of  vidory^  and  purfuit;  fo  th^t 
their  cavalry,  in  which  they  greatly  exceeded  us, 
had  an  ojqiortunity  of  taking  mem  off. 

My  Lord  Rawdcm  ftates  the  lols  of  the  enmy 
oa.  ttuB  occafion  as  upwards  of  one  hundred  made 
piifbnors,  and  four  hundred  killed  and  wminded  ; 
his  own  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  in  which  is 
included  one  officer  kiUed  and  eleven  wounded. 

After  this  defeat,  General  Greene  retired  to  . 
Rugriey'i  mills,  twelve  miles  from  Camden,  in 
order  ^o  call  in  his  troops,  and  receive  the  rdn-< 
forcementE  ;  but  as  Lieutenant-colonel  Watfon, 
of  the  guards,  -who  had  been  fome  time  detached  - 
by  Lord  Rawdon,  with  a  corps  of  five  hundi^-- 
men,  to  cover  the  eaftem  frontiers  of  the  province, 
is  dire£ked  by  tne  to  join  tiis  lordlhip,  I  am  in 
hopes  he  will  be  able  fpeedily  to  accompltih  this. 

It  is  to  feveral  lettCTS,  whifh  Lord  Rawdon  has 
been  fo  good  to  tranhnit  me,  that  I  am  iudefaced 
for  the  detail  I  have  how  the  honour  to  prefent 
your  lordihip,  and  which,  I  tmftj  his  lordlhip 
will  hereafter  conclude  in  the  moft  fati^&ory 
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Arriii* 

The  following  is  the  ateomt^  publijhea  by  order  tf 
Cdmrefii  of  the  aStian  between  Genial,  Greene 
(irfd  Lord  Rawdont  vt  the  %$th  ^  Aprils 
1781. 

.7oSamu«l  HuNTiiHGDOH,  ^f%me,. 

-       SIR. 

(4)  I  HAD  the  honour  to  write  to  your  ez- 
ccUcncy  tbe  lA  ioftant,  April,  to  inform  you  tfau 
we  were  encamped  before  Camden,  having  found 
it  iiiipoflible  to .  attenipt.  to  Itocm' the  town  with 
any  hopes  of  fucceis;  and  having  no  otheral- 
tentative,  but  to  take  fuch  a  pofition  a>  ihould 
indiue  the  enemy  to  fally  from  their  wortu.  Ta 
thia  end,,  we  pofted  ouriclres  on  an  emiBenoe 
about  aniile  from  the  town,  near  the  high  road 
leading  to  Wadavs-:  It  waa  covered  with-  woodc, 
..  and  flanked  on  the  left  by  an  impaffiible  fwamp. 
The  ground  between  tins  piace  and  the  town  is 
coTcredibya  thick  wood  and  flirubbery^  '  In  this 
fituation  we  remained  coDfiandy  onibe  watch, 
and'  ready  foe  aftion  aba  tnoinent's  warning; 

Oa.tbe  morning  ^:. the  ajtb,  about  eleven 
o'clock,  our  advanced .  pidiLcts  received  liie  6rft 
fin: :  fcom  tbe  enemy,  aat)  returned  it  warmly. 
The  line 'was  formed,  in  an  inftant.  General 
Hi^ec's.  brigade  ti^.  tbe  right.;  Colonel  Wil- 
Uaots's  Maryland  brigade  to  the  left ;  the  ar- 
rillery  in  tbe  center )  Cobnel  Read,  with  fome 
militia,  formed  a  kind  of  fecond  line  \  Captain 
£irkw«K)d»  with  the  light  in£intry,  was  pofted  in 
our  front,  arid  when'  the  enemy  advanced,  be 
was  foon  engaged  with  tbem,  and  both  he  and 
his  men  behaved  witb  a  great  deal  of  bravery  ; 

(4)  Vide  Remembrancer,  page  116,  3d  pair,  1781. 
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not  did  the  pickets  under  Captaipg  Morgan  and  Am*. 
Benfoa  aft  witb  lefs  courage  or  regularity.     Ob-    *ix< 
fervbg  that  the  enemy  advanced  with  but  few 
men  abreifl,  I  ordered  Lieutenant-colonel  Ford, 
vitb  the  ad  Maryland  regiment,  to  flank  them  on 
the  left,  while  Lieiitenant-colonel  Campbell  was 
to  do*-  the  fame  on  the  right.     Colonel  Gunby, 
vitb  the  itl  Maryland  regiment,  and  Lieutenant* 
colonel  Haves,  with  the  2d  Virginia  regiment^ 
received  orders  at  the  fame  time  to  defcend  front 
the  eminence,  and  attack  in  front  j  and  I  fent 
Lieutenant-colonel  WaOiington  at  the  fame  time 
Co  doable  the  right  Sank,  and  attack  the  rear  of 
the  enemy.    The  whole  line  was  foon  in  aftion  in 
.  the  midft  of  a  very  fmart  fire,  as  well  from  our 
fmall  arms  as  from  our  artillery,  which,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Harrifon,  kept  playing 
upoii  the  front  of  the  enemy,  who  began  to  giv.e 
my  on  all  fides,  and  tbeir  left  ablblutely  to  re- 
treat; when.^nibnunately,  two  companies  on 
the  right  of  A  1  ft  Maryland  regiment  were  en- 
tirely thrown -into  diibrder;    and,   by  another 
Aroke  of  4ftrtune,  CoIoikI  Gunby  ordered  the 
red  of  the  regiment,  which  was  advancing^to 
take  a  new  portion  towards  the  rear,  where^Bc 
tw^  companies  were  rallyii^.    This  moyemenC 
gare  the  whole  regiment  an  idea  of  a  retreat, 
wbici)   foon   fpread    through  the  3d  regiment, 
which  retreatol  accordingly }  they  both  rallied 
afterwards ;  but  it  was  too  late ;  the  enemy  had 
gained  the  eminence,  filenced  the  artillery,  and 
obliged  us  to  draw  it  off..  The  id  Virginia regi-    ■ 
mem  having  defcended  the  eminence  a  liiite,  and 
having  its  flank  left  naked  by  the  retreat  af  the 
Marylanders,   the    enemy  immediately    doubled 
upon  them,  and  attacked  them  both  on  the  flank 
and  in  front.     Colonel  Campbell's  regiment   was 
thrown  ino  confufion,  and  had  retreated  a  little ; 
I  thercforethought.it  neceflafy  for  Colonel  Hawes 
lis  to 
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ArriH-  to  retreat  atfo.  The  troops  rallied  more  than 
*'*'  once ;  but  the  diforder  was  too  general,  and  had 
ftruck  too  deep  for  one  to  think  of  recovering 
the  fortune  of  the  day,  which  promifcd  us  at  the 
onfet  the  moft  complete  vidory  ;  for  Colonel 
Walhington,  on  his  way  to  double  and  attack  in 
the  rear,  found  the  enemy,  both  horfc  and  foot, 
retreating  with  precipitation  towards  the  town, 
and  made  upwards  of  two  hundred  of  them  pri- 
fonera,  together  with  ten  or  fifteen  officers,  be- 
ToFc  he  perceived  that  our  troops  had  aban^ned 
the  field  of  battle.  The  colonel,  opon  this  oc- 
c'afion,  and  indeed  his  whole  corps,  acquired  no 
inconfiderable  fliare  of  honour.  We  then  re- 
treated [wo  Or  three  miles  from  the  fcene  of 
a£tion,  without  any  lofs  of  artillery,  waggons, 
or  provifions,  having  taken  the  precaution  to  fend 
away  our  baggage  at  the  beginning  of  the  adioo. 
The  enemy  have  fnffcrcd  very  coofiderably ;  our 
forces  were  nearly  equal  in  nun^r;  but  fuch 
were  the  difpoGtions  that  I  had  TOade,  that,  if 
we  had  fDccceded,  the  whole  of  the  enemy's 
army  muft  have  fallen  into  our  handi^  as  well  as 
t)u  town  of  Camden.  I  herewith  endofe  a  lift 
oRhe  killed  and  wounded }  among  the  firft  is 
Captain  Beatry,  of  the  Maryland  Une,  one  of  the  ^ 
beft  of  -ofHeers,  and  an  ornament  to  hit  pro- 
fdfion.  Out  army  is  full  of  fpirits}  and  this 
little  check  will  )tot  by  any  means  derange  or 
alter  our  general  plan  of  operations. 
-  Your  excellency  to  find  enctofed  alfo,  the  ar- 
'  tides  of  capitulation  of  Fort  Watfon,  which,  I 
truft,  will  be  followed  by  many  other  furren* 
ders. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ice 

NATH.  GREENE. 


P.  S. 
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P.  S.  The  cavalry  and  a  part  of  the  infantry  Arnn- 
chargcd  the  enemy  in  the  duflt  of -the  evening,     dix. 
and  made  them  fly  vith  precipitation  into  the 
town. 

Liji  of  the  offieert  killed,  wounded,  and  taken  pri- 
foners,  in  the  a£liim  before  Camden^  the  %$th  of 
.    Aprils  1781. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  FORD,  Mary- 
land,  dangeroufly  wounded  , in  thccibow^  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Campbell,  Virginia,  a  flight  con- 
tufion  on  the  thigh. 

Captain  William  Beatj^,  Maryland,  killed }  ' 
Captain  J.  Smith,  3d  Maryland,  taken  prifbner  ; 
Captain  Dunholm,  Virginia,  flight  contufion  ■ 
Captaiiv-lieutenaot  Bruff,  Maryland,  wounded 
in  both  ancles,  and  prifoner  on  his  parole  % 
Lieutenant  M.  Gallaway.  Maryland,  wounded 
flightly ;  Lieutenant  Ball,  Virginia,  ditto  danger* 
oufly  in  tbe  teg. 

Non-commiiSoned  officers  and  foldiers  kiljed, 
wounded,  and  miffing,  i  ferjeant,  17  rank  and 
file,  killed;  7  Cerjeants,  lor  rank  and  file, 
grounded  ;  9  fcfjeants,  133  rank  and  file,  mifling. 
The  greateli  part  of  thofe  who  are  miffing  bad 
rot  well  underilood  tbe  order  to  rally  at  Saua- 
dcr*8  creek ;  fomc  were  killed ;  47  of  than  were 
wounded,  and  are  in  the  enemy's  hofpital ;  we 
have  tidings  of  about  one  third  of  the  remaining 
Tiambcr,    and   hope  X^ty    wilt  be  at}le  to  join 


(Signed)  O.  H.  WILLIAMS. 

Peputy  adjutant  general, 

Sriittdier 
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Brigadier-general  Marim'i  letter  to  General  Greene. 

Fort  Watfon,  April  23,  1781. 

SIR, 
(5)  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  LEE -joined 

ine  on  the  Ssntec  the  14th  inllant,  after  a  rapid 
march  from  Ramfey's  mills  on  Deep  river,  which 
he  finilhed  in  eight  days.  -  The  ijch  we  marched 
to  this  place,  and  ioveftcd  it :  Our  chief  hope 
was  to  cut  off  the  water:  Some  riflemen  and  con- 
tinenuls  were,  for  this  purpofe,  polled  between 
the  fort  and  the  lake.  Thie  fort  lies  on  a  riling 
.  ground,  about  forty  feet  high,  furrounded  by 
three  rows  of  abbatis.  Tlierc  were  no  trees  near 
enough  to  cover  us  from  the  enemy's  fire.  The 
third  day  after  wc  had  begun  the  fiegc,  we  per- 
ceived that  the , enemy  had  dug  a  well  near  the 
abbatis  without  meeting  witb  any  opppCition 
from  us,  which  was  for  want  of  f<;yera[  very  jic- 
ceflary  implements,  without  which  vc  could 
not  make  trenches  in  order  to'  make  our  ap- 
proach to  the  .forti  we  therefore  tefolved  im- 
mediately to  ereft  9  work  as  high  as  the  fort, 
and  it  was  ;fini{hed  this  morning  by  Major  Msj- 
ha'm;  we  then  mad?  a  lodgement  on  tbefideof 
the  eminence  near  the  abbatis;'  this  was  ac- 
complilhed  with  .  great  fpirit  ^nd  addrcb  by 
£pfign  Robmfon  and  Mr.  R.  Lee,  a  volunteer  in 
Colonel  Lee's  regiment,  who,  furmounting  every 
difficulty,  got  up  to  the  abbatis,  and  pulledit 
away :  By  this  the  commander  of  the  fort  found 
himfclf  obliged  to  hoift  a  white  flag.  I  enclofe 
the  capitulation,  which  I  hope,  .will  meet  with 
your  approbation.  Our  lofs  was  only  two  militia 
men  killed,  and  three  continentals  wounded.  I 
Ihall  demolifh  the  fort  without  lofs  of  time,  and 

P»|ei»7,  tdpuc,  17I1. 
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thea  proceed  to  the  heights  of  Santee,  and  fltall^AFrtic 
halt  at  Captain  Ricbardfon's  plantation  to  wait     *"' 
for  farther  orders. 

,  .^  I  am,-Sir,  Sec. 

(Signed)        FRANCIS  MARION,  B.  G. 

Articlet   of    capitulation    propofed  by  Lieutenant 
M*Kayy  cemmanaattt  at   Fort  Watjon. 

Art.  I.  THE  officers  to  be  allowed  ibeir  pa- 
role ;  te  'Wear  their  fwords,  and  .ifaall  have 'tlicir 
tfacir  private  baggage  fcctt^'to  them.  -  <- 

Granted.  -i  ^'  '-■  ■   ■- 

Art.  XL  The  BrkiOi  officer!  (ball  be  pcf 
mitted  to  tnarch  to  Charier,  town,  wbcre  the^^ 
ihall  remain,  without  entering  into  any  aflive 
rervice^iUl  they  flMlt;:baTe  been  exchanged; 
till  which  time  they  fliatl  be  bound  to  furrender 
themlehret,.  wbenever  called  vpon  by  the  com- 
mander in  xhief'  of  the  American  Xo^^them 
army. 

Granted.  ' 


Art.  IH.    The  irre^lar»  fliall  be  tretited  as 
prifoDeraof  war.  =  ;;  ■■'- 

Granted.  " "'  '  '"  '   .' 

•    Art.  IV,-   All  pabKc  ftoreS  flian  be  furren- 

dcred  to  the  quarcer-mafter' general  of  the  le- 
^on,  and  the  fort  to  Captain  Oldham,  wb^  fliall 
take  poflefion  this  eveniitg  with  a  detacKmcii't'of 
the  Marylaiid  divifion.  " 


I  agree 

D,.;,l,ZDdbyG00gle 
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Apfm-       I  agrw   t°  ^  «q>itulatipii,   fpch  a»  U  i»  ^t 
Dix.    preferit,   in  confideration  of  tjie  bravery  with 


which  the  fort  was  defended. 


Apia  33, 1781. 


PATRICK    CARNS, 
Captain  of  foor,  belonging 
to  the  legion. 

J  AS.    M'KAY,  Ueutenant, 


Ujt  of  pri/ensrs  taken  in  Fort  WatJbTU 

TWO  lieutenants,  2  enfignt,  1  Smgeonff^ 
rank  and  file,  (Btitifli)  'Snd  36  toiitt.  Total, 
5  officers,  109  rank  and  file. 

Some.of  the  events  fubfequent  to  the  a£tion  at 
Camdeti  are  related  by  Major-general  tireene, 
god  by  i-ord  RavdoBi  ia*  the  following^  letters : 

To  SaUDEI,      Hf^NTINODON^I  Sj^FF. 

SIR, 
I  HAD  the  honour  to'  fend  difpatcics  to  your 
excellency  on  the  5th  from  near  Camden,  by  Cap- 
tain  Q•i)ari^  Oti  the '8th  the  place. vas  evacua- 
ted by  the  enemy  with  the  utnioft  pnecqntation ; 
Lord  Kawdon  burnt  the  greateft  part  of  bis  bag- 
gage, {lores,  and  even  the  effie^s  belonging  to 
the  inh^l^itants ;  he  fel  Are  alfo  tq  the  priron,  millf 
and  feveral  other  buildings,  aiui  left  the  town 
little  better  than  a  heap  of  ruins  ;  I-^e  \^  behind 
hioi  PUT  people  who  had  been  woiuufed  in  the 
adioii  of  the  25th  of  April,  and  had  been  taken 
prifoners ;  they  are  thirty-one  in  number.    Hts 

(tf)  vide  Remcmbrincer,  f,g*  i$7,  tdpitt,  1781. 

lordfliip 
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lordlhip  left  alfo  fifty-eigbt  of  bis  own  people,   Appih- 
with  three  officers,  -who  were  fo  badly  wounded,    *'* 
that  they  could  not  bear  a  carriage.    Several  of    . 
the  inhabitants  alTert  it  as  a  fad,  that,  in  the  lafl 
aftion,  the  lofs  of  the  enemy,    in  killed   and 
wounded,  was  aotleb  than  three  hundred  men. 

^s  foon  as  the  enemy  left  Camden  we  took 
pofleCion  of  it,  and  are  now  employed  in  razing 
all  the  works  ;  a  plan  dPwhich  I  cnclofe  for  youf 
excellency.     Had  the  Virginia  militia  joined  us  in 
time,  the  garrifon  muft  have  fallen  into  our  hands, 
9S  we  fliould  then  have  been  able  to  inveft  the 
town  on  all  fides  ;  and  the  garrifon  was  in  too 
graat  want  of  provifions  and  military  ftores  to  be 
mUeto  ftand  out  a  iiege.    The  detachments  under 
General  Marion  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Lee,  in 
&e  lower  diftri£ts  of  the  country,  had  cut  off  the 
«Bemy*8  provifions,  and  particularly  fait,  with 
which  they  were  totally  unprovided.    jOn  the  9th 
our  army  began  their  march  towards  this  place. 
On  the  I  ith  the  poft  of  Orangeburgh,  deeded 
by  eighty  men,  under  the  command  of  a  cole- 
ael   and   other  officers,   fnrrendered  to  General 
Sumpter,  who,  by  his  ikill  in  the  difpofition  of 
his  artillery  and  troops,  fo  intimidated  the  garri.   - 
fon,  that  the  place  foon  fubmitted.     We  thus  got 
poflefflon  of  a  very  ftrong  poft,  without  lofs  either 
6f  men  or  time :  A  great  quantity  of  provifions 
ifid  other  ftoret  were  found  in  it.    The  i2tb, 
Mott's  fort  fubmitted  to  General  Marion;    the 
garrifon  confifted  of  upwards  rf  one  hundred 
and  forty  men ;    one  hundred  and  twenty  were 
Britifti  or  Heffiane,  with  feven  or  eight  officers. 
The  place  had  been  invefted  the  8th  ;  nor  did  it 
furrender  till  our  troops  had  made  their  approach- 
es regularly  up  to  the  abbatis;  the  redoubt  was 
vdry    ftrong,    and  commanded    by   Lieutenant 
M'Pherfon,  a  very  brave  officer.     Great  praife  is 
due  to  General  Marion,  and  the  handful  of  miH< 

tia 
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ArFBH'  tia  that  remained  with  hun  tiU  the  reduction  of 
pix.  the  fort.  Lieutenant-coloDei  J^ce's  legion,  and 
.the  detachments  under  Major  Eaton,  the  artillery 
under  Captain  Finlay,  and  the  corps  of  infantry 
under  Captains  Oldham  and  Smith,  were  indefa- 
tigable in  carrying  on  the  £ege.  There  were 
found  in  the  fort  one  carronade,  one  hundred 
and  forty  mufkets,  a  quantity  of  bh  proviTtons, 
and  other  ftores.  ^ 

When  we  marched  from  Deep  river  toward* 
Camden,  I  wrote  to  General  Pickens  to  aJTesUilc 
all  the  militia  he  could  mufler,  to  lay  fiege  to  Au^ 
gulU  and  Ninety  Six  :  Thefe  two  places  are  iOmt 
ally  invefted,  and  the  fort  at  Friday's  ferry  iniU 
be  inveiled  to-morrow  morning,  as  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Lee  fet  out  for  that  purpofe  lafl  night, 
with  his  legion,  and  the  feveral  detachmoita 
which  ferve  under  him :  llie  whole  army  bma 
their  march  this  morning  for  the  fame  place.  Tie 
lafl  intelligence  I  received  informed  me,  that  Lord 
Rawdon  was  near  Nelfbn's  ferry,  where  the  ene- 
my have  a  poll ;  but  they  were  fending  away  their 
ftores  &om  it,  which  fufficiently  indicates  tb^ 
ihey  intend  fhortly  to  evacuate  it.  Generals 
Ijumpter  and  Muion  narrowly  watch  all  his 
^ordfnip's  motions. 

I  am,  &c. 

NATH.     GREENE. 


EKtraa  of  a    letter  from  Lord  Rawdon    to  Eart 
.  Comwaliis^  dated  camp  at  Mmt's  comer.  May 
24,  1781.  (7,) 

THE  fituatioa  of  aSairs  in  this  province  has 
.  made  me  j«dge  if  neceflary,  ftr  a  time,  to  with- 


(■})  Vitte  R«at(i>brtitc«r,  pap  ijii  id  put,  ijSi. 
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4r2.w  my  force  from  the  back  <:ountr7,  ^ud  to  ArriK- 
liC^nble  what  troops  I  can  colled  at  this  ppint.  b'*- 
i  h(^  a  recUal  of  the  circumltaQces  which  ^are 
led  to  this  d^erminatkm  wUl  fatisfy  your  lordihip 
«s  to  the  e?5>edieucy  of  tj^e  jneafure. 
^  After  the  aftjpn  of  the  15*  of  April,  (an  ac- 
count (8)  of  which  I  bid  the  honoar  oi  traoimit- 
mittiBg  to  your  Jordfliip)  Major-genaal  Greene 
rematoed  for  feme  days  be&bd  the  iartheft  branch 
of  Granny's-quarter  cre^  A  frcopd  attempt 
vpon  his  vmy  could  not,  in  that  fKuatkHi,  be 
undertaken  upon  the  principles  which  advif<ed  the 
fermer.  In  the  Arft  inftanee,  I  made  lb  ihorit  an 
excmfios  from  .my  works,  that  I  could  venture, ' 
without  bazu'd,  to  leave  them  t^  flightly  guard- 
ed ;  and  1  had  the  confidence,  chat,  had  for- 
tune proved  uniiwourable,  we  fljould  pafily  have 
-nude  good  obj  retreat,  and  pur  lofs,  in  all  proba- 
bility, would  not  have  difabled  us  from  the  farther 
defence  of  the  place.  To  get  at  General  Greene 
in  his  retired  Sttiadon,  1  Bnuft  have  made  a  very 
ejctcD&ve  circuit,  in  ordo"  .to  head  the  creel^ 
«4udi  -would  have  prefented  to  him  t^  ^eA  op- 
portunity of  flipping  by  me  to  Csmdea ;  aod  he 
was  ftill  fo  fuperior  to  ine  in  numbere,  t&At,  had 
I  left  fuch  a  ^urifon  at  my  poll  as  jcaight  emble 
it  to  ftand  an  xSauk,  my  ffuee  in  the  6eld  wotild 
have  been  tttfally  HDAqual  to  cc^  with  the 
enemy's  army.  I  had  jmich  to  hc^e  from  the 
arrival  of  reinforcementS'tt)  gas,  and  little  to  fear 
from  any  piiobable  addition  to  my  aatagoaiil^ 
force.  ' 

Whiht,  upon  that  pTii)cI{;le,  I  waited  for  my 
cxpeAed  fuccours.  General  Greene  retired  from 
our  front,  and,  crolBng  ^e  Wateree>  took  a  po- 
fition  behind  Twenty-five-mile  creek.     On  the  7th 

(S)  Tbc  •■thqr  rocrcM  tiM  be  cunot  ipfiHt  thii  iccwBt,  M  U  it  wt 
ta  be  bond  ia  u]r  of  the  psbtic  piinli. 

of 
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Arrtn.  of   May  Licutenant-colonel  Watfon  joined   ili« 
on.    -with  his  detachment,  much  reduced  in  number 

through  caTualties,  ficknefs,  and  a  reinforcemeiK 
which  he  had  left  to  flrengthen  the  ganifon  at 
George  town.     He  had  croffed  the  Santee  near 
its  mouth,  and  had  re-crofTed  it  a  little  below  the^ 
entrance  of  the  Congaree. 

On  the  night  of  the  7th  I  croffed  the  Waterce  at 
Camden  ferry,  propoling  to  turn  the  flank  and  at- 
tack the  rear  of  Greene's  army,  where  the  ground 
was  not  ftrong,  though  it  was  very  much  (0  in 
front. 

The  troops  had  fcarcely  croffed  the  river,  when 
I  receired  notice  that  Greene  had  moved  early  in 
the  evening,  upon  gating  information  of  my  be- 
ing reinforced  ^  I  followed  him  by  the  dire£t  road, 
and  found  him  pofted  behind  Sawney'4  creek. 
-  Having  driven  in  his  pickets,  I  examined  every 
point  of  his  fituation ';  I  found  it  every  where  fo 
ftron^,  that  I  could  not  hope  to  force  it  without 
/uffeting  fuch  lofs  as  mull  have  crip[ded  my  force 
for  any  future  ent^rprize  ;  and  the  retreat  lay  lb 
open  for  him,  I  could  not  hope  that  vidory-  would 
give  Us  any  advantage  Ai^ciently  decifrve  to  coun- 
tefbalMce  the  Ic^s. 

The  creek  (though  iHghtly  marked  in  Ae  maps) 
nras  very  hi^,into  the  country.  Had  I  attempted 
to  get- round  him,  he  would  have  evaded  me  with 
eafe  ;  f^r,  as  his  numbers  (till  exceeded  mine,  I 
could  not  feparate  my  force  to  fix  him  In  any 
pcHnt,  and  time  (at  this '  jun^lure  mojl  important 
to  me)  would  have  been  thus  unprofitably  wafted. 
I  therefore  retumefi^to 'Camden  the  fihie  after- 
noon, after  having  in  vaia  attempted  to  decoy  the 
enemy  into  action,  by  a%£ting  to  conceal  our  re-r 
treat.     -      - 

On  the  9th  I  publiflied  to  the  troops,  and  to  the 

militia,  my  defign  of  evacuating  Camden,  offer- 

t.'^tVi.  **  '"g  'o  fut^h  of  the  latter  as  chofe  to  accompany  me 

every 


BOUTHBS.^  PROVmcES   OF  NORTH   AMSUeA.  493 

.every  al&ftaiice  that  we  could  afford  tb^. '  ^r-  Arriv- 
ing the  enfuing  night  I  feDt  off  all  oor  baggage^     *'^- 
Sec,  under  a  ftroDg  efcort,  and  deftroyed  the  works 
remaining  at  Camden,  with  the  reft  of  the  troops* 
till  fevMi  o'clock  the  next  day,  in  order  to  cover  . 
the  march.  ' 

On  the  night  of  the  13th  I  began  to  pafs  the  ri- 
ver at  Nelfon's  ferry,  and  by  the  evening  of  the 
t4.th  everything  was  fafely  acrofs.  Some  mounted 
mijitia  had  attempted  to  harafs  our  rear  guard  on 
tbemarch  ;  but  aparty  of  them  having  ndlen  into 
an  ambufcade,  the  reft  of  them  gave  us  no  farther 
trouble.  We  brought  off  alt  the  fick  and  wound- 
ed, excepting  about  thirty,  who  were  too  ill  to 
be  moved,  and  for  them  I  lett  an  equal  number  of 
continental  prifoners  in  exchange.  We  brought 
off  all  the  ftoreB  of  any  kind  of  value,  deftroymg 
the  reft ;  and  we  brought  off  not  only  the  mili- 
tia who  had  been  with  tu  >t  Camden,  but  aUb  all 
the  welUaffeded  neighbours  on  our  route,  toge- 
ther with  the  wives,  children,  'negroes,  and  bag- 
gage, of  almoft  all  of  them. 

My  firft  news,  upon  landing  at  NeUbn's,  was;  diat . 
the  poft  at  Matte's  houfe  had  fallen.  It  wu  a  fun- 
pie  redoubt,  and  had  been  attacked  formally  by  f;^ 
Lieutenant  M'Pherfon  had  maintain^  it  gallantly 
till'thehoufe  in  the  centerofit  was  fet  infiameaby 
fire  arrows,  which  obliged  his  men  to  throw  them- 
felves  into  the  ditch,  and  furrender  at  difcretion. 
But  as  Major  M'Arthur  had  joined  me  with  near 
threehundredfootand  eighty  dragoons,  Iconceived 
I  might,  without  hazarding  too  far,  endejhronr  to 
check  die  enemy's  operations  on  the  OMigaree. 
On  the  14th,  at  night,  1  marched  frotn  Nellbn'g, 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  ijth  I  retched  Aepoint 
where  the  roads  from  Congarees  and  M'Coard's 
ferry 
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Apfm-  fcrrjf  uaiie.    Varioiu  isforauttoa  was  Inoa^ 

•II.     to  me  thither,  that  Greene  had  paffed  the  Con- 

earee,   at    M'Coard't    knj,  and    had   puOied 

down  the  Orangeburgh  road.      The  aceounti« 

though  none  of  them  pofitive  or  fin^y  JkdaSa&OTj, 

correfponded  fo  mudi,  tBat  I  vat  led  to  beliere 

tbem,  and  the  raattdr  tras  c^  fiich  momcDt,  that 

it  would  not  admit  of  my  paofing  for  more  certain 

.  infoTmati<Hi  ;  therefore,  after  giving  the  troops  a 

little  reft,  I  moved  back  to  Eutawa  the  fame  Bight, 

but  hearing  nothing  there,  I  purfued   my  much 

hither. 

By  my  prefent  fituation,  I  cover  tbofe  dillrids 
firom  wtudi  Charles  town  draws  its  prdent  fup* 
pUea.  I  am  in  readinefs  to  improve  any  iavoura- 
ble  occurrence,  and  guard  aguoft  any  untoward 
event. 

It  is  a  iiecondary,  but  not  a  trifiing  advjmtagi^ 
that  I  have  been  able  to  fupply  the  troops  with  ne- 
ceffiuiea  }  ibr  the  want  of  which,  occafioned  by 
the  long  intemiptiDa  of  our  communication,  they 
fuffered  ferious  diftrefs. 

I  am  ulii^  every  «Sbrt  to  augment  our  cavalry, 
in  hopes  that  the  arrival  of  fome  force  will  ipee- 
dily  enable  us  to  adopt  a  more  a£bive  condua. 

Extralt  (9)  rf  a  letter  fivm  Lord  Rawdon  to  Lieu- 
tenant-general Earl  CormvalliSf  dated  Cbarlet- 
tewtiy  June  5,  1781. 

General  Greene  invefted  Ninety  Six  on  the  sad 
of  May.  To  my  great  iadsfamon,  however,  I 
learned,  by  mefla^es  which  I  have  found  means 
to  intvchange  with  Lieutenant-colonel  Cruger, 

(j)  Viilc  Itcntmbrianr,  pije  i;3,  ad  put,  ijlt. 

that 


>;,l,ZDdbyG00gIC 


MDTHIRH  noVlNCES  OF  MOKTH  AHH.rCA.  4^5 

liiat  the  new  works  were  completed  before  da  Af* iic 
enemy's  spproach.    The  ganifon  is  ample  for  the     >iz^ 
extent^  and  the  fire  of  the  enemy  had  .no  effed. 
Lieutenant-colonel   Cruger,   therefore,  only  ap- 
prehends, that  relief  may  not  arrive  before  bis . 
prorifions  are  expended. 

Fortunately  we  are  now  in  a  condition  to  under' 
take  fuccouring  him,  without  expofmg  a  more 
valuable  ftake ;  and  from  the  rtnort  of  bis  provi- 
fions  .which  he  fent  to  me,  I  truic  we  fhall  be  fully 
in  time. 

Augufta  is  likewife  befieged ;  but  I  hope  in  lit- 
tle dajiger.  Sir  James  Wright  reprefented  fo 
ftrongly  the  want  of  troops  at  Savannah,  that  I 
thought  it  neceflary  to  fend  the  King's  Americitn 
raiment  thither  with  all  difpatch. 

On  the  third  inftant  the  fleet  from  IreUnd  ar- 
rived, havine  aboard  the  3d,  iptb,  and  30th  re- 
giments, a  detachment  from  the  guards,  and  a 
conEderable  body  of  recruits  ;  the  whole  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Gould,  of  the  30th. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour  and  i  immediately 
made  known  to  Colonel  Gould  the  power 
which  your  lordfliip  had  given  to  us,  for  detaining 
fuch  part  of  the  expeded  reinforcement  as  we 
might  conceive  the  fervice  required  :  And  it  has 
been  lettled,  that  the  three  regiments  fhall  all  re- 
main here  until  your  lordfliip  fignifies  your  plea- 
fure  refpe^Ung' them.  I  mall  march  on  the  7  th 
towards  Ninety  Six,  having  been  reinforced  by 
the  flank  companies  of  the  three  new  regiments. 

I  am  happy  i^  mentioning  to  your  lordfliip  a 
handfome  teftioEy  of  zeal  for  his  Majelly's  inte- 
refls,  which  has  occurred  here :  Confiderable  dif- 
ficulty having  arifen  in  the  formation  of  cavalry, 
Xome  of  the  pnncipal  inhabitants  of  this  town  made 
a  fubfcription,  amounting  to  near  three  thoufand 
guineas  ; 
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ArpEN-  ^ineas;  which  fum  tbey  requefted  I  would  apply 
Dix.  to  the  puipofe  of  equipping  a  corps  of  dragoons  in 
the  manner  I  flioold  jud^  mofl  expedient.  As  I 
bad  no  means  of  fonniag  fuch  a  cc»pB  but  by 
.  drafts  from  the  infuitry,  I  thou^t  your  lordfliip 
would  be  pleafed  that  a  conpUmem  Ihould  be  paid 
to  dbe  loyalty  of  the  gentlemen  above  mentioned, 
by  Bxing  upon  men  conneded  with  the  province  ; 
I  have  therefore  ordered  the  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment to  be  converted  into  cavalry,  and  I  base  the 
profped  of  their  being  mounted  and  completely 
appointed  in  a  few  days. 

.  June  6.  1  have  juu  had  the  fatis&&ion  to  learn, 
that  the  King's  American  regiment  arrived  fafe  at 
Savannah. 

Extras  (to)  of  a  letter  from  ColontlLord  Rawdm 
'  to  6ir  Henry  Clinton^  dated  Charles  tewtit  June 
'   (>th^  1781. 

I  CANNOT  in  any  manner  give  your  excellen- 
cy a  more  explicit  account  of  what  has  pafTed  in 
this  province,  and  of  the  prefent  Hate  of  our  af^ 
ftiirs,  than  by  enclofing  to  your  excellency,  copies 
of  the  letters  which  I  have,  at  different  periods, 
written  to  Lord  ComwalUs.  The  fituation  of  the 
province  has  been  critical  ;  yet  I  am  well  con- 
vinced, that  numbers  have  joined  the  enemy 
merely  to  fiiield  themfelves  from  the  atrocious 
barbarity  of  the  rebel  miUtia,  which  has  been  be- 
yond what  I  have  ever  heard  of  anong  the  moll 
lavage  nations.  Should  we  beSccefsful  in  our 
prefent  enterprize,  it  will  probably  be  found  ne- 
ceffary  to  make  the  Santee  and  Congaree  the 
boundaries  of  our  polls,  and  to  invite  the  friends 
of  government  to  fettle  upon  the  eftatcs  of  revolt- 

(ro)  Vide  Rttncmtmiicr,.  page  ({4,  ad  p«:t,  T<ir  l;li. 
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ers  vitbiQ  the  claim  of  our  ftadons.     The  back  Appen* 
partt  of  the  province  muft  neceSarilydepend  upon     ^'^■ 
the  country  tnclofed  by  thofe  rivers,  as  long  as 
ve  keep  pofleOioa  of  me  Che{apeak. 

I^is  in  fome  meafure  neceflary  to  conne£i  the 
foru;oing  letters  by  a  citation  ftom  a  .periodical 
work.  ... 

On  ( 1 1 )  the  nicht  of  the  1 3th,  the  army  began 
to  pals  theriverat  Nelfon's  feny ,  and  by  the  following 
evening  every  thing  was  fafety  landed  on  .the  other 
fide.  The  firft  intelUgeilce  Lord  Rawdon  received 
onpa^g  theSantee,  was  the  unwelcome  news,  that 
the  poll  at  Motte's  houfe,  after  a  gallant  defence, 
had  already  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
This  was.  a  heavy  ftroke,  .as  that  place  had  been 
"  made  a  depofit  for  all  the  provifions  that  were  in- 
tended for  the  fupply  of  Camden  :  .Things  were, 
however,  worfe  than  he  yet  kp.ew,  for  the  ftrong 
poft  at  Orangeburgh  was  already  taken,  and  fort 
Granby  not  long  after-  ,  Thus  the  aritifh  fpice 
in  the  province  was  exceedingly  weakened,  by  the 
number  of  brave  ofEcer^s^and  loldiers  who  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enehiy,  throqgb  this  fudden  and 
unexpe£ted  attack  \^n  tbe^r  detached  polls  in 
every  part  of  the  coimtry.  ■ . 

Lord  Rawdon  was  met,. at  Ne]fon's  by  Li^tite- 
nant-colonel  Balfour,  the  comfnandant  of  Qbarles 
town  \  who  came  thither  to  reprefent  to  him,-  and « 
to  confult  upon,  the  flate  and  circumftances  of 
that  city,  as  well  asof  the  pEovtncein  general.  He 
ftated,  that  the  revolt  was  univerfal ;  that  trom 
the  little  room  there  had  been  to  apprehend  fo.fe- 
rious  and  alarming  a  turn  of  affairs,  the  old  works 
of  Charles  town  had  been  in  [>art  levelled,  to  make 
way  for  new  ones,  which  were  not  yet  conftrufl- 
ed }  that  he  had  fill  convi£tion  of  the  difaffe^on^ 


(li)TA  AoiiinlRt|a*er,>ofc8s,  jttr  tjlt. 
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ArrsK-  ingeoeral^oftheinhabiunttt  and  that,  underthcfe 
pix.     circumftaiices,  his  garrifon  was  inadequate  to  its 
defcace,  againft  any  force  of  confequcncc  tbat 
might  attempt  that  city. 

The  concluflons  drawn  from  afallconfide^ton 
of  this  untoward  Hate  t^afiairs  were,  that  if  any 
misfortune  happened  to  the  corps  under  Lord 
Rawdon,  the  probable  conreqncnce  would  be, 
the  total  lots  of  the  province,  Indoding  the  ca- 
pital ;  but  that,  ahhough  the  higheft  degree  of 
prudence  and  caution  were  upon  that  account  in- 
difpcnfably  neccifary,  yet,  as  he  was  joined  by 
Major  M* Arthur,  with  about  three  hundred  foot 
and  eighty  dragoons,  he  conceived  he  might, 
without  hazarding  too  mticb,  endeavour  to  check 
the  operations  of  the  enemy  on  the  Congaree. 

A  iignal  iriftance  now  occurred  of  Ac  general, 
if  not  tniiverfal,  difaffeftion  of  the  country.  For 
five  days  after  Lord  Rawdon  had  pafTcd  the  Santee, 
not  a  nnglc  pcrlen  of  any  fort  whatfevcr,  whe- 
ther with  intelligence,  or  upon  any  other  ac- 
count, came  tiear  the  army,  although  he  bad  ad- 
vanced dire^ly  from  Nelfon's  ferry,  that  night 
and  the  following  day's  march  into  (he  country, 
to  a  certain  point  where  the  roads  from  Nelfon's 
-  and  M'Cord's  ferry  meet ;  nor  coald  the  emif- 

■  farier  and  fpies  which  he  detached  on  all  bands 
procure    him  any  true  intelligence,   ae  to  the 

'  -ikuation  of  the  enemy,  or  the  ftate  of  the  coun- 
try :  A  number  of  reports,  however,  which  were 
contradidory  in  other  refpcdts,  fcemed  to  concur 
in  one  point,  which  was,  that  Greene  had  pafled 

■  the  Congaree  river,  and  was  preffing  down  the 
Orangeburgh  road  with  a  llrong  force.  This  in-  ' 
tetligcnce  was  of  too  great  moment  to  be  flighted ; 
and  not  only  obliged  the  Britifh  commander  to 
relinquiOi  his  defign  of  advancing  to  the  Con- 
garee, but  laid  him  under  a  ncceility  of  falling 

back 
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back  to  the  Eutaws,  and  afterwards-  of  moTing  Arnx- 
to  Monk's  corner,  tor  tbe  protetton  of  Charles    f***- 
town,  and  of  the  rich  iotervening  eountry. 

As  the  dereil£lbn  of  the  -upp6r  country  left 
the  poft  at  Ninety  Six  entirely  expofed  to  the 
enemy.  Lord  Rawdon  «as  under  great  anxiety 
for  the  fafety  of. that  garrifon.-  The  objeAs  now 
at  Hake  were,  however,  too  great  to  be  hazarded, 
(or  the  parpofe  of  proteAing  that  place,  or  even 
of  extricating  the  troops :  But  if  no  fuch  rc' 
ftraint  had  been  laid  upon  his  aftivity^  it  ftill 
would  have  been  a  qudtion  of  great  doubt,  whe* 
ther,  in  the  prcfent  (tatc  of  things,  tbe  defign 
would  have  been  practicable;  for,  befides  the 
growing  force  of  the  enemy,  and  their  poffeflioa 
of  the  pofts  on  all  hands,  there  were  no  maga-> 
ztnes,  DO  depofits  of  provifions  of  any  kind,  for 
the  lupport  of  the  army  on  the  way ;  and  to  truft 
to  the  uncertain  gleanings  of  a  waflcd  and  hof- 
tile  country  on  a  march,  furrounded  on  every 
lide  by  fwarms  of  light  troops,  and  of  militia  on 
horfeback,  with  an  enemy  much  fuperior  in  num* 
twr  ftil)  to  encounter,  would  have  been  hazar- 
dous in  tho^xireme^  Thus  circumftanced,  he 
difpatchcd  fevcral  meflengcrs'  by  different  routes,  . 
and,  to  guard  as  much  as  poflible  againd  mif- 
chance,  applied  ro  Colonel  Balfour  to  fend  others 
*fromCharlc8  town,  with  inflrudions  to  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Cruger,  who  commanded  at  Ninety 
Sis,  to  abandon  that  place,  and  to  remove,  with 
all  the  garrifon,  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  to  Au* 
gufla,  upon  the  Savannah,  which  was  the  near^ 
poft  of  Georgia. 

So  bad  was  the  intelHgence,  and  r:>  difficult  to 
be  obtained^  that  it  was  not  until  after  the  ar. 
rival  of  the  troops  at  Monk's  cprner,  that  Lord 
Kawdon  difcovercd,  that  it  was  not  General 
Greene,  but  Suinpter,  who  bad  taken  poficffion 
K  k  2  of 
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ArrEK-  oF  Orangcburgh ;  the  former  being  tben  occil- 
"'"■  pied  \n  taking  a  Bri^iBi  poft  at  the  Congarees. 
While  the  troops  were  employed  in  covering  the  1 
diftrifts  from  which  Charles  town  drew  its  Tup- 
plies  of  provifion,  Lord  Rawdon  was  preparing 
for  more  aflivc  fcrvice,  by  unccafirg  efforts  fw 
the  aiigmcntr-iion  of  hrs  cavalry. 
NinetT^  (i-;)  Whilft  thc  important  poft  atNincty  Sii 
imefled-  ^35  clofely  invcftcd,  and  bcld  to  be  inthcutmoft 
danger,  it  feemed  oininous,  but  fuch  was  the 
boililc  ftaic  of  the  country,  that  none  of  the  . 
mcffcngers  which  Lord  Rawdon  and  Colonel  Bal- 
four had  difpatched  to  Colonel  Cruger,  with  or- 
ders for  abandoning  that  place,  hs^d  been  abfc  to 
reach  him;  The  fort  was,  however,  in  a  better 
ftatc  of  defence  than  had  been  expcQcd ;  the 
works  were  completed,  and  ftrong  ;  andthegar- 
rifon  amounted  u>  near  tour  hundred  regular 
Troops,  befides  militia.  In  thefc  circumltances, 
'Green  found  himfcif  obliged  to  fit  down  befofe 
it  in  form,  on  the  aad'pf  May;  the  garrifon 
made  a  gallant  defence,  and  the  failure  of  pro- 
rifions  afforded  the  principal  caufe  of  appre- 
henfton.  .  *" 

The  fortunate  arrival  of  three  regiments  from 
Ireland,  under  the'  con^uft  of  Colonel  Gould, 
'afforded  an  opportunity  for  the  relief  of  this^  ■ 
garrifon,  which  would  otherwifc  have  been  def- 
peratc  ;  for  though  they  were  dcftined  to  join 
Earl  Cornwallis,  the  good  difpofition  and  prompt- 
nefs  of  the  commander  to  concur  in  the  imme- 
diate defence  of  the  province,  as  a  more  urgent 
fervice  than  any  other  in  view,  prevented  thofe 
difficulties  which  muft  otherwife  have  arifen. 
Thefc  circumftances  fuddcBly  changed  the  face 
of  affairs,  and  enabled  Lord  Rawdon  to  under- 
take thc  relief  of  Ninety  Six.  I 

(i>)  Vide  Anmial  Regifier,  page  ^i,  jcm  1781. 

Augufta 
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Augufla  ha<J  alfo  been  for  fomc  time  bcfieged.  Apfem- 
and  (he  whole  province  o£  Georgia  was  deemed  "'*■ 
10  be  in  fuch  imminent  danger,  that  Lord  Raw. 
don  fonnd  liitcfc-If  under  a  necefTity,  even  in  that 
ftatc  of  weaknefs  which  preceded  the  arrival  of 
the  troops  from  Ireland,  to  part  with  the  King's 
American  regiment,  and.  to  commit  it  to  the  ha- 
zard of  palling  ifi  fuch  fmall  craft  as  wece-at  hand, 
and  without  convov,  from' Charles  town,  in  or- 
der  to  reinlorcc  Sir  James  Wright,  at  the  town  of 
Savannah. 

Lord  Rawdoa  marched  from  Charles  town  with 
fdmctliing  more  than  one  thoufand  fevcn  hun- 
dred foot,  and  one  hundred  aod  BFty  horfe,  for 
the  relief  of  Ifincty  Six,  in  four  days  after  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  from  Ireland.  He  was 
joined  on  the  way  by  Colonel  Doyle,  with  the 
troops  which  he  had  left  at  Monk's  corner,  (15). 
and  he  preffed  his  march  with  all  the  rapidiiy. 
which  the  excelTite  heat  of  the  weather  would 
pcirait."  To  prevent  tly  enemy's  detachments  on 
the  Congaree,  and  ott^r  parts  on  the  eallern  (ids, 
from  reiiiforcing  Greene,  while  he  was  pufliing 
forwards,  h«  deviated  from  the  courfe  which  he 

(lOThereippWMtobean  error  in  this  ftateiiKnt  of  the  Toree 
mjicned  from  Charles  inwn.  '  Lord  Kawdoo,  id  his  letter  of 
*  tbe  jth  to  EvI  Cornwall^,  fajs,  helhould  move  on  the  7th 
of  June  cowards  Ninety  SJic,  wirh  rhe  iioops  at  Monk's  cor* 
ner,  and  the  flank  compamea  of  ihe  three  tegimenis  laiel/  af 
lived  .  Therefore  it  feems  more  probable  ihii  Lord  Rawdon's 
whole  force  did  not  exceed  two  thoufand  men  ;  viz.  the  gar- 
lifon  withdrawn  from  Camden,  Li Ftnenant -colonel  Waifoa'j 
cotpt.  Major  M'Arthnr'i  reinforcement,  and  ^t  flank  com- 
panies of  olonel  Gould'*  brigade :  But  perhaps  the  jd  and 
19th  regiments  might  move  from  Charles  town,  towards  Dor- 
chefter  or  Monk's  comer,  >t  the  lame  time  that  Lord  Rawdon 
left  it,  thougb  not  intended  for  the  expedilioD  to  Ninet/ 
Six. 

otbcrwife 

D,.;,l,z.d0,G00gIC 


502  CAMPAIGHB  OP    I780   AHf>    IfSl    IH    THE 

ArraN-  otberwife  vould  have  taken>  and  keqiing  con. 
>"*•  fiderably  more  to  the  right,  paflcd  the  little  Sa- 
luda near  its  juoQion  with  the  greater  river  of 
that  name,  This  route,  however,  enabled  a  Co- 
lonel  Middleton,  who  was  on  his  way  firom  the 
Xiongarecs  with  about  three  hundred  cavalry, 
and  mounted  militia,  to  endeavour  to  harafs  hit 
rear,  and  particularly  to  obftru^  the  partiet 
which  were  necefiarily  engaged  in  coUe&ing 
cattle  for  the  ftipport  of  the  army;  After  giving 
fome  trouble  of  this- nature,  Middleton  being 
trained  into  a  well-laid  amiHilh,  was  iptntediT 
charged  by  MqcM'  Coffin,  at  the  head  of  the  royd 
cavalry,  and  lus  party  was  fo  completely  routed 
and  aifperfed,  as  never  again  to  appear  during 
the  march. 

Before  he  approached  General  Greene,  Lord 
Rawdon  had  intelligence  of  the  ^I  of  Aa- 
gufta. 

The  foHowing  is  General  Ficken^  and  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Lee*s'  report  of  the  c^itulation 
of  Fort  Cornwallie. 


AB|dU. 
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(14)  No.  I.  ■"^-    - 

Angolbi,  Mar  ft,  1,781; 

SIR,  •       ■ 

THE  qfagc  of  war  renders  it  neceffary  that  wc 
prefent  you  with  an  opportunity  of  avoiding  the 
deftruftion  which  impends  your  garrifon. 

We  have  deferred  our  fummons  to  this  late 
date,  to' preclude  the  neceffity  of  much  corref- 
]>ondence  on  the  occalion.  Tou  fee  the  ftrength  . 
of  the  invelling  forces ;  the  progrefs  of  our 
works ;  and  you  may  inform  yourfelf  of  the 
fituation  c^  the  two  armies*  by  enquiries  from 
Captain  Armftrong,  of  the  legion,  who  has  the 
honour  to  bear  this. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


ANDREW    PICKENS, 

B.  G.  militia. 

HENRY    LEE,  junior, 

Lieutenaiit-^olonel  conunasdins 
continentalt  roops. 


Lieatnuil-coloiiet  Brown. 


(14)  Vide  RdBembtaacer,  p.  389,  ad  pan  of  1781. 
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No,  11. 

Gentlbhen, 
WHAT  progrefs  you  have  made  in  your  work* 
I  am  no  flranger  to.     It  is  my  duty  and  iocli- 
nation  to  defend  this  poll  to  the  lafl  extremity. 

I  have  Uke  honour  to  be,  &c 

THOMAS    BROWN, 
Lieutenant-co).  commanding  the 
King's  troops  at  Augufla. 
Bri{[.  gea.  Fickeni  ind  Lient.  col.  Lee. 

No.  ni. 

S  I  R, 

IT  is  not  our  difpofition  to  prefs  the  unfor- 
tunate. 

To  prerent  the  effufion  of  blood  which  mull 
follow  perfcvcrance  in  your  fruitlcfs  retiftance, 
we  inform  you,  that  we  are  willing,  tbougb  in 
the  grafp  of  victory,  to  grant  fuch  terms  as  a 
comparative  view  of  ourrefpe^ive  fituattons  can 
Warrant. 

.    Your.  detei:miitatioA  will  be  concluded  as  con- 
plufive,  and  will  reflate  our  condud. 

We  have  ihc  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW   PICKENS. 

B.  G.  militia. 
HENRY-  LEE,  junior. 
Lieutenant-colonel  commanding 

continental  troops. 
Liententnt-coloDcl  Brown. 

No. 
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No.  IV. 

Fort  Comwallis,  June  3. 

Gentlemen, 
1  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  rummons  of  this  day,  and  to  aETure 
you,  that  as  it  is  my  duty,  it  is  likcwifc  my  in- 
clination to  defend  the  poit  to  the  lalt  extre- 
mity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be»  &c. 

THOMAS    BROWN. 
Lieutenant-colonel,  commanding  the 
King's  troops  at  Auguda. 

Bftg.  ges,  KckcDi  and  LieuL  col.  Lee. 
No.  V. 

Head  qaartert,  Taae  4,  17S1. 

SIR. 

■"WE  beg  IeaT€  to  propofc.  that  the  prifoners  in 

your  poffcffion  may  be  fent  out  of  the  fort,  and 

th^t  they  may  be  confldered  yours  or  ours  as  the 

fiege  may  terminate. 

ConBdent  that  you  cannot  oppofe  the  di£tate  of 
humanity  and  cullom  of  war,  ve  have  only  to 
\    fay.  that  any  requeft  from  you '  of  a  fimilar  na- 
ture will  meet  our  aflcnt.      '' 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW  PICKENS. 

B.  G.  militia. 
HENRY    LEE.  junior. 
Lieutenant-colonel,  commanding 
the  continental  troops, 
lieaienant'colosel  Biowd. 


No. 
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ArrEV- 

""■  No.  VL 

Gentlbmbk, 
THOUGH  motives  of  humanity,  and  a  feel- 
ing  for  the  didrcffes  of  individuals,  incline  me 
to  accede  to  what  yon  have  propofed  coocerning 
the  prifonerg  wlh  us,  yet  many  reafoDs^  to  which 
you  cannot  be  Arangers,  forbid  my  complying 
viib  this  requifition — fucb  attention  as  I  can, 
confident  with  good  policy  and  my  duty,  Ihalt  be 
fliewn  them. 

i  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS   BROWN, 
Lieutenant-colonel,  commanding 
the  King's  troops  at  Augofta. 
Bi^.  gen.  ^kkeni  and  Lieut.  coL  Lee. 

No-vn. 

Gentiemen, 

IN  y*ur  fummons  of  the  3d  iiiftant'  no  par- 
ticular conditions  were  fpecified  >  I  poftponed  the 
confideration  of  it  to  this  day. 

From  a  defue  to  leiTcn  the  diftrefies  of  war  to 
individuals,  I  am  inclined  to  propofe  to  you  my 
acceptance  of  the  enclofed  terms,  which  being 
pretty  fimilar  to  thofe  granted  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  American  troops  and  garrifon  in 
Charles  town,  I  imagine  will  be  honourable  to 
both  parties. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS    BROWN^ 

Lieutcnant-colgnel,  commanding 

the  King's  troops  at  Aogofta. 

Bi  ij.  gen.  Plckenj  and  Lieut,  col,  Lto. 

No. 
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I>1X> 

No.  vra. 

SIR, 

THEKE  vas  a  time  when  your  propofals  of 
tbis  date  ougbt  to  have  been  accepted.  That 
pferiod  is  now  paffed.  You  bave  every  notice 
nom  us,  and  niuft.  have  known  the  futility  of 
your  farther  oppofition. 

AlthpHgb  we  fliould  bejufliBcd  by  the  military 
of  both  armies  to  demand  unconditional  iub- 
miiSOn,  our  fymfiathy  for  the  unfortunUe  and 
gallant  of  our  profeffion  has  induced  iis  to  grant 
the  tumouraUe  terms  which  we  herewith  tranf* 
mit. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


•  ANDREW  PICKENS, 

B.G*  militia. 
HENRT  LEE,  junbr, 
.  Lieutenant'CoIoDcI,  commanding 

the  continental  troops. 

No.  II. 

■    .         For  Qmnndlli,  June  5,  1781. 
CsNTLEMBK, 

YOUR  propofition  relative  to  the  officers  of 
the  King's  troops  and  militia  being  admitted  to 
their  paroles,  and  the  exdufion  of  the  men,  b  a 
matter  I  cannot  accede  to. 

The  conditions  I  have  to  propofe  to  you  are, 
that  fucb  of  the  different  clafles  of  men  who 
wmpofe  tbk  (^rilba,  be  permitted  to  march  to 
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At  riK- Savannah,  or  continue  in  the  country,  as  to  them 
Dix.    may  be  moft  eligible,  until  exchanged. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS   BROWN, 
Lieutenant-colon  el,  commanding 
the  King's  troops  at  Augufta. 
Brig.  gen.  Pickena  and  Lietit-  col.  Lc9. 

No.  X. 

FortAugofta,  Junes,  i?^'- 
SIR, 
IN  our  aafwer  of  this  morning  we  granted  rhe 
mod  generous  terms  in  our  power  to  give,  which 
«e  beg  leave  to  refer  to  as  final  on  our  part. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW  PICKENS, 

B.  G.  militia. 
HENRY    LEE,  junior, . 
Lieutenant-colonel,  commaoding 
continental  troops. 
Liemcoint-colooel  Broira. 


XI. 

Fon  Cornwallw,  Jine  s,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 
AS  fome  of  the  articles  propgfcd  by  you  are 
generally  expreffcd,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
deputing  three  gentlemen  to  wait  upon  you 
for  a  particular  explanation  of  the  refpcftivc  ar- 
ticles. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS    BROWN, 

Licutenani-colonel,  commanding 
the  King's  troops  at  Augufta. 

'  Artieks 
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Amv- 
on. 

Articles  of  capitulation  propofed  by  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Brown,  and  anjwered  by  General  Pickens 
and  Lieutenant-colonel  Lee. 

Art.  I.  THAT  alt  aSs  oF  boailities  and 
works  fliall  ceafc  between  the  befiegers  and  be- 
fiegcd  until  the  articles  of  capitulation  ihall  be 
agreed  on,  figned,  and  executed,  or  colledivcly 
rejected. 

Anfwer.  HoUilities  Ihall  ceaTe  for  one  hour; 
other  operations  to  continue. 

Art.  II.  That  the  fort  ftiall  be  iurrendered  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Americaa  corps, 
fuch  as  it  now  ftands.  That  the  King's  troops, 
three  days  after  figning  the  articles  of  capitu-  - 
lation,  fhall  be  conduced  to  Savannah,  with  their 
baggage,  where  they  will  remain  prifoners  of 
var  until  tbey  are  exchanged  \  that  proper  con- 
veyances Ihall  be  provided  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  American  troops  for  that  purpofe, 
together  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  good  and 
'wholefome  provifions '  till  their  arrival  at  Sa- 
vannah. 

Anfwer,  Inadmiffible.  The  prifoners  to  fur- 
render  field  prifoners  of  war  :  The  officers  to  be 
indulged  with  their  paroles;  the  foldiers  to  be 
conducted  to  fubh  place  as  the  commander  in 
chief  fliall  direa. 

Art.  III.  The  militia  now  in  garrifon  fliall  be 
permitted  to  return  to  their  refpcdive  homes,  and 
be  fccared  in  their  perfons  and  properties. 

Anfwer.  Anfwered  by  the  fecond  article,  the 
militia  making  part  of  the  garrifon. 
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ArrrN-      ^^'^-  '^*  "^^  ''^'^  ^°<'  woundcd  fball  be  ua* 
on.     der  the  care  of  their  o'wn  TurgconB,  wad  be  fup- 
;  plied  with  fuch  medicinesand  ncceffiiriet  u  are  al- 
lowed to  the  Britifh  hof[Htals. 
Agreed. 

Art.  V.  The  officers  of  the  garrifon,  and 
citizens  who  have  borne  arms  during  the  fiege, 
Ihall  keep  their  fide  arms,  piftoli,  ana  baggage, 
which  fhall  not  be  fearched,  and  rctwn  their  kt- 
vants. 

Anfwer.  The  officers  and  citizens  who  have 
borne  arms  during  the  iiege  (hall  be  permitted 
their  fide  arms,  private  baggage,  and  fervanu ; 
their  fide  arms  not  to  be  worn ;  and  the  baggage 
to  be  fearched  by  a  perfon  appointed  for  that 
purpofe. 

Art.  VI.  The  ^arriion*  at  an  hoar  appointed, 
fhall  march  out,  with  fhoutdered  arms  and  drums 
beating,  to  a  place  to  be  agreed  on,  where  they 
will  pile  their  arms. 

Anfwtr.  Agreed.  The  judicious  and  gallant 
defence  made  by  the  garrifon,  entitles  them  to 
every  mark  of  military  rcfpcft.  The  fort  to  be 
delivered  up  to  Captain  Rudolph  at  twelve  o'clock, 
who  will  take  polTeflion  with  a  detachment  of  the 
legion  infantry. 

Art.  VII.  That  the  citizens  (hall  be  protected 
in  their  perfons  and  properties. 
Anfwer,    Inadmiflible. 

Art.  VIII.  That  twelve  months  (hall  be  al- 
lowed to  all  fuch  as  do  not  chufe  to  relide  in  this 
country,  to  difpofc  of  their  eflFcfts,  real  and  per- 
fonal,  in  this  province,  without  any  moleftation 
whatever,  or  to  remove  to  any  part  thereof  as 
they  may  chufe,  as  well  thcmfelves  as  families. 

Anfwer.     Inadmiffiblc, 
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Alt.  IX.    That  the  Indian  families  now  in  gar-  Ami)- 
rifon  ftall  accompany  the  King's  troops  to  Savan-     d'^- 
nah,  where  they  will  remain  prifoners  of  war  un- 
til exchanged  for  an  equal  number  of  prifoners 
in  the  Creek  or  Cherokee  nations. 

Anfwer.    Anfwered  in  the  fecond  article. 
Art.  X.    That  an  exprefs  be  permitted  to  go  to 
.  Savannah  with   the    commanding    officer's  dif- 
patches,  which  are  not  to  be  opened. 
Anfwer.     Agreed. 

Art.  XI.  Additional.  The  particular  attenti* 
on  of  Colonel  Brown  is  expected  towards  the  juft 
delivery  of  all  public  ftores,  monies,  &c. ;  and 
that  no  loans  be  permitted  to  defeat  the  fpirit  of 
this  article. 

Signed  at  head  quarters,  Augufla,  June  $, 
1781,  by 

ANDREW  PICKENS, 
B.  G.  militia. 
HENRY  LEE,  junior. 
Lieutenant  colonel,  commandant. 
THOMAS  BROWN, 
Lieutenant  colonel,  commanding  the 
King's  troops  at  AuguAa. 

(15)  AS  fuon  as  AuguAa  fell,  the  troops  em- 
ployed in  the  redu^on  of  that  place  joined  Ge- 
neral  Greene,  who  formed  a  refoluuon,  rather 
than  give  up  his  point  at  Ninety  Six,  to  ftand  an 
a£tion  with  the  BritiJh  troops  that  were  advancing 
to  its  relief:  But,  upon  deliberation  afterwards, 
that  commander  did  not  think  himfelf  in  conditi- 
on to  hazard  the  encounter  of  fo  formidable  a 
foe  from  without,  while  his  hands  were  fully  oc- 
cupied by  the  exertions  of  an  enemy  within,  who 
had  from  the  beginning  given  conuant  proofs  of 
their  detenoined  courage    and  refolution ;   and 

-(15)  Vide  ADOualRegifter,  [ngegzifcir  i;8i. 
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.  fiill  much  lefs  could  his  force  admit  of  fuch  a  di- 
■vifion  as  would  enable  him,  with  any  profpefl  of 
.fuccefs,  to  encounter  Lord  Rawdon  on  h^  way, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  leave  fuch  a  ftrength  be- 
hind as  would  be  neceffary  for  guarding  the 
works,  and  overawing  the  garrifon.  He  was 
likewife  difappointed  by  Sumpter,  to  whom  he 
had  fent  inA:ru£tions  to  join  him  with  all  the  force 
that  could  be  collefted  on  the  fide  of  the  Conga- 
ree,  with .  a  view  of  fighting  the  Britifli  army  on 
its  way-,  but  whether  it  proceeded  from  fome 
flowneis  in  his  movements,  or  from  unavoidable 
delay,  the  jun£lion  was  not  effefted  in  time  j  and 
the  route  taken  by  Lord  Rawdon  for  the  purpofe, 
rendered  it  afterwards  imprafticable. 

But,  exclufive  of  thefe  caufes,  he  was  not  now 
to  learn  the  great  fuperiority  of  his  enemy  in  all 
field  or  general  engagements  :  Nor,  in  feft,  was 
his  force  very  confiderable  in  refpeft  even  to  num- 
ber; and  it  was  Hill  much  lefs  fo  in  point  of  efti- 
mation.  His  continental  or  regular  troops  formed 
but  a  diminutive  part  of  the  whole ;  and  the 
others,  whatever  fervice  they  might  be  of  in  their 
own  way,  were  of  very  little  in  regular  (i  6)  ac- 
tion. On  the  othe?  hand,  he  knew  that  the 
troops  that  were  marching  againll  him  were  frefli, 
excellent,  and  that  thofe  who  were  newly  arrived 
were  particularly  full  of  ardour  for  an  opportu- 
tunity  to  fignatize  themfelves. 

He,  however,  faw  that  fomething  muft  necef- 
farily  be  attempted,  and  that  even  the  running  of 
fome  rifque,  which  would  not  be  too  decifive  in 
its  worft    confequences,   could  fcarcely,  in  the 

(i6)  This  i)  rather  on  nroneons  reoiarlc,  ai  the  Britifli  ge- 
nerally found  themfelves  confiderahly  annoyed  by  ihe  militk 
duri.'g  all  aflions,  when  tbeir  officeis  didiibnted  them  on  the 
flanks  of  the  aflailants,  or  compofed  the  front  liiK  of  thefe  in«- 
galar  iroppt. 

preTent 
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prefent  circumftanceSi  be  conftrued  into  impru- 
dence. He  had  already  puflied  his  fap  very  clofe 
to  the  principal  redoubt  of  the  fort  at  Ninety  Six, 
and  had  nearly  completed  a  fubterraneous  paflage 
into  the  ditch  ;  but  his  artillery  had  failed  in  their 
tSeSCf  and  the  works  of  the  fort  had  yet  fuSered 
little.  The  neamefs  of  Lord  Rawdon  left  no  time 
for  proceeding  farther  by  regular  approach ;  and 
as  he  could  not  venture  an  engagement,  he  muft 
either  abandon  the  place  fliamefuUy  without  m 
attempt,  or  hazard  a  premature  alTault. 

General  Greene  determined  uj^n  the  tatter. 
The  attack  was  made  on  the  19th  before  day; 
and  the  Americans  who  were  appointed  to  (lorm 
the  redoubt  difplayed  an    undauiited   courage. 
The  garrifon  received  them  with  equal  gallantry. 
Scarcely  an  officer  or  private  man  who  entered 
the  ditch  but  was  either  killed  or  wounded ;  and 
yet,  though  the  imprafticability  of  the  attempt  „ 
foon  became  as  obvious  to  all  as  its  danger,  no  o'c"  s^  re- 
one  betrayed  by  a  fingle  movement  the  fihalleft  j"')?'*''^^''' 
indication  of  quitting  his  ground.    Thecomman-  t/sh.  '"*" 
der,  feeing  fo  many  brave  men  fruitlefsly  fall,  and 
that  fortune  or  chance,  which  fo  often  befriend 
bold  enteiprize,  fliewed  no  difpofition  at  all  of 
acting  in  their  favour,  put  an  end  to  the  combat, 
before  it  became  more  rninous,  by  calling  off* 
the  remainder  foon  after  daylight. 

As  Greene  fcarcely  lefs  dian  earpefied  what 
now  really  happened,  he  had  accotdingly  provid- 
ed for  the  event.  All  the  baggage  and  incum- 
brances of  the  camp  had  been  previoufly  difpatch* 
.  ed  acrofs  the  Saluda ;  whither,  immediately  upon 
this  repulfe,  he  alfo  retired  with  his  whole  force. 
Though  the  Americans  loft  fome  valuable  officers, 
and  not  a  few  private  men,  in  this  attack,  yet 
the  number  a£hially  0ahi  (as  frequently  happens 
in  fuch  cafes)  was  much  below  what  might  have 
L  1  been 
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tAfMN-  been  expefted.     Nothing  could  exceed  the  con- 
on.    duft  and  firnrnets  of  the  governor  and  ganifon, 
whether  in  the  affault,  or  during  every  previous 
part  of  the  fiege. 

Lord  Rawdon  arrived  at  Ninety  Six  on  the 
aiftof  June;  and  having  received  intelligence 
that  Greene  had  halted  in  a  ftrong  pofmoa  behind 
Bufli  river>  at  about  fixteen  miles  dilUnce,  and 
that  he  was  likewife  ftill  incumbered  with  feme 
waggons  and  baggage,  that  active  commai^er 
put  his  fatigued  troops  again  in  motion,  and  crof- 
fed  the  Saluda  on  the  following  night  in  his  pur> 
fuit,  every  kind  of  baggage,  even  the  men's  packs, 
being  left  behind  at  Ninety  Six.  Greene  was, 
however,  fo  well  acquainted  now  with  the  cha- 
rafter  of  his  enemy,  and  fo  well  guarded  againfl 
furprife,  that  the  Britifh  troops  had  fcarcety  paf- 
fed  the  Saluda,  when  he  moved  with  the  greatell 
d°"'fi?""  expedition  from  Bulh  river. '  Lord  Rawdon  pur- 
c'rccDcTo'  iued  him  with  the  utmoU  rapidity,  and  arrived 
ititeii.  3(  tije  fords  of  the  Ennoree,  forty  nriJes  from 
Ninety  Six,  within  two  hours  of  the  time  that 
Greene's  army  had  palTed  them.  The  troops 
were  fo  fpentwith  fetigue,  and  overcome  by  the 
heat,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  do  more ;  but 
Greene  was  fo  apprehenfive  of  his  enemies,  that 
he  continued  his  retreat,  or  rather  flight,  without 
ceafmg,  until  he  had  pafled  both  the  Tyger  and 
the  Broad  rivers. 

The  American  account  was  publifhed  by  order 
of  Congrefs''  in  the  following  extraft  of  a  letter 
from  Major-general  Greene,  dated  at  little  river, 
near  Ninety  Six,  June  20,   1781 : 

IN  my  laft  letter  of  the  9th,  I  informed  your 
excellency,  that  the  enemy  had  received  a  confi. 
derable  reinforcement  at  Charles  town,  and  that 
Iwas  apprehenfive  they  would  march  and  interrQpt 
our  operations.  On  the  nth  I  got  intelligence 
they  were  advancing ;    I  immediately  advanced 

all 
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all  the  cavalry,  witli  orders  to  General  Sumpter  a„b„, 
to  colledall  the  force  he  could,  and  keep  in  their  dix. 
front,  and  by  every  means  in  his  power  to  retard 
their  march.  The  enemy  paffed  him  at  Conga- 
ree  before  he  got  his  troops  in  motion;  after- 
wards he  found  it  impradticabic  to  gain  their  front. 
It  was  my  intention  to  have  fought  them  before 
they  arrived  at  Ninety  fix,  could  I  have  coUefted 
a  force  fufficient  for  the  purpole. 

We  had  pufhed  on  our  approaches  very  near 
to  the  enemy's  work ;  our  third  parallel  was  forirl. 
ed  round  their  abbads ;  a  mine  and  two  approaches  . 
were  within  a  few  feet  of  the  ditch,  Thefe  ap- 
proaches were  direfted  againft  the  Star  fort,  which 
flands  upon  the  left  of  the  town  as  we  approach*' 
«d  it  from  the  Saluda.  On  the  right  our  ap- 
proaches were  very  near  the  enemy's  redoubt: 
This  was  a  ftrong  ftockade  fort,  with  two  block 
houfes  in  it.  Thefe  two  works  flanked  the  town, 
which  is  picketed  in  with  ftrong  pickets,  a  ditch 
round  the  whole,  and  a  bank  raifed  near  the 
height  of  a  common  parapet  Befides  thefe  for- 
tUications,  were  feveral  little  Seches  in  different 
parts  of  the  town ;  and  all  the  works  communi- 
cated with  each  other  by  covered  ways.  We  had 
raifed  feveral  batteries  for  cannon ;  one  upwards 
of  twenty  feet  high,  within  one  hundred  and 
forty  yards  of  the  Star  fort,  to  command  the 
works,  and  a  rifle  battery  alfo  within  thirty  yards, 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  annoying  our  work- 
men. For  the  1^  ten  days  not  a  man  could  fliew 
his  head  but  he  was  immediately  fliot  down  i  and 
the  firing  was  almoft  incellant  day  and  night.  In 
this  ftate  of  the  approaches,  I  found  tlie  enemy 
fo  near  us,  that  it  would  be  igipoflible  to  reduce 
the  place  without  hazarding  «  ftorm.  This,  from 
the  peculiar  ftrength  of  the  place,  could  only  be 
warranted  by  the  fuccefs  of  a  partial  attempt  to 
make  a  lodgement  on  one  of  the  curtains  of  the 
L  1  2  Star 
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,  Star  redoubt,  and  a  vigoroiu  pufh  to  carry  &e    I 
right-hand  work. 

The  difpofition  was  accordiiigly  formed,  and 
die  attack  made  J  Lieutenant-colonel  Lee,  vnA  ! 
his  legion  in^try,  and  Captain  Kirkwood's  li{^ 
infantry,  made  the  attack  on  the  right ;  and 
Lieutenant-colonel  Campbell,  with  die  i  ft  Mary- 
land and  the  id  Virginia  regiments,  was  to  have 
flormed  the  Star  redoubt,  which  is  thdr  principal 
work,  and  ftands  upon  the  Idt ;  the  parapet  of 
this  work  is  near  twelve  feet  high,  and  raifed 
with  land  bags  near  three  feet  more.  Lieutenant 
Duvall,  of  the  Maryland  line,  and  Lieutoiant 
Selden,  of  the  Virginia  line,  led  <ai  the  forlorn 
hope,  followed  by  a  party  with  books  to  pull 
down  the  fandbags,  the  better  to  enable  them  to 
make  the  lodgement.  A  furious  cannonade  pre- 
luded the  attack.  On  the  right  the  otemy  were 
driven  out  of  thar  works,  and  our  people  toc^ 
pofleffion:  On  the- left,  never  was  greater  bravery 
exhibited  than  by  the  parties  led  on  by  DuvaU 
and  Selden;  but  they  were  not  fo  fuiccefsfiil. 
"Hiey  entered  the  enemy's  ditch,  and  made  every 
exerdon  to  get  down  the  land  bags,  which,  from 
the  depth  of  the  ditch,  height  of  the  parapet, 
and  under  a  galling  fire,  was  rendered  difficult. 
Finding  the  enemy  defended  their  works  with 
great  c^fUiucy,  and  feeing  but  Httle  profped  of 
fucceeding  without  heavy  lofs,  I  ordered  the  at- 
tack to  he  puflied  no  farther. 

The  behaviour  of  the  troops  on  this  occafioo 
deferves  the  tdgheit  commendauoniE ;  both  the 
officers  that  entered  the  ditch  were  wounded,  and 
the  greater  part  of  their  men  were  either  kilted 
or  wounded.  I  have  only  to  lament  that  fucb 
brave  men  fell  in  an  unfuccefsiul  attempt. 

Captain  Armftrong,  of  the  ill  Maryland  re^- 
ment,  was  killed,  and  Captain  Benfon,  who  com- 
manded the  regnnent,  was  wounded  at  the  head 

of 
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of  the  trenches.  In  both  attacks  we  had  up^rds  Afpin- 
of  forty  men  killed  and  wounded  ^  the  lois  was  dix. 
principally  at  the  Star  fort  and  in  the  enemy's 
ditch,  the  other  parties  being  all  under  cover. 
The  attack  was  continued  ttu'ee  quarters  of  an 
hour,  and  as  the  enemy  were  greatly  ezpofed  to 
the  fire  of  the  rifle  battery  and  aroltery ;  they 
muft  have  fufiered  greatly.  Our  artillery  was 
well  ferved,  and  I  believe  did  great  execution. 

The  troops  have  undergone  incredible  bard- 
iKips  during  the  fiege ;  and  though  the  iifue  was 
not  fuccefsnil,  I  hope  dieir  exertions  will  merit  the 
ajqirobation  of  Congrefs. 

We  continued  the  liege  until  the  enemy  got 
within  a  few  miles  of  us,  having  previouHy  ient 
oflf  all  our  fick,  wounded,  and  fpare  ftores. 

Enclofed  is  a  lift  of  our  killed  and  wounded 
during  the  fiege. 

Return^ the  killed^  wounded,  and  miffing^  during 
the  ^fiege  of  Ninety  Six,  in  South  Carolina. 

VIRGINIA  brigade.  Killed,  41 ;  wounded, 
33;  miJSng,  16.— Maryland  brigade.  Killed, 
ta;  wounded,  24;  miirmg,  3. — Light  infantry. 
Killed,  t ;  wounded,  9;  miffing,  i. — Legion 
infantry.  Killed,  aj  wounded,  3. — Virgmia 
militia.  Killed,  ij  wounded,  a. — Total.  Killed, 
'7;  wounded,  70;  miffing,  20. — Captain  Arm- 
trong,  of  the  Maryland  line,  killed  j  Captain 
Benfon  and  .Lieutenant  Duvall  wounded.  Cap- 
tain Bentley,  of  the  Virginia  line,  prifoner; 
Lieutenants  Evans,  Miller,  and  Selden,  wounded. 
Colonel  Kofcuilzfco,  chief  engineer,  was  flightly 
wounded. 

O.     H.    WILLIAMS, 
Deputy  adjutant  general. 
Publiflied  by  order  of  Congrefs.    - 
Charles  Thompson,  Sec. 
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(17)  THE  Britilh  commaader  found  it  neceT- 
fary  to  abandon  the  poll  of  Ninety  Six  ;  but  ai 
'  he  would  not  omit  any  mark  of  attention  to  the 
loyalifts  of  that  country,  much  !efs  have  it  ima- 
gined that  they  were  abandoned,  he  ordered  that 
the  principals  Ihould  be  convened,  and  propo< 
fals  made  to  them :  That  if  they  would  keep  to- 
gether, and  undertake  the  defence  of  the  diflrid 
againft  their  own  difaffeded  inhabitants,  a  fmatl 
party  (hould  be  left  to  keep  them  in  countenance, 
with  the  farther  encouragement,  that  detachments 
from  the  Congarees  fhould  at  all  times  be  fent  to 
their  fupport,  equivalent  to  any  force  which 
Greene  might  difpatch  to  invade  their  territory ; 
and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  care  fliould  betaken 
to  provide  for  the  removal  of  fuch  families  as 
fliould  prefer  to  be  fixed  upon  the  abandoned 
plantations  within  the  new  frontier,  which  was 
now  intended  to  be  eftabliflied.  The  refult  was, 
that  the  loyalifts  determined,,  for  the  fecurity  and 
prefervation  of  their  families,  to  bring  them  away 
under  the  proteftion  of  the  army;  with  the  far- 
ther view,  when  they  were  fettled  witfiin  the  af- 
figned  limits,  that  the  men  fhould  be  embodied, 
in  order  to  make  incurfions  into  the  dUaffefted 
fettlements. 

As  Lord  Rawdon's  impatience  to  profecute  the 
bufinefs  of  the  campaign  would  not  admit  of  his 
wwting  for  this  determination,  he  left  Colonel 
Cruger  behind  with  much  the  greater  part  of  his 
force,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  it  into  execu- 
tion, while  he  marched  himfelf,  with  eight  hun- 
dred infantry  and  fixty  horfe,  for  the  Conga- 
rees. 

He  had  previoufly  written,  when  on  his  way 
to  Ninety  Six,  to  Colonel  Balfour,  ftating  the 
expediency  of  fending  a  ftrong  corps  from  Char- 

(17)  Vide  Anitui)  RfgiOcr,  p"£eM'  T««  ijSr, 
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les  town  to  Orangeburgh,  as  a  provifion  againll  Af?en> 
any  finifter-  event  that  might  polfibly  happen,  fix. 
Upon  Balfour's  application  to  Colonel  Gould,  he 
immediately  granted  a  battalion  of  his  corps  for 
that  purpofej  and  Lord  Rawdon,  before  his  de- 
partare  from  Ninety  Six,  had,  in  confequence, 
received  advice  from  the  commandant  of  Charles 
town,  not  only  of  Gould's  compliance,  but  tha[ 
the  3d  regiment  was  under  orders  to  arrive  at 
Orangeburgh  by  a  fpecified  day,  and  there  to 
wait  his  inftru^ions ;  and,  as  if  it  were  to  re- 
move every  poflibility  of  doubt,  he  received  a 
fucceeding  letter  from  Colonel  Stuart,  who  com- 
manded that  regiment,  with  information  that  he 
was  already  confiderabty  advanced' on  his  way  to 
Orangeburgh.  This  information,  and  a  full 
confidence  in  the  expelled  fupport,  were  the 
grounds  upon  which  Lord  Rawdon  founded  his 
immediate  plan  of  operation,  and  were  particu- 
larly the  caufe  of  his  leaving  fo  great  a  part  of 
his  force  behind,  and  advancing  with  rather  an 
unequal  corps  to  the  Congarees.  In  the  fame 
perfuafion  he  d^patched  a  number  of  meSengers 
by  different  routes  to  meet  Colonel  Stuart  at 
Orangeburgh,  and  appointing  their  jun^ion  at 
the  Congarees  on  the  ^dof  Judy. 

( 1 8)  Through  fome  error  or  mifapprehenfion, 
which  has  not  been  explained.  Colonel  Stuart 
was  not  only  Hopped  on  his  march  by  orders 
from  Charles  town,  but  was  fo  far  recalled,  that 
he  fell  b(ick  to  DorcheJler  on  his  return  to  that 
place.  It  may  be  obferved,  that  the  expeclation 
and  apprehenfion  of  a  French  fleet  and  army  on 
the  coafl:,  in  order  to  co-operate  with  Greene, 
and  to  put  a  final  end  to  the  war  in  that  quarter, 
by  the  redufUon  of  Charles  town,  had  a  great  in- 
fluence on  the  operations  of  this  campaign,  and 

(iB)  Tide  Anaoil  Kegiltcr,  fft  g;,  ytir  17S1, 

L,._,  zLd.vCoogIc 


CAHFAIOHS  or  I780  AND  I781  UI.  TBS 

-  oD  the  conduct  and  movements  of  the  oHiimaa- 
dcrsonboth  fides;  it  may  not,  therefoTe^  be  un- 
rcafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  this  apprehenfion, 
perhaps  revived  by  fome  new  report,  occafioned 
the  recall  of  Colonel  Stuart.  But  however  that 
may  be,  it  certainly  was  a  meafure  which,  under 
other  circumllances,  might  have  proved  latal  in 
the  event  to  Lord  Rawdon,  and  which  was  at- 
tended with  no  fmall  danger  even  in  the  piefent 
inllance. 

Greene  had  early  information  of  the  ftate  of 
force  in  which  the  BntiOi  commander  marched 
from  Ninety  Si^,  and  had  the  fortune  likewife 
to  intercept  a  letter  from  Cojonel  Stuart,  fignify- 
ing  the  change  that  had  been  made  in  hu  in-  ' 
ftru^tions,  and  the  confequent  impoffibility  of 
meeting  him  at  the  time  and  place  appointed. 
Thefe  circumftances  led  him  to  the  delign  of 
furrounding  Lord  Rawdoa  fo  effe£hially,  that  he 
could  not  extricate  himfelf,  while  he  continued 
lingering  in  the  vain  expectation  of  a  reinforce- 
ment wmch  was  not  to  arrive. 

Lord  Rawdon,  by  forced  marcfies,  in  order  to 
furprize  a  body  of  militia,  of  which  he  had  re- 
ceived fome  intelligence,  anived  at  the  Conga- 
rees  on  the  i  ft  of  July,'  two  days  before  the  ap- 
pointed time ;  a  rapidity  of  movement  which  pro- 
bably had  no  bnall  effefl  upon  the  ifliie  of 
Greene's  fcheme.  He  foon  difcovered  that  the 
enemy's  light  troops  were  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  took  the  neceflary  precautions  on  that  ac- 
count ;  but  his  cavalry,  regardlefs  of  exprefs 
orders  to  the  contrary,  went  out  by  themfdves  to 
forage  on  the  morning  of  the  very  day  upon 

,  which  Colonel  Stuart  was  expected :  They  were 
foon  furrounded  by  Lee's  legion ;  and  two  offi- 
cers, with  forty  dragoons,  and  their  horfes,  were 
all  taken  without  a  blow.  This,  which  in  other 
circumftances  would  not  have  been  much  thought 
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of,  was,  in  the  prefent,  a-moft  grievous  ftroke;  Appbn- 
and  more  particutarly  fo,  as  the  means  of  procur-  dix.  . 
ing  intelligence  in  this  crifls  of  fo  much  dangef 
was  thereby  cut  off  almoft  entirely.  This  lofs, 
with  the  unexfwded  aHemblage  of  the  enemy, 
which  had  already  been  difcovered  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  the  unexpeded  failure  on  Stuart's 
fide,  happily  laid  open  at  once  to  Lord  Rawdon, 
all  the  danger  of  bis  own  fituation:  He  accord- 
ingly determined  inftantly  to  begin  his  march  to- 
wards Orangeburgh,  and  to  meet,  or  find  Stuart 
wherever  he  was. 

The  route  lay  acrofs  Congaree  creek,  at  about 
three  miles  diftance ;  a  broad  piece  of  water,  in 
moft  parts  deep,  and  enclofed  by  difficult  banks. 
Colonel  Lee,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the 
guard  of  this  paffage,  having  destroyed  the  bridge, 
and  felled  trees  to  render  the  ford  impra^cable, 
had  then  pofled  himfelf  behind  the  creek,  with  a 
confiderable  body  of  cavalry,  and  fome  iniantry 
of  his  legion.  The  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun  about 
noon,  which  feemed  almoft  to  di&ble  every  fort 
of  motion,  and  in  every  fpecies  of  animal,  had  ' 
thrown  the  Americans  oflF  their  guard  ;  and  the 
unexpected  arrival  of  the  Britim  forces  in  that 
critical  period,  ferved  much  to  facilitate  the  paf- 
fage. After  the  exchange  of  only  a  few  ineffec- 
tual fhots,  a  body  of  in^try  were  thrown  over, 
'  who  having  difperfed  the  enemy  without  trouble, 
the  troops  foon  cleared  the  fords,  and  paffed  them 
without  interruption. 

Lord  Rawdon  was  joined  on  the  day  after  hu 
arrival  at  Orangeburgh  by  Colonel  Stuart,  with 
hia  own  regiment ;  but  was  greatly  difappointed 
at  finding  that  he  was  unaccompanied  by  a  body 
of  cavalry  which  had  been  promifed,  and  wbich 
were  fb  particularly  wanted.  At  the  fame  time 
advice  was  received,  that  Greene  had  pafled  the 
Congaree, 
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ArpiN-  Congaree,  and  vas  in  fiitl  march  to  attack  die 
SIX.  BriuQi  army.  That  commander  haring  miffed 
.  what  he  little  lefs  than  confidered  as  a  certain 
prey,  had  colIe£led  all  the  force  which  the  coun- 
try (horded,  and  feemed  determined,  b^ore  they 
were  farther  ftrengthened,  to  try  his  fortune  in 
the  field:  He  accordingly,  on  the  loth  of  July, 
led  his  army  within  four  miles  of  the  Britim 
camp,  and  in  the  evening,  at  the  bead  of  his  ca- 
valry, clofely  reconnoitered  their  poiition.  As 
their  fituation  had  but  little  of  ftrength  in  it,  ex- 
cepting that  the  winding  of  the  river  which  lay 
in  their  rear  would  in  fome  meafure  remedy  the 
*  total  want  of  cavalry,  by  ferving  as  a  cover  to 
their  flanks,  and  reducing  the  enemy  to  a  direct 
attack.  Lord  Rawdon  flattered  mmfelf,  'that 
Greene's  fuperiority  of  numbers  would  in  the 
morning  have  tempted  him  to  the  trial. 

While  the  Britifh  forces  were  impatient  for 
the  wifhed  event,  their  difpofition  and  counte- 
nance had  produced  a  direft  contrary  effeft;  for 
Greene  had  abandoned  his  camp,  and  retired  with 
fucfa  precipitation  in  the  night,  and  his  movement 
was  fo  long  and  effectually  covered  by  his  nume- 
rous light  troops,  that  he  fecured  his  paffage  back 
,  acrofs  the  Congaree  before  Lord  Rawdon  had    - 

received  notice  of  his  retreat.  An  unfuccefsfiil 
attempt  made  by  Sumpter,  Lee,  and  Marion, 
upon  the  igth  regiment,  at  Monk's  corner,  along 
with  this  retreat  of  Greene,  clofed  the  campaign 
in  South  Carolina ;  the  intemperatenefs  of  the 
climate,  for  a  feafon,  overcoming  the  violence  of 
plan.  Greene  being  joined  by  Marion  and  the 
reft,  took  poft  on  the  high  hills  of  Santee,  to  the 
eaftward  of  that  river.  The  Santee,  the  Conga- 
ree, and  the  Edifto,  were  the  eftabliflied  boun- 
daries on  the  Britifli  fide. 

(19)  It 

D,.;,l,ZDdbyGQOg[c 
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(19)  It  isimpoflible  lodo  juftice  to  the  fpirit,  Arrtn- 
patience,  .and  invincible  fortitude,  difplayed  by     »'»- 
the  commanders,  officers,    and    Ibldicrs,  during 
thefe  dreadful  campaigns  in  the  two  Carolinas. 
They  had  not  only  to  contend  with  men,    and 
thefe  by  no  means  deficient  in  bravery  and  enter- 
prize,  but  they  encountered  and  furmounted  dif- 
ficulties and  fatigues  from  the  climate  and  the 
country,  which  would  appear  infuperable  in  theo- 
ry, and  almofi:  incredible  in  the  relation.     They 
difplayed  military,  and,  we  may  add,  moral  vir- 
tues, far  above  alt  praif&     During  renewed  fuc- 
cef&ons  of  forced  marches,  under  the  rage  of  a 
burning  fun,  and  in  a  climate,  at  that  feafon, ' 
peculiarly  inimical  to  man,  they  were  frequently, 
when  finking  under  the  mod;  excelTive  fatigue, 
not  only  deftitute  of  every  comfort,'  but  almoft 
of  every  necelfary  which  feems  elTential  to  his  ex- 
iftence.    During  the  greater  part  of  the  time, 
they  were  totally  defltiute  of^  bread,    and   the 
country  afforded  no   vegetables  for  a  fubfUtute. 
Salt  at  length  failed ;    and  their  only  refources 
.  were  water,  and  the  wild  cattle  which  they  found 
in  the  woods.     Above  fifty  men,  in  this  laft  expe-* 
dition,  funk  under  the  vigour  of  their  exertions, 
and  periflied  through  mere  fatigue.     We  muft 
not,  however,  confine  the  praife  entirely  to  the 
Britifh  troops,  as  a  detachment  of  HefHans,  which 
had  been   lent  upon  the  occafion  by  General 
de  Bofe,    defervedly  came  in  for  their  proper 
fhare.    The  fame  juftice  requires,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans fhould  not  be  deprived  of  their  fhare  of 
this  fatal  glory.    They  had  the  fame  difficulties 
to  encounter,  joined  to  'a  fortune  in  the  field 
generally  adverfe :   Yet,  on  the  whole,  the  cam- 
paign tenntnated  in  their  favour^  General  Greene 

(ly)  Vidt  Augil  Rrtiltcr,  pt(e  9;,  jtu_  ijSt. 

havine   , 
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AtTtm-  having  recovered  the  far  greater  part  of  Georg» 
"'*■     and  of  the  two  Carolinas. 

The  two  following  letters  will  explain  the  ope-  - 
rations  in  South  Carolina  to  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember>  and  clofe  this  appendix. 


Extras  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Stewart 
to  Earl  Comwallis,  dated  Eutaw,  September 
9,  1781. 

(30)  WITH  particular  fatisia^ion  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  your  lordfiiipa  that  on  the  8th 
inftant  I  was  attacked  by  the  rebel  General 
Greene,  with  all  the  force  he  could  colled:  in 
this  province  and  North  Carolina,  and  after  an 
obltinate  engagement,  which  lafted  near  two 
hours,  I  totally  defeated  him,  and  took  two 
fix-pounders. 

Soon  after  I  had  the  honour  of  writiDg  your 
lordOiip  from  lliompfon's,  I  rec^ved  information 
of  Greene's  having  moved  with  the  rebel  army 
tow?j-d8  Camden,  and  crolfed  the  Wateree  near 
that  place,  and,  from  the  belt  intelligence  I  could 
collect,  was  on  his  march  to  Friday's  ferry,  on 
the  Congarees. 

The  army  under  my  command  being  much  in 
want  of  neceflaries,  and  there  being  at  the  fame 
time  a  convoy  with  provifions  on  the  march  from  . 
Charles  town,  which  would  have  necelfarily  obliged 
me  to  make  a  deuchment  of,  at  leaft,  four  hun- 
dred men  (which  at  that  time  I  could  ill  afford, 
the  army  being  much  weakened  by  ficknefs)  to 
meet  the  convoy  at  Martin's,  fifty-fix  miles  from 
the  camp :  The  diftance  being  fo  great,  a  fmaller 
efcort  was  liable  to  fall  by  the  enemy's  cavalry* 
which  are  very  numerous. 

page  tji,  ift  pin,  jtu  178*. 

I  therefore 
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.  r  therefore  thought  it  advifeable  to  retire  by  A>hk. 
How  inarches  to  theEutaws,  where  I  might  have  *'*• 
an  opportunity  of  receiving  my  fupplies,  and 
difencumber  myfelf  from  the  lick,  without  riflung 
my  efcorts,  or  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  attacked  at  a 
difadrantage,  {hould  the  enemy  have  croOed 
the  Congaree* 

Notwithftanding  every  exertion  being  made  to 
gain  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  fituation,  they 
rendered  it  impoffible,  by  way-laying  the  bye 
paths  and  pafles  through  the  different  fwamps; 
and  even  detained  different  flags  of  truce  wUch 
I  had  fent  on  public  bufinefs  on  both  (idec< 

About  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  received 
intelligence  by  two  deferters,  who  left  General 
Greene's  camp  the  preceding  evening,  about 
feven  miles  from  this  place;  and  from  their 
report,  the  rebel  army  confifted  of  near  four  thou. 
fand  men,  with  a  numerous  body  of  cavalry,  and 
fonr  pieces  of  cannon. 

.  In  the  mean  time  I  received  information  by 
Alaior  Cofiin,  whom  I  had  previoufly  detached 
wim  one  hundred  and  forty  infantry  and  fifty 
cavalry,  in  order  to  gain  intelligence  of  the  ene- 
my, that  they  appeared  in  force  in  liis  front,  then 
about  four  miles  from  my  camp.  Aa»o  u 

Finding  the  enemy  in  force  fo  near  me,  I  de-  £■'■"». 
termined  to  fight  them,  as  from  their  numerous 
cavalry,  feemed  to  me  to  be  attended  with  dange- 
rous confequences.  I  immediately  formed  the 
line  of  battle,  with  the  right  of  the  army  to  £u- 
taw  branch,  and  its  left  crofling  the  road  leading 
to  Roache's  plantation,  leaving  a  corps  on  a  com^ 
manding  fituation  to  cover  the  Charles-town  road|, 
and  to  aft  occafionally  as  a  referve.  About  nine 
o'clock  the  aftion  b^an  on  the  right,  and  foon 
after  became  general. 

Knowing  ttat  the  enemy  were  much  fuperior 
in  numbers,  and  at  the  fuse  time  finding  that 
they 
. ,-.^iOO>^li:  . 
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Apfbk-  they  attacked  with  their  militia  in  front,  induced 
Diz-  me  not  to  alter  my  pofition,  unld's  I  faw  a  certain 
advantage  to  be  gained  by  it ;  for  by  moving 
forwards,  I  expofed  both  flat^  of  the  army  to 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  I  faw  ready  formed 
to  take  that  advantage,  particularly  on  the  left, 
which  obliged  me  to  move  the  referve  to  fup- 
port  it. 

By  an  unknown  miltake,  the  left  of  the  line 
advanced,    and   drove  their  militia  and  North 
Carolinians  before  them  ;  but  unexpededly  find- 
ing the  Virginian  and  Marylend  lines  ready  fonn-  - 
ed,  and  at  the  fame  time  receiving  a  heavy  fire, 
'occafioned    fome    confufion :    It    was    therefore  - 
neceflary  to   retire  a  little  diAance  to  an  open 
field,  in  order  to  forni,  which  was  inftantly  done, 
und^r  cover  of  a  heavy  wcll-dire£ked  fire  from 
a  detachment  of  New- York  volunteers;   under 
command  of  Major  Sheridan,  whom.Liigd.^e- 
vioufly  ordered  to  take  poft  in  the  houfe,-  to  chec^   , 
the  enemy,  fliould  they  attempt  to  pafs  it. 

The  aftion  was  renewed  with  great  fpirit  j  but 
1  was  forry  to  find  that  a  three-pounder,  poded 
on  the  road  leading  to  Roache's,  had  been  dif- 
abled,  and  could  QQt  be  brought  off  when  the 
left  of  the  line  retired. 

The  right  wing  of  the  army  being  .compofed 
of  the  flank  battalion,  under  the. command  of 
Major  Majoribanks,  having  repulfed  and  drove 
every  thing  that  attacked  them,  made  a  rapid 
move  to  their  left,  and  attacked  the  enemy  in 
flank  :  Upon  which  they  gave  way  in  all  quarters, 
leaving  behind  them  two  brafs  fix-pounders,  and 
upwards  of  two  hundred  killed,  on  the  field  of 
adion,  and  fixty  taken  prifoners,  amongfl  which 
is  Colonel  Wafhington,  and  from^every  informa- 
tion, about  eight  hundred  wounded,  although 
rhey  contrived  to  carry  them  off  during  me 
action.  The  enemy  retired  with  great  precipita- 
tion 
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tion  to  a  ftrong  fituation,  about  feven  miles  from  Appbk- 
the  field  of  a^on,  leaving  their  cavalry  to  cover  °'^ 
their  retreat.  The  glory  of  the  day.  would  have 
been  more  complete,  had  aot  the  want  of  cavalry 
prevented  me  n-om  taking  the  advantage  which 
the  gallantry  of  my  iniantry  threw  in  my  way. 
I  omitted  to  inform  your  lordfliip,  in  its  proper 
place,  of  the  army's  having  for  fome  time  been 
much  in  want  of  bread,  there  being  no  old  com 
or  mills  near  me  :  I  was  therefore  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  fending  out  rooting  parties  from  each 
.  corps,  under  an  officer,  to  colleft  potatoes,  every 
morning  at  daybreak ;  and  unfortunately,  that 
of  the  flank  battalion  and  bufis  having  gone  too 
fw  in  front,  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands  before 
the  aftioB  began,  which  not  oidy  weakened  my 
line,  but  increafed  their  number  of  priibners. 

Since  the  a^on,  our  time  has  been  employed 
in  taking- care  of  the  wounded ;  and  finding  that 
the  enenly  have  no  intention  to  make  a  fecond 
attack,  I  have  determined  to  cover  the  wounded 
as  fer  as  Monk's  corner  with  the  army. 

My  particular  thanks  are  due  to  Lieutenant' 
colonel  Cniger,  who  commanded  the  front  line, 
for  his  conduS  and  gallantry  during  the  action ; 
and  Lieutenant-colonel  Allen,  Majors  Dawfon, 
Stewart,  Sheridan,  and  Coffin,  and  to  Captaini 
Kelly  and'  Campbell,  commanding  the .  different 
corps  and  detachments ;  and  every  other  officer 
and  foldier  ftilfiUed  the  feparate  duties  of  their 
ftations  with  great  gallantry:  But  to  Major 
Majoribaoks,  and  the  flank  battalion  under  his 
command,  I  think  the  honour  of  the  day  is  greatly 
due.  My  warmed  praife  13  due  to  Captain  Barry, 
deputy  adjutant  general.  Major-brigade  Coxon, 
Lieutenant  Ranken,  affiftant  quarter-mafter  gene- 
ral, and  to  acting  Major -of-brigade  Roorback,  for 
the  great  affilbnce  they  rendered  me  during 
the  iiy- 

I  hope, 
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ApFEir-  I  hope,  my  lord,  when  it  is  confidered  fuch  a 
Dix-  handfiit  of  men,  attacked  by  the  united  force  of 
Generals  Greene,  Sumpter,  Marion,  Sumner, 
imd  I^ckens,  and  the  legions  of  Colonels  Lee  and 
W»(hington,  driving  tKem  from  tbs  field  of  batd^ 
and  taking  the  only  two  fnc-pounders  tliej  had, 
deferre  fome  merit. 

Inclofed  is  the  returns  of  the  killed,  vounded, 
and  miiSng  of  His  Majefly's  troops.  From  the 
number  of  corps  and  detachments  vhich  appear 
to  have  been  engaged,  it  may  be  fuppofed  our 
force  is  ereat ;  but  your  lorduiip  viJI  pleafe  to 
obferve,  mat  the  army  was  much  reduced  by  fick-  ' 
ne&  and  otherwife.  I  hope  your  lordAip  will 
excufe  any  inaccuracy  that  may  be  in  this  letter, 
as  I  have  been  a  good  de^  indifpofed  by  a  wound 
which  I  received  ra  my  left  elbow,  which,  though 
flight,  from  its  fituadon  is  troublelbme.  It  wiU 
give  me  moft  Angular  pleafure,  if  my  condad 
meets  widi  the  approbation  of  His  Majeily,  that 
of  your  lordfhip,  and  my  country. 

Return  tf  killed^  wmmded,  and  mi^g. 

THREE  commiffioned  officers,  6  feijeants, 
I  drummer,  75  rank  and  file,  killed;  16  com- 
miffioned officers,  20  ferjeants,  2  drummers,  313 
rank  and  file,  woundeclj  jo  comtnifficuied  ol^ 
cers,  15  ferjeants,  8  drummers,  224  rank  and 
file,  mU&ng.  < 
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Ctfy  of  a  letter  from  General  Greene  to  the  Prefi-  ArnH- 
aent   9f  Congrefs,  from  his  head  quarters^    at     ©ix.  ' 
Martinis  iavem^  near  Fergufon'sfwampf  in  South 
Carolina,  Sept.  ii,  1781. 

(ai)  IN  my  difpatches  of  the  a5th  of  Auguft, 
I  informed  your  excellency,  that  we  were  on  the 
march  to  Friday's  ferry,  with  the  intent  of  form- 
iDg  a  jun£tion  with  the  troops  of  the  ftate  and  a 
corps  of  militia  that  were  there  aflembled^  and 
to  attack  the  EngllQi  army,  encamped  near 
M'Leod's  ferry. 

On  the  a7th,  upon  our  arrival  there,  I  received 
advice  that  the  eneniy  had  retired.  We  paffed 
the  river  at  Howell's  ferry,  and  our  firlt  port  was 
Mothe's  plantation,  where  I  learnt  that  the  enemy 
had  ftopped  at  Eutaw's  fpring,  about  forty,  miles 
from  us,  where  they  had  received  a  reinforcement, 
and  they  prepared  to  eftablilh  a  poll  there.  To 
dillodge  them,  I  determined  to  hazard  an  engage- 
ment, although  we  were  confiderably  '  Lienor 
in  number. 

We  began  to  march  on  the  5th  of  September ; 
and  we  advanced  by  fmall  marches,  as  well  to 
difguife  our  intention,  as  to  give  time  to  General 
Marion,  who  had  been  detached,  to  rejoin  us; 
fo  ^at  it  was  the  7th  when  we  came  to  Bendell's 
plantations,  within  feventeen  miles  of  the  enemy. 

We  marched  to  attack  the  enemy  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  8th.  Our  front  line  was 
compofed  of  four  fmall  battalions  of  militia,  two 
of  North  and  two  of  South  Carolina  j  our  fecond 
line  conhft'ed  of  three  fmail  brigades  of  conti- 
nental troops,  one  of  North  Carolina,  one  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  one  of  Maryland;  Lieutenant-colonel 
Lee,  with  his  legion,  covered  our  right  flank; 
and  Lieutenant-colonel  Henderfon,  with  the 
ftate  troops,  our  left.  Lieutenant-colonel  Waih> 
ington,  with  his  cavalry  and  the  Delaware 
troops,  fonned  the  body  of  referve.    Two  three- 

(ti)  Vide  RrtDcrnbrincer,  p«(e  17J1  lit  pirt,  1781. 

M  m  pounders.Qyolc 


CAMPAIGNS   OP    I7S0   AND    1781   IV   TH«    . 

.  pounders  were  in  the  front  of  our  line,  2md  two 
fix-pounders  with  the  fecond  line.  The  legioa 
and  the  ftate  troops  fonoed  our  advaaced  guard, 
and  were  to  retreat  on  our  flanks  when  ike  eoonj 
fliould  form.  We  inarched  in  this  order  to  the 
attack.  The  legion  and  ftate  troops  tnet  with  a 
part  of  the  enemy's  borfe  and  foot,  atxjut  foirt 
nules  from  their  camp,  and  put  them  to  fliglA 
with  fixed  bayonets,  having  killed  and  wounded 
many.  As  vk  thought  dus  was  the  van  of  the 
enemy,  our  firfl  line  was  ordered  to  form,  and 
the  legion  and  ftate  trot^  to  take  poll  on  ouV 
flanks.  From  the  place  of  adion  to  Eutaw 
fprings,  the  whole  country  is  covered  with  wood. 
l"he  firing  began  at  three  miles  from  the  Englilh 
camp.  The  militia  advanced  firing,  and  die  ad- 
vanced pofts  of  the  enemy  were  routed.  Thfe 
fire  redoubled;  our  officers  behaved  with  the 
greated  bravery,  and  the  militia  guned  much 
honour  by  their  firmnefs :  But  the  fire  of  the  ene- 
my, who  continued  to  advance,  being  fuperior  to 
our's,  the  militia  were  obliged  to  retreat. 

The  Carolina  brigade,  under  General  Sumner, 
■were  ordered  to  fupport  them,  and,  tiioujfh  not 
above  three  months  raifed,  behaved  nobly.  Jn 
this  moment  of  a£Hon,  the  Virginians,  ufldet 
Colonel  Campbell,  and  the  Maryunders,  Uttder 
Colon^  Williams,  advanced  in  the  fece  of  the 
enemy's  fire ;  a  terrible  cannonade,  and  a  lliower 
of  bullets,  overturned  all  that  prefeniedi  and  the 
enemy  were  put  to  the  rout. 

Lieutenimt-colonel  Lee  turned  his  lefl  flank  to 
the  enemy,  and  charged  them  in  the  rear,  while  the 
troops  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  charged  them  in 
the  front.  Colonel  Hamptonj  who  commanded 
the  troops  of  the  ftate,  charged  one  part,  oif  whom 
he  made  one  hundred  prifoners.  Colonel  Walh- 
ington  advanced  with  a  corps  de  refetve  upoh  the 
left,  where  the  enemy  appeared  to  pfepafe  again 
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to  make  refiftaace,  and  charged  them  io  impetu-  ArrEK- 
oufly  with  his  cavah^,  and  a  body  of  infantry,     "'"• 
diat  they  had  not  time  to  rally. 

We  contimued  to.  purfue  the  enemy,  after  hav- 
ing broken  them,  uittU  we  attained  their  camp. 
A  great  numtKT  of  prifoners  £eU  into  our  hands, 
V>d  fome. hundreds  of  fugitives  eftaped  towards 
Charles  town:  But  a  party  haTtng  got  into  a 
brick  houfe,  three  ftones  nigh^  and  others  took 
pofl  ui  a  palli&doed  garden,  their  rear  being 
covered  by  Iprings  and  hollow  ways,  the  enemy 
i«newed  the  fight.  Lieutenant-colonel  Wafhing- 
tpn  did  his  otaioft  to  dsGkM%e  then  from  a  thick 
wood,  but  £cnmd  it  impoffible}  his  hotfe  was  kil- 
led under  him,  and  bimfelf  wounded,  and  caken 
]»ifoner.  Four  cannon  were  advanced  againft  the 
hottfe,  but  the  hre  fiom  it  wae  fa  bvilk,  £at  it  waa 
iinpo£&le  to  force  it,  or  even  to  bring  oo  the 
caiman,  when  the  tvoops  were  ordered  to  retreat, 
and  the  greatefl  part  of  Ae  ofiicers  and  men  who 
Ikrved  thofe  cannon  were  either  killed  or  woiind- 
ed. 

Wafhington  having'  failed  in  hia  attack  on  the 
hit,  the  legion  <toiMt  noc  fuoceed  on  the  right ; 
and  feeing  our  foot  roughly  hkndted  by  the  ene- 
Bxy's  fire,  and  ous  aninunition  abneft  expended, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  fhelter  them  from  the  fire 
&om  the  houle,  bemg  per&iadcd  dut  the  enemy 
oootd  not  maintain  their  pofts  but  a  few  hours, 
and  tkat  we  (holild  have  better  pl^~  on  their  re- 
treat, than  to  obfiisatiely  perSft  ia  diflodging  thtm, 
wldcb  would  expofe  us  to  a  conTiderable  Ibis. 

We  cclleflied  all  oih  wounded,  except  thofe  who 
were  too  forward  under  the  ftn  of  rh«  boufe,  and 
we  returned  to  the  bank,  which  we  occupied  in 
the  morning,  not  finding  water  any  where  nearer, 
and  our  troops  having  great  need  of  refrefhment, 
after  a  fight  which  had  continued  four  hours.  I 
left  upon  the  field  of  battle  a  ftrong  picket. 

I  (haU    . 
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I  Ihall  fend  Colonel  Lee  and  General  Marion 
early  to-morrow  morning  between  -Eutaw's  and 
Charles  town,  to  prevent  &s  reinforcements  which 
may  come  to  fuccour  the  enemy,  or  to  retard  their 
march,  if  they  attempt  to  retreat,  and  give  room- 
to  the  army  to  attack  their  rear  guard,  and  com> 
plete  our  fuccefs.  We  loll  two  pieces  of  artillery 
to  the  enemy,  and  we  have  taken  one  of  theirs. 

llie  night  of  the  gth  the  enemy  retired,  leaving 
more  than  feventy  of  thar  woimded  behind  them, 
and  more  than  a  thoufand  arms,  which  they  had 
broken  and  concealed  in  the  fpringi  of  the  Eu- 
taw's ;  they  ftaved  twenty  or  thirty  barrels  of  mm, 
and  deflroyed  a  large  quantity  of  proviiions,  which 
they  could  not  carry  with  them. 

We  purfued  them  as  foon  as  we  had  lutice  of 
thdr  retreat,  but  they  joined  Major  M'Arthur, 
General  Marion  and  Colonel  Lee  not  having 
troops  enough  to  hinder  them.  At  our  approach 
they  retired  to  Charles  town.  We  took  five  hun- 
dred prifpners,  including  the  wounded  they  had 
left  behind ;  and  I  reckon  they  had  not  lefs  thaa 
fix  hundred  killed  and  wounctcd.  The  fugitives 
fpread  fuch  an  alarm,  that  the  enemy  burnt  their 
provifiens  at  Dorchefter,  and  quitted  their  poft  at 
Fair  lawn.  -Agreatnumberofnegroesandothert 
have  been  employed  to  throw  dovpi  trees  acnafs 
the  roads  at  fome  miles  horn  Charles  town.  No- 
thing but  the  brick  houfe,  and  their  ftrohg  poft 
at  Eutaw's,  hindered  the  remains  of  the  Britifh 
army  from  ^ling  into  our  hands. 

We  have  puriued  them  to  the  Eutaw's,  but 
f  ould  not  overtake  them.  We  fhall  reft  here  one 
or  two  days,  and  then  retake  out  old  pofition  Dear 
he  heights  of  S^ntee. 


Ithink 
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